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WILLJA;M CONSTABLE, »% 

<^ BURTOM-CONSTABLB. ' 

SIR, ]\ 

THE zeal widi which you promote the 
great caufc of learning, and dfpecl- 
allythat of Natural Hiftory, the Polite 
Arts and Antiquities, intitle you to the 
iregard and homage '^of every one who is 
converfant with Arts and Sciences : but 
the favoijr you were fo kind to beftow up- 
on me, before you proceeded on'^ the tour 
through the different parts of Europe; en* 
. courages me to take this early opportunity 
to congratulate you on your return to your 
I^ilofopbic reiifcanent, and publicly to ac- 
knowledge the gratitude and attachment 
which will ever prompt me to think my- 
felf happy in my weak endeavours to ap* 
prove my conduA and fentiments to my 
friends and benefadors. 

May 
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vi DEDICATION. 

May you always enjoy perfeS health, 
and all the rational and moral bleffings of 
' tbfs life ;* and, 'aftcfr d lofig ferifes of years, 
diflinguifl)e(l by aftbns of benevolence, 
friendfhip, * and virtue, exchange thefe 
tranfitpry enjoyments for everlafting feli- 
city. Thefe are the finCere and* invariable 
jYifhcs of hiox who fiibfcrilies hinrfdf* 
with the triiel^ regard, , .,. . 



SI ^* .r 



' Your moft' obliged 

. 177'^' ' ■* r ^ .' ' '• ' ■ ■ » '* •. • "■ 
r obedient humble feryant> 



JQHN REINHOtD FORSTER* 
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P RE F A/ C E. ^/ 

THE prefent public'ation appears with a view 
to fiipply the Englilh reader with st good 
account of a country, which now enjoys the hap- 
pinefs to be under the mild influence and fway of 
the Brltifh fceptre -, and, if properly adniiniftered 
and peopled, might in time become one of the 
great fupports of that power, which makes Greaf 
Britain refpeded - over all the globe. The coun- 
try here defciibed is fufceptible of great i improve- 
ments, capable to fupply the mother-country with 
immenfe ftores of raw materials for her manufac- 
tures, and to take in return the produfts of our 
induftry j a commerce which, connefted with re^ 
ligious and civil liberty, is the only bafis on which 
the grandeur of this nation can be laftjngly found- 
ed with any degree of probability. 

The Catalogue of North American plants is il 
mere attempt, to make the curious more atten- 
tive to the American fpqntaneous produfts, an^ 
which will give a higher degree of certainty of fuc- 
•ccfs to the plantations of fuch plants as were re- 
commended to the public, by the ingenious and 
great promoter of Natural Hiftory and Plantations 
J dm Ellis^ Efqj in a Catalogue of fu(h foreign plants 
as are worthy of being encouraged in our American 
colonies for the ptrpofes of medicine^ agriculture^ and 
commerce. 
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viii PREFACE. 

The Englifh names affixed to the greater part 
of the plants, will make it more eafy to the com- 
mon people to know and to ufe them, bring the 
fcience more down even to the loweft capacitiest 
fix the hitherto vague and multifarious denomina- 
tions of plants in various parts of America, and 
obviate that confufion and drynefs already too com- 
mon in the ftudy of that ufcful branch of know- 
ledge. 

Loeflingh defcriptions of the Spanifh and South 
American plants arc the only things in his journal 
which deferve the attention of a curious reader 5 the 
letters publiihed along with them in the Swedilh, 
are compliments of a grateful pupil to his tutor,^ 
and queries and dubia relative to botany, and there- 
fore not worth a tranflation. The EngliQi public 
has now all the voyages and publications of the 
Linnaean fchool ; Hajfelq^uiji^ QJbeck^ Toreen^ Kalmy 
and Loefling make the whole of them. 
- The French word outarde fignifies commcmly a 
j buftard^ but in North America they give that name 

i to a kind of geefe, which I therefore beg to cor* 

\ reft, vol. i. p. 96. •, having but lately got an in-* 

formation about it, from a gentleman who is juft 
\ returned from North America. 

The Sardines mentioned vol. i. p. z. are not, 4s 

I have fufpefted in the note, tht pilchards^ fo corn- 

! mon on our weftern coatis 5 but a kind of herring, 

not yet defcribed, peculiar to the neighbourhood 

^cf Belle- fjlc, and the coaft of French Bretany. 
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t R A It M L 8 

T H ^ O tl G H 

, L O IJ 1 S I A N A. 

L E t T E R li 

To the Marquis de TEsTilAbEi 

^he Author's Departure for Afhtrita ; l)efiriptioH 
of the Town of Cape Franjois ; Criielties of thi 
Spaniards towards the Nati'ois of the ^e of St. 
Domingo • working of thi Mines \ true Or^ of 
the Mai de Naples. ' 

\ jr^,j^nN(HfiN 1 had the kottoui^ d^ tab 
^JJ^ ing ihy leave of youj I was or- 
t tf'k^ ij{% defed to communicate to you. 
[ ^^^^^^&M trtty particular that fhould ap* 
^pear remarkable to me in this new Workf^ 
y yoti fkrther defired of me an account of all 

Iinterefting fubjedb which might happen on 
. Vol.. h B ' the 
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a TRAVELS through 

the paflage. I am glad that tny ftay ' at 
Cape Franfois affords mc an opportunity 6f 
fulfilling an engagement which is dear to 
mc, becaiafe its execution may prove agree- 
able to you. 

I was at BelU'IJk in 1750, M Li Cheva^ 
Her de Grojfoles commanded at that place ; he 
gave me a letter from the Count iPArgenfon^ 
from which I learnt, that his Majefty had made 
me Lieutenant in the iMarines ; this Minifter 
gavfc me orders to fet out immediately for 
Rochefort\ accordingly I went on board the 
firft fifhing fmack dcftined to carry the An- 
chovies * (Sardines) to Rochelky which arc 
caught on the Coaft of Bret any ^ and which 
are the. chief fupport^of the inhabitants of 
BeUe-lfle. ' 

In 



'* Tht trut Anchovies are caught in the Mediterranean ; 
and thoie few that now*iand then appear in the feas 
near England or F ranee ^ are rather rare examples; they 
are certainl}r not {o nomerous that a profitable iiihery of 
them could be inftituted. The Sardine of our Author, 
therefore, feems to be the Pilchard^ a fifti that is ytry 
<JbpioufIy' caught on the c6afts of Cornwall and French 
Breta?ty, Linnaus has net peculiar ipecific name for this*^ 
fifh, though the great Englijh natural hiflorian, Ray^ ia 
his Syn. pifc. 104, had pointed out the charafters of 
this fpecies; which now is done more fully, by Mr^ Pen^ 
ftant^ ik his Eritifh Zoology,. HI. p. 291. F. 
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L o u I s I A j^ a; 3 

In November we weighed anchor before the 
Palace ^y (which is the name of the town pn this 
ifland) j and the very firft night of our voyage 
we had fUch a violent ftorm on the coaft of Poi- 
toiiy that our littk vcflfel being beat about and 
furrounded by the waves, we cxpefted every 
moment to g6 to the bottom : The crcwconfift- 
ed of a pilot, and three failors from* Lower Bre- 
/«»y, who are comrtionry called Sea-wolves\i 
and are fo well accuftomcd to this clement, that 
they brave the hardeft weather. The wind hav- 
ing increafed, our captain was obliged to put in - 
at the yie de DieUy fituated between Poiiou and 
the county d^ Aunts. We ftaid there eight days ; 
at the expiration <rf which, thefea being calmed, 
we fet fail again, and continued our voyage to 
the Ifle of Rhe\ from whence I crofled a chan- 
nel of the fea about three leagues broad, that 
feparates the ifle from the continent, and ar- 
rived at RocheUcy and the day after I came to 
Rochefort. I was direfted to addrefs myfclf to 
the intendant of the department of the marine, 
who is M. k Narmanf de Msfi^ a man of real 
merit, and deferving of the place he occupies, 
by his talents and the goodnefs of his heart : he 
told me, that, as foon as I Ihould have equipped 
myfclf for my voyage, I was to go to Roch^Ue^ 
B 2 and 

. . 4' 

* I^ Palais. f Loufs dt men 
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4 T R A V E L S' through 

and -embark ia the fliip called jhc Pontchartrain^ 
of 400 tuns. M Zf JVi?r«w»/ had freighted this 
Ihip for the King's account, in order to tranf- 
port four companies of the marines, whom we 
took in at the citadel on the ille of Rhe: they 
were deftined to reinforce the garrifon of JViw 
Orleans. 

^ We fet fail from Rochelk the 26th of Decem- 
ber, and had contrary winds for above a fortr 
qight on the coaft of Spain. We were already- 
willing to put in at Corunna^ in order to be (hel- 
tered from the violence of the winds ; when 
happily the wind fliiftcd ; and, towards the end 
of January, we were in fight of Mideira^ an 
ifle belonging to Portugal ^^ it is called the 
queen of iflands, on account of its fertility and 
the excellency of its foil; it has near twenty 
leagues in circumference, produces good wines, 
and very fine fruits. 

On the 15th of February we pafied the tropic 
of Cancer. The next day the lailors fperit in 

fome 



* It is an Afrijpan ifland in tiie Atlantic ocean, and fitu- 
sited to the north of the Canary iHands ; which latter were 
4ircovered in 1417, by a Norman gentleman called Jean 
Bethtncourty who bore the title of King of the Canaries, 
and made Ae conqueft of them to the Spaniards, who poiTefe 
them now* 
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LOUISIANA. 5 

fbmc ridiculous ceremonies, which they oblige 
thofe to undergo who never paflcd the line be- 
fore : they are baptifed with fea-water ; but may 
avoid this too abundant afperfion by making a 
Cnall prefent to the boatlwain. 

Two months after leaving Rochdk we arrived 
at C^pc FranfoiSj in the ifle of St. Domingo-^ 
which is that part of America where the Spaniards 
have firft built towns and forts. 

The town lies at the bottom of a promontory : 
it is defended by a fort cut in the Tock^ at thte 
entrance of the port. This fortrefs, which has 
a good ftore of artillery, projefts into the fea; 
and by that means forms a cape,' from whence 
the town takes its name. Its inhabitants are 
European merchants, Creoles, and negroes ; the 
laft being employed to cultivate fugar-canes, 
coffee, indigo, cacao, cotton, caflia, tobacco, 
and various other produfts. 

The French and Spaniards have divided the 

ifland between them ; the latter poffefs the weft- 

crn part of it*. San Domingo is the capital of 

B 3 ^he 



* Since that time the Spaniards have given their (hare of 
this iiland to the French. F. 
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6 TRAYELS thrduoh 

the ifland ; it is the feat of a bifhop, whom tho 
King of Spain appoints. 

This ifl^hd is celebrated by the origin of the 
mal de Naples, or venereal difeafe. Authors dis- 
agree fo much on this fubjeft, and have told 
the ftory in fo many different ways, that I think 
I (hall not dq amifs to reprefent it in its true 
light. 

tficolas de Obando was governor 6f this ifle, to^ 
wards the end of the fifteenth century, during 
the reign of King Ferdtnofid of Arr^gon and Ifn- 
hetta of Ca/iik: he had ftrid orders to work at 
the converfion of the fubdued Indians ; hp diftri- 
buted them among the Spaniards, giving a hun- 
dred of them to pne ipan, fifty to another; anji 
c^ling this procecdi^ a r&parHmiento, (a divi- 
fion). I believe you y?ill agree with me. Sir, 
that this is a very Angular p^ethpd of making 
converts in America -j fuch maxims are quite 
contrary to the true fpirit of the Chrjftian reli- 
gion*. 

• thefe 



• *' The King Don Ferdjnand^ being informed of thefo 
** diforders, hai turned all his attention towards remedying 
" them; and his care chiefly regarded the Indians, whom 
<* he wiihed to proteft and convert, as it has always been the 
f* maxim of the Catholic kings. He gave feveral orders, 
' " ••■ ' "■ ;■■■ ?!H»<if- 
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LOUISIANA. 7 

Thefe Spaniards, greedy of gold, forced the 
wretched Indians to work in the mines, and kept 
them almoft buried in the earth for eight or nine 
months together. This hard labour, the ful- 
phureous vapours which continually rofc from 
the mmes, and the famine to which they were 
reduced by the impoffibility of cultivating their 
grounds, fo corrupted the mafs of their blood, 
that their faces became tinged with a fafFron co- 
lour; a kind of puftules came out on every part 
of their body, and caufed them infupportable 
pains. They foon communicated this fickneis 
to their wives, and fo of courfe to their ene- 
mies ; and they all perifhed for want of a re- 
medy. 

The afflidted Spaniards hoped,* that this kind 
of peft would not follow them to Eur of e^ whi- 
ther they went for the change of air \ but they 
were deceived ; and, on their return, they gave 
the Etfropeans the diftemper they got from tlic 

Americani. 

B4 How- 

«* and publifhed laws, that they Ihould be inftrufled with 
** mildnefs, difinterellednefs, and by example : but as an 
«* arrow falls without force at the bottom of the aim, when 
** it is beyond the reach of the arm thtt Ihot it ; fo, all Ac 
'< methods which he made ufe of to make his deiigns fuc- 
**cecd, loft their force as thejr got to a greater diftance.'' 
/}jp9 Antonio de Solif» 



[ 
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IJowevery Prpvidencc pitied thffc wrcfche^ 
iflaiid,ers : an Indiaa wQjman^ fhe wife qf a Spac 
Tiiard^ difcoveredj foQie firac after^ that a |cind 
of wood qdled ^«^(Sfrjffj was a -liiffiq^^^f^WS 
|bri:heijrdiftemper\ / 

. Jfh but too trttie, Sir, that evil produces eyji. 
The Spaniards have facrificed million? of mien^iji 
^the new world; they have laid wafte countries 
.pi vaft extent, in orde^ to wiUrp the gpU of thp 
Jndi^ • ' 

ipold and filver give a$ miich t^t^Iean^ f^ 
idguc to thpfe wl|o' work t^eip ojat of the pm^f 
as they afford contentment and eafe to their pc^T 
feflbrs. A Spanifli engineer told me, that twen- 
Ity-iiine year* were fpent ii^ fc|«*phiiig^ in the 
mcjuntains of Pft^r for the fanaous vein oiO^u-^ 
Jferfy which is two hundred and fifty yards deep. 
Such is the hard ^md fopecnaturad labour whiijh 
jjppwer and delirc of riches exafts^i and which is 

executed 

-■— ■ — '^i ;^" ■ ■ \ ■ 

^^^ Notwithftapding wliat our author fays concerning'the 
Wigm of this difeaft, it is jvell known^ that the inhabitams 
of South and North America had the difeafe whea the Eu- 
ropeans came to them ; but they well knew how to cure it, 
^though they carefuijy kept this knowledge from their Euro- 
. pean enemies ; apd itl^ buj lately beesadifcoyered, that 
in the fputh the Gu^y^uniy and in tlwr north the Stillin^a 
fylvdtica^ together with other plants, . a^-c the Indian j^^ 
piles. F. ' 
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iwecuted by ncceflTrty and fcrvitudc, in order to 
i^xtraft gold from the tjowels of the cartk The 
wretched workmen who are employed there, en- 
,^y neither the air of our attjiofphere, nor the ' 
Jight of tb^ fun, and bury themfelves in infco 
fious and cold abyfles; of which the exhalations * 
we £> unwholefome, that they caufe fwoons and 
gidd^neii to the workmen as foon as they offer 
to go in. They make ufe of candles to light 
them in thefe darjc fubterraneous places : the 
.metaUs generally hard in them; they break it 
in pieces with hammer^, loM ^ pn their ihoul^** 
jei^, and mount upwards, on ladders made qf 
jwiftedhiidesof oxen, with wooden fteps, contri- 
ved in fuch anvai>ner, that whilftone goes up 
pn.^n^ iidCr another may defcend on the other*: 
.thefe l^ers ^e divided into ten fets. A maa 
gen^lally carries two arobas of metal on his 
. hack *, wrapped up in a piece erf" cloth : he that 
goes f^ft M$ a candle fattened to his thumb; 
and they all hold themfeWes with both hands on 
the ladder, in order to be able to go upwards 
for the %t^ce of %$o feet. 

The general hiftory of -/^^/r^ tells us, that 
the nations of FUridatoo\i the facks with filvcr, 
and threw them far from themfelves ^ ufelefe* 
The Mexicans^ on the contrary, were fond of 

• gold; 

^ An Aroba is 25 pounds, foids deMarc^, 
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*fo TRAVELS THROUGH^ 

gold-, though, as Jofeph d^AcoJla fays, in his 
univerfal hiftory of the Indies, " it is true that 
'• their avarice wai not arrived to that pitch 
** where ours is; and that, notwithftanding 
*• their being idolaters, they never have worlhip- 
** ped gold and .filver fo much as fome bad 
•*Chriftians have done, who have committed 
** the moft atrocious crimes for the fake of that 
;" metal'* 

The fame author relates the following anec- 
dote, which perfcdly charafterizes man's ftupid 
defirc after riches. ^A Spaniflx monk, confi- 
•• dering the height of the famous volcano <jf 
^^ Gmiimala^ took it into his head, that that 
** which he faw inflamed muft needs be a mafs of 
•* gold, fince it had burnt for many ages toge- 
" ther without being confomed. Milled by this 
** falfe principle, he invented fome kettles, 
*' chains, and other inftruments, with which 
** he intended to draw^ the liquid gold from this 
** kind of well t but the fire difappointed him ; 
'' for the chain and kettle were fcarce entered 
^' into thi^ infernal orifice, but they immediate- 
♦* ly fi%ked down. However,'* fays our authbr, 
** this man perfiftcd in inventing new methods 
*' for fetching up the gold aft^r which' he thirftcd 
** fo much ; but one day happening te come tpo 
?* near the niouth r)f the volcano, the exhalation^ 



LOUISIANA. II 

*^ from it killed him, when he expcftcd to have 
** fucceeded in his whimfical defign. Thus 
^* blind mortals haften their death by too great a 
t^ purfuit after the luxuries of this life.'* 

But to return to the Indians of Sainf Domingo. 
The hiftory of that ifle informs u^, that a Ca^ 
iique # called Poncra, being haraflcd by the Spa- 
niards, refolved to flee from his village, which 
die enemies found abandoned, and where they 
took three thoufand marks of gold, which had 
been left there. Fafco Nunez de Balboa^ the 
fucceffbr of Nicolas de Obando^ feht his people 
to the Cacique, with orders to aflure him, that he 
ihould not fear to retxmi, becaufe he (hoold be his 
friend ; but that if he did not come back, he 
fhould go and hunt for him^ and caufe him to 
be devoured by his dogs f . 

Poncra 

\ ^ j'j ' I ■ J ■ ;.> ■ ■ j i ■■ ■■ [ I 1 I I 11 

^ A cacique is a petty prince or king of the hiditni. 

j- The Spaniards had brought over with them from Europe 
fome mafUffii, which they had taught to hunt the Indians ; 
as foon as they were let loofe upoft thefc wretches, they tore 
out their bowels, and devoured them. One of thefe dogs 
called B^reml was very much dreaded all over the ifland; 
and though he was guarded by a fhield agaiuft the arrows of 
the Indians, they, it is fiud, at laft killed him, by pierdog 
|us eyes with diuts, whi^ was a lundof triumph for them. 
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P^ttTftf was frightened by his threats^ and dkJ 
not venture to difobcy. He brought With him 
three of his vaffals. Nunez de Balboa employed 
in vain dl the cunhipg itnagin^^k to bdng Ivim 
to difcover the place where they got the gold, 
which he h^4 t^^ard contained great quantities of 
chat metal : good ufage and punUhments were 

^usilly infufficient to brin^ hina to confefs what 
|>erhaps he did not know. ^ to the three ^hou- 
f^ marks of gold which had beep found, . Pm- 

\€rj^ ^id, ^^that thc^ w^o ha^i^m^ed them died 
m the times of his fathers^ and dia|t ^ h^npt 
thought it worth while to fend people to fearch 
for itiorej living no need pf it. This unh^ippy 

: ]CaciqU(? wgs giver) up to the fury pf the dogs, 
ihat devbwed him with Ws .^h^ce compahiofis. 

Some time after, a Spaniard f^H fcto the hands 
of the fubjefts of the unhappy Poncra ; they re- 
proached him with the exceffive thirft of his 
countryman, after gold, and the injuftices/it led 

them 



Anionic de Eefrtra^ in his ilrft l^ecas^ relates, that this 
^erce creature, whofe inflin^ was fingular, guarded a nar- 
row pafs in the Hte of 5/. Domingo i and that one day an 
Indian woman, btfiii^g deftfou^ of pa^g by him> addre£«d 
l^im in thcfe words: Signer Dog, do not hurt me; I carry this 
letter to the Ckriftians : he adds, Hdbat the dog it?tmediat% 
/meJkd at her^ fijfed at her, (thofe arc his very words) and 
fufferid her to fafs ^without doing her at^ hartn^ 
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LOUISIANA.. 13 

tkcm to conmiit ; that this avidity alone forced 
them from their country, and brought them 
acrofs numberfcfs perik to that ifland, to difturb 
* its inhabitants, who lived peaceably before in 
their huts, under the protedion of the Great 
^rit ♦. 

After this ihort harangue, they melted fome 
gold, aiK] pouced it into his mouch and ears, 
frying, ^hou dog, fince ihowa^t fo willing to pof- 
sis U^ glut thyielf. 

It muft, however, be owned. Sir, that, if 
the Mexican hifl:<^ jfibews us nothing but horror, 
that of 5/. I>?»%^, on the other hand, fernifhes 
us with inftanccs of gcncrofity. 

Don 'Pedro de Magaratit^ formerly a comman- 
dant here for the King of Spain, was offered a 
couple of living turtle - doves, by an Indian 
in a great famine. The general took thcm> 
paid the Indian handfomely for them, and beg^ 
ged part of the garrifon to go with him to ths 
higheft part of the to'wh ; where, being arrived, 
he faid to tfiem, holding the little creatures in 
his hand, ^\ Gentlemen, I;am forry that people 

*< have 

< M • ■ M ' 111,1 .,. • iH tiiii ■■ i ■' ■ 

* Thus the Indians call the Supreme Being. 
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"have not brought me.provif;ons fufficicnt td 
** treat you all ^ I cannot rcfolve to fatisfy my ap- 
** petite, whilft you are ftarving :'* and as he 
had fpoke thefe words, he let the birds fly 
away. 

An infinite number of other inftances may be 
added to this, which do no lefe honour to the 
inhabitants of this ifle. There are fevcral that 
deferve to be recorded in hiftory ; an4 among 
thofe that I have been told, I cannot help think- 
ing the following ftory worth your notice. An 
old inhabitant of ^t. Domingp had acquired a 
confiderable fortune there by his labour, irjdu* 
ftry, and trade. . His condu^ and manners re- 
mained unaltered by prolperity ; and he only 
valued his riches, becaufe they enabled him to 
ferve others. 

Whenever a fhip arrived from France, he ran 
to the coaft to fee the paflcngers land, and gene- 
rally conduced them to his home. One day he 
iaw feveral young people, who expedted to make 
their fortune as foon as they arrived ^ they had 
letters of reconunendation, on which they de- 
pended fo much, that they took little notice of 
the good planter, who accofted them ; he left 
them, wifhing them all kind of profpcrity: 

fomfc 
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Ibmc time after he met them again looking very 
fad and difcontentcd with the reception they had 
found. Gentlemen, fays he to them, you arc 
not recommended to mi, i and you did not rely 
on me. I am your fellow-creature, and you wane 
affiftance; come to my houfe, you will there find ' 
a table and a lodging at your fcrvice ; and during 
that time perhaps fomething may offer, that will 
fuit your inclinations. The young people were 
enraptured, and accepted his offers ; they fol- 
lowed him to his houfe, where they found a 
table fpread for twenty perfons, and fcrved by 
as many Negro fervants. One of the new co- 
mers aiked whether they were at a wedding, 
and was furprifed to hear that this was nothing 
extraordinary. The m after of the houfe kept 
them in his houfe for fome time ; his advices, 
and the pains he took about them, foon procu- 
red them very advantageous fituations. 

You will eafily believe. Sir, that fo good a 
matter was loved and refpeftcd by all his flaves, 
who looked upon him as upon their father. 
This man was very far from being animated by 
the brutal avidity of fome planters, that force 
their wretched flaves to fuch hard labour, that 
they refufe to marry, in order to avoid genera- 
ting flaves to fuch mafters, who treat them, 

when 
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when old and infirm, worfe than their dogs and 
korfes*. 

As to the inhabitants of the French iflands in: 
the Weft Indies, I can affure you they are very 
generous towards ftrangers t a perfon rfiay eveii 
^ travel in the interior parts of the country, with-* 
out the Icaft expence to himfelf^ if his counte* 
nance be free and open, and his behaviour de-» 
cent, he is fufficiently qualified for a favourable _^ 
reception in every habitation^ " "^^: 

It is with great juftice that we reckon the 
Creoles noble in France : their fentiments are fo 
noble and delicate in every ftation of life, that 
* they perfeftly deferve that appellation. 

Man is every where the fame -, he is equally 
fufceptible of good and evil ; education correfts 
bis vices, but does not give him virtue 5 the 

fame 



* I have feen a planted, Vfhok name wila Chafffwu who 
forced one of his negroes to go into $. heated oven, where 
the poor wretch expired ; and his jaws being fhrivelled up, 
the barbarous Chaperon faid, I believe the fellow laughs, 
. and took a poker t» Hir him up« Since that time he ia 
grown the (care-crow of all the ^aves ; who^ when the)^ 
have done fomething amifs, are threatened by their mafters 
with, Iwill/elltkettoChaferon^ 
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famt Being has created the civilized man and 
the fevage, and* hai endoMred them with the 
faffle" cjualities, as you will find in the fcquel of 
liny corrcfpondcnce. If I caniiot amuie you 
-with my ftile, at leaft I fhall make my narrative 
ifiterefting, through tffe firtgularit]^ of tJie fafts 
I intend to relate* - 



1 am, 5 i Jtj j^c. 

Cape Franfoisy the i^th 
of February i75i« 






Vw. !• C LET- 
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LETTER ^, 

To the famen 

The Author^ s Departure from Cape Fran? ois for 
Louifiana. Short Defcription of the Harbour ef 
the Havannah. Of the famous Gulph of Mexi* 
CO ; and of New Orleans. 

SIR, 

J^^^^E weighed anchor the 8th of March 
^ W Qn laft; and on the 15th we were in 
SitS^^S fight of Cubaj which is the moft tern- 
perate of all the Antittes. The Havannah is the 
ftore of all the riches of America, *on account of 
its fituation, and the extent and convenience of 
its harbour, which can contam upwards of t 
thoufand (hips. It is the common rendez-vous 
of the Spanifh fleets returning to Europe j and 
it is defended by three forts. Cuba is two hun- 
dred leagues long, and between twenty-five and 
thirty broad 5 fixteen years have been fpent in 
difcoveries to afccrtain whether it was an ifle or , 

continent ; 
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fcohtitent: it lies undir Ihe tropid of Cancer, 
that is, in twcrity-ithree degrees and a half north 
latitude. Near the middte of the i(l4ridj to the 
ibuthward, are a nutnbcr of Mttle ifles YCiy 
clofe to each other^ /which ate called the Garden 
tof the Queen *; - 

' ' . ' • • ♦ 

Durii^.theetjtiinox we fulFered avely.tio^ 
knt ftorrfi between Cz,pc jCafocke and Cape Jn^ 
tpni^if \ the latter, which; we dot»bl©4 on die 
t^enty-thirdf is at the wej[^ern point of the ifl^ 
of Cuba. I wais very fea-fick, having tj^vcr,lwen 
at fea on fo long a Voyage \ but the defire of 
fcrvihg my cbuntry in -a :neW land, Sufficiently 
com^fated all the hardftiips I uiiderwent on 
my pafiage. The winds changed, the fea be-^ 
canie frtlooth, and^ a few days after^ we enter-* 
fal imo ihc fiuttous gulph ^i Mexico^ -^frhcre wc 
met with a prodigious quantity xif floating tim^ 
ber, coming from Lotiijiana doWn the river A£J^^ 
^pi: thefe l(^s of wood arc fcen for above two 
hundred leagues at fea, and fenre as guides to 
t;Jie .entrance of the river in hazy and foggy wea- 
ther-, it being very difficult to get intoitjr on ac-' 
t^ilnt of the rocks and &oals in the neighbour-* 
iiood of its entrance, 

C d trt 

> ■ - ■ ii n •' ^ ■• - I K il l , , - -I II T i n „fc 

^ |arilin cl« li Re)^a« 
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In the firft days of April we perceived tbe 
fort Balifii at the mouth of the Miffijftf^. Mt 
k Mrinci^Bervilkj a Canada gentleman, difeo- 
Vcwd, im 1698 *v this tnouth of the riwr^ 
which M.dila Salle miffed ih 1684. O^ vef- 
fel ftruclc upon the bar ; we fired a guA to call 
the pilot, and at the fame time the captain dif- 
cHabarked the artillery of the fliip, arid thfe two 
hundftd regvilar troops whicli wefe on board-fo^ 
th6 fefvite of the tlokniy df LouiJlaMai wlifch 
tt»dft the vcflel S6 tmtch lighter, that ftie caniA 
ifidfiitagaiti- - 

On the 4th of April, we fet on (borce%hite»l 
officers at Fort B^Rfi^f^ whtere MyM SamU^ 
commanded i this- dflicer tceated us^to thebpft 
of his power^ while we Aayed at his poft, i^bich 
is entirely furroiihdid tw«£h .marlhes^ Mi <rf fir^ 
pents arid crododiteii^-. - / - 

Tte Marquis Je FituikeuU^ governdr:6f Jboiti^ 
^anai bdng informed of oitr arrival, fS^rftfiverd 

:..':':''.. " boats. 

^■**"ii— — ■^'»— i I J I III i f i j I 1 ^ 1 1 m. i II ■ I ii J ■■ J j *i 

. * Wr^d'Het^illif govdAoitof LouiJUndy condnded the 
firi); colony thither in 1699 : after his deftth^ thf j c^nfry, hatd 
no governor for a long while : the fecond was M. dela, Motte 
CnMac ; and the third, M- (h Bienvilltf youngeft brother 
of the firft. 

t Tliey reckon thirty leagues' Seqrk dus place $Q New Or^ 
leans f on account of the bendings ia th« riwn 
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ho^xts to fetcjh us, aad tp fcring us reftcflxmentsi 
jare diftribpted pur foldfcrs <)5 board them, and, 
.|by f^ilir^ an4 rowing, we got lio iViw Orkam 
on Rafter-day, Tt^ Marquis 4f Kaudreuil is to 
fcce^ve twenty-four qgnapanifs «f marines, to 
^mgment tt^ forces in Loui/mna ; >tliefe troops 
coni^ on board of mercbant-fliips, freighted for 
fthe 3King*s accpUQt^ there are lik^ewife fome fc- 
niale recruits enlifted in France^ who come lo 
people thefe climates. J^duflxious foldiers, who 
chufe to marry thefc girls, get their difmiflSon, 
and a certain number of acres of ground to cul- 
tivate : they get viftuals from the King for three 
years tc^ether> and be makes them a prefent of 
half a pound of gun-powder, and two pounds of 
ihot every month ; of a gun, a hatchet, a pick- 
axe, and corn to fow their fieMs -, with a cow, a 
calf, cocks and hens, &c. 

The Marquis ck Faudreuil has diftributed the 
twenty -four new companies in the different parts 
of the colony, without any regard to perfons -, fo 
that every one may equally (hare the advantages 
^nd the difadvantages. As to the detachment 
near the Illinois^ a poll five hundred leagues di- 
ftant from New Orleans^ it has fallen to the fliarc 
of the company to which I belong. I have the 
honour of being among the officers which M. 
Rouilliy the fecretary of ftate for the marine, 
C 3 has 
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has recommended to the Marquis de FauA^eui^ 
»d I am made perfcSdy fcnfidle of the defe* 
rence fhewn to fuch a recpmmendation. I cai^ 
aflure you, Sir, that the General's table is of 
great ufe to me, and to |U thofe that are \zidy 
arrived, and have not had time to take any 
;fixcd lodgings^ The affluence is very great 5 
but the governor docs the honours of his table in 
fo noble and generous a manner, that he acquires 
the eftcem and friendlhip of aU the officers, who 
juftly ftile him the father of the colony. M. 
Michel de la RouviUiere^ who fuperintcnds the 
markets #, likewife contributes to render lil^ 
agreeably to us, by the juft prices he fixes up: 
on the viftuals of the cQuntry, and by every 
thing relative to his of^ce. 

We expeft to fet out fpr the IHinois the 20th 
of Auguft ndxt -, Mr. de Macarty^ who is to gQ 
with lis, has been appointed commandant of the 
iJetachment by the court The different nations 
which I fhall be obliged to vifit during this long 
voyage, will furnifh me amply with materials 
foradefcription of the fine nytv MiJJiJippiy an4 
the pepplc on its banks. 

In t{)e mean while, I intj? nd to gjyp you a dc- 
icription of Lquifiana in general 5 but I believe 



-^r*"p« 
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1 do not need to, be very prolix on this fubjeft, 
as you probably know mod of the plans and ac- 
counts that have been publiflied of it. Let me 
only obferve to you, that New Orleans^ the 
ftreets of which run all in ftreight lines, is now 
much greater and more populous than former- 
ly. There are inhabitants of four forts, viz. 
Europeans, Americans, Africans or negroes, 
^nd M^Jiizos *. The latter are thofe born of 
Europeans and the natives of this country, whom 
we call favagcs. The Creoles are thofe that ar6 
bom here of a French man and French woman, 
or of European parents. 

The Creoles in^general are very brave, tall, 
and well made •, they are well difpofed for culti-^ 
vating. the arts and fciences ; but as they can- 
not make great progrefs therein for want oi good 
mafters, the rich and well-meaning fathers fend 
their children to France^ as to the bed fchool ia 
the world, for all forts of acquirement$. 

As to the fair fex, whofe only art is that o^ 
pleafing, they are already born with that advan- 
tage here, ^nd have no need to acquire it in Euir 
rope. 

C 4 JVw 

■ . . , . . . I 1 ■ L ■■■* |ii 



Uc^ 
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New Orleans iind M^hik are the pplytRF^ 
where they fpeak tJie French j)rctty pure. The 
negroes are brou^t thither from Africfl, md 
are employed in cultivating thp^puncj$, whkh 
are excellently adapted to the culture qf ipd^, 
tobacco, rice; maize, or Indian corn, and fti- 
gar-canes, ' of which they have already nw4c 
plantations |)iat have fucce^ded very well. Thys 
"the merchants, tradefmen, and ftr^hgera^ wbQ 
live her^, enjoy as it wei:e an enchanted ^l^otie, 
rendered dejiciogs by the pvjrity of its Air:* th^ 
fertility of its foil, md^ tl\c be^.ty of itefituaUQU. 
^ New Orleans lies on the banks of the M^ppi^ 
which is one of the greateft rivers in the world j 
becajjfe» for goo leagues together, it pafTes 
through known countries. Its pure and delicious 
water * runs for the fpace of forty ieagucs bc-f 
tween a number of habitations, which fonii an* 
elegant fight on both its fhores •, where the plea^ 
fures of hunting and 'fifliing, and all otjper en« 
joyments of life, are abundant. 

The capuchins are the firft monks that went 
over to New Orleans as mi0lonaries in 1723. 
Their fnperiqr was the vicar of the parifli i thefe 

good 



* M. le Normant de Mefiy being Intendant of the marine 
at Rochefot^y always drank this water at his table. It has 
the quality of contributing to the fecundity of women. 
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firiars only employ ihooifefarqs jo affairs 
xdi^M.to itheir ftation iotlife. 

Two yca/s jgfter, .the Jefyit^ fctikd in L^u^ 
na* Thele cuneiag pciiticiM$ h^ve jfpuod 
Queans to get the rich^ fctdemuiit in the whole 
-jca^teny, whkh ttoy hawDbtaiiie4 through their 
intrigues. 
• * • 

The Urfuline nuris werefent thither alxnoft at 
.theifeiae time. The occup^ion of thefe pious 
^^^ris, whofc aegl i^ truly laudable, is the educa- 
tkMi of youog ladies ; they Ukewife receive or- 
phat^ iato Jthck comnnunity,, for which the King 
^|)ays ;tJ^emtii&y km. arhead pcnfion. Thefe nups 
are likewife charged with the cgre.of the military 
hofpitak 

My.ft^ h^re has as yet ||een fo (hort, that I 
have iiot been able to give you any account 
of the nations which inhabit the banks of the 
river •, however, I will endeavour to give you 
an idea of the charader and turn of the Odtima- 
chas^ who are fettled on a river or branch which 
bears their name, to the weftward of New Or- 
Ums : I believe the anecdote .will prove intereft-. 
ing to you, though this nation is very near ex- 

ma. ; 

In 
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In 1 720, cmc of their nation, Having hid himfelf 
jn a lonely place on the banks of the MiMfippiy 
Jiad muidered the Abbe di St. Come, who was then 
tbe tmflionary of the colony. M. deBiettvilky who 
i»9s then governor, made the whole nation an* 
ftrerabk for it j and, to fpare his own people, 
Ite employed feveral nations of his allies to at^ 
tack them. " 

^hefe Indians were worfted ; rfie lofs of their 
beft warriors forced them to alk for peace : the 
governor having granted it them, on condition 
that they wbuld bring the head of the murderer, 
they punftually executed that condition 5 and 
rfterwards {H^efcnted the calumet or pipe of 
peace * to M. ^ Bienville^ 

The following is a relation of what I have 
Keard concerning; die ceremonies of this folemn 
fcmbafly. 

They arrived at New Orleans^ finging the fcng . 
of the calumet, which they difplaycd to the 

wind, 

* The calumet is a long pipe, with a head of red, black, 
ei white marble, and a pipe of a feed two and a half or three 
feet long. The Indians fe»d it by deputies to thofe nations 
with whom they will renew or treat of peace. It is adorn^ 
with the feathers of the white eagle ; it is a fymbol of peace 
and plenty amohgft them ; and one may go every where 
without fear, widi the calumet in hand, becaufe ^othinjg; is 
hfM moxc &cred. 
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milady and in 4 ccrtaii) cadence, to announce thJir 
cmbafly •, and they were dreffed out with their 
belt ornamerits, ^ is always ufual anlongft thera 
pn fuch OGcafions. The phicf of the deputation 
faid to the governor : How hapfy am Itojindniy^ 
(elf in thy prefence 'y thou hafi long heen angry with 
cur nation \ we have heen informed of what thy heart , 
fias told thee^ and we Juyve heard with great joy^ 
that it was willing to give us fine days. They 
then fat down on the ground, leaning their face? 
on their hands, the fpeaker without doubt tQ 
recover his breath, and the others to keep lilent. 
puring this interyal every body was ordered no^ 
to talk, nor to laugh whilfl: the harangue laftecL 
bccaufe they would Ije fronted at it? 

The Ipeakcr, fome moments after, arofe with 
two others ; one of them filled the pipe of the 
f alumet with tobucco, the other brought fire % 
the firft then lighted the pipe ; the fpeaker fmor 
ked a while, and then prefented the pipe to M* 
de Bienville^ tfiat he might do the fame •, accor- 
dingly the governor, and all the ofiicers thai; 
^ompofed his retinue, fmoked out of this calu- 
met, each according to his rank : as foon a^ 
this ceremony was over, the old orator took 
back the c^iumet, and put it in M. de Bienville's, 
handsj in order to be preferved by him. The 

ipeakcr 
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/peaker reip^med ft^ding, and the other am- 
baflr^doFS fat down near the prefent which they 
jhad.brougbt> and which confifted of roc-buck 
and doe (kins, and in fopie other furs, all dreiF- 
fed white, *s a fign of peace. 

The Ijpcakcr or chancellor was drclfcd in a 
robe of feveral marten-lkins fewed together j it 
was faftened to his right fhoulder, and pafled 
under his left arm; he wr^ped himfelf up in 
this robe, and began his fpeech with a majeftic 
jtir, addrefling himfelf tp the governor : " My 
' ** heart laughs for joy on feeing myfelf before 
*' thee ; we have all of us heard the word of 
"** peace which thou haft fent us : the hearts of 
** our whole nation laugh for joy on that occa- 
*' fion; the wonien, forgetting that inftant all 
** 'that paffed, have danced ; and the children 
♦* have leapt like young roc-bucks. Thy words 
** fhall never be forgotten, and our defccndants 
*' will remember it as long as the ANcrENT 
** WORD * Ihall laft : as the war has made us poor, 
" we have b?en oWiged to make a general hunt 
" or chace, in order to bring thee fomc furs : 
" but we .were ifraid of going to any great di- 
♦' ftance, left the other nations Ihould not yet 
^' have heard thy word i nor are we come hither 
^' but trembling all the way, till we faw thy face^ 

' " How 

* Thus they call traditions. 
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** How ^ad ate my eywanrd my.fiaut to be- 
** hdd Hhdt? this dxf. Our prcTeits am fittolli 
** but our hearts arc/^eat to obey: tbf wofdtivat 
•* thy commands tk)u fliah fee our fcgs ran and 
*^ tetp like tho&r of die A^, to do as ti|ou fluftf 
**plcafc." . ;- . 

Here the ora«or paufed^a iittk;, then i^if^ng 
lii$ voice,, he gravely contbued his difcoupfit* - 

. *' How beautiful is the fun to-day, in com- 
" parifon with what it was when thou wert an* 
•* gry with us ! How dangerous, i$ one villain I 
" Thou knoweft; that a fingle man has killed 
** thexhief^ tJu^prajer *, whpfc death has caufed 
** that of pur. bcft warrtors :, y^e have only old 
" men, and women with their children remain* 
" ing, who all ftretch out their* arms towards 
*' thee as to a good fathej* Xte gall that for* 
*' merly filled thy heart, has .given way to l^o* 
" ney ; . the great Iph-it is no longer irrit^fed 
" againft our nation j thou haft required the 
" head of a villam from quf hands^ and in oi^oi: 
" to obtain peace we have fei^f it ,|hee. ; 



" The fun was red before, all the r6ads M^er? 
*' full of thorns and briars j the clouds were 
** black, the water troubled and ftained witji 

" our 

* So the/ call our miflionaries. 
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** our blood j our women lan^nted without inter* 
^* mUfion the lofs of their relations^ and durft not 
^ vehture ttf go and fetch wood for preparing; 
•^ our vi6tuals ; atthckaft fhriek of the bird$ 
•* of night all Our warriors were on foot ; the/ 
*^ never flept without their arms; our huts were 
** abandoned, and our fields lay fallow ; we had 
•* all of us empty ftomachs, and our faces look- 
*' cd long and meagre ^ the game and Wild*fowl 
** fled far from us ; the ferpents angrily hifled 
** at US; and th^ birds that perched near our 
•* habitations feemed, by their doleful notes, to 
•*'fing us fongs of death* 

*' To-day the fun is bright, the iky is ferehe^ 
** the clouds are vanifhcd, the roads covered 
•'with flowers; our gardens and fields fliall 
*' henceforth be cultivated, and we will offer 
** their firft-fruiis to^the great fpirit ; the water 
** is fo clear that we fee ourfelves in it ; the fcr- 
•* pents fly from us ; the birds amufe us by the 
** fweetnefe and harmony of their fongs^; oiir 
** wives and children dance, and forget to cat and 
*' to drink ; the whole nation laughs for joy, to 
*' fee us walk on the fame road with thyfelf and 
** the French ; the fame fun fliall light us, we 
** fliall have but one and the fanie fpeech, and 
** our hearts fliall make but one ; we will kill 
^ them that fliall kill the French ; our warriors 

** flw» 
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** fliall hunt to make them fubfift, and wc wiH 
** cat together: Will not that be good? what 
J^ doft thou fay to it, father ?^ 

To this difcourfe, which was ipoken with a 
firm tone of voice, with grace and decency, 
and even, if I may be allowed the expreflion, 
with the mod majefHc deportment, M. de Bim^ 
iille anfwered in a few words^ in the common 
language, which he fpoke pretty fluently ; that 
he was very glad that their nation had recovered 
thdr fenfes ; he gave them fomething to eat i 
and, as a mark of friendfhip, he put ht9 hand 
into that of the fpeaker, and fo fent them home 
iatisfied. — Since that time they have always been 
inviolably attached to the French, and fund(K 
J^ew Orleans with game« 

My third letter will piov^more intereftii^f 
however, I hope I have l^therto fulfilled wif 
promifesi and am, 

S I R, &ci 



NiUi Orleans^ tbtij^ 
^/Juljijsu 



n 



LET- 
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t)(fctiftion of^Jh^jndigious Qf0oms &nd (iermonies. 
l,$f fme N^tUns whkh inhabU the Banks of thi 

^ 4igait^ 4h^ Frmh. .. • 

SIR, 

_t^ AM'timm\^& at m ^ace where 
I jJI tfed'^at lotion of the flakhes tot- 
ittLjIRfjrf nierly lived, of vWftich the public 
iiews have faid fo much. It is aflerted, that this 
formidable nattoft gafve laws to others, on ac- 
count' of the grdat extent of their country. 
They inhabited all the fpace* of fencf bctwfeen 
the river Menchak, which is about fifty leagues 
from the fea, and the river Hoyoj which is near 
460 leagues from the fea. 



On 
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On the 2oth of Auguft we fet out from New 
Orleans oh our voyage to the. Illinois^ in fix boats, 
on board of which were the four companies 
about which I wrote to you in my preceding 
kttei^i commanded by M. de Macarty. We are 
-<^Iiged to row up againft the current of the 
river Miffijippi^ on account of the maay wind- 
ings of that river, which runs between two greit 
foriefts, the trees of which appear to be as an- 
cient M the world. 

The firft places you come to on your voyage 
txt two villages peopled with Germans, being 
the reft of a grant made, in 1720^ by the 
King to Mr. LocjO. This colony was to donfift of 
Germans and Provencals, to the amount of 
i^ooperfons; the ground for it Was laid out 
near a wild' nation called the Akatifos ; it was 
four Ici^es fquare, and the! colony was ercfted 
imo a dutcby. They had already tranfported 
thither the ammunition and (lores for a company 
of dragoons, and me rchandifes for the value of 
ujpwards a million of Uvres ; but Mr. Law fail- 
ed, and the India company, which was at that 
time eftabliflied in Louifiana, took pofieflion of 
alt the good«« 

The colonifts fcparated, and the Germans 

fettled ten leagues above New Orleans : they arc 

Vot. I. D very 
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very laborious^ and arc looked u^n as the pro- 
viders and viftualki^ w£ the town. The Wo 
villages are uadcr [the diredion of ti SWcdifti 
captain*. 

Two leagues further you find a naticfti cSlkd 

. C^lla-pifasj who arc difttnguiftied by their ^• 

tachment to the French ; they are ttofw redttced 

10 a very fmall mimbfer ; their true narhe k Jfice-- 

hn PiJfaSy that is, the nation Who heal- aed&e-r 

Next you meetv^th the Oumas^ whoa^dre the 
fun. This nation^ wkh mod of th^ otbfrs ia 
America, believess, that the Supreme Being f«- 
fides in the fun,.and th^t he ddir<»;to:be i^ 
vered in that vivifying orb^ as the aji^thor^ na- 
ture: they fay, there is nothbg hefe tha^csm 
.be compared to him, and that diis.wooder ^b^ 
enlightening th^ earth, Spreads joy and 8^901:1^ 
dance oji it Upon thefe principles they .w<lt- 
Ihip himi as the viflble image itf the gre^tiirts 
and goodnefs of a deity, thfet condefowidb to 
make himfelf known amoag mei^ fay diftrifciit- 
mg his benefactions amongil Aem. 

^ . F^tce^;! 

"* it tsMt. Jrfffjtourg, who was at tlie battle 6( Fultpra 
U 1709, with Charles XIL This M 6fecci-ii^iie*hra(fV>f 
'ft numeifous family edabUfhedUk Lo^iiiana• i • 
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iSfeaniettgite»aboiFe«he0«^^^^ in going iqpi 

^fiaoc is abouC'ftifrtjr leagues dBfeht -froiti Mw 
GtJidni. The foil of k ms very feiti-lc,' and M^^ 
ivsesod mch fn»*^tree»i Thcfc^e <a number <tf 
JFtciiciiincii in this |)att ef tht cdutitiy; vtho ap- 
^fily themfeivesto^tiie ciAerifeof -tobaceb, icotton, 
Moc^ mabe^ 4Uid atlicf corni the colonife Kkc- 
cii^ trade in btlildiflg-amlyr, which thef carry' 
iiknmrtke nvtf4€^We^t}rleans upon fafts; 

Upon the left fhore of the f if er, a little abovi 
-ihe^t^dnty fou fee the village 'of ihef(?;7/*^i' 
:»dd:i I^iannatioh who have erer been attached 
awthifi'iR'etichi Tkeir chiefs 4iave always exert- 
Jed^ttenifelves to be our allies in i/^af; the. hft 

of them, who was very braver received a dan- 
'geroiis wound in an expedition againft the Nat- 
i'dlmt theKing, on rdeeiving tn aceount of this 

afikir^ honoured hiih^with a commlflion^ as bri- 
:jgaidier ^ the -armies of red men ; and further 
gpwtfettfed him with a blue ribbon, from which 
jfcuiig.a (^er medal,-^ith a reprefcntation ot' 
jfjtfis : he Ukewife rcceiveda gold-headed cane; 

After the maflacre of the French by ttie 
^ffaiehe^^ Whereof liritend to give you- an ac* 
'iWHim^in its place, -apart of that nation pretend- 
*€d to be deiSrous of making peace with the 

D % grand 
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grand chief of the tomkas^ the ktter commit* 
nicaeed this to the commander-general c^ die 
French, to whom he was very much attached; 
the Notches iptvftMt^ the aufwer^ and aiTaffinated 
the J^4fnUcas^ beginmog with their grami chief i 
bis enemies, - who feared our advice and ftur ^ 
fi>rces, niade hafte to ruin andrdeftroy a great 
number of his fubjeAs. We fhall always lament, 
together with thefe good Indians, the lois of a 
man, who^ great qualities would.do honcmE^to 
a civilized nation* 

Aft^ ^igNf le^M^s navigatbn ^m ihe ca- 
pital of Lcuifianaj we ^rived atlhe poft oi ^ 
Hatches^ which, about tw^ty yMF$ ago, wm 
very confidcrable, but is very infignificant at 
prrfctit. 

Tlie fort is fituated on an eminence, which 
commands the river Mt£iftf§h from whichtt » 
. about the difUnce of a cannon - Ihot. The 
gri^und, which in this country is always rtfiqg 
higher, would be one of the mc^ fertile, if it 
were cultivated; tobacco,. «Hton, and. mgixe 
fuccccd very well in it. 

I have made fome day at thi^ poft, which U 
commanded by the Ghcvalier HOrgpit^ atumoil 

foo 
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fon'of the Ftinct Je Lamfefc^ of the houfc of 
Jl^rrain. 

' The Jfatchei who lived here fbrmcrly were a 
very confiderabic nation/ They formed feverd 
viHiges, that were uhder fpme pecuMar chiefs ; 
and thefe laft again, obeyed ont grand chief of 
the whole nation. All thefe princes bore the 
name ciSuns ; there wete five hundred of them, 
dU relations of the great Sun, their common fbve-. 
^gn, who carried on his brcaft the image of 
the fun, from which he pretended to trace his 
drigin, and wjiich was adored under the name 
ofH^acKii which figriifies She great f re or theyfe- 
ftemefire* 

The manner Jn which tl|fe T^aHhes tendered 
divine fervice to the fun, has lomething Iblemn 
m it. The high-prlcft got xxp before fun-fifing, 
4nd marched at the head of the people with a 
grave pace, and the caluniet of peace in hand ; 
he ffnoked in honour of tht fiin, and blew the 
firft mouthful of fmoke towards him. On the 
appearance of that luminous body* all the by- 
ftandcrs began to howl by turns after the high- 
prieft, and contemplated it with their arms ex- 
tended to heaven. Then they threw thcmfelves 
en the ground; aild their women brought their 
D 3 children. 
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July^ the iVj/fA^j ccldjrat^,a grew fcaft*. Tbey,- 
bjegai^ w^th h|lacki(^ fhqir f y c;s ^ . and, did aet^. 
eat till three hoi||-5 after n^on^. haviBg-pcvtouC:. 
ly purified tbcmfelvcs ui tiff batfis ; t|^j.<4dcftj 
man in th^ jiation thcs ii?flEq"cd |aftt^^ 
firft firi^its Qjf thpir ^c^^ . . :/..'.: 



'^\ 



THcy ,h4d a tcaxpl? in which, thcgf^^^tjpp an, 
etprn^l .^ ^ the priefc took, great c^ toupii^^ 

feiye.itr aiwlfof this; purpofe they V^i?-^»^ 
lowed xo make ufe of the wood of one Iqwd c^f 
tree ; if unhappily the fire was extinguiftied, all 
the jjepj^le were iOifhji grga^eft. conftcrn^^n^ 

and ^ijf fJ^g^lf !3i"^ P^^i^.^^* ?«l^!*i 

cie4th-: ,^yucl>; ^ ^?n^ happened, i^ry ;^j^ 
4om ^, for tp^ tet^iicjSfQfjjh^ 
ea^jy /cnew It, l^y fgtfh^g common fire ynde^ 
pretext of Ijgjhting fhpir, caUlipets •, ^ foj: ^cy 
were not aljpwed to pmpioy |He holy firf fpr. t^iat 

ufe. .' . ^ 

•■■ •■ - .. ' , ?■ - ' '1 ' ^ ..' 

Whpn thpir Ipverc^fi died, hp wa$ f^ccompaf^ 
Died in the grave by^.h^s.ij^ves, .andt^y^ <5*!cr4 
gf his fubjcfts. Thp leffer Suns took caff jq 
fQllow the fame cuftop i ^ the law likewife con- 
demned 
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darned ^v€ry N4Hli4ZXQ de^, who, had mfix- 
ri^d-agylof th<2 blof)d of the Suns, ^ foon^ 
Ihfj w^ expired, Qn this occafion, I muft.tcll 
yxHi die hift^ry of^ gn. Indian, who was no ways- 
T)<fiJ|iil^ tP futKHit rq thkUw : his name was, Eh 
t((^Uiy ]!i^ ^pdtra^ted ftn alliance wi^h the^ 
Sujifi tiwf thje conf^u^ccs which this honour 
bf^Pght a^Hig with ity had like tQ have proved 
^fy W^fpitWinat^ tP hinii His wife fell fick 5 as^ 
lbQa-,as hp faw her at the point of death, he flcd^ 
emharkfd on a piragua on the Miffiftppi^ and 
<W^ $f?^i^^ Q^kM4^ He put himfelf under 
t^ pjofe/a^QJi of M- ^jf Bienville^ the then go- 
Yerftpf^ apd offered ^p be hi§ huntfman. The 
^?f rijpf accepted hi^ feryice^, and interefted 
Ijjmfctf fqr lym wjth the Natch^s^ who declared 
^ ^ h*4 Jlpthipg ijapre to fear, because the 
qenerfwjny Wias p^, ^nd he was accordingly no 
IPB®^ ^ Jawfyl priz^. 

, Effe^^ialy being jjws affured, yepfured tQ 
ceturi) to his natiop; and, withpujC fettling 
ajBajOfig .thjem, he made feyeral voyage? tjbuher : 
he happened to be there when the Sun, called 
the Stung Serpeht^ brother to the great Sun, 
di^d ; be wa$ a relation of the late wife of £/- 
tea£lealy and they refolved to make him pay hi? 
debt. M. de Bienville had been recalled to 
France, ai)d tj[^e foyfireino of the Notches 
D 4 thought 
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tboaghty that the prptedor^s ablcnce had ammlr 
led the reprieve granted to the proteA<d per-? 
ion % and accordingly he caufed him to Ik ^^ 
reftcd. As foon as the poor fellow found him- 
felf in the hut of the girand chief of war, together 
with the other vidims dcftined to be iacrificcd 
to die Sfung Serpent^ he gaye.vcnt to the excefs 
of his grief. The favourite wife of the late Sun^ 
who was likewife to be iacrificed, and who ikw 
the preparations for her dotth with Brmntk, 
and feemed impatient to rejoin her huib«nd, 
hearing EfieaSeaPs complaints and groans, (M 
tohinni. Art thou no warrior? He anfwered. 
Yes, I am one. However, feid flic, thou cry- 
ell, life is dear to thee ; and as that is the cafe, 
jt is not good that thou fliouldft go along with 
us, go with the women. Ettealftal replied, 
Trup, life is dear to me ^ it would be well if I 
walked yet on earth till to the death of the gceai 
{>un, and I would die with him. Go thy way, 
fiud the favourite, it is not fit thou fhouldft gp 
with us, and that thy heart ihould remain bo^ 
hind ou earth ; once more ^ away, and let mo 
ifee thee no more. 

EtfeaSleal did not ftay to have this order re- 
peated to hirp V he difappearpd like lightning : 
three old women, two of which were his rela- 
tions, o^ed to pay 1^9 debt ^ their age and 

their 
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d^r inflrnAides had di%\i(led them of life ; none 
ctf dtcm had been able to ufe their legs for a * 
great while* iTbe hair of the two that were re^^ 
kted to Biteadidlj were no nK>re gray than thofe 
of wofiNen of fifty-five years in France. The 
cfther old Womah was a hundred and twenty, 
yesrs old, and had Very white hair, which is a 
a very tmconimon thing amoiig the Indians t 
none of die three had a quite wrinkled fkim 
T)iey were dif{^hed in the evening, one at the 
door of the Stimg Strptnt^ and the other two up- 
on the -place before the templa *. 

The gcnerofity of thcfe women gave EtteaHeid 
life again, acquired him the degree of confidered^ 
and cleared his honour, which he had fuUied by 
fearing deaths He remained quiet after that 
time; and, taking advantage of what he had 
learnt during his ftay aniong the French, he be- 
came a juggler, ' and made ufe of hi^ knowledge 
to impofe upon his countrymen -j^. 

• The 

V' ! ' tf ' I ■ 

. * A cord h fafteiied roui^d tbf ir iiecks with ^ flip knot, 
and eight men of their relations flrangle them, by drawing 
four one way and four the other ; fo many arc not ncceflary, 
but as they acquire nobility by fuch executions, there are 
always more than are wanting, and the operatioQ is perform* 
«ll in an inftant^ 

t The jugglers in this country, perform the funftioni 
of priefts, phyficians, and fortune-tellers, and chiefly pre- 
tend to pais for forcerers. 
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The favourite . ^3fi?f^. Jp,. tb^ .gPS3^§i«^ . ^^ 
whom there were feveral Frenchmen, to take 
Ifaye of him : ^ gayc. o,i?4c^ ^clfe? Su|is- of 

fppket^thefpUcprwfiggdFe^^^,^^ ^ 



** tca^ nijiiflf frp;^ yo^ ^vf^B^^ ffid i^^f^lfewi 
" )Wir;f4f}i^5 ftpp?jt ^ftw^s /9r ^ in the, 
" country of thp %ifi^ji «i|^ I .)yqrg,.tp J-ieW ^ 
*/,jypur tegrs, I would inju/e my love, and fail 
**Tn my dutyr -i Iravc done enough for you, by 
<^ bearing you next to rriy heart, and by fuck- 
•* ling you with my breafts. Toy that are'de-. 
" fcended of his Wood, ^ /ed hy my nqdlk^, 
'r;i0^gbt you to ihiCjd teaj^ ? Rejoin rather that 
** you are Suns and warriors ; you a« bound t^' 
^ give examples of firmnefs and vak>ur to the 

** whole 
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«^ £^M»^ (mfrfm^ ^>t)iafe.o£yQurfadior»: 
("r^^e^ymw^^lliQ^i jl k»yi$. you. aoti^ thfntj! 

^f w# gc»«?Mti ,iiMlte yqaifillTcs worthy bf 

'^ki^kre Acta ^riath acaanpfe, : 

, ,*' Aijd yo» Ffcachnieiv*^: added Jhc, turnmg' 
Imi^ totr»St oux^ofikers/ M Ireeonimetul liif 
'^ pflfpiaiiHchilArmto youj thcyirill know htf 
? ofiUer fasheis than )ao\i ; ybn ^qgist tx» pocitdf 

After t^tatihegp^Wps «h4 followed bylfcr 
tro6p, rcgftrncd w her httftaadV hut, wkh: ^ 
furprifing firmnefs, 

• •*. '^•. ^ •• • : i..-:."^ : " ^r 

A noble^^ottian came *t0* join herfdf to the 
number ofl^i^Hms of her oMi aecord, behig eri-> 
^gcd, by the fri^ndihip (he bore- the Stung Ser^ 
finty to follow him into the other world. The 
Europeans caHed^her t\iQ tati^hJy tady, on afcT 
count of- her majcfHc deportment, and her 
proud air, and becaufe fhe only frequented the 
company of the moft diftinguifhcd Frenchmen ; 
$hey regj:efa:ed I^er i^uch^ becaufe fhe had the 

know- 
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lltmffkdffi o£ ftvtni &npks» widi which flie 
kfd faved the Uv€& af many <^ our fick. This 
mowig fight fiUid oar peo|^le with grief and 
hc»Tor. The favouri^ wife of the'<teceafed rofc 
up, and fpciscto them with a fmifidg coufitenaniie : 
*t I die withaut fear,'* faid fhe» ^« grief does not 
^embitmr mf laft hours, I reedmtiiend my 
•^childftai to you; wh^iever yqu fee them, 
** Qoble Frenchmen^ remraobcr that you ihave 
^ loved their father, and that he was till death 
^ a true aad iincere fHodd c^your maion, whopi 
*^lie loved more than hirafttf. Thed»pQferof 
^ life has been pleafed to calLhkn, aiid I (hall 
^^ fbon go and join him y I (hall tell him that I 
** |iave Iben your hearts moved at the light of 
^* ^i§ corps : do not be grieved ; we fliall be^ 
^ longer friends ia^cfar ^mntry of the f^riu dian 
** tete, bccaufc we do not die jthcre again ♦/• 

Thefe words forced tears from the eyes of all 
i]>e French \ thpy were oUiged to do all they 
could to prevent tbe^r^/ Sun fromkiUing hkn* 
ielf ', for he was inconfolable at thc.d^th of his 

brother^ 

"^ At the hour intended for the ceremony^ they mdde th^ 
vi&ims fwallow little balls or pilk of tobacco, in order to 
inake them giddy, and as it were to takp the fe^ifa^on of 
p^n from them ; after that they were all ftrangled, and put 
upon mats, the farourite on the right, the other wile on the 
left, agd the others according |o their rank* 
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Mother, upon whom he was tifcd to lay fiife' 
weight of government, he being great chief of 
war (if the Natches. i. e. Gcneraliffimo of theit 
armies ; that prince grew ftirio\» by die rdlft^ 
ftnce he mtt with ; he heldi his gun by the iMUf- 
Tcl, and the *k», his prefumptive hek*, held it 
by the lock, and caufed the powder to fall out of 
the pffn ; the hut was full of Sansi NMts^ and 
HoncutdtUs^i who were all trembling : but the 
Frehch nuicd their l^nrits again^ by hiding all the 
ar^ns belonging to the fo^ereign^ and filling the 
barrel of his gun with water^ that it might be 
unfit for ufe for fome time^ 

An foott as the Suns few their fovcrcign*s Hffe 
in fafety, they thanked the French, by fquee*-* 
ing thdr hands, but without fpeaking ; a moft 
profound filence reigned throughout, for grSrf 
and awe kept in bounds the multitude that werit 
prefent. 

The wife of- the grtat Sun was feizcd with 
fear during this tranfaftion^ She was aflced 

whether 

♦ The dbbBihcd diffinftfons among thcfc Indians weie 
as/ofiows : The Suns, rcl^ons of thp great Sun, held tic 
hlghefi rank; next came the NoSIesy^fter them the Hcttt^ 
rabies; and M of all, the common peoj^ld, wKo were very 
much dcfpifcd. As the nobility was propagated by the wo* 
men, this qontriblited ^uch to multiply it. 
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ff if tlic Frenchmen go out of this hut, . «iy hair 
>f ^d^^^s^ imd all tbe Nac^bes will dit wkk 
.^^mv HQ^y.4ihe% bi^ve, iFreochis^eja^ 4iecauip 
If your woids aie as poweif ul ai 4s^cm^i ]ofr 
7* fides, wt^ cjottld Iw^e venti)pf4 tz> ^o ^liac 
*' you JiWc done ? But yiHi are hk uruetfrieQi^ 
>^ and thofe <^ his bflBther /' Theii^k v& obljg(^ 
-the^w/ 5w's wife to follow her •Ivifiiafid in dip 
^ve : this was doubtless the caufe of hef fetrs^ 
«fid U^j^^iTe the gratiuide lowiifds tf^ Fr^m^ ' 
who intereiled themfelves 4ii bei^df of .his ^iiin% 
prompted her to Q>eak in the aboye'^mentioned 
iiianiicr. 

■* The £reat^m gave *hk hand tjo the )Qfficet% 
and iai4 to them : ^ My iri«nd$9 jdqqt heart is^ib 
''' overpowered with £ripf» thaty tbou£^ Jtny 
" eyes were open, I have not taken notice that 
**you have been ftanding all this while, nor 
*' have I afked you>to £t down i bw pardon the 
**«KC€feof4ny affliftiqn.** . ' 

The f renduned told 4Uin, 4hat he had.Jid 

Med of exctifes ; that they wdi?e .g<^ng rtodeave 

him alone, but that' they we)uld ceafe to be his 

"friends unlefs he gave, orders tb light the fires 

again 
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vgMil ^'^ ii^boMg ii\rtv9h bsfore tficm, vnd tkfe 

'^e^ SituM ndc le^vl^ inn tili liiis brotihlar ' ««s 

^oned^ ■ '■•' ' >■ ' ■' 

- . HeYodk lil the FiseflchMKftbf fihfe hitn^s> 'ilfld 
rflad» ^^^bi^tsta xis& tskidik 4M ^dbfe eBcets 
*« mil Invrente ftxy cm «af^ 4>itfll4 ^o tiy I i«SII ' 
*« not MH ini^i let t^'fin^s Ife figftted i^Mh 

•** tomy |}r<*he<r'; 1 4m^4lready old, atid ^-I 
*«!iiie 1 fhaU mlk Kf^h e^ French $ bad tch^c 
" been'fftfltbem, Ithdutdhavt gont with -ittf 
**in:OchdP; ^iid iiU-liMi ^^ 'Wduld hove be^ 
♦• c©vwftd>wiih dead bo*^" ' 

Hiis ptintt «)nly furvivcd the Siting Serp^ 
em year^ ^^lid *is iiephcw ftfodewJed him; fHc 
reign of that young prince pi*6^ed very tmform- 
natc to the colony. You Ihall fee. Sir, by the 
feqod of this letter, that die cblbhy^wes its 
feffety only to the mother of this fo^^ereign 5 The 
^ gorfrom him <!he>fecret ©f dte^flferal conCpiratfy 
agBii^duf liacioft, whditi Ihe Uived very«iiieh^ 

*v I tmill do -jilfllke to the Indfafe ; tlie pro^ 

?i«8ii<5h Chey^^fiied of d^ftroyinfg all dieFteii^ 

. . ■ ^ - ^het*, 

* The great Sun had given orders 'to put out all thelfires, 
* ' iftfekh-BB only done at the death of the feterefgivs. 
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liere, wiu not the refult of natui^ inconftanof 
or fkkie t^imper ; it .was die bad conduft of an 
officer, who infulted a people whom he oog^t 
to have treated gently^ that toufed their anger. 
Free bora tien, living peaceatfly in the country 
where then: anbcftors fettled, could not bear the 
tyranny which the ftrangers exercifed orer them, 
who wert come to fettle amongft them. The 
Skur de ChepoTj commandant of the poft of the 
Naickes^ tic^c&cd to gain the efteem of the 
French and the Indians under hit care i he abu- 
fed A(^ who would not enter into his criminal 
tonduft^ and trufted the moft impoftaht pofts 
to fcijeants and corpMals who were entirely de- 
voted to him. You can eafily conceive. Sir, 
that tJie military difcipline was entirely fubvert- 
ed by preferences of this kind, which arc fo con- 
trary to fubordination. 

M. Dumonti the fecond officer, made remm- 

firancesy which were not attended to, and to 

which he gave no odier anfwer than by pntrii^ 

him in irons. As foon as he was fet at liberty, 

he went down to the capital to lay his complaints 

before M. Perfitr^ then governor of Dmi/kna. 

M« de Chepar was recalled to give account of his 

^nduft 5 he was to be broken, but his intrigues 

.and his patrons fervcd him, he was admitted 
and fent back to his poll:, 

Inftead* 



] 
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Inftead of being correded by this mortifica- 
tion, he concluded himfelf as before, and be- 
came the objedl of deteftation and abhorrence of 
both the French and Indians •, he irritated the 
latter, and forced them to come to the moft 
violent extremities, M. de ChepaVy dcfxrous of 
making his fortune in a fliort time, fummoned 
the Sun of a village called the jipple^ to retire 
with his people, and to leave him the ground 
which he occupied, becaufe he wanted to make 
himfelf a habitation on it, which fliould turn 
out to good account. The Cir/jn^ reprefented to 
hin^, that the bones of his anceftors were repofed 
there : his rcmonftrances proved ufelefs ; the 
French commandant ordered the Great Sun to 
caufe the village to be evacuated, and even 
threatened to fend him loaded with irons to New 
Orleans in cafe of noncompliance. Perhaps 
this officer thought, he could treat the chief as 
a flave ; he did not refleft, that he fpoke to a 
man accuftomed to command, and whofe autho- 
rity was defpotic over his fubjeds. 

The Great Sun heard him, and retired with- 
out fhewing any paflion -, he affembled his 
council, where it was refolved, that M. de Che- 
par ftiould be told, that before they could eva- 
cuate the Jpple village, they muft make the plan 
of another, and that this required two moons time. 

Vol. L E This 
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This refolution was notified to the govcr- 
^lor, who fent back the nieffcngers, and threat* 
cned them with the fevered punifhments, if the 
village of the Apple was not put in his hands 
within a very fliort term. This anfwer was 
brought to the council> where the old men were 
of opinion that they ought to gain time, during 
which they (hould confult upon the means of 
getting rid of thefe troublefome ftrangers, who 
were going to become tyrants. As they knew 
M. de Chepar to be very felfifh, they agreed to 
propofe it to him, to grant them a delay of feveral 
months, during which each hut was to give him 
a tribute in Indian corn or maize, in game, and 
in furs. The avarice of the governor made 
him fall into the fnare ; he accepted the propo- 
fition, but pretended however that he only did 
it in order to oblige the nation, whom he loved 
on account of their conftant fricndfliip with the 
French. The Great Sun was not impofed upon 
by this artful difintereftednefs ; he ordered his 
council to meet again, and informed them, that 
the term they had defired had been granted, and 
that it ^as neceflary they Ihould make good ufc 
of it, Gonfider of the means erf getting rid of a 
heavy tribute, and above all of the tyrannical 
domination of the French. He obferved, that 
fuch an enterprize required an inviolable fecret, 
iblid meafares» and, above all, a great deal of 

cunning } 
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tunning.; he recommended it to theitij that 
thiy fhould lA the mean white iticrtf afe the proofs 
of confidence arid ftieridfhip to th^ French ; re* 
fitdc. Upon What was to be dorie, and retiirri to 
the coiWcil as foort as they had hit upon fomi 
projeA whi<^h might be attended iwith certaiti 
fuGcefsi 

During fiv6 or fix days the ftdbles aftd old 
ttien ctonfulted with each other^ and met again 
unanimoufly refolded to deftroy all the French* 
The oldeft man in the council^ having faluted 
his chief, fpoke to the following efteft : 

. *< We have loilg cxiicl-i^ficedi that the fteigh-» 
*' boilrhood of the Frertch do^s us more harm 
** thail good 5 we^ old men perteivii it, but out 
'^ydtrths do liot fee it; the Europeiwi goods 
" pleafe the youilg people, but of What fervici* 
♦* are they ? They feduce our wivesi corrupt 
** the manners of the nation, detauch 6ui* girls^ 
** and make them proud and idle*: " The young 
** men are in the fame cafe; the hulbands riitfft 
" over-work themfelves, merely to fatisfy the 
^* luxury of their wives. Before the French 
' ** came into thefe countries, we w^re itien^ we 
•* were contented with What we had ; we walk- 
" ed boldly on all the roads, becaufe we were 
" our own matters ; but now we only go by 
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** gropingt for fear of finding thorns iii our' 
•• way ; wc go like flaves, and fuch we fliall 
•* foon be, fince they ufc us as fuch already** 
•* As foon as they (hall have power enough, 
*' they will no longer keep in bounds, they will 
** load us with irons ; has not their chief threat- 
•* ened to offer that indignity to ours j . and is 
** not death preferable to ^avery * ?" 

Here the oratpr paufed ; and, after taking 
breath, continued as follows : 

** What fhall we wait for ? Shall we fufFer 
•* the French to multiply till we can no longer 
*• refift them? What will the other nations fay 
•* of us ? We pafs for the mod fenfible among 
" the red tnen f , and they will have reafon to 
*• fay that we have lefs fenfe than other people. 
•• Why fhall we wait longer ? Let us fct our- 
** felves *t liberty, and let us fhew that we arc 
** true men. We muft begin this day to pre- 
•' pare for it ; we muft, order our wives to get 
^^ viduals in readineis, without telling them the 

*' reafon. 

* Nature alone has taught thefe &vages to refpe^ their 
Ibvereign, and to cherifh liberty. 

f Thut the Indians call tiiemfelves, to diftinguilh them* 
felves from the Europeans who are white, and from the A- 
iricans who are black. 
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** reafon. Let us bring the calumet of peace ta 
" all the nations of this country, and tell them 
** that the French ftrive to fubdue this whole 
** continent ; and that, as they are ftronger in 
" our neighbourhood than any where elfe, we 
** Ihall be the firft whom they will load with 
" their yoke. As foon as they Ihall havQ fuffi- 
" cient forces, they will load all the other na- 
•' tions with it ; let us convince them how much 
" it is their iijtereft to prevent this misfortune, 
•* which cannot be avoided but by exterminating 
" them ; let all the nations join us in this un- 
** dertaking;, let us deftroy the French every 
' " where on the fame day, and at the fame hour; 
** kt the time of the maffacre be that of the ex^ 
" piration of the term their chief has granted 
•* us : thus we can free ourfclves from the tri* 
" bute which we have laid on ourfelves ; and 
" thus the victuals which we brought them, will 
*' come into our polTeflron again : On that great 
*^ day of liberty our warriors (hall have their 
" fire-arms with them -, the Natches (hall fpread 
•* among the French, there Ihall be three or 
*' four of us in each houfe to one Frenchman ; 
** they ihall borrow fire-arms and ammunition 
" of them, under pretence of a general chace 
*' on account of fome great feaft, and they fhall 
" promife to bring back fome game. Some 
•' guns fired near the houfe of the governor of 
E 3 " the 
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^* the fort, (hall be the fignal for them ^to fall 
^* upon the French. In order to make all the 
^* advantage we can of this blow, the other na-» 
*^ tions m^jft fecqnd us ; they muft make the 
^* fame i^iaflacre of the Frenchmen at their fe- 
^* veral ftations ; to be fure of that, we mufi 
^* make fome bundles of rods, containing ah 
♦5 equal number, giv^ each of them a bundle, 
^^ and keep one ; let them take notice of the 
^^ number of (Jays they ^re to wait •, every inorn- 
^ ing one rod muft be cut in pieces and thrown 
^* into the fire, and when there wilj be but one 
V left, the time of the flaugliter is come ; it 
** muft begin at the firft quarter of the day (i. e. 
f^ at nine o'clock in the morning); we Ihallfall 
^^ upon our tyrants all at once ; they Ihall be 
^' oyenVhelmed on all fides; and when they aro 
^* once deftrpyeid, it will be an eafy matter to 

' ^^ prevent thofe from fettling atnong us that 
^* conie frpip ;he old continent, acrofs the great 
^' lake. It rpvift be recommended before • all 
^^ things, to be exaft in drawing a rod from the 
^* bundle every day ;'the leaft miftake can have 
^' dangerous confequences ; we fhall charge 
^* fome wife man with it, apd \^e niyft beg ou?" 
^? neighbours to imitate us/^ 

.flere the orator ^ave over, and the old men 
approved of his propofal i the ^un qf the jfipplt 

village 
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village applauded above all j he was the moft 
hurt by the injuftice of M. de Chepar \ his pri- 
vate revenge would acx:ordingly be the moft fa- 
tisfied, he feared to fee it fail, and therefore re- 
prefented to the council the confequcnces of in- 
difcretion, and even engaged them to keep the 
lecret of this confpiracy from the female Suns *• 
It now remained to make the grand chief of the 
Natches enter into their fcheme ; notwithftanding 
the great defire he had to be rid of the French, 
the projeft feemed too violent to him; the Sua 
of the Apple took upon himfelf to determine 
him to it ; he was reckoned a man of fcnfe and 
penetration, and on that account was in greal 
repute with the nation : he fucceeded ; he re- 
marked to the great Sun the neceffity of this 
mcaTure, by telling him what he had to fear for 
himfelf; the French governor of the fort had 
threatened him, that he would foon drive him 
from his village ; the great Sun was young, and 
confequently a weak man, he that fpoke to him 
was a cunning one , the defign was approved of: ' 
the next morning, when the Suns came to fa- 
lute their fovereign, they received orders to' go 
E 4 to 



* The Indians have two words to denote male and fe- 
male Suns, (after the manner of the Englifh words prince, 
frincefs) which the French author has happily exprtfled by 
Sokil zxiii SokilU. 
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to the village of the Apple, under fome pre- 
tence or other, without raifing any fufpicion that 
they went thither in purfuance of fotpc order ; 
this was executed as required. The Teducing 
genius of the Sun of the Apple attrafted them 
all, and they all promifed to enter into the con- 
fpimcy. A couilcil of Suns and old men was 
immediately formed 5 the projed was propofed 
there again, and carried unanimoufly 5 the old 
men were appointed ambafladors to the other 
nations •, they had warriors to accompany them, 
and it was forbidden under p^in of death to 
fpeak of this to any perfon. They fet out im- 
mediately all at once, and unknown to the 
French, 

Notwithftanding the profound fecret that was 
kept among theNatches, the common people was 
uneafy at the councils of Suns and noble old men 
that had been held ; it is not uncommon in every 
country in the world, to fee fubjed:s endeavour 
to penetrate the fecrets of the couft. However, 
the curiofity of the people could not be fatis- 
fied i none but the female Suns (or princefles) 
had a right in this nation to enquire why they 
kept thbir proceedings fecret from them. The 
young wife of the great Sun was but eighteen 
' years old, and cared very little about it ; only 
the female Sun called the Slung Arm^ mother 

of 
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of the fovereign, and a woman of good fcnfe 
(which Ihe was not ignorant of) could take it 
ill, that they kept the fecret from her. She 
Ihewed her difcontentment to her fon, who an* 
fwered, that the ^mbaflies were fent out for the 
fake of renewing alliances with other nations, 
with whom they had long been at peace, and 
who might think themfeives defpifcd if they 
were longer negleded. This diflimulated an- 
fwer feemcd to appeafe the Sun Stung Arm^ but 
it did not take off her uneafinefs ; on the contra- 
ry it redoubled, when Ihe faw, upon the return 
of the ambafTadors, that the Suns aflembled in 
fecret with thofe deputies, to hear how they had 
been received, whereas fuch councils were gene- 
^Uy held in public. 

The princefs was vexed at this : What, faid 
Ihe to herfelf, they hide from me what the whole 
nation ought to know : if her prudence had not 
checked her anger, (he would have given vent 
to it then. It was happy for the French that (he 
thought herfelf thus defpifed ; (he juftly feared 
to augment the impo(ribility of coming at the 
fecret, if ftie laid open her difpleafure. Her ge- 
nius fuggelted her the means of fatisfying her 
curiofity •, ihe prevailed upon the great Sun, her 
fon, to go with her to fee a relation who lived 
in the village of the Apple, and who (he had 

heard 
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heard was very ill. Under pretence of leading 
him the fineft road, (he took him on the longeft, 
which was indeed the leaft frequented. She had 
a good deal of penetration ; (he imagined, that 
the motive of this fecret arofe from their carry- 
ing oij fomething to the difad vantage of the 
French 5 what confirmed her conjectures, were 
the preparations which the Sun of the Apple 
was making. Finding herfclf in a folitary place 
with her fon, fhe fpoke to him in the following 
words ^ 

" Let us fit down here, for I am tired, and 
•• I have likewife fomething to'fay to thee •,*• as 
foon as they were feated, Ihe added, " Open 
** thy ears to hear me ; I never taught thee to 
** lie, and I always told thee,, that a liar did not 
** deferve to be ranked among men, and that a 
** lying Sun deferved to meet with the greateft 
•* contempt, and even from women ; therefore 
•* I believe thou wilt tell me truth. Tell me 
** then, are not all the Suns brothers ? How- 
*' ever, they all keep off from me, as if my lips 
** were cut off, and I could not retain my words ; 
*^ or doft thou think that. I ever Ipoke in my 
" fleep. I am in delpair to fee myfelf flighted 
** by my brothers, but above all by thee. 
^* What, art thou not my own offspring ? Haft 
♦^ thau not f\K:kled ^t my breaft ?. And have I 

" not 
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•* not fed thcc with my pureft blood ? Does not 
** the fame blood run in our veins ? Couldft 
•* thou be a Sun if thou wert not my fon ? Haft 
*• thou forgotten, that, without my care, thou 
^* wouldft have been dead long ago ? Every 
•* body, and I myfelf have told thee, that thou 
** art the fon of a Frenchman * ; but my own 
•* blood is dearer to me than that of ftrangers, . 
•* I now walk by thy fide like a bitch, without 
" being looked upon ; I wonder that thou doft 
♦* not kick nie away with thy foot : I am not fur- 
** prifed that the others hide themfelves from 
** me 5 but thou, who art my fon, canft thou 
*' do it ? Haft thou ever feen a fon miftruft his 
•* mother in our nation ? Thou art the only 
** one of that temper. There is fuch an uproar 
♦* in the nation, and I am ignorant of the caufe 
♦* of it, I who am the old Sun ; art thou 
" afraid that I ftiould rebuke thee, or make thee 
♦* the flave of the French, againft whom you 
^* aft ? O ! I am tired of this contempt, and 
♦* of walking with fuch ungrateful people." 

The 

* This princcfs had, for a long time, loved an officer of 
oar nation ; there was no doubt of his being the father of 
the great Sun, and that took off nothing of the refped that 
his fubjeds owed him ; the women gave nobility among 
them, and they were contented if they were fure of a man'i 
|no0icr, they cared very little to know who was his father, 
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The ion of this Sun was quite ftruck with lier 
d]f(:oitrfe ; he was moVed by it to tears, and 
heard thefe remonftrances with the ufual tran- 
quility of an American^ and with the refpeft 
due to a princefs ; he afterwards anfwered her 
to the following purport. *' Thy reproaches are 
•* arrows which pierce my breaft, and I do not 
•* think I ever fcomed or defpifed thee ; but haft 
** thou ever heard it faid, that the refolves of 
•* the council of the old men may be revealed ? 
•* Is it not the. duty of all men to keep fecrets, 
" and I who am a fovcreign ought not I to fet 
^ an example ? The great Sun my wife has 
•• not been informed of the fecret any more than 
•• thyfelf. Though it is known that I am a 
** Frenchman's fon, I have not been miftrufted ; 
** they have well imagined, that thy great ge- 
*• nius would find out the fecret of the council ; 
** but when it was kept from the great Sun ray 
** wife, was it fit that thou ftiouldft be informed 
•* of it ? But fince thou haft guefled it all, 
•* what can I tell thee further ? Thou knoweft 
*'^ as much of it as myfclf, (b (hut thy mouth.** 

**Iwa$ dubious,** faid (he, ^•^ about whom 
*' you were taking fo many precautions ; but 
•* fince it is againft the French, I fear you have 
" not taken your meafures well to furprife 
** them : for I know they have a great deal of 

** fenfc. 
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" fenfc, though the governor of thb ftation has 
** loft his ; they arc brave 5 they have goods 
^^ in fufficient quantity to make ^1 the other na** 
^ tions aA againft ds. If you had a mind to at* 
** tack only the red men, I fhouldfleep with 
•* more fecurity ; I am no more young* 5 an 
** bid woman's life is a trifle, but thine, is dear 
** to me. If your old men have thought it as 
•* eafy a matter to furprife the French as the red 
^ men, they are grofsly miftaken 5 the Frenck 
** have refources which wehavd not, thou know- 
** eft they have the /peaking fubftance (i. /. pa* 
**per)/* 

Her (on told her, that fiie had nothing to feaf 
with regard to the meafures which had been ta- 
ken. After telling her all that I have juft now 
informed you 0^ be told her that the bundle of 
rods was in the ten^ple, upon the flat piece of 
wood (or, the table). 

When the prjncefs was fofficiently informed 
of every particular, ftie pretended to approve 
of the proceedings 5 and, leaving her fon entire- 
ly eafy, flie only meditated on the means of ren- 
dering this barbarous defign abortive j flie had 
but little time left, for the day fixed for the 

maflacre was near at hand. 

This 

• Her lov€r was already dead fome time*. 
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This woman could not confent to fee all the 
French dcftroyed in one day by the confpiracy 
of the Hatches ; flie therefore -undertook to bid 
tfiem keep upon their guard \ for that purpofe 
file made ufe of fome Indian girls who had 
French lovers, but flie commanded them ex- 
prefely not to fay that they a6ted by her orders* 

The Sieut k Maciy eiifign of the garrifon of 
the fort at the Natches, received advice by a 
yovtng Indian girl who loved him \ fhe told hint 
crying, that her nation was to maflacre all the 
French. M. de MacU amazed at this difcourfe^ 
queftioned his miftrefs : her fimple anfwcrs and 
her tender fears left lum no room to doubt of 
the plot : he went immediately to give M. de 
CAfpiW' intelligence of it, who put him under arreft 
for giving a falfe alarm y feven of the inhabitants 
of the fort, inftru£led by the fame means, go* 
ming to afk his leave to take U]^ arms, in order 
to prevent a furprife, were put in irons \ the go- 
vernor treated them as cowards^ and was vexed, 
that they endeavoured to infpirc him with any 
miftruft againft a nation that ihewed fo much 
friendlhip: the regularity of their payments kept 
up his fecurity : he did not fufpeft the politics of 
the Indians j he blindly dcfpifed thcm^ nor did 
he think men of their kind capable of fo much 
cunningi 

The 
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The Sun Stung Attn (kw with grief, that her 
cares for the confervation of the French were 
ufclefs; Ihe was determined to fcrve them in 
fpitc of themfelves ; Ihe could not preferve them 
all, and therefore flie endeavoured to lefien the 
number of viftims as much as pofilble ; Ihe fc- 
cretly went to the temple *, fhe drew a couple 
of rods out of the bundle unnoticed by the 
priefts 5 her intention was to forward the day 
fixed for the execution of the confpiracy ; (he 
forefaw that the maflacre which wo^ld happen at 
the NaHhes vfoyAdi foon be fpread far about, 
that the French who were fettled among the 
other nations would be informed of it, and be 
upon their guard. That was the oniy thing that 
remained for her to do, and (he fucceedcd in it % 
the Natches found they were come to their laft 
rod, without perceiving the impofture; they 
boldly began the intended flaughter, in the per- 
fuaiion that their allies would z&, at the fame 
time. 

The 28th of December 1729, at eight in the 
morning, the Indians Iprcad among the French } 
Ibme difcharges of guns, that were to ferve as a 
fignal, were fired near the door of M. dt Chepaf% 

houfe; 

• Only the Suns among the women could go into th# 
temple* 
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houfe; and immediately they fell upon the 
French every where at the fame time* 

Mem de Roily, chief faaors of the Weft In- 
dia company, were killed firft. M. de la Loire 
dis Urfins houfe made fome refiftance ; his fer- 
vants killed eight Natches before they were over- > 
powered. M. des Urfins himfelf, who juft was 
taking a ride, but returned at the firft firing of 
the guns, was flopped by, a troop of Indians : 
he defended himfelf very bravely, killed four of 
them, and died pierced with wounds. , This is \ 
all that the entreprife coft the|Indians: they 
murdered near two thoufand perfons ; only 
twenty-five or twenty-fix negroes efcaped, and 
moft of them were wounded. One hundred and 
fifty children, ninety women, and as many ne- 
groes, were taken prifoners, in hopes of felling 
them to the Engliih in Carolina. 

During this carnage the great Sun was quiet- 
ly fitting under one of the India company's 
ware-houfes ; they brought him firft of all the 
head of the governor, then thofe of the chief 
Frenchmen, which he ordered to^ be ranged 
round the firft. All the others were put; ia 
heaps J the corpfes were not buried, and be- 
came the prey of vultures ; they cut open the 
bodies of women big with child, and murdered 

almoft 
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almoft ail thofe that had children at the breaft, 
becaufe their cries and tears importuned them ; 
they made all the reft flaves, and treated them 
with the greateft indignity. 

Some people pretend, that M. de Chepar had 
the misfortune to periih laft of all; and to be the 
Ipedtator of this horrible flaughter : he (;hcn 
found, but too late, how wife the advices were 
that had been given him. The Indians told 
him, that a dog as he was did not defervc to die 
by the hands of warriors : he was given up to 
tht ftinking ftlhrws'^j who killed him with ar- 
rowSj and afterwards cut off his head. 

Such was the death of a man who only follow- 
ed his own head, his cruelty, his avarice, and ^ 
his ambition. As no Frenchman efcaped from 
this maflacre, it cannot be exaftly afcertaihed 
what kind of death they made the Governor un- 
dergo ; it is enough to know, that his enemies 
were a barbarous peojil^, whom he had irritated. 
A good adminiftration would have attached them 
to the Frehch, who drew great advantages from 
them : thus the fault of one man can draw after 
it the ruin of a whole colony -, one cannot be 

Vol. I. F fuf- 

if 

* The common people among the Natches are called AT/- 
ch^'Michequipif which fignidcs ftinking fdlo^* 
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fufficiently cautious in the choice of thofe v/hq 
^rp to be fent as <g>vprnors into thofe parts. Thf 
Indians, notwithjftanding thp idea$ we have of 
them, are not always eafily managed j polir 
tics and wifdom muft neccflarily be employed, 
in or4er to gbtain theif fripi>dibip ; ^hey will not 
. be pflfended with impi}nity, this hiftory is ^ 
proof of it ; nothing could be better coi^dufted 
than the plot of the patches ; and how pnhappy 
had it been, without the interpofition pf Provi- 
dence ! The Sun Stung jirtfi was worthy of the 
greeted acknowledgementjs, but it is not we}} 
t^nowij hqw fhpy have bepn mad^ to hen 

The nations who entered into the plot with 
the ^au^esj not knowing the ftratageiTii by 
which thp ftro)ce had beeq" ^dvanped, beJieved 
tl)ey were betrayed : The C/j^ffaw nation ima- 
gined, that the iyi?/<:/;^^ were'upwillifig to give 
thpni their Ihare of the plunder of the French j 
and, to convjncp the latter that they had no part 
in the conjuration, th^y joined them ii) order to 
.chaftife tlie Na^cHes. T)iefe returned the French 
women and the negroes whom fhey had taken ; 
fome tjoie after they >yere attacked in their in^ 
. jtrenchnients, buf efcaped by the help of a thun- 
der-ftorni^ and quitted >|the country. About a 
thoufand of them we^e taken and brought to 
Nm Orleans, and afterwards fold to thCviOe of 

'^ ^ ' ' ^ St. 
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St. Domingo. Among thefe prifoners was the 
Great Sun^ his wife, and his mother, who relai- 
ted to the French the above detail of the plot. 
The Great Sun difowned the maffacre •, he faid 
that his nation had abufed his youth, in or- 
der to ftrike this blow ; that he had always lov- 
ed the French 5 that it was their own chief who 
had compelled the Natches to this defperate 
aftion, by his extortions upon a free nation. 
The French were contented with his difavowal ; 
they yeated him and his mother and wife with 
gentlenefs ; but as they did not return to their 
nation, dicy foon died with grief. Since that 
time this country is not inhabited : the Natches^ 
being purfued by the French, and being too 
weak to refift them, took refuge among the Cfd- 
pachas *, where they found" an afylum. 

We ftill have a fort here, but the colony is 
fer from be^ng brilljant ; fhe means of eftablilh- 
ing it y^ould be to attraft other Indians to it. 
This is all. Sir, which I can relate to you con- 
cerning this part of the country. I fhall now 
foon leave it, and continue my voyage ; and I 
conclude my letter, by renewing to you the pror 
Reflations of thofe fcntiments which you knqw 
mp capable of. And am, SIR, &c. 

At the Natchesy Sept. 

lo, 1751. F 2r Jl^ E Tr 

f . Chicka&ws. 
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L E T T E R IV. 

3I9 the fame. 

^he Author arrives at the Akanzas. Unhappy 

Death ef the People of Ferdinando Soto. Re- 

JkSUons on the Folly of Mm whofeek for a Mottn- 

tain of Gold. Origin of the famous Dorado, 

Short Accomt of the tragic Death of M, dc In 

S I R, 

F^J&^^'IFTER failing abotit a hundred and 
|fi A gj twenty leagues to the north of the 
itJf^S Hatches, up the Miffijippi^ without 
fiieeting with any habitation on the road, we 
nrrived among a pation famous for their friend- 
fh}p for the French, and known formerly from 
the expedition of Ferdinando Soto. I ipoke to 
an old Indian chief of this country, who told 
me, he faw M. dela SaUe here in 1682, when 
he difcovcred {he great riv^r St* ImSy known 

pndcr 
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under the name oiMxJJifippi^ or, as the Indians 
jMronounce it, Me/haffepu which fignifies all tki 
rivers^ ox the great river. 

M. de la Salle paffed by this nation in coming 
down the riyer : he made acquaintance with 
them, and took poffcflion of their country in 
the name of Louis le Grandy of glorious memo- 
ry*; after fixing the crofs and the arms of 
France there, he followed the courfe of the Mif^ 
fifiPPU which enters into the famous gulph of 
Mexico. He took the latitude at its mouth, 
which he found to be twenty-nine degrees north 1 
he failed up again afterwards to the river of 
iZSi«^/V, from ^whence he went to Canada^ and 
from thence he returned into France. 

F 3 On 



• If tyranny, oppreffion, and unbridled ambition are fuf- 
fident to immortalize a prince, it is certain Ltwis XIV. has 
a juft claim to be called greia. It was his happinefs to have 
great minifters in the firft part of his life, in a time when 
the greater part of Europe had very few manufactures ; but 
he was weak enough to give ear to the advices fuggefled to 
him by the Jefuits, and a fuperannuated and bigotted mi- 
ftiefs : this overturned the fyftem of grandeur for which the 
minifters had laid a good foundation, and Lewis had the 
misfortune to (ee all the rival nations around him grow 
powerful and rich, by the emigration of his opprefled Pro- 
tenant fubjeAs, and thus he outlived his own greatnefs: 
Ms death was the moft fortunate event for Franae in hec 
weak and exhaufted ftate. P. 
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On his arrival at court, he imparted hi^ diA 
covery to Meff, Colbert and de Seignelaiy who ob- 
tained for him a commiffion from the King, im- 
porting, that all the countries which he fhould 
diftover from New Bifcay to the Illinois^ and the 
people, both French and Indians, that (hould be 
in thofe countries, fhould be under his orders. 

It was at the fame nation, called JkanzaSj 
that Mr. Joutel arrived, who fet out after the 
death of M. dela SaUe^ with guides to find out 
the Mijfiftppu This is the only officer who has 
left us an account which may be credited; I 
think I ought to give you an abftrad of it ; 
you will find the hiftory of M. ie la Salle in it, 
and of the end of his unlucky expedition. 

In regard to Ferdinand Soto's voyage, I fhall 
but juft mention, that the general hiftory of the 
Weft Indies informs us, that this great officer, 
proud and enriched by the conqueft of Peruy af- 
ter irtibruing his facrilegious hands in the blood 
of the unfortunate family of the Incas^ intended 
to penetrate into this country with the braveft 
of his foldiers, to fubdue the nations that inha- 
bit the neighbourhood of this river, of which I 
am going to give you a defcription ; but he did 
not know the interior parts of this vaft conti- 
nent ; J)erhaps he expetfted to find effeminate 

nations 
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hations in it, as in South America ; he wa^ mif^ 
taken in his hopes^ part of his people were kil-' 
led with clubs by the Ihdians, who flayed the 
principal officers of his arnly, and aftferwards 
expofed their fkins on the door of their temple^ 
which fo frightened the Spaniards that they re-* 
imbafked immediately for Europe; 

The hiftoriaii faysj that FtnUnMd Soft> died 
of the fhanle which the bad fuccefs of this enter 
prize had brought on him^* in 1543 j ind, fincc! 
that time till 16S2, this fine eotintry has beem 
inhabited by no Europeans! 

» 

The fate of M. di la Salle has been ho hajipitf 
than that of Ferdin^.Soto. 

There is rib virtue in map whick is not blend^ 
ed with fome faults 5 this is generally the fault 
of human hatiire i and what increafes our humi- 
liation, the greatelt virtues are often accompa^ 
nicd by the greateft vices. You will eafily per- 
ceive this. Sir, by the Ihort ^xtradt from M» 
Jouters Joyrnalj 

M. Robert Cnvelier dt In halk fet fail frOm i^-^ 

thelle the 24th of July 1684, with a fquadron of 

four niit>S, commanded by M. de BedujeUy a 

captain of a fhip. Two hundred and eighty-* 

F 4 five 
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five pcrfons, together with thirty volunteers* 
and fom^ gentlemen, and a number of workmen 
and girls embarked with him. M. de la Salle 
was on board M. de Beaujeu*s fhip, in whom he 
repofed no manner of confidence. Whatever 
that officer propofed to him, he always anfwered 
with an air of haughtincfs, 'this is not the King's 
intention •, he certainly did not take the proper 
fteps to intereft a man in his undertaking, whofe 
affiftance he wanted to make it fucceed. Every 
one accordingly began to judge difadvantagcr 
oufly of an expedition, the chiefs of which feem- 
cd to aft by very different principles ; and time 
has unhappily confirmed it. 

^e 28th of D,ecembef^684, the fquadron 
difcovered the continent of Florida ; and M. dc 
la Salle, having heard much about the current* 
that fet in to the eaftward in the Mexican gulph, 
he made no doubt but that the mouth of the 
MiJJiJippi was far to the weft ; an error that was 
the caufe of all his misfortunes. Accordingly 
he bore away weftward ; but he advanced very 
little, becaufe he went near the fhore from time 

to 

* Among thcfe were three priefts of St^ Sulfttius, one of 
themM. iii la Sal/eh brother, ChedevilU his relation, and 
Majultey befides four recollefls, who were to eftablifh the 
miffions among the Indians. There were lifcewife two of 
his nephews, Moranget and Ca<v$li(r fourteen years of age. 
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to time, and failed along the coafC to try whe^ 
tber he could not difcover what he fought fon 

The 2d of January 1685, the fquadron was, 
according to conje&ure, pretty near the mouth 
of the MiSlfifpi ; and on the loth they paffed 
by it, widiout perceiving it. l/Lde la Sallcj be- 
ing perfuaded that the fquadron was but jufl: op- 
polite the Appalachian mountains, continued his 
voyage without fending his long-boat on fliore. 

It is faid, that people fhewed him the mouth 
of the river, and that he would not fo much as 
take the jrouble of getting a certainty, becaufc 
he had taken it into his head, that it could not 
be the place which was pointed out toiijiim. 
His obftinacy could not be conquered nor jufti- 
fied. 

He certainly did noe know, or did not think 
of it, that the greateft men in the world have 
often been, , in part, indebted for their greateft 
fuccefc to people of inferior merit ; and thar 
thofe are the wifeft, who profit by the advice 
and underftanding even of thofe that are lefs en- 
dowed than they themfclves. 

Some time after, upon fome hints which the 
Indians on the coaft gave him, he wanted to re- 
turn; 
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turn ; but M. de Beanjeu refused to do him thai 
favour. , They purlucd the fame- cdurfe 5 and 
the fquadron, in a few days, came to St. Ber^ 
nard'shafj without knowing it. This bay is 
one hundred leagues to the weftward of th^ 
mouth of the Mtffiftfpi \ they caft anchor there^ 
and fent the boats upon difcovery, in order to 
cry to get knowledge of the place they were in* 
They found-a very fine river, \Yith -a bar at the 
mouth of it, where there is not above ten of 
twelve feet water. This difcovery was made af- 
ter many times failing backwards and forwards^ 
and after feveral meetings of the coi^hcil, in 
which nothing was concluded, becaufe whenever 
one propofed any thing, the other was fure to 
oppofe it. 

M. de la Salk^ who believed he was near th^ 
MiffiJtppU and whom M. de BeaujeiC% prefence 
conftrained more than it did him any fervice^ 
refolved to land all his people in that place/ 
Having taken this refolution, on the 20th of 
February he fent orders to the commander of the 
(hip La Flute to land the heavieft goods, and V6 
go up into the river. He intended to be pre* 
fent at the execution of his orders; but the 
Marquis de la Sablonnlere^ and five or fix French- 
men, having been taken by the Indians as they 
walked in the woods, he ' haftened to free them. 

He 
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He was not yet far from the (hore, when, catt- 
ing his eye towards the bay, he faw the F/sf/e 
manoeuvring in ftich a manner as to beat againft 
the rocks; his bad luck, fdys Joutel in his re- 
iatiori, prevented his returning to avoid that 
misfortune. He continued his journey towards 
the Indian village, where his people had been 
carried to ; and when he came there, he heard a 
cannon fired. He took this as a fignal to give 
him notice, that iht Flute was loft; and his 
conj6ftut-e proved true. 

Thofe who were witneflcs to this accident 
plainly took it to be the efFcft of a premeditated 
defign of M. de St. Aigron^ who commanded 
that veflel. This lofs had many difagreeable 
confequences, as it contained the ammunition 
utenfUs, tools, and in general all that is necef- 
fary to a new fettlement. M. de la Salle haften- 
cd to the place where the fhip. was loft, and 
found every body in a total inadion. He beg- 
ged M. ^de Beaujeu to lend him his boat and ca* 
nbe, which he obtained very eafily. 

He began with faving the crew -, next he got 
the powder and flower, afterwards the wine and 
brandy -, he brought on fhore about thirty bar- 
rels: had the boat of the Flute been able to 

affift 
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aflift that of the fliip Le JoUy almoft every thing 
would have been faved ; but that was funk on 
putpofe, and the night being come, they were 
obliged to defer the unlading till the next morn- 
ing. Some hours being paft, the wind, which 
came, from the fca, grew more violent, and 
the waves increafed 5 the Flute beating^againft 
the rocks burft, and a quantity of goods 
fell out througjj the opening, and were carried 
away by the fca. This was only perceived at 
break of day ; thirty more barrels of wine and 
brandy were faved, together with fome barrels 
full of flower, meat, and peafe: all the reft 
was loft. " 

To increafe the misfortune, they were fur- 
rounded on all fides by Indians ; who, notwith- 
ftanding the care that was taken to prevent 
their profiting any thing by the general confu- 
fion, took away feveral things which had been 
preferved from the wreck. The theft was 
not perceived till they were retired with the 
booty. They had left feveral of their canoes on 
the fliore, which were feized upon : very weak 
rcprifals indeed, which coft much more than they 
were worth. The Indians came at night to take 
their canoes j they furprifed thofe who were left 
to take care of them, and, finding them afleep, 
they killed two volunteers, whom M. de la Salle 

regretted 
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regretted very much, and wounded his nephew 
and another perfon. 

So many misfortunes, one after another, dit- 
gutted feveral perfons who were upon the expe*- 
dition ; and, among others, McfT. DoinmatHUe 
and Mignety two engineers, who were willing 
to return to France, to which the difcourfes of 
M. de la Salle*s enemies contributed greatly ; for 
they never ceafed to cry down his conduft, and 
tax his projeft as a filly and rafh undertaking. 
He, on the contrary, never fhewed more refolu- 
tion and firmnefs ; he conftrudted a warehoufe 
furrounded with good intrenchments ; and tak- 
ing it into his head, that the river, in which he 
was, might poflibly be one of the branches of the 
Mijfijippi^ he prepared to go up in it. 

They immediately began erefting a fort ; as 
foon as the work was fomewhat advanced, M, de 
la Salle gave Joutel orders to finifh it, left him 
the command of it, and about pne hundred 
men: he took the reft of his people, about 
fixty in all, with himfelf, and embarked oh the 
river, with the refolution of going up as high 
as he could. Joutel ftayed but a fhort time after 
him in the fort which had been begun ; every 
night the favages were roving in the neighbour- 
hood ) the French defended themfelves againft 

them. 
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them, but with loflcs that weakened them. 
On the 14th of July, Joutel received an order 
from M. de la Sdlle to join him with all his 
people. 

Many good ftout men had been killed or ta« 
ken by the Indians •, others were dead with fa^ 
tigue, and the number of fick increafed every 
_ day ; in a word, nothing could be more unhap- 
py than M. de la Sailed fituation. He was de- 
voured with grief J but he diflimulated it pretty 
well^ by which means his diflimulation degene- 
rated into a.morofe obftinacy. As foon as he 
faw all his people together, he began in good 
earneft to phuik of niaking a fettlement, and 
fortifying it. He >yas the engineer, of his own 
fort, arid being always the firft to put his hand 
to work, every body worked as well as he could 
to follow his example. 

Nothing was wanting b\it tq encourage thjs 
good-win of the people, but M. de la Salle had 
not fufiicient command of his temper. At the 
very time when his people fpent their forces 
with working, and had but juft as much as was 
abfolutely neceffary to live upon, he could not 
prevail on himlelf to relax his feverity a little, 
or alter his inflexible temper, which is never 
jfeafqnable, and lefs fo in a new fettlement. . Jf 

' is 
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js not fiifficie/it to have courage, health, ^n4 
•watchfulness, tp make any undertaking fuccecdi 
ipany other talents are requifite. Moderation, 
.patience, and difintcfreftednefs, are equally ne- 
ceffary. It is ufeful to djflimulate now and then, 
fo prevent making evil worfe. Gentlenjcft is ths 
J)eft raetl)od wl^ich f yery pomn^ander can fol-r * 
Jow. 

M. de la Salle punifjied the leaft faults with an 
jjph.e^l^d-pf cruelty % and fekjom any word of 
(XJmfoft came from his mouth to thofe who fufr 
fered with the greatell conftancy. He had of 
courfe the misfortune to fee all his people fall 'J 

into a ft^te of languor and defpondency, which 
. was mor^ the^/F^d qf defpair, than of excefs Qf 
labo,yr or jfcajitipefs of good npurifhment. 

Having given his laft ordejr? at his fort^ he 
refolved to advance into the country, and began 
to march on the 12th of January 1687, with 
}A. de Cavelier his brother, Moranget and the 
young Cafpelier his nephoif s. Father Anajiatius a 
Francifcap friar, Joutel^ JDuhautj VArcheveque de 
Marne^ a German whpfe name was Hiens^ a furr 
geon named LtiM^ the pilot 3l^^r, Sagety and 
^n Indian who was a good huntfman* I men- 
tion them all, becaufe they Ihall be fpoke of in 
the fecjuel 

As 
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As they advanced further into the countrjr, 
they found it inhabited ; and when they were 
but forty leagues from the nation of the CeHis^ 
they heard that there was a Frenchman anlong 
thofc Indians. It was a failor from Lower Bre- 
iatty^ who had loft himfelf when M. de la Salle 
firft came down the Miffifippi : this poor wretch 
lived among the CeTtis^ fince 1682, having been 
adopted by them. He did not hope to fee Eu- 
rope again, nothing but chance could procure 
him the means of returning thither : Joutel went 
to fetch him from amongft thofe Indians. H^ 
only quitted them to be witnefs of a crime. 

The 17th of Miy, Maranget being on a hunt* 
ing party, and having, as it is faid, abufed 
with words Duhauty Hiens^ and the furgeon 
LiUoty thofe three men refolved to get rid of him 
as foon as poflible, and to begin with the fcrvant 
of M. de la Salky and his Indian huntfman who 
was called Nikcy who both accompanied Moran- 
gety and could have defended him. They<:om- 
mi^nicated their dcfign to VArchevtque and the 
pilot Ttffiery who approved of it, and defired to 
take part in the execution. They did not fpcak 
of it to the Sieur de Marne^ who was with them, 
and whom they wifhed to have been able to get 
away. The next night, whilft the three unhap- 
py viftims whom they would facrifice to their 

revenge 
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revenge flept very quietly, Lietot gave each of 
them feveral blows with the hatchet on the head. 
The Indian and the fervant died immediately. 
Mqranget raifed himlelf fo as to tit upright, 
without fpeakihg a word; and the murderers 
obliged the Sieur i^ Marne to dilpatch him, 
" threatening to kill Him too if he refuled -, thus, 
by making him an accomplice of 'their crime, 
they wantpd to recure'thcmfelves againft his ac- 
culing them. 

The firft crime is always followed by'uneafi- 
nefs ; the greateft villains find it difficult to con- 
quer it : the murderers conceived, thai; it would 
not be eafy to efcape the juft vengeance of M. 
de la Sail^y urilefs by preventing him -, and this 
they refoived Upon, after deliberating on the 
means of efFeding it. They thought the fafeft 
:^ay was to meet him, and furprife all that ac- 
companied him, and fo open themfelves a way 
for the mlirdet which they intended to perpe- 
trate. 

So ftrange a refolXitlon could only be infpired 
by that blind drfpair. Which hurries villains into 
the abyfs which they dig for themfelves : an un- 
expefted Incident became favourable to them, 
and dojivered into their hands the prey which 

Vol. I. G they 
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they fought for. A river that fepar^ted them 
from the camp, and which was confiderably in- . 
creafed fmce they pafled it, kept them two days:. 
thi$ retardment, which at firft feemed an ob? 
ftacle to their projeft, facilitated the execution 
of it* lA.de la Salky wondering that his nephew 
did not return, npr either oi, the two men t|i^t 
were with him, determined to go and leek them 
Kmfelf. It was remarked, that he was uneafy 
when he was going to fet out, and inquired with 
a kind of uncommon ^concern whether Moranget 
had quarrelkd with any one. 

He then called Jouteh and intruded, him with, 
the command of his camp, ordering him to got 
his^ rounds in it from time to time, and to Ij^ht 
fires, that the fmoke might bring him pn, hi^ 
road again, in cafe he fhould lofc his way ; h^ 
likewife bid him give no body leave to abfent 
himfelf. He fet out on the 20th, attended by 
Father Anaftqfius and an Indian. A^ he ap- 
proached to the place where the aflaflins had 
ftopt, he faw feme eagles foaring pretty near the 
place, and concluded that there was fome car- 
rion: he fired his gun; and the confpirators, j 
who had not yet feen him, gu€01ng that it waa^ 
he who was coming, got their arms in readmefs,. 
The river was between them and him : Dnhaut 

and 
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9J^diVJrcht6eque croffed it j ^rid feeing M.dt 
id Salk advancing llowlyi they flopped; JDn- 
6dut hid himfeif in the lofig grafs^ with his guri 
cdcked, L^Arthe^eque advanced, a little ihott i 
and a mdment after, M. de la Salle knowing him, 
aiked hint whiere his tiepheW was ? He irifweredi 
that hd was lower down. At the fame inftaht 
^hdui fired 5 yi.de Id SalU received thic (hot iri 
his head, ^nd fell ddwn deadi 

It Wasithe ^lothdf Niay 1687 that this niiir- 
der was committed near the Cenii. Fslthfer Ana- 
jfiaftus^ feeing M. ds ta Salle drop down at his 
feet, expefted that the murderers Would riot 
fffare him^ though they fliotild have no other 
i^iew in it than to get rid of a witnelS ,6f their 
Crimei l^uhant came near him to quiet himj 
arid told him^ that what they had done was an 
itft of defpair, arid that they had long thought 
bf revefigirig theinifelVes on Mbrangety who had 
endcavbufed to ruin them; Father Anajtdfius 
informed M. Ca^elier of his brothef s death ; that 
gentlemen told them, that if it was their interi- 
tion to kill him likewife, he would forgive them 
his death before hatid^ arid he only denlarided, 
as a favour^ a quartet^ of an hour to prepare him- 
feif for death; They replied, that he had no- 
thing td fear, and that nobody complained of hiqfi. 
G % Jouttl 
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Joutei was not then in the camp •, VArche- 
veque^ who w^s hjs friend, ran to infornei him, 
that his death was certain if he fliewed any rc- 
fentment of what had happened, of if he pre- 
tended to take advahta^ of the authority with 
which M. de la Salle had invefted him. Joutel^ 
who was of a very gentle temper, anfwered, 
that they fhould be content with his condudt, 
and that he believed that they ought to be plea- 
fed with the manner in which he had hitherto 
behaved j and then he returned to the <:amp. 

As foon as Duhaut faw Joutel^ he called out 
to him, that every one Ihould conimand by 
turns. He had already taken all the authority 
into his hands ; and the firft ufe he n[iade of it, 
was to make himfelf matter of the magazine. 
He divided it afterwards with UArcheveque^ fay- 
ing, that every thing belonged to him. There 
were about thirty thoufand livres worth of goods,, 
and near twenty- five thoufand livres both in 
coin and in plate. 

The aflaffins had force and boldnefs on their 
fide; they had fliewn themfeves capable of the 
greatcft crimes, accordingly they met with no 
refiftance at firft. They foon divided, and quar- 
relled among themfelves ; they found difficul- 
ties 
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ties in dividing the treafure 5 they came to blows, 
and Hiens fifed his piftol at Duhaut\ head, who 
reeled, and fell four yards from the place where 
he ftood. At the fame time Rutel the failor, 
whom Joutel fetched from the Cenis^ fired a gun 
at Lietot. That wretch lived yet feveral hours, 
though he had three balls in his body ; fo. the 
two aflaflins, one of M. de la Salle^ and the 
other of his nephew Moranget^ were themfelves 
the vidims of that fpiritof fury, which they had 
infpired to this unhappy colony. , 

, The Indians knew not what to think of thefe 
murderers ; they were quite fcandalized by them. 
They were in the right, and could with more 
reafon treat thofe Frenchmen as barbarians, than 
we had to confider them as fuch. Be that as it 
will, fuch was the tragic death of Robert Cave- 
lier^ Sieur de la Salle^ a man of abilities, of a 
great extent of genius, and of a courage and 
firmnefs of mind which might have carried him 
to fomething very great, if, with thefe • good . 
qualities, he had known how to get the better of 
his fuUen, morofe mind, to foften his feverity, or 
rather the roughnefs of his temper, and check 
the haughtinefs with which he treated not only 
thofe who depended. entirely upon himfclf, but 
.even his aflbciates. The moft unhappy thing 
G 3 ^ for 
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for the mcfPpry of this fampu^ map i$, ti»|: Be 
}uw ijot boen pftfcjl ^^^Y body, a^d that the 
jbad fuccefs th^t has attf^nd^d his undi^rt^mgf 
\i^ givf Q him t^^ appearance of an adventure^ 
among thofc who only jud^c from appparancesi. 
Unhappily they are commonly the grieatcft pum^ 
ber, an^ theijr voice is, in a majmer, the voice of 
the people. lie has funhef bep n repjoaphpd witU 
never piking advice frofiif ny body| and with hac 
yiqg fijifjed his Pfivate ||ffa|rs by his obftinacy % 

Thius pnded this unlucky undertaking s many 
i;hin|gs conijpired to make it abortive : It wonl^ 
at leaft have had part of 'the wilhedrfor fuccefs, 
if a fettlemenj: on the ilEioutl} of the MifTifippi 
had been the only thing in view^ as rnany people 
thought it was. It is certain^ that when NI- ^ 
Seaifjeu abandoned M. dila Salle in St. Birnard'f 
S^ the latter foon found out, that he was to 

the 

I I I. ir I " I I I ■ *■ I I - I ii ■ I I J I I I > Hi , 

* Ip, Ofdiejr to diipinifti the ViHkiny of the deed of Duhaut^ 
|t has been fpread, that M. dthBaUt had killed young 
Pahaut with ms oivn bands, ^iid that he had treated feveta] 
p)th»8 i^ the fame HMUiner ^ that it was defpaii- and revwigf 
^at animated tl^e confpiratop, who feared to perilh thenar 
felyes by his injuftice and feverity. One ought to be (o 
inuch the more upon one'$ guard againft fuch calumniating 
difcourfes^ ^s it is but too common to increafe the faults tf^ 
^ unhai^y* ^^ ^ a^tiib^te p them even (hofe which ^^ 
j-ealiy have npj. 
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the Vcftward of the river he fought for ; if it 
had been his intention to find it, he might on 
his firft journey to the Cenis have o|)tauie4 
guides from thofe Indians, becaufe they granted 
(bme in the fequel to Joutel* % but he wi(hed to 
come near the Spaniards, in order to take cog- 
hizance of the mines of St. Barbara^ and to ferit 
fikcwife a Dorado. By endeavouring Co do too 
much, he not only did nothing at all, but made 
all his people perilli, and pcrifhed himfelf, and 
was pitied by nobody. 

Before I conclude this letter, let me add iovM 
jreflcftions on the folly of men. 

The avidity of the Spanilh captains muft have 

been very great, as it engaged thpn to fcek fof 

an Imaginary Dorado or mountain of gold, whilft 

the whole country they Were in abounded in all 

G 4 parts 

I ■ ■ - - - ^ - - ■ . ^- 

* The Sienr Joutel found the MiJJiftppi by means of the 
Bidians, who brought him to iheManzas, and from thence' 
into Canada^ ; where he arrived, accompanied by one prieil, 
a Recdilet friar, a ibldier, a failor, a coloniil, and an In- 
dian, who compefed a ibange fort of caravan. They wcie 
2^1 that returned from this expedition. The remains of this 
unhappy colony perifhed either through the Indians 0;^ 
through the Spaniards, who took thein prifoners, and^ fe^ 
them at work in their mines. 
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parts wjth that m^tal. 'iphis is a proof, that all 
the treafures in the world ^re incapable of fatisfy- 
ing nian, as foon as avidity has once gained the 
empire in his heart. 

Xbc Spaniards were not contented with the 
riches of Peru \ they mufl: ftill go to difcover 4 
Doradoy that is, a country Where the rpcks an4 
ftones^re all of gold. The Indians, in^prder 
to flactef the ayidit]^ of their enemies, and a? 
the fame time to get them out qf their country, 
never ceafed amufing them with accounts of the 
gold, ^Ivef, diamonds, and pearls with which 
that country abounded. Their defire of getting 
rid of their unwelcome guefts, induced them to 
Ipare fjothip^ to^-ards perfuading them of the 
cxiftence pf this pretended cqyntry. The Spa- 
niards believed thefe accounts, in which they 
'prcre intei-efted ; and this is faid to be the origin 
,pf the famous jD(?r^^((?, which has made fo much 
. noife in the world, ^ 

The report wa|a Guritent, th^t, after paffing $, 
long chain of mountains covered with.fnow, one 
entered upon a vaft plain exceedingly well pco^ 
pled, in which was the Dorado that every one 
wifhed to difcover* • ' . 
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^fada^ with two hundred and fifty, brave 
foldiers, fct out immediately in fearch of it. On 
St. Jame/s day they perceived, from the top of 
a moiintain, fome vaft plains which refembled 
a fea ; and when they were defccnded to the 
foot of the mountain, they built there a town, 
^nd called it San-TagOy in remembrance of the 
day on which they difcovered the plain ; they 
likewifc furnamed it La^ Atalayas ^, in order to . 
point out the defign of their journey, which was . 
to difcover the Dorado. This town exi^s ftill 
in the place, which is marked in the ijjpfaps as a 
monument which feems to engage polterity to 
go out upon the difcovery of this unknown 
treafure. §uefada pafled through the wpods of 
Ayrico with exceillive trouble, ancf arrived at TV- 
mma in 1543, having loft alrhOTt all his people. 

Orellana undertook the ;fame Voyage in that 
year 5 he /et out from Peru^ defcended the ri- 
ver Maragnon or 'of the Amazons, came to the 
coaft, and neglefted nothing towards arriving 
at the moutttain of gold ; but all his pains were 
)ifelefs, and he gained no more honour by the 

under- 



* Atalayar ^nifies to difcover, or to fpy, in Spanifh : 
Jltalaya, a tower or fort from whence one difcovcrs : Las 
Atalayas is the plural. * 
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undertaking than that of having completed one 
of the mpft horrible voyages that ever wcrt 
hear<i of. About the fame tiriic Philip de Ure^ 
fearing that ^efada would profit alone by this 
difcovery, fet out from Coro in the province of 
Venessuihy together with A/iuitOj the Lieutenant 
V^lakazaTj and one hundred and twenty men % 
but a Cacique having told him, that moil cS the 
people of ^efada had pcriftied in the undertak- 
ing, he went to the , fouthward along the river 
Guabariy and flopped^ as Father Simm and Far 
$hcr Piedrakata aflure us, at the firft fettlement 
of OmaguaSj in a very bad plight, But what 
will not men undertake for the fake of gold j 
jiuri facr(i f^ffies^ quid turn tnor^lia peSlora cq^ 

But to what purpofe is all this philofophy.-^- 
The ffay which I intend to make J=iere, will en- 
able me to fend you a new letter on the fubjcft 
pf the mod interefting particulars of the pditics 
and form of governrtitot of the nations \yho int 
. ^bit this country* I am, 

SIB, &c, 
Ji the Akanzas^ 
0£i. 2g. 1 75 1. 

' Here follows a dull qijotadoo fjjom a Spaiiifh author uy- 
cn this fubjeft,^ whifh w^ thought proper to omit, F. 
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J. P T ? E il V; 

7.0 the fame. 

ptfcfipthn of the Manners of the Nation of Akany 
zas^ their Religion and Manner of .carrying on 
Wm^y the Goodnefs and Periilify of their Country. 



S I 11, 

,F%^^ Hop^ thp defcripjtion I ftall giye of 
^ I gP this Indian nation, by drawing your 
juJJ^jH^ attention upon thdr particular char^-». 
iDer, will cdnvcy a general idea of. all the oatipns 
pf North Anicrica. There is indeed yery little 
difference among them, iij regard to their cu- 
ftoms and their way of thinking, and jcfpccially 
in regard to a Supreme Being, which in their 
iaijiguagc they call Cctyocopchillj which fignifie? 
{h^gre^ Spirit^ or the Mafter oflif^. , 

The 
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The Akanzas live on the banks of a river that 
bears their name ; it arifes in New Mexico, and 
falls into tht MiffifippL Thefe Indians are tall, 
well made, brave, good fwimmers, very expert 
in hunting and fifhing, and entirely devoted to 
the French, of which they have given marks on 
feveral occafions. . ^ 

I Ipoke, in my preceding letter, of an old 
man of this nation, who faid he had feen M. de' 
h Sallp. This good Indian added, that from 
that time, he conceiveid a very great, eftccm 
for the French; that they were tjie firft na- 
tion of white men he had feen, and fince that 
time he had always recommended it to his na- 
tion,, whofe chief he was, never to receive. any 
other European allies than the French, who 
^ere immediately received at his requeft: in 
reality thefe people never would have any thing 
to do with the conjuration of the general maf- 
facre of the French colony at the Hatches. I 
muft do thefe good Indians that juftice ; they 
are always at war with the Tchicachas (Chick- 
faws) who gave the Hatches z retreat. 

The country of the Jkanzas is on« of the 
fincft in the, world ; the foil of it is fo fertile, 
that it produces, without any culture, European 

wheat. 
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wheat, all kinds of food, and good fruit, un- 
known in France ; game of all kinds is plenti- 
ful there; wildoxei^'^, ftags, roebucks, bears, 

tjrgcrs. 



* The here enumerated animals, we intend to mike, bet- 
ter known, by adding the names in Dj. Linnasu9 Syft. Nat. 
and Mr. Pennant's Syh. of Quadr. or his Britiih Zoology. 

1. Wild Oxen. Bos Bifon, Linn. American ox, 

2. Stags. Cervus Elaphus, Linn* Stag deer, Penu* 
Syn. ^ad. 49. ^ 

3. Roebucks. As it is dubious whether this (pecies is 
in North America^ this is probably the Dama Virginianay 
Raj.Syn, ^ad. 86, f or Virginian deer, PinUf Sjn. J^a- 
druf. 51. 

4. Bears. Urfus Ar6los, Linn* Black bear, Pmn. 
Syn. ^ad, 190. 

5* Tygers. There arc no true tygcrs in all the new 
continent, and what is called thus muft be theX^ugacarana 
ofMarcgrave, andRi^. Syn. ^ad. 1 69. or Brown cat, Penn, 
Syn, ^ad. 1 79. 

* 6. Leopards. Felis Pardus, Linn. Panthtr, Ptkn* 
Syfi. ^ad, p. 17 1, note. Mr. Pennant has proved, from 
very good authorities^ that this fpecies is found in America, 
contrary to what M. de Bnfon fays ; who, though a V^ry 
great natpraliU, by far fuperior to many who mak^ free' 

with 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



94 TRAVELS rntovcH 

tyg^rs, kepa^ foxes^^wild cat«, rabbet^ tuf^ 
fcres, gFOUs, pheafants^ partridges^ qu'ailS^ 
turtles, wood-pigeona, fwans^ gerfe^ buftards, 

ducks 



with himi it however a man who ntret d^paits from an opw 
nion which he once hw embraced, and which he will carr/ 
hy his eloquence in (pite of the moft dreditable authorities ttf 
the contrarjTi 

7. FoxBs. Cams Vulpcsi Limt. F«3C| P^w^ ^^ 
^umC 152. with all its yaiietiesi the crofs foxi the blacK 
fox, and the biemd fox« 

8. Wild. Caits. Fells filveftris tigrina^ Briffom ^gaJ* 
193. Cayenne Catj P'efm4 Sjn. ^adi 182; 

' ^» RAflBtTS* There were originally no rabbets mAnwf* 
.tica, but the/ were imported by the Spaniafds, and' ase nsr^f 
|;reatly increafed $ whether thefe, here called rabbets, on 
dierivef Jlf^%^/iV arethe true rabbets, or whether Ae/ 
are that kind of hare which is peculiar to ^FordI Amelia 
^ ca»iiotbe decided* The North American hare fccms tof 
W the Alf i*^ hare# Piim* Sjm ^ad. 249; it is lefs i» 
fize Ijian the Euiiop^an common hare, and a medin^i between^ 
hare and rabbet, accordiiig to |(lalm's North Amr. Lp. 105^ 

. 2^» Tv,lLi&K$9. Meieagnt Oalloparo^ Linn. \t dindon^ 

>f« Oiiayi. . There a^ ^bout ievea diiTereni kinds 0/ 

{a) Tetyacr 
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difcks o£ ^11, Jdnds^ teali, dirers, fnipcs, wa- 
ter-'h€;D^9 golden plovicrs^ ftairs^ thnUhes^ aai 
Qth^ I^rds wiuch. arc not known in Europe, 

On 



(a) '^etrao Phafianellus^ Limt. The long-tailed grons« Etfn 

nvardt 1 17. 
X.^) — *¥- CaaaienfiH !«*«• Tho^^ttcdgrous, ^i/ou, 71. 
(r) — — La^opus, !/»». The white gpus> JJ^'mv 7^. 

P/. enl. 129. 
(1/) — — Cupido, X/jwr. The pinnated gronsy Cat All. i. 
(r) — — Umbelhis, Linn. The rnfied grou^, Eihj9. 248. 
(/) — — Canaee» I/«». The ftriated grous, PL enl^ 131. 

& 132. Brijf.h 203. t. 20. f. I. 2, 
(^) — — Togatus, Linn. The ihoulder-knot §;ous^ P/. 

enL 104* i?r^ I. 207. t. 221. f. i. 

'Which of diefe are Ibund fo far fouth as Louijtana cannot he 
determined. 

12. Pheasants. This is fo vague a denominatioi^ that 
it is next to impoffible to find out which kind of pheafant 
the author means ; for there is but one pheafant in America^ 
in Cayenne, and Guiana, and therefore it is dubious whether 
diis bird is found fo far north as Louifiana : I am therefore 
inclined to believe, the author meant the long-tqikd grous, 
whidi bears a great fimilarity to a pheafant, and is found as 
fzi z% Firginia, which is not above three or four degrees 
more north thgn the Akanzas.* 

* 14. Partridgis. This feems to be die Americaa par- 
tridge. Cat. Ill* 12. Tetrao Virginianus,^ Ltnn. 
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On my arrival at rfie AkanzaSy the youn^ 
warriors received me with the dance of the ca- 
lumet. It is neceflary that I ihould inform you^ 

that 



14. Quails. Tetrao Mexicanut, Ltnn. Lcfufiana qoail^ 
P/. enl. 149- 

15* Turtles. Columba Canadeails, Linn. Cana<Lt 
turtle^ FU enl. 176. 

16. Wood-pigeons. Columba migratoiia» Z/mt. Ml* 
gratory pigeon. Kaim, II. p. 82. /. 2. Columl^a CarolU 
nenfisy Linn. Caroline pigeon. Cat. I. 24. 

17. Swans. Anas Cygnus, Linn. Br. ZooL f. \\o. Ed* 
nuard 150. 

1 8. Geese. Anas Anfer^ Linn. Wildgoofe, Br.ZMl.^jk 
Anas crythropus, Linn. White fronted goofe, Br. ZosL 45 o* 
Ed'w. 153. Anas Catiadenfisy Linn. Canada goofe^ Ed<w* 
151. PL enl. 1^6. 

19. Bustards, Otis Tarda, Linn. Tliis is the firil 
time that I find a buftard mentioned among the American 
birds. As they are not unconmion in France, I am inclined 
to think the author's account to be true ; and as he has al- 
ready mentioned the turkies before, it is not likely that he 
ihould confound the buHard and turkey. 

to. Ducks of all kinds. There are at leaft twenty kindi 
of ducks known to be in America. Vid. Forfter^s Catalogue 
of North American animaU^ pi. l6i 17. 

21. Teals. 
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tihat dancing enters into all ibrts of tranfa&ions 
with thefe natictos 5 they have religious^ phyfical^ 
merry, cerenlonious, warlike, pacific, nuptial^ 
funeral, playful^ huntings and lewd dances J 
the laft is abolifhed fidce oor arrival in Americax 

The dancd of impudicity was performed pri-* 
▼ately arid in night-time^ by the light of a great 
fire. All that entered into the lafeivious affem-* 

bly, 

21. I'eals. I fuppdfe the author tiieins by t^s thfc 
^6irer kinds of ducks^ as the harlequin, pied, brown, white^ 
faced, blue-wing, ^c. and common teali 

22. Divers are of four kinds in North America. Vid. 
Fwfitr^i Cat. N. Jmer, 164 

23. Snipes, Inhere ard likcwife fcveral binls of th:l 
kind in North Jmerica ; to that without a inore detailed de- 
nomination, it is impoflible to detertninle the fpecies. 

24. Water-hens. Of this kind is the Rallus Caroli^ 
nehfis, Linn, the Carolina rail, and the common water- 
hen, or Fulica chloropus, Linn, in N. Ameir* 

15. Golden plovers. Charadrius apricarius) Linn* 
£dw, 140. 

26. Stares* Sturnus LudovidaAuSj Li?tn. PLiitL 256* 
BriJf.VL, 449. t.42. f. I. CatA. 13. This bird hal^mif* 
takenly appeared in the books of the modem ornithologifU 

Vafc.L H under 
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blf were obliged to firike ^ainfi the pd/t V that 
is,- to fwcar that they never would reveal what 
they had iiben or done in this difiblate ball : die 
dancers of both fexes appeared quite najced 
there^ in attitudes and genres of proftitutioa» 
accompanied with fongs of the fame kind, which 
you muft excise my tranfcribing, though, in the 
bnguage of the Indians, they are purely pieces 
, of genteel wit. 

The jUumzas. have es^rt fellows among 
jhem, who would perhaps ama^e our jugglers. 

I faw 

■ II I — — ^™ II III I ■ 1 I I ■ ■ 

under two names : Brijfon calls it, in II. 242. an American 
ouzel ; and II. 449. he reprcftnts it as a Louifiana ftire, 
Linmeus makes likewife two birds of it ; he caHs it a larfcr> 
p.. 289. Alauda magna, and p. 290. a Hare, Stumus Lu- 
dovicianus j. but, upon comparifon, it may be eaiily deter- 
jfiined, that both are but a Hare, and that it ought to fc 
crafed from among the Z^rii and' 0«J2f//. 

27^ Th Ru s H E s . There are at leaft (cveii NorthJmkncan 
thrulhesj'whichof them are upon the ' river MJ^g*^// cannot 
be determined for want of information, F. 

^ - Whoicvcr the Indians Iwear or take oaths, they take d 
club with which they ftrikc againft a poft, calling to mind 
their fine anions in war, and promifing to keep their word 
religiouily : an oath of this nature is irrevocable among them: 
^ 'every Gacique Avears to lead his nation well, and ftfikes the 
poft ; without takrng that oath, he cannot beinftalledln thtr 
drgnlty. 
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I faw one of them, j^ho, in my prefenct, pef- 
formcii a trick which Will appear incredible t6 
you i after feme wry mouths^ he fwallowed a 
rib of a ftag feventeen inches lorig^ held it withr 
his fingers, and drew it but of his ftonlach again. 
He went to New Orleans to Ihcw his agility to 
tlie governor and the officers of the garrifon % 
this the Indians call acting the phydcian; 

The Manzm declare war With the fdloWing 
ceremonies. They make a feaft in the hut of 
the chief, where dog*s flefli is fervcd up, Which 
is the principal food of warriors -, bccaufe they 
fay, that a treature which is fo brave as to be 
Mlfcd in the defence of his mafter^ muft give them 
valour* He that kills one of the enemy*? dogs 
is likewife received as a warrior; but he. muft 
bring the fcalp of the dog, that is^ the fkin from 
the head, as if it were the fcalp of a man, with^ 
out which the others would not believe him% 
The Indians have dogs in great number^, both 
for hunting, and to fecurc them from being fur- 
prifed by the enemiesv 

After the feaft of Which I have fpoken, the 
great thief calls together an afiembly of war- 
r^rs. 

Hi The 
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The affcmbly is held in the middle qf the vil- 
lage, in a great hut made on purpofc, which 
they call the hut of the council. The chief 
and moft confiderablc men place thcmfclves, ac- 
cording to their refpeftive ranks, on mats or on 
tyger-flcins.. When they are aU feated, the 
chief or orator puts himfelf into the midft of the 
aflembly, and holds his fpeech with a loud 
voice : jie reprefents to his nation, that it would 
be a fhame for them not to revenge the affront 
they received from fuch or fuch a nation ; that 
if they did t^e them to account for it, they 
would for the future be looked upon as wo- 
men *. At that inftant all the aflembly ap- 
plauds, by faying, Heu ! heu ! The cluef then 
takes a bundle of rods, and prefents it to the 
aflembly •, all that are defirous of going to war 
take one of the rods, and by this means they are 
cnlifted. 

The next morning the women run through 
the village, crying, " Young men and warriors, 
" who received the rods, fet out, go to war, re- 
^^ venge the deaths of our ^relations, allies, and 

, " friends ; 



^- When an Indian is called a luoman or an old woman, it 
is an affront, which figniiies a man without courage, a 
coward* 
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** friends y and do not return till you are ftained 
** with the blood of our enemies, and bring with 
•'yodthtfir fcftlpsV* 

Then a young Indian takes the trouble to 
paint red a club, which they call a head-breaker \ 
this club is brought upon the limits of the ene- 
mies country ; there they cut a piece out of a 
tree, and with vermilion they draw on it two ar- 
rows acrofs each other> which is their lymbol of 
war: the red colour fignifies, that the nation 
deiires revenge, and will not be fatisfied till it 
has Ihed the blood of their enemies. 

Before they fet out, the chief of the nation 
calls another aflembly,. which is generally fol- 
lowed by a feaft, to which he invites his allies. 
The chief prefehts the confederates with rods, 
to engage them to march with them as auxiliary 
troops. At the end of the repaft they fing and 
H 3 dance 



* The Indians are ufed to pluck the flcins from their ene- 
mics heads whom they kill in battle ; they count the num- 
ber of the flain by thefe fcalps, which they bring home like 
trophies on poles. We generally give them, in goods, for 
the Kiifjf's account, the value of ten crowns (ecus) for each 
ii;:alp of our enemi^* 
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dance the dance of war*. All the young mm 
are painted red ; it is really cwbus go.ifee/tbetn 
dance. He. that exprefles by da^c^ th^. ^ifoor 
very or the furprife, watches his enemy, keep- 
ing in a ftooping pofture •, Tall at once he 'falls 
upon him, his ch]b \n hand, making horrtbie 
cries, as is done in a real adion. His coitif ade- 
drops ^ if he were thunderftruek, ftifi«niiig aU* 
bis mufcles as an epileptifc ; after which the 
other teprefents, dapcihg, the method of fcalpmg 
the dead 0nemy -, this is done with a knife which 
he has in his hand, he makes an incifioh on dit 
forehead, and round the neck of hispnemy; he 
places his long nails therein, he puts both his 
knees againft the Ihoulders of the captive, knd 
mih a fudden pufh with his knees and JfMll wkh 
his hands, he takes up the (kin with rh4 hair Oft 
it, from the head. AU this is repreferited in 
pnging and dancirjg to the tunfc of a drum and 

a c^i- 



* Thi? fo^g p£ war i? copceired in thp following terms ; 
.** I go to war to avenge the death of my Wothqfs j I fhalj 
r kijl^ I fhall eictetmina^ I ihali piunder, I &all b^rn my 
f enemies : I (hall bring away flares, I ihtll devour theic 
/« heart, dry jtheir fle(h> drink their blood ; I ftall brii^ 
ff their fcalps, ajid rfiake cups of their fci*Us ;" iM morq 
fpch expreffions, wjiich ?re ftill of crucjty, and fhew a thirt 
jfter revenge and fjaughter. 
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4 (MMffoh ^9 lirludi maiks the time and the ca- 
dence. 

The lodians nev^er^b to war wkhout confult- 
iog thqr Mmftm 'f , to whom they s^tritnite all 
their good or bdd luck. If the Mamtou has not 
jsoen faTourable to them, they quit him without 
Aoy cemmony, aad take another. The chief, 
before he goes to war, undergoes a very rigid 
^Gifting, ami paints his body black during that 
time. After the £aft, lie wafhes himfelf, and 
paiftts his body and his face red. He harangues 
his warriors before the falfe deity, after which 
every <Mie prepares his baggage. Sometimes 
they ^ to war four or five hundred kagues from 
. their own country* 

\ Their baggage, in time of war, confiftsof a 
bear's (kin, which ferves as a bed ; a wild ox's 
ikb,. with which they cover themfclves', a ty- 
gcr-cat's (kin, which ferves as a fack to put the 
cakimet or tobacco-pipe ins a head-hreaker or 
H 4 ckb > 

* This is a goaid ki wMck tliey pat a kind uf Uok beadsj 
diey likewife Men fuck beads to their feet. 

t Falfe Indian deity ; fometimes a dried raven or a fnake ; 
iHey likewife employ for that purpofe amphibious q^atur^n 
^d quadrupeds. 
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^ub ; and a little batchet, whick they make u& 
pf in order to make htrts in the woods* 

Their vm& eonfift of a gun or mufloct, tho 

horn of 4a o^ to put the gpn-powder in, which 

they haog round the body with a ftrin^ t<^- 

ther with 4 Jilttlc bag in which they put their 

ball$9 the flin}:, and a fcrew ^ befides this, a bow 

and a quiver full of arrows ; • the latter are i^ery 

jjfeful for hunting. They never employ their 

fire-arms at any animals, when they are upon any 

ifixpedition againft their enemies, left the noifc 

iKnight fery^ to difcover them* They ag^ec 

atnongft theraifelves upon the method erf fuiprir 

fing their enemies; for the Indians ptoae all 

their gbry in the knowledge gf this kind of war, 

which is generally fatal to thofe who are the ob- 

IpSi of it. ; , 

Thpy take very little care With regard to vic- 
tuals j every pne has a little Iwg of fjour of In- 
dian cprn or ipaize, roafted as we dp poffe^, 
and when he is hungry he takes a fpoonful of 
water in which fome of this flour or meal is 
diluied, which he keeps till they are very near 
(heen^my. 

Tl>ougl) 
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/ Though the Indians arc fometimes three or 
four days without catiiig, they are not ill at all 
from it, butconrinuc their roiad as before : they 
^ontraft their girdle round their belly, in pro* 
portion as it grows more empty, and diminifhes 
^ fizc 5 ia a word, they are indefatigable. 

When the Indians have made a ftroke at the 

jMCflby, as they term it, ibme young warriors 

imnpiediately fet out, to bring the news of the 

-v^ory to the viUdge, They make their arrival 

Jcnown, by fomc cries, which mark the number 

p{ prifoners, that*of the dead, and tliat of tic 

fcalps which they bring with them. The wo* 

men prepare to receive the prifoners, and to 

giye them a hearty drubbing with fticks. They 

iaye likcwife a right to decide who of the capr 

^ives fhall dip, for they are brought before them 

lyith thor ban4$ ,tied, and painted black*. 

Thiofe woK)«n who;baye loft thpr hulbands, or 

ions, are at liberty to take captives to replace 

ithem. They can adopt them as hufbands or ^ 

^bos, and they are then inunediately fet free. 

Thofe who are not adopted niuft be burnt at 
a flow fire : to that purpofe their he.ad is fcalp- 

ed, 

* Thofe who are thus painted are to be burnt in the midft 
.c/theyiliage^ unlefs |he women adopt them. 
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tdy and they are faftened to two pofts which 
arc driven into the gtgund, with apiece of wood 
lying acrofs them * ; then all the young peopte 
exerdfe their fury upon them, and they eadure 
tlic grcatcft torments without complaining i on 
the contrary, they fing till they expire, laying 
that they are true men, and that they fear nei- 
ther fi» nor deaths they laugh at their tor- 
mentors, and tell them that they do not make 
them fufier enough; diat if th^y were in Acir 
hands they would plague them much wor&; 
that the fire muft be applied to fuch aiidfuch 
parts, and that they are there the moft (enfible 
to pain. It is to be remarked, that when the]|p. 
difpole themidives to maixh againft their ene- 
mies^ they take care to p^t their bodies red^ 
•ib that, when they attack the enemy, with fudi 
^owls as if they were bewitched, they reaUy 
look like a trodp of devils let lode fiom hell f. 
'They a>>e good towards their friends^ but very 
caid towtirds ^bmr enemies. 

* A$ - 

m ■ ■ I I I ■ immm^^^^mmmmtm^mmi ii j i > 

^ The captives are obliged to fing and dance round thefe 
poUs. 

f The Indians in general, both mefi "and ^Qmen> have 
tioliair on their bodies, beiides thofe on the hgad; they 
.^ay, that in this particular we Jtefejnble ihe beafls^ and they 
fay the fame when ihey kcui^cat herbs and fallad* 
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^s to religion, tfcey bdievc tbeexiftcnce of a 
»eat Spirit, whom they adore under the form 
§f a fefpem or a crotodile; they give him a 
jifihd of divine . fervice. They fear the devil, 
whom they caU a bad : spirit. • They likewifo 
^dore the fun and moon, Whyen it thunders, 
they itnagipe that the L^dref Ufe.f^k,^ toiheni 
in aa angry tone. 



I muft n^ clofe nay fettej- ^without inforaiirig 
you of a fingiilar event, whilcb, though of very 
li^ HIi^Qrtafw^e,; rtay ligffievci:^/bc.yery. ufefuj 
tome, daring my ftay in v^wfr/t?^. TleitMam 
mgs hav0 adopted me ; they havfc acknowledged 
me asa^ya^:ior and a chief, and have given mc 
jhfc mait: of it, which is the figure of a roe* 
b«ck impritoed on my thigh. I have willingly 
landet-gpne this painful opfcration, which was 
performed ia the following manner : I was feat- 
ed ^ a tyger*s Ikin ; an Indian burnt fome 
ftraw, the aftw$of which he diluted with water: 
he made ufe of this fimplc mixture to draw the 
roe^buck 5 he then followed the drawing with 
great needles, pricking them deep into the flcfti, 
jtiH the blood comes out^ this blood mixing 
with the aihes of the ftraw, forms a figure which 
can never be efiaced, I fiwoked the calumet af- 
ter that J they fprcad white fl<ins under my feet, 

on 
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on which I walked ; they danced before me cry- 
ing out for joy ; they told me afterwards, that I 
could go to all the people who were their aHies, 
prefentthe calumet, and Ihew my mark, and 1 
would be well received •, that I was their bro- 
ther, and that if any one killed me, they would 
kill him ^ now I am a noble jlkanza. Theie 
people think they have done me all the honour 
due to a defender of their country, by thus 
adopting me : and I regard this honour almoft 
like that which the Mar/lid de RicheUeu received, 
when his name was infcribed in the golden book 
at Genoa among the noble Genoefe. It is true, 
there is fome diflference between an infcriptn^j^ 
and the operation I have undergone -, I cannot 
cxprefs it to you how much I have fufiered by 
it ', I did all I could to prevent (hewing how 
much 1 was affected ; on the contrary, I joked 
with the Indian women that were prefent ; and 
all the fpedators, amazed at my infcnfibilityi 
cried out for joy, and danced round about me, 
faying, I was a true man. The pain has been 
very yiolent, and I have had the fever from it 
for a week together. You cannot believe how 
fond the Akanzas are of me fince that time. 
This is all I had to fay upon this fubjed : fome 
time this month we intend to continue our joyrr 
pcy tp the Illinois f As phe fpafon is much ad- 
vanced, 
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vanced, and we have yet three hundred leagues 
to go, we run the rifle of being flopped by the 
ice, and of wintering on the road. We have 
been obliged to ftop here for preparing the bif- 
cuit neccflary for fo long a voyage ; for in this 
feafon we muft combat both the current and the 
north wind. According to all appearances, I 
fliall not be able to write before next year. This 
letter fcts out by a boat, which will arrive in time 
before the departure pf a man of war for France^ 
where I hope my letter will find you in good 
health. I beg you would let me hear from you % 
for I alTure you, you can do me no greater 
pleafure. 

I am, &c. 

At the AkanzaSj the 6th 
of November 1751. 



P. S. I found a Meftizo Indian among the 
Jkanzas izndj upon queftioning him concern* 
ing his origin, I heard that he was the fon of 
Rutel^ that failor from Bretany who loft himfclf, 
when M. de la Salle came down the MJJiJippi in 
1682, and of whom I have had the honour of 
fpeaking before. 

This 
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This dcmi-lndian added, that Rutel his fathcf 
yms found by the Cenis^ an Indian nation, who 
adopted him i he received one oi their girls as 
his wife, in the quality of a warrior j becaufe, 
having niade ufe of his muiket in a battle againft 
fome eneinks of the Cms^ the explofion of that 
weapon, which was as yet unknown to them, 
inghtened them, and put them to flight. 

This Rutel having afterwards taught the In- 
dians the method of going with oars and fails in 
their canoes and piraguas, he efaabkd them to 
defeat a little fleet of their enemies -, this man-t 
fter of navigating being till then unknown to 
the nation, and drew their gratitude and vene- 
ration upon him ; they revered him as the great- 
eft man in the world -, and the famous Ruiter^ 
who, from a common failor, became Lieutenant 
and Admiral of the United Provinces, was per- 
haps lels revered than Ruiel was among the Cenis. 



LET- 
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LETTER 



VI. 



To the fame. * 

An Account of the Author* s Navigation from the A^ 
kanzas to the lUmois. The King^s Boat St. 
Louis y on which the Author was^ is overfet -, he 

f falls into the Miffifippi, and an Akanza fav^ 
his Sfe. 

SIR, 

??^^P^ AM now, thank God, arrived at Fort 
^ I ^ ChartreSy after running many rifles on 
^y^;^ this loftg and troublefome voyage- 
We fet out from the Akanzas the 7th of Novem- 
ber, on our voyage hither- We have gone 
three hundred leagues without meeting with'any 
village or habitation. As this extent of country 
is abfolutely uninhabited,, there are happily great 
flocks of wild oxen, flags, and roe-bucks, to be 
met wuh, cfpectally in this feafbn when the wa- 

.. ter^ 
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cers are low. Thefc animals are obliged to com^ 
io flocks to the river to drink, we often killed 
them as they crofied it, and likewife fome bears 
were thus got. The Akanza Indians generally 
come to hire themfelves to the French, in order 
to make them fubiift by hunting upon the road* 
Thefe hunter^ kt out in the morning in pira- 
guas ; they kill the oxen which they naeet on 
the banks of the river, and the boats that fol- 
low after them take on board the meat,* which 
lies ready for them on the Ihore. 

The Indians take care to keep the tongue^ 
and the flefh from the back of the animals which 
they have killed, and to prefent thefe bits ta 
the commander and officers of the convoy ; af- 
ter which a feijeant or a corporal diftributes the 
flefh to the foldiers in each boat : the pleafure of 
hunting amply repays for the fatigues of the 
voyage. The game is fo common in the neigh- 
bourhood of tLe river St. Franfois *, that, when 
we went on fhore in thofe parts, it was impoITiblc 
to fleep, on account of the multitudes of fwans, 
cranes, geefe, buftards, and ducks, that were 
continually going up and down in thefe watery 
places. On approaching die country of the 

Illinois^ 

" ■ ! ■ ■ ■ — 

t This tfvcr comes from the couRtr)' of the Ilaufaux^ 
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iiKw/ir, you ice, m thiexlay-tTme, whole clouds of 
turtle-doves or wood-pigeons. A circumftance 
that will perhaps be incredible, is, that they 
often teli^ the fun ; thefe birds, Kving mere- 
ly upon atoms and the feeds of beech-trees, ih 
the woods, are excellent in autumn ; fometime's 
eighty of them ar? killed at one fliot. What a 
pity that (b fine a country is not inhabited, or 15 
only inbabrted by brute? ! 

M.de Macartyj an Iriftiman, and comman- 
der of the convoy, having had fome fits of the 
gout, and fearing to be obliged to winter on the 
road; refolved to go before the reft, when we 
were- at iht junfture of the Ohio with the 71^- 
^ppij thirty leagues from the Illinois. He took 
the beft' rowers out of 'all the boats,' and put 
them on board his bbat, aiid,^without troubling 
himfclf about the others, he left them behind, 
contrary to M. d€ FauWetHPsi injunftions j how- 
ever, the law of natiire'dtft^es* to every body tfic 
order c( aflifting orfiers mutually, in cafe of an 
attack froAi an enemy, or fome other aci^jdenr, 
fuch as happened to the hozi St. Louis j on board 
of which 1 was. It got upon a fand-bank, and 
they were obliged to unload it almoft entirely 
before they could fet it a-float again, which ma^e 

Vol. L I me 



I 

I. 
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mc lofe two days, and prcvcnicd my joining d^e 
convoy again. j 

. To increafc my misfortunes, when I was byt 
fourteen leagues from the iZJfe^w, my boat/ throe 
days after it was ftranded, ran againft a tree, qf 
which t\ic Miffijippi is full, and efpeciaHy intimp 
of low water j the fhock burft the boat, and 
fuch a quantity of water gpt in, that .itj^nk in, 
Icfs than an hour's time. By this accident I loft 
all I had : I ran jthe riik^f |)eriihir^ too j for I 
had thrown myfelf iqto a piragu%. .^ut it i^as fo 
full of goods faved from the wrcc^,5.that it 
oyerfet % feveral foldiers were drowned, aaad I 
ihould have ihared the fapie fa^^ had it notl^een 
for a generous 4km,Z(f^ who,, not fearing the 
feverity of the. feafon^ leapt into thp waj^ a^^ 
fei^ed me hy my ridn^^oat^ ' 

. Mx^t, thefe adventufes I .am at la0: m^^^ 
at: Fort Chartre^ : I had not been long hef«^ 
when I was witneft tp an event which .^ligji^liave 
had very unhappy confequences* ; The Pehfth 
guichias and tte Oi^aum&ns had agreed upQi? the 
total ruin of five French villages among ^lie^sffliV 
noiSf M. de Mofarty had fent me before.rham} 
to prepare quartern for fome troops that^wie iq 

/ 4cpn* 
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^ ijdgvdy. The &ii^ni had m^itated dieir en- 
iSerpiafe, arid iritcrtdcd to come bftfore (he eoti- 
voy, ' I \^as then ai the Kafltakias^ where Mr 
if^ Mmchdtvaux ^omi^^ded^ i^ho could not 
juftiy kftow the whole ixt€nt of die fjilot of tjhofe 
b^backn^ Thefe Wizrre fpread m the houies <tf 
the inhabkants 5 fcy tMf caieflfes, their affcfta- 
fion, ahd callkig tt Mind the ma0acre of thef 
Natches, we fijfpeftcd their dcfign. 

On fuch occifions, as thefe, an officer feeka!! 
the weight of the ttnttmaridl - lyi. de* Montchar^ 
voHH wa^ not difedxii^ged j he was fcconded hf 
M. de Gruife^ ^n intelKgeh^ bi^veolHeer. He 
held a council with the oldeft and moft confider- 
able people of die place; and did? me the ho- 
noqr ib ccnddilt me in this^ circuoiftaniae; it was 
more through his goodmis ^than thrqogh necef^ 
fitjr, bccaufe I vtras :ne wlf anived, and confe* 
quendy little acquainted witlx the ficuadoa otF af« 
fairs in that nei^hboudiood^ I will however 
venture ta iay^ thiae he wa& pleafed with the ad* 
vi^ I gave, though it was a very finiipleone* 
My opinion w^s^ that, in order to penetrate the 
defign of thefe Indians, we fhould keep on the 
d^ehfive, without^ewing the Je^ fufpicion : 
that we ffeouldt^fendiooWcfhiearmfed inhabitants 
on horfeback, as if ihey went a-hunting ; recomi^ 
I z mending 
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menc^bg it to them/ that, ^er they h^d go^e 
the rbund$, thcy,fhoyId,|-etMrn mto^fhe^'^ljaflj? 
full gell<^, ^ if loAi^tbiQg ha4 h^ppisn^d t^ thpm v 
this was JO give ^ ftlfe al^rni. There remain* 
«d riQthing fprthpr to be done ja that cafe, jbut 
to examine thc^ cpqntep^nccs qC thp Indians, 
who woifild x^rtainly.bgtr^ ,tliemf?lyes; ,; TbiS; 
^yice >Y*s fpUowcd J th? Iijdiws bclfcvcd^the 
French had cjifcover^^ their plot i^ they intends 
cd to execute it on Chriftmas-day, when the 
people can^e from tk^ great ^gp^^; $1\0 b^J^x- 
a6tly inquired after that day, afking, in theii^ 
way, when that day caRie pni wWch the.^Sop of 
thf grsatS,pirit came into xhcrwprld v 

^ As foon as they belipvcd they, were difcovef- 
ed, they thou^t only of making. tfaeiss efcape^; 
wc fired upoh them, .and killed twenty;-tiv0.i>n 
the fpot. A lcgcai\t,.v calkd La Jmn^e^ a 
Cre&Ie^ smd a gaod^bunti^, kilkd^four in. my 
prefenc*. i M.Je Grwfii^^on his fide,, accac^ed 
thofe who ware.in tJie.JefiiitsiMOulp^ ie wounded 
fcveral of thc»n,and took fire'alive,; appjong "iih^m 
there was om MHnois^i they were;pwt:in:ijK^^s. 

• ■ r:^ ; ■ -r'-'- '- -^ -'• ■» '^^» ^ . ■ 

M* dcM^arly haft^of^d to difpatcK meffcugpr^ 

to N^m Qrkms ^ the Mwquis Jif VaudnifiU to 
give him an accoim|,p/;this expedition i tlK^go^ 

1 I vernor 
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Vemor fen t back orders to deliver the prifoners 
to'their ciountrymen, who came crying, the ca- 
lumet in hand, and difavowed the plot, faying 
their people Had loft their fenfes, and that the 
Englifh had taken their fcnfes from them. They 
rtceivetd peace very tHankfuUy, and all is quiet 
at pfefent \ however, for precaution's fake, the 
inhabitants have received orders to carry their 
aiulkets when they gO to mafs ; gnd the officer 
of the guard to place two fcntinels at the church- 
door during divine fefvicc^ 

I taiUft not forget to mention to yOu, Sir; 
that allthispaffed without our having a fingle 
man killed or wounded. The Indians threw 
away their cloaths and thdr clubs to run the 
better ; tKe vigilance of M. d^ Montcharvaux 
the commandant, and of M. de Gruift the ma*^ 
jor, has prevented the confpiracy, at the mo- 
ment when the plot was to be executed. I am 
now Returned to Fori Charfres^ where we lead a 
pretty peaceable life ^ I cannot fend any great 
news, but i will communicate fbme fittic anec- 
dotes which may amufc you, and will at leaft 
give you an idea of our Indians. 

I had hired an Indian for my hunter during 

winter > he belonged to the. village, of the A&V- 

I 3 chigamias'^ 
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chigamias •» Qoe day having ^ a very great quan« 
tity of g^e^ inftead of bringing it to me, he; 
went to treat ^, with fome Frenchmen^ wha 
gave faim bfandy in exchange, of which he 
drank fo much as to lofe the ufe of his 
tcsSon. .4s. he entered my lodgings in this 
cpnditioq, I received him very ill; I took 
Away (he muflciet which I ha4 given him, and 
uurmd h^ip of by pufl>ing him out of doors: 
hf carpc, however, into my kkchen againft my 
will, lay down in it, and would not go out of 
it. As fbon as he was in his fenfes again, he 
w^ conceived wfaat^ great fault he had copi* 
mitted*, and, being .wiUing to i^ne forit, he 
took a gun, powdfr, and fhot, and went out. 
The next day he retwn^ and comes in, very 
haughtily, loaded with game : he had round his 
oaked body a gjirdle, between which all the head& 
of the wild fowls were put \ he loofened it, and 
fhrew them into the middle of my room> he 
^C9 &t 4own near my fii^ey without Q>eaking s 
he liglued his calun^, and giving it me to 
fmoke ovtf of it, he laid, ^^ I own I had lo^ my 
^ fenfes yefterday, but I have found them again: 

*'Iac^ 

* They call treating, the exchange or barter of European 
merchandize agaioJll the furs whieh the bidians take^ia hunc- 
ipg. . 
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V r achiKwJcdge my fault j and I beg ihee to 
A' exctiie iu. I agree that; I had deferved the 
*' treatiriem I received, being turned out of thy 
^* hut>^H!:h6u haft donr well to let iile come in 
** again, becaufe, if the other Indians had heard 
** of it, they would at the leaft difpute reproach 
^« me with baying been turacd out of the hut of 
^•^ the chief Great Nofi^:\ 

. Many European? make no difFercnce between 
the Indians ^d brutes, imagining that they 
feavci^cither reafon nor cc^nmon fenfe. How- 
ever, the cireumftance which I have now rcla- 
ted» M^.a grea£ many more, fufficiently ihtw^ 
that thefe ipeople are fufceptibfe of fentiments 
c>f Koitour i they know how to do themfclves ju- 
iiicd when they are wronged, and know very 
vttH when they do UK There are niations annong 
ito Kucopeans^ of whocaone may liemark a$ 
I ridiculous and barbarous cuftoms as among 
ijbe American Indians. . 

To return to my hunter { you kncwr Mcagr 
well, that drunkennds deba&s noien to thje rank 

— : ' "~TT" — ! ^ - M / 

* An epithet the Indians gave me to diftinguiih me from 
Ae other officers, to each of whom they gave fuch denomi- 
nadons> relatirc to the good or bad qualities they obfeirved 
in them. 
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of brutes, and chat diis v'^ce is cdrve&6A with 
difiiculty even aqfiongft the Frettch. The In=- 
diapis imitate them eafily ip It, and fay the white 
people have taught them to drink thi fiery wa^ 



ter:^.' 



Ont day itiy Ibdkn found the dodf of the 
King's magazine open; .hefneaked-fai-like afer- 
pent, got to a barrel of brandy, and fhcd half 
of it, by endeavouiixxg td fill a bottle with it. 
This accident obliged ngie to ^ifttrils him ; how- 
ever, ashe was^agoq^Auntefi and held only one 
fiauit, his wife btgged. me to give him phyfic, 
to pre vent his drinking : I willingly undertook 
the cure, with the alfiftance of his wife and rela- 
tions. Once this hunter wais drunks but defired 
ftill more brandy -,. I' got the people to tell him 
^ had ibme, but that I was Very tepacious of it^ 
He liamc imniediately, and aflced me for fomc: 
I faidj.I hadbrandy, but I would not give it 
for nothing. He faid he was poor; however, 
if I would take his wife, he would hire her to 
lite for a month. : I anfWered, that the chirfs of 
the whit6 warriors did not come to the fed men 
to^ enjoy their wives; that if he would fell me 
his fon7 I would willingly take him as a (lave, 

and 

* Thus they call ^ran^j. ' , 



I 
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-and ^ve h^im in return i barrel of brandy i wq 
made the bargain in prefeftee of feveral witncfies, 
and he deHvered his fon to me* 

1 wast ready to laugh at this farce, ffom the 
Very b^ginnihg of it^ I made him drink upon 
the bargain fome brandy^ into which I had put 
long pepper. When he had drunk it, he was 
bound, and brought to fleep. When he was 
recovered of his drunkenneft, the Cacique of 
the village and his relations, » who were in the 
fecret, came to him into his hut, whert he lay 
upon a mat^, they difplayed-to him all the hor- 
ror ^th<e unnatural aftionhe had committed by 
.ielHng his own offspring. The poor Indian 
can^ crying to me, and feid, Indage ti^ai panisy 
i.e. I am unworthy of living ; I do no longer 
defervc to bear the tender name of fathen He 
was ^ei7 iangry at the brandy I had given him 
10 drink, and which had fired all his ftomach ; 
lit called it uHne of the chief of helU that is, of 
the evil fpirit that caufed it, 

• His wife, who is naturally humorous, and 
whi) was diverting herfelf at his ^xpence, afked 
him very coolly where his fon was ? He ftill ex- 
tufcd himfelf, faying, that, knowing me to be 
very kind, he expeded I would return him his 
. fon ; 
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fori J that h? kpcw fhe g^rand Mt£ erf iM 
French % and the father of the red men, haid no 
flaves in his empire. I t^ld him he was in the 
right, but that I had adopted his Ton, and 
would take him in that quality with me to 
France, in order to make Urn a'Chrifti^, and 
that all the furs of his Ration would not be fuf^ 
ficient toredeem him« 

As the relations fcem^d to be grieved, they 
advifed the drunkard Indian to go to the cMeJ 
iff the pr^0r^ or the man that fpeaks with the 
greit Spirit 5 for thus they call the priefts : I 
told him, that if the chief of the prayer f re- 
quired it, I Ihould not be cMtrary to him ; I 
woukl return him his fon^ op condition that he 
fhould be baptifed, and that I fl^iuld he hi) 
godfather;; that as to himfelf, I required from 
him an abjuration of drunkenmtfs, whichhad 
proved &> fatal to him* He faid my wgrds >ifere 
ftrong, and he fhould remember them while hi 
lived ; he begged I would adopt him as a.bror . 
ther, and faid he was going to flrike at the poft J. 

since 

-^ -T ^ — r^ 

* The French Jang. 

t The Abbe Gagnon^ of the order of St. Sulpitiqs, an^ 
chaplain of Fort Chartres. 

X The Indian method of taking an oath. See Letter V- 
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^c» ctet ti^ne hf has htvcaruirank wine, or any 

IpiritiKWi liquors ; I have; fiait people to offer 

tbem to hun, but he always rcfufed thtiA, fey- 

i|ig» that he had ftruck at. the pojQ:, and that 

the Lord of life would be angry with him j that 

I had told him that this Spirit could not be de- 

cbivoi : he focolkfted that once I had named 

tte nuoiber of gIaiR:s of brandy which he had 

dninkt without my having, feen him s to which 

he had anfwered, that it was very true, and that 

he believed that the great Spirit that fees every 

dung nmft havie told me of it. 1 took the follow* 

ipg inethod when I wanted to know )xow many 

drams my Indian had taken. I left a dean 

ghis near a barrel of brandy ; the Indian, being 

atonei, was tempted to drink a glafs; after 

which I ordered the glafs to be waflied in hot 

water, aiid put in its place again; and every 

time he drank, my people always did the fame 

thing. Accordingly it was very eafy for me to 

tell him, thou haft taken fb many drams ; he 

was always amazed at it, and thought L was a 

forcerer, 

I have often remarked, that the Indians are 
Mghly plcafed when the French carefs their lit- 
tle children ; likewife, in order to make myfelf 
beloved and feared by them at the fame time, 

when- 
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whenever I had rcaibn to be difplea&d with th(*fr 
behaviour, I made ufe of this mpthod: the^ 
jnore I feemed vexed and angry at the fathers^ 
the more I afFeftcd friendfliip for their children i 
I carefled them, and gave them European toysv 
The Indians readily guefied^ that as 1 had na rea- 
Ibn to complain c^> their wives and children, I 
did not love them lefs than before, and was only 
vexed at thofe who had offended me, without 
extending my anger upOn their families. This 
moved their heart, and confequendy they went 
out,' killed fome wild fowls, brought ^em 
lb me, and, throwing them on the floor, faid, 
" This is toap^eafe thee, be no longer angry 
** with us." I immtcdiately anfwered, I willing^f 
ly forget the paft, when I fee you come back, 
with your wits, meaning when you do not come 
empty handed. A father's heart is the lame all 
over the world ; every father is pleafcd with the 
fricndlhip which is fhewn to his children,, who. 
make returns by their carefles, . . 

You can well conceive, that a mere trifld can 
gain me the friendfliip of thefe people 5 and that 
it. depends ohly upoti the thethod of adting with 
them, to attach them to one*s felf at aH events/ 
But let this fuffice for this time^ I think I 
mufl:' recall to your mind the plan I purpo- 

fed 
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fed to follow ; J only examine the fltuation of 
th^ places where I ftop, and, during my ftayy I 
fii^ll apply. particularly to knoji^ the gepius pf 
the people with whom I am to live for ^ time j 
and I think this ftudy not beneath a traveller. 
You are a foldier and a philofc^her j I pim per-t 
fuaded, that what I (hall give you an account of 
will pleafe you ; for I flatter myfelf, that you 
depend upon the fidelity of your hiftorian : in- 
deed,^ I mean to aflert nothing but what I am an 
eye-witnefs of; for I can neither invent nor ex- 
aggerate. I am, SIR, i^c. 



At Fort ChartreSj among the JJlinois^ 
the zith of March lysi. 



L E T 
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LETTER VII. 

7o the fame. 

Defcripticn of the War of the Nations of Foxes 
againft the Illinois^ of which the Author has been 
an Eye-witnefs, Account how the French fettled 
among thefe Peopk. 

SIR, 

If^Sm HAVE enquired after the manner 
nj I 3^ in. which the French fettlement has been 
JttLJRf jw( "^^d^ ^^^^* The country of the iZZr- 
nois was difcoyered by our Canadian hunters \ 
they found its climate very good, being in forty 
degrees north latitude, fettled on it, apd made 
an alliance with the natives. Many people among 
them marribd Indian girls, of which the greateft 
part became Chriftians : ahd after the difcovery 
of Louifianoy the India Company fent many fami- 
lies 
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iieft ov^rhitRerj if ha Hved end muttiplied here. 
There ace itow five greiat villages d£; French in- 
halwtants in thtfe parts *. The moft confider- 
able. place th called. Ka/kakiasy a name of the 
tribe of an Mnois fe^td^ment, which is about half 
a league from it. The Sieur JSauffiefj an en- 
gineer, has madls a plan for conftrudting a new 
fort here, acc^^rding' x6 the intention of the 
coyrt. It Ihali bear the fame name with the old 
one, wlych is called Fort de Chartres. 

Thcillims country is ohe of the fineft m the 
world '9 it fiipplies all the bwer parts of Lmifiana 
with flower. Its commerce confifts in furs, 
kad and fajt. There are: many fait fprings -f% 
jthat; attr^d the wild oxen, and the roe-bucks, 
which like the paftures around them very mudi. 
Their flelh and tongueiare ialted, and furnifh 
another branch of commerce to New* Orleans ^ 
%n^ < thiey. cjare hams^ which equal liiofe of 
/!^;j^ft?<., The fruits ate as fine as in France, 

* The fedia Goihpaiiy wfere ^efRd of Louifiani- J b\xt they 
lpretit:ba£k'to^<the King is 1731. The fivervinages of the 
Freiuiih zf/9- that of the yK^akwp the Fort Char^is, St. 
P/itlipf ihfi JCaoiias, and the Prairit du fiochr (meadow Ott 
ihe rod^) ; there is now a fixth, called St. Genevirv$. 

^ CdikdSab7ii(h, by this En^iih. Planters. F. 

. .• . ' The 
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The //fi«ow Iwve ircty n^ar theTaitte-iw^neils 
Mdcuftoims as the Nations I haye already fpokin 
of; they only^ differ, in their langukgi^; They 
marry, and often, when they return front hunt- 
ing, bare each other again, each pafty going 
a different way, ' V 

The inarriage of the Indians isquitein the 
ftatc of nature, and has no other form- than the 
mutual confent of the parties. As they afre not 
tied by any civil contraft, whenever they are dif- 
fatisSed with each other, they fepariate, without 
ccfemohyV' faying -that 4niarriage js a tieo^ the 
heart, and that they only m^rry in <)rd<5r to love 
tjach others and help «ach. other -mutually in 
* th^ir Slants. I have fecn Very happy maitiages 
ainbng..th«fe people; divorces a(id polygamy are 
oincommon amongft them, though the latter is 
allowed} by the4aws. An Indian itiay have twd 
wivcs'if he hunts well; fometimes ope Indian 
marries t^oi fifters^ giving' it Tas a-reafon thaV 
.they, will agree better . nmong them felves, .than 
two ,rfiap arc ^r^ngeps tp each other, ; The In- 
dkm women ip general are very laborious-; they 
are. commcmly told^ when they are young, that 
if they be idle or h^avy, they wift get a 
wretched hulband, rtere avarice, ambition, 
and many other paflions, fo common among^tbc 

Europeans, 
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fiuropeans, never ftifli the fcclmgs of nature, 
in a fathei^'s breaft, of indlirte him to force his 
thildrdh, ihd rtiucjh lefs to cotttroul them in their 
inclinations. By an admirable fympathy, deferv* 
ing of admiratiofl, thofe only are married^ who 
love each othef* 

The UtiHois Indians Were formerly the moft 
formidable in Loujtanaj but (he continual Wars, 
which they have been engaged in, %ainft the 
iiorthren nation^, have reduced them to a very 
fmall number* The hatred of the Canada Indi- 
MS agaiftft them j arifes from the incurfions which 
the HUnots wete ufed to make into their coun^ 
try, and becaufe they took and killed ih thefe 
inroads, both the male and female beavers, 
which among thefe nations is reckoned a crime 
and cowardice, becaufe they make a great com- 
merce with the Ikins of thefe amphibia *, which 
they exchange for European goods. • 

III 1752, the Indians of tlie tribe of Kpakias 

met fix Indians of the nation ofFoxeSy hunting f ; 

Vol; I. K they 

•* Beavers are quadrupeds and probably called, by our au- 
thor, amphihia for no otter rcafon, but becaufe they may 
be eaten as fifti on ike jours tnaigres F, 

t Their true name is Outagamis ; they inhabit the coun- 
try to the wefl of the Lake Mfchlgi^n, 
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they took them prifoners^ . though they were not 
at war, and refolv^d to^ burn them, that 'they; 
might not give any account of them. One of 
the Foxes^ or Outagamis was happy enough to 
cfcape from the ftake he was faftened to, apd be- 
ing purfued by his tormentors, h^ leaped into a 
lake, and eluded their refearches, by fwimming 
under water. He remained hidden in the rufhcs, 
only putting out his head from time to time tQ 
take breath. He had the firmnefs to remain in 
that pofture while his comrades were broiling. 
In the night* time he efcapcd the watchfulnds of 
the HUnoiSj who thought he was either droi^ed 
or eaten by the armed fijh *. As he was naked 
and without arms, he was obliged, in order to 
fubfift upon the road, to eat grafs like a bcaft* 
Being returned to his nation, he told them what 
had happened to him with the Illinois^ and the 
unhappy fate which they had made his.fellow- 
travcllers undergo. , Their relations immcdiatelyr 
. began to grieve for them after their manner. The 
chief of the nation called an aflenibly together, 

for they undertake iiothing without a councils Jthe 

relult 



• The armed fiihin Louifiank is exceedingly Y6raciou$^. 
Hi$ teeth cut the iron of the filh hooksf in pieces. 



•■^A- 
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reftiltf was to fend bundles of rods * to the ehieft 
of the tribes, who were their allies, among 
whom wete the Sioax^ the Sakis and the fikapous 
who marched as kvtx&ikty troops under the 
ftandard of the Foxes. The army confiftcd of 
a thoufand warriors j^ everything being in tea* 
dinefs* the general g( the Foxes marched towards 
the mtnois^ and chiefly towards tht MStchigamias 
who had given Ihelterlo the Koakfas. • 

The warriors being come together to the num- 
ber of one thoufand, they embarked in one 
hundred and eighty canoes made of birch tree 
baik, on the river Omfionfing which falls into 
the Mffiftppl By the'Cifrf eht of the riv^r, and 
the helj> of their oars, they were Iboh' brought 
to their enemies, the Illinois. - . 

They pafied in good order by the fort of koa- 
Has where the Chevalier de Fol/ei, an ofHcer of 
my. detachment, commanded. The van of this 
fleet of the FoxeSj 'cohfifl:ed of the belt runners, 
who were to go on fhore to reconnoitre. They 
K 2 landed 



* As the Indians have not got the art of writing, the rods 
l^aric il^rnmnber of warfiors*. a^d the day of afTemJbling for 
Ac departure of ihc anay# , 
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landed about a qUart^ of a league, from tk? 
ACkhigamiasy\\h%t^ which was furroundcd widiin 
a muilttt (hot by a wood ; thdr enemies being 
far from expelling fuch a vifit. 

The Foxes had fixed upon Corpus Cbrifti day 
for fighting the Blinm. They knew, that die 
latter would come to Fort Chartres to fee the ce- 
rcpiony which is performed by the Frwch on 
that (blemn day \ the fort was only a league from 
the Indian village* 

Every thing being in readincfs for thei.attack^ 
the general of the Foxes ordered ten or twelve of 
tlie beft runnners to throw away their bodies f. 
Thefc young men imipediately fell upon the 
enemy's village and killed aU they met as thigf 
came in, crying the cry of death, and having' 
difcharged their arms, they fled with as much 
quicknefs as they came. 

The Illinois took up their arms and purfued 
them •, but the army of the Foxes^ lyilig on the 

ground, 

.... ■ ..■ !■ ■ -M ■ . ,.., J M ,. , ^ ■ ■ . ■ . .II. . , 11 % 

* This is a great holiday with the French* ^ 

f To tkrmio away their bodies, 19 amon^ ^liaAinS 6^ 
mpofe their bodies f ganger ^ as tho(^ <lo that are^oU^ed H 
mount iirR of all the breacK to itorm a place. 
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gh>utid, m the high grafs, difchargcd all their 
arms and kBled twenty-eight Illinois : at the fame 
time they fell upon the village, and killed men, 
women and children ; fct fire to the village, and 
bound and led away the reft as captives. - 

The Foxis loft but four men in this glorious 
expedition, one of them being a chief wifh a 
n^dal *, of die nation of SkuXy who went with • 
them as an ally. 

1 was a (peftator of rfiis flaughter, which hap- 
pened on the fixth of June 1752. I was at that 
time on a hill which overlooks the plain and th^ 
village of the Mitchigamias. I had the opportu- 
nity of favmg the life of a girl of fifteen years 
of age, who came to bring me fome ftraw-ber- 
berries. At the time of the attack^ fhe ran 
away, and as the enemies purfued her, Ihe ran 
into my arms, where the barbarians did not 
venture to Ihoot at her^ for fear of hitting 
me, 

K 3 This 

■ I III t f f ■! 11 ' 11 ■ III ii.y^i^^— — — — fcia^a^ 

^ This diftIn6lIon» of which I haye already fpoken, is 
fhMiited by oider of the Kifig» through his general, to the 
«K)ft yatiaQt Indians, afl^i who are moil attached to the 
jPrench nation. 
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This accopQt will jnfqrm yoy, that npth^Ag 
can be mpre dangerous, than being t^en uaa* 
wares by thefe natipi^s. None but thqie, wiio 
were gpnc 9V>?'0f curioli^y to ibc the proccflion^at 
the French fprjt of Chartres^ cfcapcd the.rev^ng? 
of the FoxeSy who contented with their viftory, 
re-embarked in their boats, and put the prifoncrs 
well bound in the van ^ and palTing, by the 
French, fort of Koakias^ they gave a geiic|ai^-<ft? 
iute with their guns. j; ; , ; , 

The chief, or admiral of the Fqxis^. tad 
hoiited the French colour^ on his canoe, and 
was as proud of his vidory, a^ if he Y^^\3^ 
du^ed a great; empire. ' . 

M. dc Maiarty^ ogr gqvernor, has writtop tQ 
thofe in t^e pofls' of Canada, to? tr^t witiv ^ 
Foxes (concerning flic ranfoqi of th^ Mwis^ w^bOfli 
they have takei^ prifoners* , . : ,., ,. 

Thefe 'cunning Indians had pondu&cd thfjfi 
undertaking fo well, that we knew nothing of 
it till it was executed -, they hid the knowledge ojF 
^. it from us, juftly fearing that we fhould interppfq 
pur mediation between them and thp Illinois ^as 
,being the friends and allies of both > but the ■ 
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dffferlded nation was defirous of vengeance, 
only. 

The village of the Michigamids has lo(f about 
eighty perfons, both killed and prifoner^, in this 
fatal affair. ' ' 

On the fixteenth of June^ I was ordered by 
the commandant of Fort Chartres^ to affemblc 
the remains^ of the conquered tribes of T^akias 
ajid Mitchigamias^ and I held this fhort fpeech 
t6 them, by means of the King's interpreter. . .:. 

I f^ak to you^ fny f hildrea f , oo t|^ p^rt; of 
your ifa^ei;,.M..^ JVf4f^r(y, who. takes. a great 
Ifiare in. yqur misfortune, at the fame time he 
exhorts you to take care in fowing your maize^ 
that yQU ipay efcape {he want in which you are 
at prefent* Htr< is fgrpQ maize, which he gives 
you, becaufe his heart, fuffcr^ to fee you weak* 
cned by hunger- He h^ likewife told me to 
give this little quantity of powder, (hot and 
flints-, we cannot do better, at prefent, becaufe 
we have our enemies as well ^^ y^w* and we do 
not know when the boats will come from the 
great village (i. e. 'Nc^ Orleans) Your father 
K 4 • recbm- 

• The Indians art ufed to call every officer, my father^ 
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recommends it. to you to go a hunting, apd tQ ca^ 
your fatniljes with you^ that they may hgy? 
fomewhat to Rvc yppn, leaving only a certain 
number of men, t6 take care of the fields, aad 
to prevent the wild beafts from ruining thcm.i 
you muft likcwife take care to fend one of your 
people from time tp timf, fp incjuirp }ipw 
m^t^crs (land herp. „ . ^ ^ , 



} • !* 



*• Itisvcry well, my Father, thittlie great chief* 
^* pities us; It was a v ety brave adion to ' be fiirr 
f^ prized in the mannerwc have been; thou haft be^ii 
*• art'eye-witnefs of it, for thpii ha|l favc4 the life 
** of one of oiir girts y our tribe have "beeh kinie4 
^ by the Fopces^ who hate burn^ our huts with our 
«^ viftuaU/ and taken our bpot):, during our re? 
^^ treat at the Kajkgktas. Thou mul): think, that 
^' we cannot leave any here, or they ipuft ftarve, 
'* and would ever lament the death of our rela-r 
M tions, who periflied in this fad afHon,"^ But to ' 
i'* convince our father of our fidelity, tell Kim, ' 
*f by means of the Ipeaking fubftance (paper)^ 
*' that from tinifc tp time \ve (hall fepd fome one 

"of 



* Thus thefe nations call the fuperipr ^^fp.of ^ ppP:^ 
yince or diftrift. . . - 
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^ of our pwpic to him with game to knOw wl«it 
** happens here, 

** We hope the grand - chief of the French 
*♦ will proteift and help us ro (heltei: ourfelves a-* 
*♦ gainft the enemy. WebegtheeJikewifetonMie 
*^ iniereft wiiK him tha( he may be fo good as to 
^ fend word to icveral fi^milies of a0r people/' 
^^who ftii^^d among tht Ka^akiasy tojoiaxis^ 
'^ in order to affift us in the eonimon defence of 
•' the intended fort, of which we have drawn* 
*^ the plan on the ihorc of the ASJ^^h*' 

Speech' of Chikagouy 4 Chief %vith a Medal 

^* I beg, my father, that thoy woiddft get our 
^^arnis mended, and we fhalLdecamp after vtluu: 
^ immediately : and that thou wilt tell the grand 
«* chief not to hear the bad words, whkh our 
^^ enemies wiU not fail to thiow out agatnftour 
^ ha&on, kt him remember the promife I made 
^^ him, it fhalli>e a true one % and I preferve his 
^* Wiprds in my heart." 

Anfwtr^. 

If what thou fayeft be true, thy father will 
recpive thee well, and all the other chiefs will 

endeavour 
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ciufcavour to fi^af^' tht^,Jf .thy .hart agcc? 
with thy tongue^ It is neceflary tfcou.lho^dft 
fct out foon : confider the damage which the dogs 
of thy vilJage have dlbneatnohg ^e'cattte be- 
longiag to the Fitndi inh^bi'tinta ^^ zr^ with 
"v^ tranqiuillty, chey CMffcr .it>i; ^ Jtbat they 
kw^t Ijitherto ,l4id npti^ng ibmitlit,- is in csiifi-' 
4i;r^9a of iypitirawlfOrt^n^s,,, which/ gritve* 
t|ifin».,Snd* they canlic**feey0a^rcciiw»ritQ IthiJ^ 
ftd «cm4ition witbc^ittlbcmg. cbS$V!ed::at:iit: but 
th«ji^}be^n to be^tiW*, theDcfore you muft i^-' 
medy it. Yourfatlwr is^iU befatisficdiwhea !hd 
knows that you are gone to the hunting country, 
becaufe his^heart i§ affli^cd to fee yop ipffer hun- 
ger, and he pities his children, 

iAs to. myfchv rhc&rtily wifh y(>W good fiic^* 
cfc&iqr huntings and a pfentiftil croff atiyour re-** 
torn. I- hopti the <jrtat* Spititi walhhave pit/* 
tqpon you ; do' not' flijghthint r rcctoimend^ it lb' 
yaaur ydimg petite not to piay tiicrfool, thiit^;* 
not to deftroy the female bcaveds'ia'^ the, fakfes 

.' ! ■■ ..: ,-■:.! and* 



• The Indians have many d6g^ for hunting ; and they 
themfelves having lott their provifions, their dogs were hun- 
giyv^wi devDtired tJHJ»<:attl« of the: French. Thse Indian 
d^gs are of a breed, which pjutakes of the w^lf axwd the 
d<^. 
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ssad huntifig pla<:e& of your enf mics, wha will 
i»>tfail to be revcng^ for it, as you have un* 
liappily cxperienccfd^ 

Your father hfts written to Mr. JdamviSc* 
whp. comoi^ods at the Peorias, to make your 
pejace with the Foxes^ znd to; treat with theuj 
about the ranfompf^ your .wiyps, and childrc?^ 
whpin. they hay? wkcn prifoners v jtbe .merchant 
d^;&p. iha|lhe^rnHhe4 for that puipoie for t^ 
^Qcmnt of.thekic^ your fathpr,, grand chief 
^f ,the whkc; ,tt\/m ^^ of the red men. 

■ ■ ' ^1 r: .., . i' . . ■ ,. 

Among the Indiws^ thofe who. run away ^ 
defert in ai\ aclioiij where their honour^ and the 
defence of their country is at ftake, are not pu- 
nilhe^k but they are confidered as. the tiifgracc 
of human nature. The others are continually 
reproaching th«nj th^t they . are not men, but 
old women ; they ^ are dcfpifcd by the very wo* 
m^n«, and the uglieft girls wi^tnot accept of 
tkpm for huibands, and if ever it happened, that 
a.g^rl fhould be willing to marry a coward, her 
relations Would i>ot ^Uqw of it, tor fear of, hav* 
ing men without courage, and ufelefs to their 
country in their family. Thefe tnen are obliged 
to let their hair grow, and to w^ar an dkonan^ 

like 
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like the women *. I fkv^ one of thtrm/ who 
being afhamcd of his figure, went by Kimfclf to 
fight the Tchikachasy who are our enemies and 
theirs. He came near them, creeping like a fnake, 
and hiding himfelf in the gi^eat grafs during 
three or four Hays, withotrt eating or drinking. 
,As the Englifh bring goods to the TchikacJias 
(Chickfaws) in caravans, our Illinois killed one' 
of them who had 'ftrayed' from the caravan, 'fcut 
off his head, mounted his horfe', ' and got off.' 
He was out three months upon this fine expedi- 
tion. On his return the ' natibrt received him* 
with due honour, and gave him a wife, that he 
Jifight beget warriors. Before his departure h^ 
cat ,of dog's flefh, conformably to tlie opinion' 
current am(5ng his people, send of which; I 
have already hacd the honour of fpeaking toybG'/ 

- Thegraridxhief (rfthe jBZf^^/^isdefccnded from' 
the family^ of the ^amarbas^ ' who were forihcWj^ 
fovereigns of'th^s country. This Cacique or 
Ihdian king, ' W the fon of him that wenf W 
France with his attendants in 1720. He was 
prefented to the King^ who gave him a medal 
wirii his portrait, which the ifbrf now wear^ on 
- * hi's 

* A fhort petticoat, wWch the Indian women mabeiifc dF, 
to cover their pakedncfs^ 
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his breaft. There was likewife a woman of tljc. 
nation of the jMUffouriSy who was called the prin- 
cdsof the Afi^/^m*. The Sieur D/^^o/V, a fer^ 
jcant, and interpreter of thofc American ambaf- 
fadors, having been createcj an o^ccr by ti\cr 
King^ married this MiJJburian lady at hi$ returnw 
She became a widow ; and afterwards married 
the Sieur Marm^ a captain of the militia, by 
whom Ihe had a daughter, who is flill alive. 

The Indian princefs dcfcribed to her country- 
men the niagnificence flic had feen at the court 
of France, where ftie had been well received, 
and loade4 with prefents; flie had, amongft: 
other things, got a fine repeating watch fet with 
diamonds^ which the f^vages called a ^irit, on 
accpunt of its niption, which feemcd fupernatu- 
ral to them. 

I have here fpoken with an old Indian, who 
was in the retinue of the Prince 'I'^ndroas-y I 
a(|ced him feverd qucftioiB concerning France, 

. . ' .; \i ; 

* She wa$ the daughter of the ^rand chief of this nation. 
It Is faid ihe was .M*.<^ Bourmottt\% Tsi&xt(s^ who, during his 
command among the Mijfcuris^ never ce^fed to praife and ex- 
tol the wonders of France, and by that means engaged fcve- 
raf to fottow'llim : this girl went over to the Ghriftian reli- 
gion j and was baptifccl nt the chwch of A'flAT^jO^vft'. 
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and clpecially what fine fights he had feen at Pd- 
fis : he anfwered, that it was the Rue de Bouche^ 
tiesy (the fliambles) becairie there was a great 
abundance of fleftr; and after that the RMe Si. 
Honore. When he told his councrymen that hief 
had feen the opera, and that all the people there 
are jugglers or forcerers ; and that he likewfl& 
faw, upon lYitPont'Neuf^ fomc little men who 
danced and fung *, they would not believe him. 
When he faid, that, in the great village of the 
Vxtnch (Paris)y he had feen as many people as 
there are leaves on the trees in their forefks, (an 
hyperbole which tHe Indians make ufe of to ex- 
prefs a great number, having no words to ex- 
prefs a number above a hundred), they atnfwer- 
ed, that the Europeans probably had fafcinated 
his eyes, that it was impoffible, and that they 
had always offered the fame objefts to his eyes. 
He faid that he had feen the huts of the grand 
chief of the French, /. e. VerfaiUes and Lowore^ 
and that they contained more people than there 
are in their country : he likewife added, fliat he 
had feen the hut of the old warriors, (thfc royal 
hofpital of invalids). As this old Tridian began 
already to doat, he agreed with the other Indians, 
that the French had bewitched him. Another 

Illinois^ 

< r ' II I.I I I ■! ■ 

* A puppct-ihow. 
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/%>M, vl^ had made ths fwne yoytge, M 
his countryjnen,. fhat, Jn.tl^e .THiikriaSt and 
Q?her public ^|k% . bfi h&<J Sena men wJm* 
were M^, WiiWP. imv'u^ tbw hair.drel&d UU 
iRWep, wearing Rte fem* .earrings, and gjeat 
Q^ffrg^^ on^ th^i^ Jueafti tji;^ he.Ai^iofted the/ 
p^c.rM^tf 09 tbeiti£»:e9,..aodith«c h&&unddi(qri 
froclted lifee croftidika *. 

Tki^ Jo4i«i rpoke.with thegreateft contempt 
o| ih^t i>icc o£ mortaist wliom we haow under 
the name of petit s-maitres^ or hwus, who are 
born with the weakncfs and the delicac/peculiar 
tik woouen ; natnreieeming to have begun mak- 
ing them fuch, and ^rwards to make a mif> 
lake in the fbraiacion of their icx. 

The Indiaa bad likewife remarked the C5<v- 
mcHis height of* the head-drefles ot our womea 
in thit time*f , and of the heels of their Ihoes* 
But what would he have faid, if he had feen the 
extravagant width of their hoops, and their fine 

Ihape 

M » H m III ■ M I , I.. ' I ■ ' I i n 

♦^ The crdCddlte In tkc iHe^/^i has follicles with mu&, 
w)|i4h, fmdli ftroiig^r d^an the £ail Indiaii muik ; its cffinyia 
^r^ fi>. jlrpng, that you can often fmell the animal before yott 
freit. ^ • 

t During the regency 
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fiiape forced, from their infancy, into that ckf- 
gant cuirafs called ftays* Thde coqjaets are 
not lefs ridiculous by their artifices, than their' 
filly adorers. You; have made the obfervation, 
as I have done, in the coCirfe.dF your travds 
through Eurc^ that the foreigner^ and coun- 
try gentlemen, who come to Pmi toeoj^yattr 
beaus and our belles, have rendislfed thamielves 
infupportable to their countrymen by this unna- 
tural method of zdung : indefcd^ &id oiir Ame- 
rican, fuch efivminate mmnms dilhonoiir ard- 
Ipcftable nation. * . ^ * 

I have received a letter from the M^quk dt 
Faudreuilj in which he exprefies gxst com:eQi' 
for the unhappy accident whkrh has befalfeti nie,r 
by the wreck of my boat. This governor, from 
a pure efFeft of his generofity, which is naiural 
to him, has been willing t6 alleviate, as imicfa. 
SU5 is in his power, the fate of an unhappy <^r 
cer, who loft all he had in the King's fervice*. . 

He has given me leave to come to Niw Or- 
kansy and offered me his purfe and his taWe ; 1r 
am afraid he will be gone for France by the tinJe 
I arrive at New Orleans. It may be faid witii 
truth, that he has deferved the ef:een1 and friend- * 
fhip of every body. The Indians inccffantly 

corn- 
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compare hitn now to M. de BiemMe^ his ^tfede* 
cefibr. When thefe peopie do not ipeok in 
praife of a governor, i>at, entheicontrary, ^roe 
whh all the ki^abk^ts4n d^UJfting him, it4s itl\e 
fe-oiigeft accufation againft him. 

B^jbre i c(»ncliide, I ibati add a word .about 
#he M^Hifis. B^rea ^ormuf^ who has htm go- 
vernor oi Fort Orleans cftabliflied in that «ati-» 
<m, and who knows their genius pe^fe^^ly well, 
has in6>rmed me, that they wereformeriy veiy 
warlike andgodd, but that the French -hurueiss 
had cwrupted them, by their bad conduct, and 
by fome dSumons aniong them; they had 
made then»felves contemptiWe by frauds in 
jcrade ; 'they ^uced and carried off the $ndiati 
women, which, among thefe people, is a very 
great crime ; for'they never pardon fuch forts of 
4X)bberies» AH the irregularities of thefe bad 
Frcnchnwn irritated the Miffburis againft them j 
and thcrrfbre, during M, de Bienville's govern- 
ment, they malHtcrcd the Sieur Buboisy and the 
;littfc garfifon under his command i and as no 
fbldier efcaped, we have never been able to know 
who was right and who was wrong. 

The ftoryl thall tell you will convince you,. 

that thefe people arc only nominally fevages, and 

Vol. I. L that 
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that the F«nch, who endeavoured to impofe 
upon them, have deceived themfelyes. About 
forty years ^o, wh^n thefe Aniericans did not 
yet know the Europeans, a traveller or hunter 
penetrated into their country, made theqfi ac- 
quainted with fire-arms, and folcf them mufkets 
and gunpowder : they went out a-^hunting, and 
got great plenty of game, and of courfe 'many 
furs. Another traveller went thither fome time 
after, with amniunitions ; but the Indians beii^ 
ftill provided, they did not car? to barter with 
the Frenjchman, who invented a very <Kld trick, 
in order to fell his powder, without much trem- 
bling his head with the cpnfequences that might 
refult from his impofture to his country men.' He 
'thought he had done a gr^cat adion in decqrvii^ 
thefe poor people. 

As the Indians are natiirally curjous, they 
.were defirous of knowing how powder, whichf* 
they called grain^ was made in France^- The 
traveller made them believe, that it was fown in 
favannahs^ and that they had crops of it as of 
indigo or millet in America. 

The Mijfouris were pleafed with this difcovery, 
and fowed all the gun-powder they had lefc» 
which obliged them to buy that of the French- 

' manj^ 
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mafaj who got a confiderable quantity of bea^ 
ver-flcins, otter-ltins, &fi for it, and afters- 
wards went down the river to the Itlinois^ where 
M.ife 7^(?»/rcommandedi 

The Mijouris went from tinde t^^time to tKe 
/avannahy to fee if the powder was growing: 
they had placed a guard there^ to hind(sr the 
wild beafts from fpoiling the field; but they 
foon found out the Frenchman's trick: It muft 
be obferved, that the Indians can be deceived 
but once, and that they ai>yays remember it ; 
accordingly thefe were refolved to be revenged 
upon the firft Frenchman that ftiould come to 
them. Soon after, the hopes of profit excited 
the traveller to fend his partner to the MiJJouriSj 
with goods, proper for their commerce ; they 
foon found out, that this Frenchman wds aflb- 
ciated with the man who had impofed upon 
them ; however, they diflembled the trick which 
his predeceflbr had played. They gave him the 
public hut, which was in the middle of the vil- 
lage^ to depofit his bales in ; and when they 
were all laid out to view, the Miffbuns came in 
confufedly^ and all thofe who had been foolifh 
enough to fow gun-powder, took away Ibme 
goods; fo the poor Frenchman was rid of all 
his bales at once, but without any equi\ralent 
L a from 
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from the Indians. He e*omt)lained mtich of 
thefe prodeeditigS, and laid his grievaiices.be* 
fore the great chief, who anfwered^ him very 
gravely : That he -fliould h^ve juftice done him, 
but that for that purpofe he muft wait for the 
gufi-powdei' harvieft, his fubjefts having fown 
that commodity by the idvicfe of his country- 
man ; that he might believe u|ion the word of ^ 
fovei-eign, that, after that harveft was over, he 
would ordfcr a general hunt, and that all the 
fkins of the wild beads which Ihould be taken, 
Ihouid be given in return for .the important fe- 
tret, which the other Frenchman bad taught 
them. 

Out traveller alledged, that tb^e ground of the 
Miffouris was rtot fit for producing gun-powder, 
and that his fubjcfts had not taken notice, that 
France was the only country where it fucceeded 
in. Afl his ifeafoning was ufelefs; he returhed 
much lighter than he came, and alhamed of 
having b^en correfted by favage men. 

This Icffon did. not prevent others from goi^ 
to the Mifottris ; one of them intended to play a 
good trick there ; he got ready a piragua, which 
he loaded with trifles ; and, bfing informed of 
the preceding adventure, he filled a little calk 

with 



v» 
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mxK 3flie$ and pwnded charco^, ^ tjip tpp ^ 
which he put fame gun-powder. Whcp he art- 
rived, he put all his goods in the great hut, in 
qrder to tempt the 4</^w <p rob hwr it 
happened as he exp^<^. . The Fr^nchn^saq 
ipad0 a great noife> gave thp Indian? ^^i^y^ 
hnguftge, and, runaing tp th? <;^(k of gm^ 
f^M^eXf he opened it, ;t9Qjc^ burwug nwtcjf^, 
stnd pried qui^ Jf.haye }pQ: rpy ^vits, Jl v^iU bW 
yp t^e hut, ^d you IhiU oome with ni^ to tj^ 
country of the Spirits. The Indians wer^ friglxtr 
^^ned, and knew not what to do » the other 
Frenchmen who can>e with him were x)ut of 
doors^ and cried out^ QW brother has lo|l his 
jenfes, and be will npt r^cipver them ag^in, till 
})C gets his goods back, or tUl he gets p^d for 
for them. The chiefs went through the village, 
to exhort the people to pay ; thofe whp h?d any 
relations in the hut joined them •, the people 
were moved, and every one brought all the 
€ws he had into the hut 5 the Frenchman then 
li^id he had found his fen$ss ^aii^. The chi^sff 
^efentied him with the oj^lumet, he fowled, an^J 
poured ^ater tipon the gun-ipowder to m^kc it 
nfelefs, m r^thet to hide feis fraud from the In- 
dians. He brought home fine furs to the valuje 
of a thoufand erown§. The JfldiaiK h^ve ever 
L 3 fince 
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fince held him in great efteem, gi^ng him tfyi 
>iame of a true many or man of courage. 

I fliall finifli my letter with the dcfcription of 
a very odd aod extraordinary ceremony, per- 
formed by the MiffouriSj who came hither as am- 
bafiadors, at the time when the Chevalier de 
Boijbriant commandied .here. This tragic ftory 
iwill at the feme time fervc to teach officers, 
who, through a noble ambition, afpire to mili- 
tary commands, that both the theoretical and 
the praftical part of geography ought abfohitely 
to be underftood by them ; and that it is nccefc 
fary they ftiould carefully ftudy the interior fitur 
ation of a country where they are at war, in or- 
der to avoid all furpfifes^ of the enemy, and to 
preferve the lives of the men who are under 
their care. What Ifhall now tell, will fuf- 
ficiently convince them of this neceffity. 

Spain faw, with great dif^pleafurci during the 
regency, our fettlements on the MiJJifippi : The, 
Englifh too, on their fide, fpared noibtrigues t<^ 
. ruin this growing colony, as thjcy^ do fldll iii re- 
gard to thofe upon the banks of the rivej? OA/V, 
which they fay belongs to them -, and they have 
iikewifc laid claim to tlie MiffiJ^fi. 
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In 1720, the Spaniards formed the defign o£ 
ietding at the Mifourisj who are near the Illinois^ 
in order to confine us more to the weftward ; the 
Mffburis are far diftant from New Mexicoj which 
is the moft northerly province the Spaniards 
have. 

They believed, th^ • in order to put their 
colony in fafety, it was neceflary they Ihoukl 
entirely deftroy the Mijfpuris j but concluding 
that it would be impoflible to fubdue them with 
their own forces alone, they refolved to make an 
alliance with the Ofages^ a people who were the 
neighbours of the ACJJouriSj and at the fame time 
their mortal enemies, hoping, with their afTifl:- 
ance, to furprife and deftroy their enemies. 
With that view they formed a caravan at Santa- 
F/, confifting of nien, women, and foldiers, 
having a Jacobine pricft for their chaplain, and 
an engineer-captain for their chief and condud- 
or, widi the horfes and cattle neccflary for a pcr-f 
manent fettlemcnt. 

The caravan being fet out, miftook ks^road, 
apd arrived at the MiffaurU^ taking them to be 
the Ofages. Immediately the condudkor of the 
?^ravan orders his interpreter to fpcak to the 
phief of the MJfouriSj as if he had bcqi) th^f of 
L f fhe 
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the Ofi^es^ ^»xt ttW bim t)w th^l^ei^ 6cxM^ to 
inake ztt altiMce witifc him, in ordsr C^ ^ftrc^ 
together the ^ifj^t/^ Aeif enemies. 

The great chief c^ the Mfiuris cdnetf ftled hit 
thoughts upon this expedition, fhewed the Spa^i 
niards figns of great joy, and promifed to exe- 
' cute a Hefign with them which gave Aim (nuch 
pfeflfoie. To that purpolt he idvk^d them 61 
tuft for a fhr days arfter their iircfi»ne J0W ntf ^ 
fill bs had dB^bfed his ncparrior^ aifd held 
€)$uti;cil with the o)d*meh : but die tgM^ of this 
council of w^ was,, that tli^y fiuii^ efltertaiii 
their gu^^ tery 111*11, and aflfeft the feicercft 
fticndfhip for then*. 

They agrwi together ta fct out in tbrie Axfn. 
The Spanifh captain hnooediately diilribiited fi& 
tccfl hundroimulkets amongft therii, with aneqtal 
number of piftols, fibres, asd batctets ^ but 
the very morning after thfa a^eement, die A^f^ 
fouris came, by break of day, into the Sp^ifh 
camp, and killed them all except the Jacobine 
pirieft, wbofe fiogulat dref$ did not feem to be- 
long td a warrior : they called him a mag^pi^i 
^nd diverted themfelvcS with making him ride 
on ofie c^ the Spnillj horfes^ Qn their days of 
»0?mbly, 

The 
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Thepiiefiv thoo^ be was^ caie0ed tndWell 
ttdj was not ^faotit ikiesfii^&> feaiing tH«t 
€he£s jokes would end in &cri&:ing kirn to tfaf 
Mamteujtx deitjr.df the lQdi9rts> therefore^ ote 
day> taking advaixtage of th^ confidience i» 
him, he took tm meafur^ to ^ away be^Snre 
their faces. All thofe tranfadtions the JMSJfouris 
thtmfdrts hitt related, whcol tkfy bto^gto the 
ftiitiamcilts of the chapel -biiActw • They wctjc 
drefl^dout in th^ dmaintnts: the chief had 
Wi the naked fkin the chafubky with the patea 
Ififpended horn his rieck, having driyen a nail 
through it^ and making ufe of it as a breaft- 
plate; he marched gra^vely.at the head of aU 
tiie others, bbing crowned with feathers and e 
pakrof honts. Thofe that ibUowed htm had 
more chafubles on ; after them came thofe who 
carried the ftole, followed by thofe who had the 
^arfs about theirnecks ; ,after them came three 
Xfr four young Indians, feme with dlbs^ and others 
with furpKces on. The Acolothifts, contrary to 
«rder, were at the end of this ptsoceinon, not 
being adt>med enough, and held in their 'hand^s 
a crofs or thandel^, whilft the^ danced in ca- 
dence, 'thefe people, not knowing the refpcfl: 
due to thfe feclred utenfils, hung the chalice to a 
horfe's neck, as if it had been a bell. 

Rejprefent 
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. Reprefenc to yourfclf the ridiculous : fight 
which the fingular order of this proceilion muft 
offer to the eye, as they arrived before the houfe 
o£ M. de Boijbriant the King's lieutenant, 
marching in cadence, and with the great ca.lu- 
snet of peace di^layed according to cuftom. 

The firft Frenchman who faw this mafquerade 
arrive, ran laughing to give M. de Boijbriant 
intelligence of it ; this officer, who is as pious 
as heisbrave^ was overcome with, grief at the 
■B^t of the Indians, and knew not what to 
think of the event j he feared they had deftroy* 
ed fbme French fbttlement ; but when. l\t faw 
thipm near by, Ms fadnefs vanifiied, ^nd he had 
.much to do to keep him&lf fitom laughing with 
the reftp 

The il^«r/j*told[ him, that the Spaniard? 
intended to have deftroyed thdm-^ that they 
brought hiqi all thcfe things, as being of no 
ufe to thcw, afldrthat,rif he would, he might 
give them fuch goods in return as: were more to 
their liking. Accordingly he gave them fome 
goods, and feht the ornaments tp M.4e Bijmvilk^ 
who was then govertipr-gencpal of Jthp province 
$f l^ouifiana. 



M 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J J 






J. O U I S I A N A. 155 

As the Indians had got a great number of 
Spanifh horfes from this garavan, the chief of 
the Msffhuris gave xhx^ fincft to M. de Boifiriant. 

They had likewife brought with them the 
map which had condudted^ the Spaniards fb ill, 
jvho icame tp furrender themfelves, by confeffing 
jthcir intention to their encmijes. 

I Ihall profit of the permiflion which I haye 
obtained t;o go Sown to New Orleans. If I find 
our general, and a letter from you there, it will 
be a doyble pleafure to me. 



! am, S I R, &c. 



j4f the Illinois^ the I j[//5 
. of Ma; i753r 



LET- 
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LETT m R VIII. 

*9(y tnc jitfnt* 

^hi Juthor leaves the Country e^ the ItUnoiSy and 
goes to ffew Orleans. Arrival of Monjieur de 
Kerlerec^ Ibepartureof the .^rquis, dei Vatir 
dreuil 7'he Jut hoi's feco'nd Tt^age to the Illinois. 
Hercic 4lti§i\ o[ a^Mf^^y '^ho facrificed himfdf 
for his Son. 

SIR, 

??X^?^ N June I arrived at the Capital of 
^ I fly Louifiamy where I found a letter from 
ifcjf^ifll you, which gave me real pleafure, by 
informing me tKat you continue to enjoy your 
health, and it made up for the lofs I had of our 
dear governor's prefence ; when I came hither I 
heard he was already gone to Franci?-; and to 
compleat my misfortunes, Mr. Michel de la 
RuevilUero 1?7as dead of an apoplexy ; he had 

wrote 
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ifrrote to me that he had with foirow heard of 
the lofs of my boat, and that notwithftanding 
it was not the king's ciiftom to re-imburfe fach 
cxpences, yet he would repair this iofs with pka- 
fftre for my relifcf : that I fliould make an exadt 
account of all I had loft, and join to it a cerrifi* 
cate from M. de JWi^f^r/j,thecommander of the 
convoy : this was, he faid, an indifpenfable ne- 
ceffity, that this article may at leaft have fome 
appearance, and thus be entered in the accounts ; 
he promifed that as foon as he fhould have this 
paper, he would fettle what I was to receive. 
TheMarqois de Vaudreuil had recommended me 
at Ms departure to his fucceflbr M. de Kerlerec^ 
who has not paid any attention to his recom- • 
iliendation ; his qualities are quite the reverie of 
thofe of his predeceffor ; but this new governor 
aHedges, that he is not come fo far, merely for 
the fake of changing the air. He kept me at 
New Orleans^ and only aUowed me to rejoin my 
garrifonin 1754, with the convoy which M^ de 
Fiiverot commanded. I could not find any 
room to embark my provilions for the voyage^ 
on acco\mt of the number of goods every one 
was allowed to take as a venture, and which 
filled the .king's boats : I made my juft repre- 
fcntations x)n this fubjeit to M. de KerlereCj who 
made me fuffer all kinds of difagreeable circum'- 

ftances 
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ftances on this occafion. After which, haying 
afked me what venture I took with me, I an- 
Iwerecjjthat lunderftood nothing of commerce; 
that being a foldierj his majefty had fent me to^ 
Louifiana to ferve him, and that I placed aU my 
glory in that fervicc, at laft M. de Kerkrec gave 
me leave to join my garrifon. 

I left New Of leans ttc Seventeenth of Auguft, 
but the boats, as 1 have already faid, were fo 
much laden with ventures, that being overtakeAi. 
by the froft, we could not get to the UlinoiSj tut 
were obliged to winter on the road; and the 
convoy only arrived in January, 1755, which 
occafioned extortions and immenfe cofts for the 
king*s account. The fatigue of fo long a 
voyage ruined my health fo much, that I was^ 
reduced to the utmoft extremity. I was con- 
ducted on foot by Indians, and when I was tired, 
they carried me in a drefled ox hide, made in 
the form of a hamock, hung upon a great 
pole, as a litter. They changed fucceflively, 
and in this manner I came once more to the 
old fort Chartres^ where I lay in a hut, till 1 
could get a lodging in the new fort, which 
is almoft finifhed. It is built of free (tone, 
flanked with four baftions, and capable of con- 
taining a garrifon of three huridred men. t 

aflveJ 
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aiked M. de Macarty^s leave to go to change the 
air at the Kaokias^ who are a day's journey from 
Fort Chartres^ and the road to it is either by 
water or by land. In this poft there is a little 
fort on the l?ft fide of the Miffijifpi^ it is the 
great road of the lUinois to Canada-^ 2Xi^ the cen- 
ter of commerce of New France j or Louifiana^ 
which is confiderable in furs. 

The priefts of the order of St. St^iciuSy to 
whom ,the ifle and town of Montreal belongs 
have cftabliflied^ a miflion here under the name 
of the Holy Family of Jefus. There are but 
three priefts. I have been particularly ac- 
quainted with the Abbe Mercier^ a Canadian by 
birth, and vicar of the whole country of Illinois. 
He was a man of probity, whofe friendfhip 
could not fail of being of ufe to me, by the 
knowledge he had acquired of the manners of the 
Indians, who were edified by his virtue and dif- 
intereftednefs. He fpoke the language of the 
country, and on account of the fluency with 
which he expreflcd himfelf in it, he was highly 
efteemed among the Indians, who confialt him 
in all matters. He has fpent forty five years in 
cultivating the Lord's vineyard in thefe diftant 
countries, and the India^ nations of thefe parts 

have 
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liave always rcQ)c&cd him. A man of hk dia- 
raftcr- cotild never have lived long enongh for 
the hajjpmefs tjf thefe people. This worthy 
trpoftfe of Louijiaua^ fell int6 a confumption in 
lL,ent, and he died of it one Friday at half an > 
Ixour after dcven at ni^t, expiring as aChriftian 
*icro> He had an admirable prefence of mind, 
and I have regretted him very mtich. The 
French and the Indians were inconfolable ; the 
latter lent their deputies according to their cuf- 
'tom to lament him on his tomi). They came 
infwarmsi and as foon as Aey arrived near the 
lioufe of die late Al3be, they cried out aloud and 
made doleful l^nenrations. Thefe poor people, 
Were in a great confternation, and grief was 
fainted on their faces. Thefe pebple, whom 
we call favages, know the true virtue in man ; 
this man had woriced almoft during lus ^hote 
life for their welfare ; they caHed him their fa- 
ther and the chief of the prayer. 

What a diflference is there between riiis mif- 
fionary and another anterior to him, who falfety 
-attributed to himlHf thedifcovery of Louifiana ; 
I mean the iiihcrHemepin^ a^Recdlletfriar, of 
whom lihaH fpeak to you. In r68j, he pub- 
iifh&l a relation, the title of vrftich is ikk right : 

for 
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ifcr the country which the Rccollct, and the Sieur 
Ibican difcqvered in going up the Mtjfiftppt from 
(the river of Ulinois to the fall St. Anthony^ does 
not belong to Loutfiann^ but to Qanada. The ge- 
lation of a fecond voyage of father tUnne^ny in 
the RuhhI des Voyages iu Nard^ bears a title which 
n equally falfe : voyage to a country greater 
thin Europe, between the frozen ocean; and 
new Memctf'^ for though they have gone very 
fir up the Mi^fippt^ they have ftill been at a 
great diftance from the frosen ocean. When 
the author publifh^d this fecond relation he had 
<|uairTeUed with M. de la Salle i it fcems that he^ 
WA$ adually forbid returning to jlmerica^ and 
that the difpleafvy'e this reftridiori gave him, 
prompted him to retire to Holland, where he 
pub^fted a third' work, intitlcd a new defcrip- 
rtion <^ -a very great country, fituated in An^rka 
between new Mmco and the frozea ocean, with 
reflections on M^ de la Satle*s undertakings and 
other things concerning the defcription and hif* 
lory of Nerfh America. .^ 

Ithe author there jaot only vents all his ill-na- 
ture on M. de la Salk, but likewife throws it 
upon Francis pfetenciing to have been ill-treated 
by the nation* He mf ani to fave his honour by 
declaring that he was born a fubjcd of the Ca- 
VoL. I. M tholic 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



i6% TRAVELS tRtotjqs 

thblic king "^ y but he ought to fcflcft jhtt it 
was at the cxpcnce of France that he travelled 
tn America^ Md that it was in the name of hvi 
moft Chriftian majcfty, that he and the Sie«r 
i)ecafi took -pol&ffion of the cpUntrics which 
the^ had dHborered. He did hot fear 
to advance^ that it was with the conftiQt of 
liis GathoKc majefty, his flrft fovereign, that 
he dedicated his relatidn/ to WilHam die 
Third, king of Great Britain, in whlH^ hn 
folicits that nionarch to oonquel" thefe vaft rcgl* 
ons, and to fend Mi0tonaries tMlhcf) «o teadk 
the Indmns the Chriftian religion j a proceeding 
%rhich excited the ridicule of the C^hdics^ said 
fcandalized the Protcftants, who were ftirjpriwd 
%o lee a prieft who called himfelf a mifllDmn% 
exhort a Proteftant fovereign to found a Romifti 
church in Amirica. All his works are befldih 
written in a pompous ftile, which fliocks thfe 
reader, and ofiends him by the Bberties whicK 
rfie author takes, and by his indecent invedSv*s. 
Father Hennepin thought he might make u& df 
the privilege of a traveller j but he has likewife 
been much cried down by his fcIlow-traveHers, 
who have often dedail^d, that he was very uH- 

faithftll 

^ Father Henneppin wai a native of Z)i?il^< 
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^idifbl m ail his accounts. It appears that 
there wiw wore vanity in hh undertaking, 
than trttc <cal in making pro&lytirtj iff >fi 

, Whilfl: 1 w:is at the /f^Mlfei, fomelrifci$ 6f 
the natiM of Q/^ arrived (here i their ^Mmi^ 
fairy or falfe deitjr^ . was a^^ drie4 ferpent, 6f 4 
ijMiiftnuu^ ibse^ Th^ peopt^ ^id that this 
prodigious animal had committed great d^ikf^ 
rations in their country; that it fwallowed a 
tygist^^ttt dl at once ; that confequentfy they Aad 
4eeiared>9^r ageunft it^ and were gone to attack 
4t. iThejF followed it by the tracks but neither 
balk iidr arrows could pettetfi^te its body/\Huch 
"mmv^OftftA^^vt^^^ Kfce^hofecf 

n c^oQlilev l^hey fodcetded at laft in pdtdn^ 
Um death W ihoodngb^U ahd arrows at it, 
%frfaioh Mitided it; He that had killed it carried 
the niark or kipreObn of it oh his body, in th^ 
£une manner as the jAanzas imprinted the 
foe^&uck on my thigh; They make this laft* 
ing mark in the follo^ng mannen They firft 
dra^ with Uack^ or with gap-powder the 
figure of the animal or ot^ed they mean to re« 
]MRefitot, on the flefei after which they fting the 
flan in the out-line, with one or more needles . 
to the blood ; the figure is then ilighdy waihed 

Ma over 
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over with a fine fpuiigc4ipt in a folution of rock 
fait, which mixes the blood with the black, con- 
^a^ting the fkin which has been ftung, and ren-* 
dcrs the figure indelible. This is not done with* 
out fome pain •, but as it is a kind of knighthood ' 
to which they, are 0<)ly intitled by great aftions, 
they fH&r with ple^^Aur^ in order to pais for 
men of- courage. Thefe marks of diftinftioft 
piu^tiply . in proportion to the fine adions they 
do in war. ; < . 

• If^ne of them ihouli} get himfelf markcdi 
without . having previQ^y diftinguiihed htnlielf 
in battle, he would \k ddglraded, und looked 
upon as a cowarcj^ unworthy of ao -^nOUr^ 
which only belongs to fhofe who ge^eroiiily ^^ex^^ 
pofetheif lives in defence of their cou$t3ry*.:The 
Indians only value the Ions of ^Caciq^s^ iQ as 
much as they are braye^and vi|tuou$ if t^r tha 
example of their fathers and anceHors. 

I faw. jan Indian, who,- though he had, f^yeif 
fignalized himfelf in. defence of the nation^ 
lioweyer chofe to.^t a piark on his bod^^ in 
order to deceive thofe,who only judged {toa\:^ 
pearances. He would pafs for a man of coura^ 
with a' view to obtaiq one of tlie prcttic^; girls 
* of ihe nation in marriagi?, who, lavage ^ Ihe was* 

was 
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was however not without ambition. As he was 
on the point, of concluding the march with he/ 
relations, the warriors, full of indignation on 
feeing a coward boaft with a mark due only to 
military merit, held an affembly of chiefs of 
war, in order to punifti fuch audacioufnefs. 
The council agreed, that, to obviate fuch an 
abufc, which would confound brave men with 
cowards, he who had wrongfully adorned him- 
felf with the figure of a dub on his Ikih, with- 
out «ver having ftruck a blow at war, fliould 
have the mark torn off, that is, the place Ibould 
be flayed, arid that the fame fliould be done to 
all who would offend in th^ latpe cafe. 

As there was no pardon to hope for,^ his con- 
demnation being pronounced by an adt of this* 
Indian fenate, who is jcaloiis of maintaining the* 
honour of the nation, I offered, in comniifcra- 
*tiori of the poor wretch, to cure hin\ in the 
French manner 5 I faid I would take off the (kin 
and the mark without hurting him, and that my 
remedy would change the blood into \vater. Tjh^ 
Indians, ignorant of n[iy fecrct,; believed 1 jeft-^ 
\^ with them: therefore, counterfeiting their 
jugglers, I gave the pretended bravo a calabafli 
full of fyrup of the rtiaple-tree, into which I had" 
pur a dole of opiums attd, whilft he was afleep,' 
\ * ' M 3 I ap- 
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J applied SpanUh flies to the figure of tl^ tlufa^ 
which he b)orp on his brpall:, and over ^hen^ 
fome plantain ie^ves^ which capied tunnours | 
the (kip and the mark wpnt off, ^d a watery 
matter came ouft Tbig mpthod of proceeding 
fiirprifed the Indian jugglers, who ^er^ igporanc 
of the SpanUI^ flies, or pan^harides^ which ^g 
very comn^on \n Jfortb ^meric^. They gitre ^ 
light in night-tin^ ; and eren the fmalleft typc^ 
can be read, by holding the infe(^ Pf^r?^ ** 
letters, and following |he lines. 

¥here is often a fimjlarity, itx the manners of 
the Indians and of the Epropfj^s, though they 
may appeat ever lb different anolongft themfelves. 
The following cxanjple is ^ proof of it Ai^ 
officer belonging tq thp regiment of the ^e da 
Pramce^ having fgUen in love with a yoqng lady a( 
Paris \r\ 1749,, the tnothcr of the lady tQl4 him, 
i;hat (he would willingly give him her dai^ghtar, 
provided he ^as s^dorped wHh the cr6& of. 51, 
Ibmis. .In order tp accelqratp his marriage,* loy^ 
ififpired him with the thought of talking that 
diftin6^ion fropi hijnfelfi v^jhicH |he King aloqe 1 
can give a^^y^ ^\\t lady already Jookqd Mpci^, 
hjm 4S her fon-in-law -, but a few days^afterv th^^ 
IjaJfQ chevalier is met by. an officer of hji^regi^ 
rpent^ whpv beip^ J)ef<^f hjm in tH§ fcrsiqp,^ js 
.1 'In ^^^prift^ 
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iurpriibd to fee faim obtain the crofs be&rc hinv- 
Jfelf. The new chevalier told him, that, with 
pcotefiions, one could get at every thing. The 
officer, who knew nothing of the other'$ 
views, goes immediately to M. S^Argenf$n^ and 
reprefcnts to him the iiijuftice done to him, by 
giving the order of St. Louis to his junior offi- 
cer. The minifter denies it, and fends for the 
lift of promotions, in which the officer is not 
icomprifed : accordingly he is taken up, and 
brought before th^ tribunal of the Marihals of 
France. A court was held at the hofpital of 
invalids, wherein Marlbal ^^i-ifit prefided. 
The fialfe chevalier was fen^^nced to have the 
crois taken from him, to be degraded, and to 
bf confined in a fortrefs during twenty years. 

The Indian wtun^n are allowed to make marks 
all over their i|ody, without any bad confe- 
j|{Ueaces \ \ have feen fome of them who had 
marks even on their breafts, though that part 
Jbc extremely delicate; but they endure it firmly, 
like the men, in order to pkafe Ui^em, ahd to 
appear handfomer to them^ 

Tb return to tiie Mtaiitm of the Ofagn^ I 

wifhed to have tbii^ pretended relic in oiy p<o£- 

.feffian„.in order to adorn your coUedion of na* 

M 4 tural 
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tural airiontics with }f i I wa$ willing to treat 
About it with the Indian pricft who fcrved it, 
qflfering him European goods in return, and/Cr 
prefenting to him that the adorjition o£ this anif^ 
mal was an abufe; that he oughts as we do* 
to wprfliip the Great Spirit^ or Author of Na>^ 
ture •, but this cunning prieft of the devil, in 
owning that his fuperftitious countrymen adored 
every thing uncommon, told me, that he cx- 
pefted to make a great profit pf his Manifoui 
that, being a phyfician, and a juggler befides^he 
could eafily n^ake them believe that his deity eat 
with the evil fpirit at night, and that they muft 
bring hini viftuals ipto hi§ hyt, aqd fin^ fmk to 
drefs hirp ou;. 

Thus this impoftor, by his artful difcourfcs, 
gives weight to the errors and pajudiccs of ^Ic 
ignorant people. Thefe fallows make tiK^m bb- 
lieve, that they converfc with the ddkri\ at j|i|^ 
whom the Indians are much afrwd of, becaufe 
he can only dp harm ; whqreas they fey the Grutf 
Spirit^ being good, can do them ao hUrt / ; 

I Ihall finilh my letter by ^n account of the 

tragic death of an Indian of the nation of Gb//^- 

'pifas^::who facrificed himfeif foif his fon i Lhavc 
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ndtmitd this heroic Seed, which raifes humM 
geoerofity to the highcft pitch* 

A ChaSmn^ fpcaking very ill of the JFrenth; 
fai4> that the CMapiffas were their iogs^ u i^ 
j^hebilaves \ one of thqle, vexed at fuch abufivfc 
language, killed the Chiiilaw with his gun« The 
nation of ChaffawSj which is the greateft and 
moft numerous on this continent, armed imine- 
diately, and fent deputies to N^w Orleans to afk 
from the governor the head pf the murderer, 
who had put himielf under the prgtedion of the 
French. They offered prefcnts to make up the 
ifuarrel, but the cruel nation of ChaSaws wouM 
not accept any ; they even threatened to deftroy 
the village of Cillapiffiu. To prevent the effh- 
Hon of blood, the poor unhappy Indian was de- 
Uvi?red up to ttem. The Sieur Fernanda com- 
mander of the German fettlement oh the right 
IHore of the M£ifippiy was charged with this 
mmrnKiion. The rendez-vous for this purpoftf 
was given between the vill^e CsJiapiffk and the 
iettlement of the Germans ; and the facrificfe 
ipras performed there as follows : 

The Indian was called Tichou Mngb^ i. e. Ca- 
cique's feryant. He ftood upright, and held a 
i^ch, according tq t;hc cu^flo of the peofde, 

faying^ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



LlJ. 



tJC T R A V B L S TMR(H76I1 

ikjmg^ ^Ijsun a true tdhn^ that is^ I da not 
•* fear death -, but I pity the fate of a wife and 
** four children, whom I leave behind me very 
^ yoim^ and of my fadber and. wooaha^ who 
^ are old, tod. for whom I got fub&fasnce by 
*^hiiotiiig^. Iffcomm^^ tfaemtotheFroidii^ 
^ becaufc I die for having taken tfaejir part.*' 

Ht had hardly fpokrn the bft word of this 
ftoit and pathetic fpeech, when his good and 
lender £ithcr» penetrated with his fan's fiKal 
Jove, got vf>^ md %oke tx> the £>llowing ef&ft^ 
^ It is tbran^ conragc -f* that my ion dies; bat 
f* facii^ycfting^ and fuH ^ vigour^ he is itior^ 
^. fit dian mgr£df to pfx>vkle£>r his mother, witCi^ 
'^ and four little diildren ; it is therefcse necef*. 
>^ fary he Hxmld ftay on eaith to take care of 
" tfaem. As to myfclf^ I jimnear the end of my 
^ career^ I have lived long enough, and iwilh Wf 
^ fen may come to the lame age, iii order ol ' 
^^ fdocate my little chikireni. I am.no lon^pra^ &l 
^^for anything, fome years c^ life more or 
^ leis are indif{erent to the. I have lived as a 

.**inaiii^ 



^ * He was the Jicft hunter in die na^on. 

r* + X^r^e is A wbrd w)iie}>» in tltfir kngna^^ fiyiifm 
&ri)eti)ti|ig great or extraordinary. 
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' ^ njan, and m^ die as fuch ; therefore I go to 
f^ take his place */• 

At thefe ^^MtA&y ^hUh eicprefled paternal af- 
ftftiofi in a very ftrong and vn^mg nianner/ 
his wife, his (bi>, his daughtei^in-law, and their 
littk children, fhed tears round the brave old 
ftian ; he embraced them for the laft time, and 
icfhorced them to be faithful to the French, and* 
t^ die rathe*- than to betray them by any me^- 
Mk unworthy of his blood : at laft he told them,' 
that his^ death was a heceflary facrifice to the na-' 
tion^ Which he was contented and proud to 
pBkt. Widi thefe words he prefcrited his headf 
fo the relations of the dead ChdHaWj and they 
accepted it: s^er that he laid himfelf on the 
trunk of a tree, and they cut off his head imme* 
4iately with one ftroke of a hatchet. 

Every thing was made up by this death ; but 
0ie young man was obliged to give them his fa* 
fher*s hcadfi in taking ir up, he faid to i^ 

« Pardon 

^ Thefe nations fcllow the' Jtx $aUams» deatii is avenged 
)>y 4eath ; and it is fuffident te fubftitttte any one of thQna4 
lion, if eve^ he were not a relation oJF the criminal i flayet 
jDAly are ^xte^ted. 

i^rrhey put it on a oole^ and c|rr^d it as a trophy int» 
iJfeir tri})e. 
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♦* Pardaa mc thy deaths and remember m^ i»» 
** the country of fpirits." All the French who» 
affifted at this tragic event were moved to tears» 
and admired the heroic conftancy of this vene- 
rable eld man, whofc virtue js pqyal to that, 
celebrated Roman orator, who, in the tmi^ of 
of the triumvirate, was hidden by his fon. The. 
latter was cruelly tormented, in order %o extort 
irom him the place where his father vas coa^ 
ccalcd, who, being no longer able to bear that 
fo tender and fo virtuous a fon (houid fuffer fot 
much, came to prefent himfejf to the murderers^ 
and begged the fojdicrs to kill him, aftd to feve 
kis fon's life ; the ion conjured, tbenji to kill 
tim, but to fpare his father ; the foldiers, nK>re 
barbarous tl-ian thc*favage Indians, killed them, 
both together, at the fame time, and in thQ 
fame place. 

M. Ferrandy my fellow-traveller in my Faft 
Voyage tathe Illims^ fell into the Mi^ifippi m 
the (eyereft fcaf9n, whilft his foldiers were exer^ 
c^Img^ and, at the very moment that the rapi- 
dity of this river carried him intb'^ft abyfs," an 
jrf^jwatt hunter, whtf wa$ happily on boird his 
boat, ifaved hini from the precipice. . The oflfr* 
ce? told him, that he hoped to reconipenfe hiip, 
generoufiy for this piece of fervice ; but thqjn- 

d>ar^. 
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dian immediately a^fwei^d^ that he had only 
done the duty of a brother, who ought to fuc* 
Gourthe unhappy in time of danger; that^ as 
ihQ GrmiSpmi had taught hini to fwim like a 
filH, he could noj employ his (kill better thart 
tofave'thcUfe of his fellow-creature. . - 

r- All the I^dians^ both nien ^and women, leafd 
tb fwim fi;om ch^ infamy. I have often km 
ihe mothers put their iidile children into pools ^ 
fiefli water, and^I took great delight in feeing 
the little creatures fwim naturally. Would not 
iuch an education be better than thofe methods 
which people are fo fond pf in Europe? The 
queilion 1 fpeak of here^is df the iitmoft con£r<# 
*quence, efpecially in a country where almofteve« 
rybody goes by water, and on fca-vbyagcs* I 
fiiaU not enter into thefe details, which might 
prove tir^me : I Aall (Mily. fay, that, accorii* 
ing to fbtiod reafon, the firit thii^ which it ii 
Deceffary to know in nature, is how to prefenro 
oiie^S'exi{lence> and that it is to be wiihed, that 
the European mothers would imitate the Ame-» 
ricans in that particular, and likcwife in fuck- 
Hug their «wii thiidren. This adioa, which 
is di<9tat^ by- nature, would prevent many acci- 
dent$ with: regard to childfcn fui^pofed to B^ 
legitimateif t &tidp without ijuotit^.many fadU 

t# 
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$»n<ufyfn c^yif^ ih f^^milka t^ cbdeineroettaiTt 
«Qli^ A £?9tleama» who ikhs m officer ^ 
ih^ faqii^ (kt^fihxnQftt which I was, iof had long 
been fuppo^ <» t)e loft b; his^jiucft. As boa 
as ]^ was bom, he was fent down into tbc midft 
9fJiormmdy^ *nd 3m rclatior\s have mly Ibtind 
loam Q9tt when le wat twmtHwo yeart oldi 
Ihrmghiipeiechat)^ idSMrliebadgOMXhroi:^ 
fi ferien pf it^lfedi^r^nd dangem: 4wiiig .thfti 
time, . ., . . ; .-..:• 

I renmnbert thatv in 1749^ upt^i tb^. roaj 
between J^is mai Arfijtm^ 1 (was witile& of afi 
aoGidmc ildudtbi^^pcwd toctti^:ii£t^Ht;|Dte viQ4* 
iSms "oHb^ parents patfimnLriJifiWr in ^ridernot 
to be imp6fi u pe d by thn: cms. ::Tbe ^niurfb 
wbo was tvufted.wsjitli this child, bad ptic it ui) 
beraproo^ ?$iii0 waaitq>pingiii^oaejofxh0ft 
eamagcs deftlnfid fof.thc&joimues, heri^Don^ 
which was tied behiodt got laiitied, and chg 
child fell irpoR the iiaTonoit, and eiqpthno^ 

- Give me leave to fay, diac there k an entb6 
difl^etice between the way of thin^ng of die 
l^rdpean and the Indian women. The fatter 
Wodd. think jhemfelveis abufed* if they were to 
* " leave 
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Wve tfa^ duldren te |b$ c&m Mf a ¥fQnun far 
^^rom th^ir own i9%e^n t tb^, s^r^mt affair 
aa fixne E\mp9^o wofx]^ii, tbai thcar. hufi»triKi'« 
tendemcfs willdimimfb, becaufe theylwivebwSMt 
die tokens of chek mutual affeftion; on the 
opntraryi tb6:Sarii? i9(^aiesaal30ihparts» and 
fhe ^^eatoc of ^aeia^ their race pq^tetuaitedt aM 
to fee aMih^'^lf g^^fw- up ia fictile ^taCMm 
Mfhkh they^lwHpfllit uit»/the\W4»^-Ami»lx >r(b 
pjgrs the lifH^t they hav? of fupppr^Mig thJ^it . ^ 



The white women, whom we (^ Cre$l(s^ 
tow in America the European cuftom, difdaining 
to fickle their ownxhttdroii t|ftygHfC th4m» 
atfoonasthflyamfaoRu to&tawiyDr'r^Am^ 
4richdu£ fefiei^ti^ that her blMd' may be ooft 
Ripte4 . Many aUe pjiyficmnsifaate^enKmaM^ 
ted, that the milk has an inflLqaiaii on the incttt 
nations of the chiklren. I have often feen many 
an ionocettt fall a victim to .the kregidar life of 
their nurfies in Jbmri^ % which it acircumftaoct 
£ttid to the im>pagation dF the human fpecies* 
I leaw this fufajed: to the gendtomi of the fa- 
culty, whow^ artsMoly handle it better than 
ftiyfelf. 

1 conclude! by aflUring you tim I am,, ^^* 

P. S. An 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



1^4 l^R'AVELS T«R0trGii 

P: 8, An Indian courier' has juft brought \ii 
the igretMible news of the taking of Ckoaguen; 
tasd the plati€s d^ndtot on it^ upon the famous 
lake OiH0id. 

- Thfc garrifc^n ^ tfiat J>hKe< to thfe nifmbcf of 
^fceen hundfed regular eroo^ have Surrendered 
l^ri&ners of War f and have accepted the atticlei 
€^ capitulation Whith M^ de Mmttdhd has grant^ 
ed them ; that, general immedtatety&nt the fir^ 
pair of regimental colours which he found in the 
place to ^^^^. 

' M; M^md^f the gtyf^tnor of Srdis Siviertf^ 
eommandtd th&Can^ians tfhdindians ; he had 
taken pofie0toii^ an advantageous poft, in or^ 
dar to oppofir allfiiccours^ and cut off the re<^ 
treat of the enemy. 

H The land troofis, thofe of tht colonies, the 
Canadians, and the Indians, have all equally 
^iftinguiflxed themfelves t we know not yet the 
number of men which die enemies have Icrfk ; all 
iwe have heard i$, that their geoeraL was killed 

at 



>* iBrothcr bf the Mafquis •f VauJreuHf who rctunicd Jhto 
America with the title of Governor- General of Canada 2nd 
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at the beginning of the attack i we, on oui^ 
^ fidr/l%re ]J9ft>^i}£ .three (Udiera^ ^^. di Bmr- 
^mqut^ a colonel of foot, has been flightlf 
-wounded, together with feven or eight Cana* 
dians % but unhappily M. DicotHbUy the engineer^ 
waslhot^^ oneof our dwn Indians, who" took 
him for an Englifhman, on account of his uni* 
form, which was dl^efept ftpm that of the other 
French officers. 

Ttic Ma^apw JiMmUsh k sow e<]g|U03r«4 iti 
jdeftn9fsifig<(ke^Mi»:^ jaf]4^in jewing 

d^j^aaiiGmv&Mtxd amitiumtm* a^dgi^yn^red 
pieces of cahnon whidi have bMa ififtwd Vb^fc^^ 
to Front enac. 






youh N LET 
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L E T T E R IX- ' 

7(7 the fame. 

^Author fets outs firm theKoaiUsfBr Fort Char'^ 
tres. His Ohferoations en the Popttbitim. Ac-- 
€(funt of a Caravan of Eiephmts aarrimi^ m the 
Neighbourhood of the OMo. 

SIR, 

F'2&3£^Ccording to all appearances, dik is the 
1^ A y| laft letter I (hall write tb youlfrcm the' 
3wL3F$Jtt? ^^^^^^^ > I prepare to fet out by order 
of the phyficians, who have judged it neceflary 
that I fhould return to France, to ufc the baths 
of Bourbon^ in order to prevent the bad <:onle* 
quences of a fhot I received, many years ago, at 
the affault of Chateau Dauphin *. 

Yeftcr^ 

^ This it a fort ia Piedmont, at the top of a iDoasLtaan of 

• * the 
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Ycfterday an exprds arrived here from Fort 
du^iMi to our commaiKler, who informs u% 
thac the Englifh make great preparations to com<i 
to attack that poll: again. M. 3e Macarty has 
fcnt provifions to vidtual the fwt. The Cheva- 
Vt^dt Vim^s commands it in my iiead, my bad 
ftate of health not allowing me to undertake 
that Voyage ; it would have enabled me to exa- 
mine thq p)iac^ on the road> where an Indian 
found fome elephant's teeth, of which he gave 
me 9 grinder» weighing about/uc pounds and a 
hal£. . V 

Ini735, the Cana^ians^ who came to make, 
war upon the Tchic^ifhas (Chickfaws) founds 
near the fne riv^ or Ohip^ the (keletons of fe* 
vcn elephants i which' makes, metielieve, that 
Lou^ann '^ joms to Afia, and that thefe ele- 
phants came from the latter continent by the 
wellein part, which we are not acquainted 
N 2 with: 

the /Alps. It was taken the 19th of July 1744, under the 
coaifhand of the Prince of Conti. 

The brigade of Poitou, con^manded^ by the braVe M. Je 
Cke^firtt dUUngi||^ed itfelf ia \his adion by an uncommon 
^^:sdottr, which has been admired by all Europe. 

"^ The Fi^ich fetno bounds to the wefiward to Looifi- 
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imh: a Herd of tbefe aaimd^ )ia<ring^ loft ikeir 
wty, probabfy entered the new coiftiMm^ Mi 
liaviag alw^6 gqne on mam knd and in Iwifb^ 
the Indians <^ ibat time not kpriiag the «fh of 
fine arms, Kave not been abte to^4eftrof ttatt 
entirely ; It is poflfible tiiait feveti artived il idi* 
place near ^ QihrV^, whkh, in our mapk of Xm?«^ 
,^mf, is mailed with a cro6« The ^^MtH 
acx^oitding to all ftp^^kitte, mttt'mi^^ix&f^ 
gro\ind, whei^ they I^Mlk in bf ^e €nofm^ 
Wiight <^ their bodi^ a^ codld'^l^ dift 
again, but were forced to ftay there *. 

ill 175a, the Biron PmOHf^ ^hatr&ftMttid- 
^ Fort fftmf^s in the country of ^^ Wfoa^^ 
fecexved the^in of ^an Mitnal fr^mthelnc^Mifiy 
whkh was hatherto unknown in AmiHm^ ^Tbajt 
officer fent k to the Msnxhion^ ie l^mkmM^ 
who made a muff^f it : ibis creatnre #as abotit 
Iwice a$ big as an EuMpean ifoic, and its hiftif aft 

fine 

ir ■' -- , ^ -— ; 

* It appeiats frdm 'moilerii geographical oblenn^tioiis, tfi^t 
our author's fuppoiidon/ of a migration of elephants is im* 
probably aad it is fur^er conliiiiipd hf ^m «|m0iiiaii|9|i of 
the tpeth of theif animal^, >vWfei ar^ vary #fcitiit ^W* l^toi? 
of the common elephant^ aiid.qjAft^t^iantly they isan^Qt bt ^ 
the fame fpecies. See kalm*s Travels, vol. I. p. 155. 
Fhildbph. Tianf. vd. LVIB. Ohd Pannsfitel^ $}«6^fii of 
Quadhipeds, p* 31. P. 
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fine. Md ^ft MS, vdvct^ motttei wkh black z^i 
pearly wbke. 

. Many authors pretend, that it h pofllUe thac 
fcqple went through Nova Z$ml4a^ (ficuate4 
#Offthward of the ancient continent) over t!^ ice 
to Gnenhmd 9 the; think, that this is the track 
Oft which thcrfc^ went who Brfl peopled jhtericH^ 
aQ^ that ^ ftreights which feparate it from the 
continent, kis high mountains of ice on it| 
eafternfliore: but all thofe who have tried to 
go to India throv^h this northern part, have 
been eaten by white bears, or have periflied 
^Mufdft the k:e« 

This is my obfervation on the fobjeft : if men 
^d gp through thde parts p inhabit North Jme^ 
phOi they pipbftbly would have preferred Cana^ 
^ New Er^land^ and Louifianaj the northern 
parta of which are analogous to their country^ 
whereas it is known, that when the French and 
EngKfli difcowred N^th Jb^erica^ there were 
b« few inhabitants in it 5 but, on the contrary, 
tiie Spaniards who conquered Peru and Mexico^ 
found kings and emperors, who fet on foot great 
M'mfes, aiid who annually &crificed twenty thou- 
fand captives to their falfe deities. Therefore 
th^ff IS rcafon to believe^ that men went from 
' /N 3 the 
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the weft to Mexico and Loufiana^. The cle^ 
phants who came thither are a proof which con- 
firms my obfervations-f*. Further, when I aflc* 
ed the Indians called Sioux des prairies^ who are 
a nomadic nation, they told me, that th^ had 
heard other Indians fay, that, to the weftward 
of their country, there lived a nation of clothed 
people, who navigated on great falt-water lakes 
with great piraguas J ; that they inhabited great 
villages built with white ftones y that the inha* 
bitants obeyed one defpotic grand chief, who 
fent great armies into the field. 

The Mexicans adore idols as the Indians dd % 
the Natches Indians had a temple, and a kind of 
fervice; in their language intelligent people 
have found Chinefc words. Some Indians cut 
off* their hair, leaving only a tuft ^ the crown 

of 

* Lwifiana fonnerly touched Canadatm^t north*eaft,/'i!^ 
fida and the Englijh coloniis on the eaft, and New Mexico on 
the weft fide. Its north-weft boundaries were not determined. 
See more on this fubjedl in a note to Kalm's Tnivels» vol. III. 
p. 125. F. 

t But this proof does not hold good. See the note on 
p. i8o. 

X The Indians c^ the fea a ptzt \9ktf and the ihipt 
great piraguas* 
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of a fmr, to which they faftcn feathers of va- 
rious colours, They never cut their naik ;. and 
among the Chinefe it is a mark of nobility to let 
the nails grow very long* 

If we fuppofe that men went qver from our 
continent to America^ they would have kept their 
white colour, fince we fee, that, during two cen- 
turies and a half after Columbus difcovered this 
ijiew world, the Europeans who fettled in it pre- 
lerve their white complexion from generation ta 
generation. The animals "which have been 
found there are entirely different from ours, and 
neith^ PUty nor any other old naturalift fpeak of 
thenu Wc muft be contented with admiring 
the works of the Creator, without defiring to 
dive into his myfteries *. 

' N4 ^ . Ifliall 

* This way of arguing is very ftrange, and greatly pro» 
motes barbarifm. ^an hat got reafon for the purpofe, that 
truth fhould be the objed of his enquiries ; and if he fhould 
carry them no farther, out of fear to dive too deep into the 
myfleries of the Cre^toi-y this would patronize ignorance 
and barbarifm. Many a thing, which feemed too abilniie, 
has been difcovered by an indefatigable application. The 
way in which America was peopled, and the manner in 
which the fkeletons of great bulky animals approaching to 
the kind of elephants came to the river Ohiot are now a my* 
fiery, but may one day or other be difcovered by a lucky ac** 
cident, or a great and original genius. F. 
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I fh^U add here, by tjle w^y^ thM ¥fhm th$ 
Spaniards difcoycrcd the ifles of St. Detnin^o t^ 
Cuha^ they found them well peopled wi^hlifi* 
dians, whom they murderdd imd^rpretem^e oft 
religious principle^ but really in order to get 
riieir gold. Therefore a C^ciqiie 6r petty kmg 
of the if}alid| efcaping from |he Spam^rdS) ga^ 
his people to underltimd^ that ^kl Wft^ th$ 
dcit^ of their e^emie$, f^i^c^i they cime* fo faf^ 
foA txpc£c^ themA^Wed $o fo many dangers, hi 
KUder to get poife^ion of it i and that it wa$ !>6f 
iceflary they (kould abandon $very thing, iti pr- 
icier to be left in quiet. Another Cidque bi^faig 
ciondemned to be burnt by the inquifitiort, wa» 
foHcited by a Jefuit to bejCome a Chriftian, ill 
jt^da: to go to Paradife % but he 0penl^ deel^4 
Jie wowld npt go there, if there were any Spif- 
i^iards in it. Thefe unhappy Indians abhorred 
jthe Spaniards fo much, that they di(l npt even 
ironyerfe with thpir wiyes for fear of hegettfaig 
ilaves tp fuch mafters: ;|nd whenever they eat 
pi their fleil^, it was more th|K>ugh revenge iJlasa^ 
fitif appetite % for they plainly faid, that the flclH 
pf a Spaniard wjas g^d for nothing. 

I lorgot tQ tell you \n my laftt that I have 
l^n ii^vited to the feaft of war, given by the 
graQ4 phk.f Qf the lUinrisp in prdfir to rai^ war? 
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titmy ii»a march with the Cheralkr Vaik^ 
^h gentleman obedned iea^e fr<)m th£ gcyre<^ 
AQr td rd^ a pi»ty of French Itnd Indkns^ ani 
fo gd with them co avei^ the death of his l»o» 
^ttjUA. iejumdmilii^ wlm wai kUkd % tfaft 
Englilh btfore tht war broke out; 

The gtaftd chirf of the.i3!?/««?/j b caUed Fi^ 
pi-cAangouhias t he is related to fevcral French* 
ihStti of diftiDStion, fettled among tfaefe peof^ 
This Cacique fucceeded Prince ^imar^as fur* 
ti^ttn^d OUkagou'f whadied in i7j;4, Heweart 
Ihe hiedal of the latd Cacique: this JOsMms 
•prittce has co^inced the French, that he h 
|p!K«liy of wftarffeg it, by hiff friendfhip for our 
nation. The detdchttiem of the Chevalier di 
Ttlkfrs * i>tfing «ady fio fee out, P^apapi^hangoi^ 

hidi 



I !!•■ 1 fi nti*! 



neit, nidi l>ot be conlbltoded with M. //# yiUiers, caHed 
^ 6r/^ yitthrs, w]^o went to avenge the death of Jumoif 
^iUe immediately after his mordec in 1753* See tde poem 
ivhiqh the famous M* Thmai vtrrote on thi^ ftibj^a. 



'f 



fX the ie¥e» bfOthen who copi|)0|fed this family of VilUers^ 
fix were killed in Canada in defen<^ of their country. The 
Chevalier ^e Villiers is the laft ; he was taken prifo^er in tte 
;iAion at Niagara in 1 75^, being in the part/ of M. Jubfy ? 
jihis officer had defeated a body of Engliih *troops at Fort ^ 
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iUxi delired to ferve him as a guide wil!k his wtf* 
ROTS. Tlwy-4cft Fort Cbartres on thc.firfk cf 
April 1756^ and ariired/. towards the end of 
May» on the boundaries of Virginia, where the 
Engliih had a little fort fiHtoundcd with great 
pales. The Indians came near it in the night* 
time, each having a fafcine of refinous combuf* 
tible wood, which they fet on fire dole to the 
pales of. the fort. The £<lgli(b commanding 
officer^ appearing to give orders for putting out 
the fire, was aimed at by an Indian, who killed 
him on the fpot. The fame Indian called 
OM in their language : ** Surrender, you png* 
** liih 60^ f or eUe you ftiall be burnt or eaten." 
The foldiers, intimated by his threes, and be- 
ing without a commander, furrendened at dis- 
cretion the next morning ; the Indians then 
bound them two by two, like captives, ^except 
the feijeant, whom one of the Indians found out 
to be the perfon who had beaten him with a 
ftick in time of peace. The poor feijeant be- 
came the victim of the refentment of thefe bar- 
barians, who burnt him without any mercy. I 
have already faid, that the Indians never forgive, 
and that they;think themfelves free and inde- 
pendent : therefore one mud take care not to 
'ftrike them, for they revenge themfelves fooner 
orlaten 

' / . The 
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" The Englifh prifoners,' to thfe number of for- 
ty, taken in the fort, were divided among the 
French and Indians, who Gripped them accor'- 
ding^ c6 their cuftom, pliicked out their beards 
^d hair, and, at the reqiieft of the Frendh, 
they only made them flaves. But the French 
officers, and the humaneft among the French in* 
habitants of the Illinois^ joined together, and re- 
leafed them, by making a prefent to that nation 
who treated their prifoners like dogs, only be- 
caufe they were ouf enemies, and bbcaufe they 
thought of making theml^lves great with \is^* 

From the village of the Koaitds we arrived 
at the PeoriaSj allies of the Binois^ through a 
fine large meadow, which is twenty-five leagues 
long. The favages who were with me, killed 
ibme little birds with flicks, and called them 
ftrawberry-biUs. Thcfe birds, whofe plumage 
is varied with many colours, are as good to eat 
as the heccafigos in Provence. The Indians told 
me, that they are birds of flight or of paflage, 
and that they afiemblc in flocks every year like 

Iparrows, 

* From a natural kind of andps^thy between the two na« 
don«9 the French take every opportunity to dcprefi the Eng* 
liihi and to raife themfekee atxHre them, fometimes at A« 
«xpeiiceoftratb« F« 
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fymomSf to feed' on the ftrawbeiries ia Ais 
s»f(adow, wl^ch is red d& over witth them ih tha^ 
feaiofu The viUage <tf the P/ariai b fmi»cxxi 
qn the bonks of a littk rivers and foFtified aficif 
t|ie American mameri that is furtoonded vidi 
gireat pales and pofts. 

When we were arrrived- there, I enqmred fof* 
t|ie hut x>f the grand chief; they brou^t me ta 
a gg'eat hut, where the whole nation was affem*^ 
bled,, on account of a party of their warriors^ 
who had been beaten by the F(fxes^ their morud 
enroiics, 

I was weU received by the Cacique and hit 
firft warriors, who came one after another^ to 
i^czc me by the hand in fign of friendfhip,^ 
laying,. Am, hm! which f%nifies, jw< an wih 
c$me^ or I am glad to fee yocr. A young Indiai^ 
or a flave9 li^ed the caltimet of peace, and the 
dsef gave it to me to fmoke out of, according 
to the common cuftqm. 

^ Afiser the firft ceremonies were oyer, they 
brought me a calebalh full of the vegetable juice 
of the maple tree. The Indians extraft it in 
January, making a hole at the bottom of it, and 
^pply a little tube to that* At the ficft thaw» 

they 
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«K7 |tt aiit^elfaittlfiiatof this jyke^ wkich 
iSief bo9 to a ffmp : aiid being bdled o^er agAtti; 
k <h^ge5 into a redditti T^^, looking t&d^dt^ 
b^iiM mgtmai ii)t a^tjbimries juftlyfMferlc 
to the ^ar\wMch4s liiad^ of lugsur caiHfs/ Tte 
Pf«idi #110 are fettled ae t^e iZifir^fi ha*^ letfM 
fr6ki the IndlaRS to make this fyrup, '^hfeh ii ail 
^ee^iag ^ood remedy Ibr colds, and rlicuniiK 
iifms* '"^ ^ 

. .. ' / . ■ . : . / ■ ■ : ^ ^ 

At the end of the feffion of thr% ^tBanbtfi^ 
thtj brouglyt a kind isf bmad whid^ thejr call 
PUakmmj bears paws, and beavers t »ls ; I 
fikewife eat of the deg'^s flelh tkmigh com^td^ 
fence, fiir I kive macte it a niie to dmferm 4io 
cafimally to the genius of the people, Mridi whona 
I am' obHged to five, and to al&£t their main 
Iters, in order to gain tiieir friendlhip! thef 
hkemk brought ^n a diih of boiled gruel; ef 
nmzc flour, called 4$^^^//, fweetened with fy* 
rap 4>f the maple tree $ n is an Indian diSx whick 
ts foAer^fy good -and r^Trelhing. At tfae^nd^of 
the ^epallv tHey-ferved a Jdefcrt of a iciiid of 
firjr fi^^l^ich our Frenchmen call lAfi^jr, and 
^Ml are as good asf Corintfi raifiite i thejr -a« 
wery common in the Ulinois country. 

The 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



§90 T R A y E 3L S rHKouofi 

Xkc pexc day I Um a great chmxI ui^the plaip s 
this aflopUy was foir. making a cb^e^in f^vouor 
of their new JifamtWi the priefts ^ere drd^ed 
sua reoiarkable maniier.^%thcir bo^cs ?^Qre co« 
ineifd^wi^ a clay* 4li-whijch.they bad made 
burfeique drawings, jmd their hc/^v(€r^ painted 
fe4*:l»lue> white, ypltow, gijesii.aii^.blask. The 
iug^ prieil had a b<^net of feathers, like ^ 
crown on his head, and a pair of horns, of. a. 
wild goat, « to fet the feathers off. I own the 
appoarance of this/prelate tempted me to laugh ; 
but as jthefe; ceremonies are ferious, one niuft 
take care, not to burft put, becau& it would be 
reckoMd ;'a want of re%ion, and an indece&t 
a^on (amongft them : nor do the Indians ever 
interrupt the Roman .Catholics, in the exercile 
of rel^dn. But what a fight prelcntcd -itfelf 
to my .eyes ; I faw a living monfter confidered 
as a divinity : I was at the door of the temple 
of this &lfe deity •, the maftcr of the ceremo- 
nies begged me to go in •, I was not yet fuHki- 
cntly acqu^nted with their .cuftom$, apd Shewed 
feme relu£tance^ but one of the Indiajiswho ae? 
companied n)e, perceiving it, told me,cJthat if I 
did not go b, the people would take it as an ofr 

fence. 



* ^ Thefe animals are found at the Mi/oHrif, their horas ai* 
of a fine black, and bent backwards^ 
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ftnc^ or at leaft ks a contempt. This diftdurife 
detemiUied me andl.Wentm* : this is the pic- 
ture of their Manitou y his head hung upon his 
jftomach, and looked like a goat's^ his ears wofc 
like^. ft fynx's earsy with the fame kind of hair^ 
his feet^ bands, thighs and legs were in form 
like th<^ ,of a man: this falfe divinity feemed 
to be aibout fix numths old, the Indian$ found 

it in the woods at the foot of a ridge of moun- 
tains, called the mountains oiSainte Barhe^ 

which communicate to the rich mines of S^ntA 

Fi in Mexu0* The gener^ aflembly was called 

together on purpofe to invoke the proteAion of 

this monikragainltrtheir enemies. 

i let thefe poor -people know, that their Mf- 
nitou was an evil genius,; as a proof of it, ,1 
added, that he had . permitted the nation of 
Poxes^ who were their moft cruel enemies, » 
gain a viftory over fome of their countrymen ; 
that they ought to quit him as foon as poflibk, 

and 

'^ The mafier of the ceremonies, or priefi, that it 9f* 
pointed to guard the temple, before he made his* offerings, 
andnted his bod/ with roiin ; he then ftrewed the foft fea- 
thers of a fwan, or the hair of a beaver all over this meKed 
gitm, and in diat lidicnlous plight he danced in faonoufHif 
^fidff deity, ; 
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ud be revenged on. him. Tiiejr ahlire»4» /£(«•* 
Mc^ hotoi itigue^ u €. we btlkfvt thee, dvm alt in 
ike: right* T1^ Aea vo«»d Aaifccifiwidd be 
bufiA, und the gi««t prieft jmmouiiCQd Mil &n* 
lence^ Which, according ta the intetfiktierV ek* 
|)tanation, was cionc^ived in t^fe ccrttisi "^ Mon<* 
•^ ftcr, :iri«fen fwm iJhie efr«^meii^ t^rf thi^^il 
**fpirft, «o be f aikl tp o*» hm6ni<^^hb^ bks 
^ wrongfirfly taken thee for her M^fw^j i&ou 
^ haft paid no regard to tJie offerings ^hich ive 
^ have made thee, and haft allowed otrreiitmies, 
^ Wlibm' thou doft plainly proteft;^ to overcome 
^* k party of our countryiheh, and to make 
*^ them flaves : therefore our 6M men aflfemMcd 
** in council have unanimoufly decreed and^jrith 
** the advice of the chief of the white warrtors, 
** that to expiate thy injgratitude tdwardf u^, 
** thou ihailt be burnt alive.** ' At the* end of 
this fentence all the affembly fiid^^hcUyhdUy 

As I wiflied to get this monfter, becaul(ib I 
could not get that fnake I fpokc toypu of "be- 
fore, I took the foMowiflig methsdrliwrtot ta 
the prieft, made hini a fmalj pref^m:,^ anfi bid 
my interpreter tell him, that he ftptiWp^ua^e 
Jiis countrymen, that if thpy b^rnf, lbi$ ^il ^gg- 
^US) there might iuiie one fkom hi$.ti&es nAadik 

wowld 
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could prove fatal to them j and that I would go 
on purpofe a-Qrofs the great lake in order to de- 
liver them of it.^ He found my reafpns good* 
and by means of the little prefcnt I gave him, 
he got the fentence changed^ and he Was ordered 
to be killed with clubs ; As I defired tOi have 
the monfter, without being mtitiiated^ I inform- 
ed them that they miift deliver it to my people* 
who would 'ftt*angle it i' for if ariy of theiii na- 
tion killed it, fome misfortune or other might 
happen to him from it* They ftill approved 
my reaforis, and delivered thci animal to riie, on 
condition that I fhould carry it far from their 
country^ It .^as accordingly ftrangledi but 
having, neither fpirits of wine nor brandy &> prft- 
ferve it in*« I wfts obliged to get it diflefted, in 
.order tp be able to bring it to France, to fatisfy 
your curiofity in regard to fubjefts of natural 
hiftory ** 

I fliall finifli this letter by another iceotint 
of the fuperftition of thefe people, and of the 
divine fervice they give to horrid ^nin>ab< In 

Vol. I. O 1756 

A, t t ■ ■■ I li 1. I •■Mill - » ' "1 ll' ■ -li- '1 1 IM' '^ ll'l II I !■ 

* The ikcleton 6f this monftcr,- or falfe divinityj is now 
in the natural hiftory cabinet of M. Je FayoHis, clerk of 
the office of the American coloj^ies belonging ip tM 
French. 
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•Fort Charires^ o( the nStkm of MffoUns'* \ 
there i«ras *i old woman amor^ fhem, who 
pafledfor a magician ; Ibe wore round her nafced 
body, a living rattk fnake, w^hofe bitfe is mor* 
tal, if the ren^df is not applied the mbmerit 
after. ^ . ' 

f his prieftds of the devil, ipoke to die fer- 
■pent, which feenf^d to undcrftahd- what Ihe feid : 
I fee, faid ihe, thou art wary of ftaying here ; 
go, then, Teturn home, I fliall find thee at my 
5-eturn: the reptile intmediktely rafn into tte 
w^ods, and took the TOad of the Xdrffikris. If 
I h^ been inclined to be fup^rftitiouS, I fliduld 
have told you thaltl had feen thfe**vil appeair 
to thefe nations Airkia* the figare df ^ feake. 
Mmy MifHonaries have "been willing to |>erfiia<fe 
us in their relations and edifying letters, Aat *he 
devil appears to thefe people, in order to be 
adored by them, bbt it is cafy t6 fee, that there 
is nothing preternatural in it, and that it is a 
tfiereju^ie, 

Yo« 

'I 

Tp»»*fci n » ■i m i I I I * wn lii f 11 III I ti » I m i III ■ I III nr i.. , ■■ Ai ■ n , .i. . ■ ! ■ , ,. 1 a 

* A nation living to diewcftward of Louifianay on ali* 
Vcr ^hkh Jbca« their naflie, imd falh^ into the MijJ^fifp* 
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You know befidfes, that ill animals, <^vcn the 
ftibft ferocious, are tamed by man, I do not prb* 
tend td fay that the (hake of the pretended 
Witch went intd hef country. All I can tell you 
hj that 1 always had a very gWat aritipathy 
ii|aihft thefe animals^ Mid that Whcii I meet 
with th&ift^ I take a pleafure in crufhitig they 
hfcadi. 

' t ffrftember, that iri the village of thfe PeaH* 
^chias^ a nation allied to the tlinols^ one of 
our f^ldiers was very near getting into a very 
bad fcrape. He went into an Indian hut and 
, found a live frtake^ which he killed with a 
katchetj not khov^ii^g that the matter of the 
hut had madfe his M^nitvu of it* The Indian 
arriVM at the fame time in a terrible palfion to 
find hi^ deity dead ; he aflerted that it was the 
foul of his father, who died about a year be* 
fore ; he having (hot two ferpents which were 
pairing, upon the point of a rockj ftU fick and 
died fbbn aften 

The inlagiriation of the old man beirig trou- 
bled by the height of the fever, he thought he 
faw the two fnakes comiftg to reproath him with 
their death ; he therefore recommended it to his 
fon in dying, never to kill any of thefe ani- 
O % malSf 
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mak, fearing that they would likewife be 
the caufe of his death** Knowing the 
genius of thefe people, I advifed the fol- 
dier, whom the Indian looked upon .as one 
who had. flain a deity, to pretend to be 
drunk, and to do as if he would kill me 
and his comrades. The Indians, not know- 
ing that it was . only a farce, were the 
firft to cry out, that the white warrior ^ had 
loft his wits. I aflced for cords to tie him; 
and as I feemcd very angry with him, the 
chiefs and the warriors came to intercede for 
him, faying that it was a man who had loft 
his fenfes by drinking ; that the fame often 
happened to the red men: in order to give 
more colour to the impofturc, I waited yet for 
the Cacique's wife to beg me, and appeared 
pacified in deference to her fex, which I re- 
fpedled very much. 

I prefented the matter of the fnake with 
a bottle of brandy, to drown his grief. The 

Indians 

' i 

f ' ' ' " \ ' ■ 

* I have fcen a peafant in France, who had killed an owl 
on his neighbour's roof; and his father dying fome time af- 
• ter, he believed that his death was caufed by that bird of ill 
prefage. 

f So they call our foldiers. 
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Indians arc exceflivcly fond of this liquor, and 
grow furious when they have drank too much 
of it. After their drunkennefs is over, they fay 
that they have neither fpoken nor done anjr 
thing, and attribute all their follies to the brandy 
believing to juftify their conduft by acknow- 
ledging that they had loft their wits. When a 
drunken Indian kills another, the death is not 
revenged. But thefe people take care feldom or 
never to drink all at once, thofc who are fober 
keep in bounds the reft, and the women hide 
both ofFenfivc and defenfive weapons. Brandy 
may be reckoned among the pernicious things 
which have contributed towards the depopula- 
tion of North America : this liquor makes men 
brutes, and often kills them. I have forhetimes 
feen drunken Indians kill each other with 
hatchets and clubs. 

I am now ready to leave the IlUnois^ and ex- 

pedt to be in New Orleans in January 1757. 

This letter fets out in a piragua, which M. de 

Macarty fends with difpatches to the governor, 

I am, &c, 

Jt the Illinois^ the loth 
}iavemb& 1756. 

O 3 LET- 
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X. 



To the farne^ 

Tfhe Author leaves the Illinois: flis Navi^^tipn doxvtf 
the ^ffiftppi : he encamps in an IJland formed, hjt 
that River, fjis Soldiers^ ^ah him Gj^v^not 

SIR, 

??^^^OU inquire, whcfher th? Ifwjigns have 
feS ^ 3^ captains arpongft them, and whether 
' S)t^^^ ^"^y ^^^ gavcrncd by ^ kir>g I f he 
time I have ^jpeo^t aflpiopg them pi;ocures jjie the 
pleafure of i^tisfyipg your curiofity pn tl^af hea^, 
You muft kr^ov/, then, that they are divided ia- 
to tribes or nations, each of which is governed 
by a petty king or Cacique, who only depends 
pn the Great Spirit, or Suprenie Being ; thefe 
Caciques reign dt^fpotically, without making their 
jiuthojrity odjous^^ and know how tP ipake them- 

felves 
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fidvcs refpefted and bdaved Tbcy likewiib 
have the fatisfadion of bieing regarded' by^ thcic 
fubjefts almoft as demi-gods, born for the hap* 
piaefstof this world ; for they have the tender- 
^efs of fathers; for the peopk of their tribe ; and 
th^ name flatters them much more than all th^ 
pojtnpous titles of the Grand Signior or the Greats 
MdguL Thofe Afiatic empcrorsr are often expo- 
iedi in their extenfivc domimons. to revolutions, 
fey which their -life is endangered ; for often tri- 
butary kings rebel againft them, and kill them 
with thdr whole family^- 

The crima of high tr^afon is^ unknown among 
the ./^nericam ^ the chiefe^and Caciques go every 
wJiirre without fear. If anyone flaould be boki 
enough to attempt any thing againft their lives, 
h^ would be puniflxed as a horrible monftcr, and 
the whole family of the murderer would be ex* 
terminated without mcrcy^ 

As to the captains or chiefs of war^ who com* 
nia«d their armies againft their enemies, this 
poft is, occupied only by fuch as have given fig- 
i^al proofs x)f courage in defence of -their coun- 
try in feveral combats ; and as the generals go 
naked, as well as the otho:- Indians, the marics 
of wounds they bear upon their body are fuffi- 

O 4 cient 
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cicnt to diftinguifh them from the reft, and fervc 
fnftead of teftirnoni^ to them, 

The old men, who cannot go to war any 
more, are not ufelefs to ttic nation. They hold 
fpeeches, andv the people hear them as oracles. 
Every thing i$ done as they advife it -, and the 
young men fay, that they having lived longer 
than themfelves, muft of courfe have more ex- 
perience and knowledge. When I admired the 
countenance which thefe old men enjoyed, they 
told me, that fince they could no longer fight 
for their country, they taught others to defend 
it. The warriors, when they return from an 
^expedition, never fail to throw part of the booty 
into the huts of thofe old men, who have ex- 
ported them, and e>ccited their courage. The 
prifoners of war are always given to the oldeft 
pgpplg in the nation, who piake them their 
(laves, The old warriors who cannot go to war 
any more, harangue the foldiers. The orator 
begins with iJriking againft the poft with a club, 
find nientioii^ all the fine aiftions he has done irt 
war, that is, how many fcalps he has taken from 
differp^f nations. The hearers anfwer, haUyhau^ 
|. e. that' js true. The Indians abhor lying, 
gild ^y tl^at a liar i^ nqt a tr^e man. 
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The old fpeaker begins his difcourfe, and 
fays : ." If I were younger and more vigorous, 
^' to conduct you againfl: our enemies, as I have 
** formerly done, you Ihould fee me go on the 
^* tips of my toes. Go my comrades, as men 
*' of courage, and with the heart of a lion*; 
** never Ihut your ears, fleep like hares, go 
*' like the roe-buck, do not fear the cold, nor 
*' hefitate to go into the water like ducks 5 
" when you are purfued, hide well your retreat. 
^* Above all, do not fear the arrows of your ene- 
^' mies, fhew them that you are true warriors 
** and men. Laftly, when you find an oppor^ 
*' tunity, ufe all your arrows on the enemy, and 
*^ after that break in upon them with your club$ 
*^' in hand •, ftrike, flay, ^nd extirpate ; it is 
*' better to die fighting than to be taken and 
*' burnt." 

At the end of this harangue, the old warrior 
prefents the calumet to the Tacha-Mngo, that is, 
the general or chief of war, and to all hi» ofii^ 
cers, who fmoke it, each after their rank ; and 
^11 thofe who have not yet been to war come to 

fmoke 



-' An hyperbole no Indian in America would make ufe of, 
not knowing that creature, which is not to be n^et with io 
fhat country^ jF,. 
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ijrn.oke it^ by way of enliftin^ therofQlves ; xbcy 
d^cc the dance of war^^ and, after thai: ceremo- 
nji they diftribute dog's fiefti, y/hich, ^s I, h^v^ 
already oblerved, . is a dUh principally approprv^ 
%ted to warriors *. 

M. du XHP^^ /told me of an accident that hap-^ 
pencd, t;o his father, who was one of the ftrfl: oSi-^ 
cer^ that caoie to Lmijima with M. de "Bknvill^^ 
M. du. TiJIenet being at a.n Indian nation j, tog^-r 
thcr with fome Frenchmea who canfie to bartoj? 
gcfpds y the Indians wante4 to fcalp thien) 5; M^ 
du Tijpnet had learnt their language, and heard 
their difcourfe, and as he wore a^ wig, h^ taok 
it from his head, ao4 threw it o^ the ground^ 
layiBg from time to timej^ Yoi} will have m^ 
^alp, take it up, if you dare to do h» Th« 
aftonifhment of thefe people was inexpreffible, 
for M. du Tijfcntt had got his head fhaved a Uttlc 
before this.b,a4?penM-> he t.ol4 them afterw^tds,, 
thaf tjf^ey wer^ vary much in the wrong- to ^t 
t^mpjL to. hurt I^m^ for he only cam^ ta make 

aq 

^ It is very remarkable, that, when the ancient kings of 
Mace^^nia^^,^xioxmti the luilra,uon of .their armies, a dog 
was killed, a^d divided ii^to two parts, and the wholaarmy^ 
with the king. at tji^ir l^e^d, went through th§ two h^vcs of 
tlie^dog. F,; ^ ' 
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fp alliance with them ; th^t, if they comp?UM 
\(\fXiy^ he \TOuld burn the water 10 their kkesi and 
riversji tq hinder thena froRi feiliQg* wd fet fire 
fo their foFef^ff ; he got a liitk pot, ai^ put 
|bnie brandy in it, %n4 fe? it oa firo with ^ 
paatch ; the Jndi^s, whp ^^re not yet accjAiaint* 
ed wit;h branny* were ^a^z^d,\ at the feme 
{ime he todfe otjt qf ]\\s ppcl^j?t * (;^r\vcx; gbS, 
§nd fet fire to a rotten tr^e? % K\(9aas qf th.e fun* 
'J'hefe peopl? really believ^c}, ikM ^ officer 
had the po^er qf burning fheii tivers and their 
woods; they carefled him, loaded hina with pre^ 
lents, and fent him home well efcorted, that no 
one might da hun any harrtk Since that time 
. }d. d^ BimviJle has made ufe of M. du ^ffenet in 
^veral negociatbns tpwards making alliances 
with the IpdiaQS, 

M* ^ l\[f$nefs adventure puts me in mind of 
th^t of an Italian, who was in the fuite of M. 
^ontyy the then governor of Fort Louis among 
the IWnois. This Italian fet out from theace by 
land, to join M. de la SaUe^ to whom he could 
have been very ufeful, by teaching him the road* 
which he was tQ take in order to come to the 
MiSifippiy if he could have been with him in 
^mc ; he likewifc faved his life by a Angular 
^ratagem. Some Indians beipg willing to kiH 

him. 
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him, he told them they were much in the wrong 
in attempting to deftroy a man that bore them 
all in his heart. This difcourfe amazed the Bar- 
barians; he affured them, that, if they would 
^ve him time till the next morning, he would 
convince them of the truth of what he had af- 
ferted ; adding, that if he deceived them, they 
ihould do what they pleafed with him. Then, 
fixing a little mirror on his breaft, the Indians, 
who were much fuprifed to fee themfelves, as 
they imagined, in the heart of this man, grant* 
cd him his life. 

I have commanded the convoy in defcending 
the river, which M, Auhri brought up : M. de 
Macarty trufted the Englilh prifoners to my care 
to bring them* tp New Orleans ; they are the 
fame which the Chevalier de Villiers and the In- 
dian chief Papechangouhia took. I have made 
hafte to come to the capital before the thawing 
of the ice, which breaks loofe in the northern 
rivers, and foUowj the current ; I ran the rifle 
of being ftopt by it, if I had not given orders 
for rowing as hard as poflible; I even made ufe 
oi the Englifh prifoners to relieve my foldiers : 
jas every one has an equal right to his life on fuch 
occafions, the officers likewife lenf a helping 
hand, to encourage the gr^w. 
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After paffing the rocks at Prudhomme^f there 
are no others in the il^^^^i^^' ; and when there 
are fcveral boats, they are fattened together, 
and go down with the current day and night. 
There is only one man at the helm, and one at 
the head of every boat, to take care of the 
floating trees. It is a pleafure to go down thi$ 
fine river : the fame diftance .which, in going 
up, takes three months and a half^ in defcending 
is performed in ten or twelve days, when the 

• water is high in the river. 

I muft not forget to mention, that on thp 
firft of January the foldiers come in the morning 
to wi(h their oiSicers a happy new year , who ge- 
nerally return the civility by a prefcnt of bran- 
dy. I was juft encamped on a little ifland about 

* two leagues in circuit, fituated on one of the 
branches.of the Mjijippij which I was defcend- 
ing. This ifle was furrounded with very tall 
trees. A facetious gafcoon foldier, as thofe of 
this nation generally are, gave his comrades to 

under- 



• Thde rocks form the fhores of the MiJJiftpti^ which trt 
on both fides like walls of ^vt hundred feet high. Formerly 
there was the Fort Frudhomme in this place, fo named from 
a fellow-trayelletof 'M. de la $alle, who died there, and 
occafioned the fort to be called after him. 
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titrderftand tliat they trtight get an t^v^wdmzrf 

new yeat^s gift if they would perform the cet^« 

rtony of ttceiving riie governor df the iflahd* 

I'he 'feijeant ipJ)h>Ved this droll thought, and 

Irtiihediately gave his orttert for it. He began 

^frith graving tnyniime oft the bark df ji tret, or* 

tifettd th6 f^Wth to bt charged with powdeie^ 

ihd niade thfc troops Appear in armi, Thfc 

^ilhimrtifet beaft a ts^h-I, and the feijeaftt as^ irtaf- 

Hat 6f Ae cfetienKJhies, tikwg t>ff W^Mt, faid 

*' in the king^s name *, -ye tygersi. ^^vfes^ bearS, 

*' oxen, ftags, roe-bucks, and other animals of 

'^ "this iftattd, (hull ickhbwledge our cortimahder 

^* as yoijf govtrnof, atid obey him iti all that he 

"^^iie iJiall command you f6r his fibrVlcei'* oiie 

'6f the foiditrt th^n fifed the IWiveli of the 

' boafs, 'Which were accompanied ^th 4 general 

ialufe frofn the iftiall armS. Thfe fti*Jtn ^*- 

'plbRbn of thelfe fife atms> ffighten©d \\a mki 

oxen, who Went into the riVef in order to fWitn 

through it and to ^in the contiiient i the fol- 

diers weiit after them in a piragua and killed 

four of them, together with two roe-bucks that 

JuTl reached tte Ihorr, and prefeftted them to 

'tofe as njy property, which obliged me to ftay 

lierc in wder tt^'dry the fieflh for confumption^' 

during 
-1,1 - ' , ' *• '- ^-"^'*''^-^^' 

.♦ DiparkRoii 
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during the retnaining part (rfbarvc^y age. ln*6Mer 
to take advantage trf ribefunof my foidrtts, which 
1 took gocfd care to refward imtn'ediattfy, I had 
a iftind *to vilit dite interior pairts of my goverti* 
meWt : bdt i was hardly gonfe half a le^ag\3», 
\«rhcrt*l fitw a beat-, who wa's qtiiddy eatiti;g 
atoms under a great oak : I fired ihy piece at 
tetti, btit i;he t>aM[ tonly went into the hid of A* 
itotmai, whkh Was monftrou(Jy ^it; ate fobtl irt 
he Felt the wound, he ir^iniQA W ttnrte t'p tti 
mc, but ^e was too heavy to ruA -, theYififeigtittt^ 
to run frdth him^ ! drew him toWirds trty fot- 
diers, w^o *fobn faf+btmded artd kifted hirh a4 
guilty. i6f fc!ony and rebellion, tfity ik\6 k 
court martial, where the ferjeant prefided. The 
COVpofal, who afted as the king*s att61"ff^-gc- 
trtfal, gave it as his bpiriioh, that ift ordei* Hot 
to ruin the fine cOat of the btfat, wV6 had re- 
volted againft his matter, he Ihould onijr hi 
Ihot in the head, which was ptth£lually eif- 
tcuted. 

, He wns then flayed, and I have taken his 
(kin, which i^ a very black one, and which I 
{hall not relinquiQi, any more th^n -HectirieJ did 
that of the Nem^an lion which he conquered. 

The 
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. The foldiers melted the fat, and got above 
one hundred and twenty pots of oil |rom it* ^ 
you muftknow that the bears come out of their 
Jioles as foon as the fruits begin to npen» and 
they do not go in again till they arc all eaten up. 
They then ftay in their retreats till the next fea- 
fon, and neither cat nor drink during that in- 
terval ; their greafe is the only thing they feed 
upon, by fucking their paws. * It is dangerous 
to meet a lean one without company. The In- 
dians make a great trade with bears* fkins, and 
treat their friends with their paws and tongues j 
, they have often regaled me with them on my 
voyages, and I found them extremely good. 

I direft this letter to Campeaeh^ to M. de Arra^ 
gory^ the agent of the French marine, who will 
fend.it to Cadiz^ from whence it will come fafer 
to you than by our veflcls, as Spain is not at 
war with England : I do not write duplicates of 
this letter, befides, I hope to fet out for Europe 
next April. 

I am, S I ^, &c. &G. 

Jt New Orleans^ the 2^th 
of February 1757. 

LET- 

^ . . -I - -- *■ — ^^— ^— ^ 

* Bears oillsvery good to eat, in L9uifiana they make uftf 
of it for falkd, for frying, and for fauces, and prefer it Xf» 
ho^'s lard. The pot holds about two quarts Engliih^ 
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LETTER XL 

fo the Same. • 

^he Author fets out for Europe. He fights an 
EmgUfli Privateer. He embarks at Cape Fran^ 
fois on a FeJJil belonging to a Fleet of twenty-fix 
Merchantmen^ which were almoft all taken itt 
his Sight hy Privateers. Taking of a tittk 
Vejfelfrom the Enemy. Arrival at Breft. 



SIR, 

jTSBClBC^AVING found no veffel here to re- 
H S turn to France^ I was obliged to go on 
gj^ board the brigantine Union fitted oiiE 
as a floop of war, and commanded by captaiii 
CaU'Jean who is well know for having taken 
five Englifli fliips during the war, on his voyages 
from France to Louifiana. • > 

Vol* I. P We 
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We fct fail from the Balife on the firft of Apnl 
1757, for Cape Franfois. On the 20th of April 
bcbg in fight ci Turk\ ifland *, we |)er- 
ccived a fhip, which we fuppofed to belong to 
the enemy; fhe chafed us at night, and be- 
ing a prime failer, came up with us in three 
hours* time : the Englifh privateer filuted uft 
with a bullet from his cannon, and called out to 
us to furrender to the king of England-^ to 
which we returned a broadfide, and a volley of 
the fmaU arms 3 after iR^idt I halod kbon JH 
ftrike his coIoum fw the kiflg^ of Frj^icc^'.or 
eUe h€ fiiould be funk; the pciv^esr finding 
that he hiad to ineddk with a deakr m buUfets, 
ma4e oflF^ and got .M(U)ng the t&^ liiar 
Turk's ifland^. hoping to.drasifvua iwartr ti^the 
Chore, where we might have been loft. But our 
captain, who was very prudent, and a good ma- 
riner at the fame time, faw the fnare wtiiibwas" 
laid for him ; therefore, inftead of fellowiag th«^ 
privateer, he continued his voyage and We hajJ^ 
pily arrived in the harbour of Cape Franfois aft. 
the firft of May. There we found the Iquadron 
of M. de Seaufremont, deftined for the fiiccours of 
Canada^ having on board M. de Bartj w^om the 
king had appointed governor and lieutenapt-ge-* 

neral 



■ <faiii !■■■ -■■■ i liiTgiii 



L'ifle Turqui. 
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fteral on the ifle erf St. Domingo. My firft care 
on going on fliorc was to pay my refpeAs to 
hi'm. That general, who is always ready to 
ferve unfortunate officers, prevented my cares, 
by diipatching me four days after my arrival, 
and fparing me the expeitce I fliould have been 
at if I had ftayed on this ifland, he procured me 
ij free paflage at the king's expence, as a fleet of 
^Rrenty-fix merchantmen were ready to fail for* 
France, under the convoy of M. de Beaufr^mont^ 
'vrho brought them as far as the Cayques iflands, 
where he left them, in order to proceed on 
his deftination according to the orders of t^ 
court. 

I muft tell you that I preferably chofe a Bsr- 
4i4U9t veffdf called the Sm^ captain Odeuoir% 
(imitating the Indians, who indeed make a divi- 
nity of the fun). But the event has fhewn that 
I was very happy in my choice j for almoft all 
die veflfels which compofed the fleet have been 
f^en iir mfy fight. Only four arrived in France, 
the Sm was the firft : ftie came to Bnft in forty- 
five days, after taking an Englifli Ihip in the la- 
titude (rf the Newfoundland bank. I landed at 
Brefi the .fifteenth of June 1757, and imipedi- 
ateiy waitedon the Count du Guai^ commander 
of the*xr)tarines in this port ; I then paid a vifit to 
Pa M. 
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M. Hoc(ptartj . the counfellor of ftatc and in- 
tendant of the marine in this department, whom 
I informed of the death of M, jiuiervHle,^ who 
had fucceeded for a time to M. Mich^eldt la 
R&uviUkrf^ as con^miflary general of the marin/?, 
and regulator of the proviQons oi^ LeHifism* 
M. HocquMft was known for his proJ)ity when hp 
was int^adant of New France -^ it is certain that 
he came back from thence indebted forty*thou- 
fand livrcs, which thQ king, contented mi\^ his de- 
vices, has made him a prcfent ofj a fine es^amt^e 
for M. J5i^o/this fucceffof; butif,he;has 6pt 
brought back tfeafures from hjs ^ admipJfttjitiflB^ 
he has at leaft the fatisfadion of pafling £or:Qf|e * 
ofthegallanteft men of liis rank : he has been re- 
gretted" by air the CaSadiini, artd.^vfcnffcyithe 
Indians, who, as I have already iaid, k^ow how 
<o diftinguilh merit. : ' "• ; 

, , • ' ..... . . • J • 

On Qw^l}ng to this gentleman, that I h^-npr 
money to go to court with, he was fo kind/a?, to 
orden M. Gaucher^ clerk of the treafurer.of ithe:t()r 
jonics to give me fome. He likewife ^^^^^^^jie 
his table during my ftay in this tpwn, whic^ 
I intend to leave the twcnty^fecond of this.mpnij^ 

' Yov 

* Ordonnatiur, , 
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You will, perhaps, be amazed to hear, that 
in the fpace of eight months, I have feen two 
winters, two fummers, and two fprings ;. I fb^U 
now explain it to you. I wrote to you, that I, 
left the Ulinois at the end of December, 1736, 
when the MtJJi/ippi began to freeze, and defcend- 
ing that great river, I came to Ntw Orleam in 
January 1757, the climate of which is comparable 
to that of the Hierian iflands^ where our regi- 
ment was in 1 744. That i's, it was the fcafon 
of gardening or fpring. I left Louiftana the 
firft of April 1757, and canie to Cape Franfoil 
the firft of May, and found fummer there : I 
embarked for Europe on the fourth, and after 
coming out of the Bahama Channel vit met with 
fpring i continuing our voyage to the great 
fands of Newfoundland^ we faw on the. twenty- 
fecond, at fun-rifing, a floating mountain of 
ice,, which at firft we^ took to be a fail ; but 
the keen air coming from it convinced us at 
laft that it was a piece of ice from the frozen 
ocean. On the fifteenth of June 1757, ^e 
came to Brejl^ where we found fummer. This 
therefore is a pretty extraordinary cafe. 
I ait), SI R. &c. 

At Breji[ the i8/A ' ^ * ' 

' hfjune 1757. 

P,^ LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

To tie Same J 

fhe Author arrives at Court ^ receives a Gra^ 
tification ft em the King^ and an Order 

to ^0 to Rochefort. He en^arks there for 

Louifima^ 



SI R, 

plBCJeC^AM now once more at Rochrf^i 
Q I C^ from whence I failed for Lou^ana^ 
k^^jrf ^^g^^ ytzxs ago. I come from die 
court, where I prefented to the comptrottcr 
general and minifter of the marine, M. ie 
Moras^ the governor's letter, which explains 
the motives of my voy^e. He was^^ 
Hind as to fpeak with me in his cabinet, 
in prefcnc^ of M. de la Portif chief of 

the 
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th* 1x>ard of plantations. He queftfoned 
me on the prefent ftate of Lmfiarta. I 
aflhred the riiniftcr that I had left in our 
iMerefl: all the nations of that vaft- con- 
tinent, which I had vifited, and that the 
Cherokees were come to treat of peace with 
the French. He likewife aflced me, whether 
i thought the colony could be attacked. I an- 
fwcred that there was little probability of the Engr 
lifli attempting to attack it, on account of the 
difficulty of coming in through the mouth of 
the MJJiftppi at the fort of BaUfe\ and that 
the colony wanted no other fortifications, than 
thofe which nature had provided it with. 

• M, ^ Moras obtained for me from the 
king a gratification of a thoufand livres in order 
to enable me to go to the waters vA^h my 
health required I fhould take •, after which I re- 
ceived an order from his majefty to go back to 
Louifiana^ and continue my fervices there; 
therefore I came hither without lofs of time 
' in order to embark •, we intend to fet fail as 
ibon as the convoy will be fitted out for Cape 
Breton. 

M. Druis Imbuto fucceeds M. J^ormant dt 

Mifty as Intendant of the marine. The king 

P -4 could 
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could not choofe a better peribn both on $Cw 
count of his abilities, and of his integrity, 
and likqfiri& on apcount of his zeal for the 
king's intereft in this important place. This 
iotendant made me the fame offer as his pre*s 
dcfcflw. 

i; am, S I H, &c, 

jbRoeheforty tiegiztk 
pf September 1757, 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

7o the fame. 

f^ Author leaves Hochf fort ; he meets wfth thrft 
^ngli/h Merchant-^hip^ takpt by M. dt Placc^ 
cf which one was burnt and another fynk. He 
ftops at the Jfle of Grcnzdsi. Navigation along 
Jamaica. 

SIR, . 

F3yC2 Wrote to you from Rochefortj that we 
!T5 I flr intended to fct out in December 17575 
^iJFSiji ^^^ ^^ convoy deftined to fuccour 
Q^e Breton having in part been taken by the 
Englilh fleet, we were obliged to fit out ano- 
ther. During that time a fquadron often great 
£ngli(h men of War having alarmed the coaft of 
Junis^ that has retarded us till the month of 
May. This fquadrqn difappearing, we fet fail 
on the tenth of the fame moodi. 

I was 
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I was on board the King't frigate La Fcrtfme^ 
tqgrtker vritb K • A R^Aeimre^ commi0ary-ge>* 
mraUif the nMrMie, and ^dmnaUur of the pro* 
vince of Louifiana. M.Je Place^ acaptain of a 
man of war, commanded the Eopalme frigate of 
thirty gum» deftined fcr our convoy i ^ we met 
with three Englifh veffels on our voyage, which 
only coft us three canncm-fiiDt- ^ M. de Place 
funk one of them, and burnt the other, after 
taking the crew and the goods out of them. As 
to the third, it came from the coaft of Guinea^ 
was richly laden, and had on board four hun- 
dred and forty negroes, who were in part fold 
to the ifle of Grenada, ^he Baron de Bonvo'ti/ij 
who has juft been appointed governor of diis . 
ifland, entertained us very generoufly and po- 
litely during our ftay there. We remained 
there till lifi twenty-fecohd of July, when we 
fsikd for Lei^hHa^ iceepiagalongfideof 7^^* 
f#^ to avoid the .great flupsfif the cnany, which 
never come to tbc^t/hoiws : we took that courfe 
m ^rder Aa deceivf the fpy, and wc arrived hap* 
piJy ^t the mouth of the Mfi^fippi on the twelfth 
ofA%ig\rft. V 

, M» de Rofhemore % an haneft. ordonnateufj who 
i^ very zealous for the iafeceft qf the King, wiy 

have 

^* ifiic brother of a M. Rochmore who is now c<»nmodore. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LOUISIANA. flt9 

liaye a great deal of trouble in reforming the 
abufes that httve erept into the management ^ 
the colony's affairs, fincc the war^ Mid during 
our voyage, I foretold him, that he would be 
much difturbed in his adminiftration : what I 
forefaw really happened ; and by the fame fliips 
which brought us hither, the court has been 
prejudiced againft him, with a view to deprive 
him of his place. I was but juft arrived at iVrar 
Orleans^ when the governor gave me orders to 
prepare to go with a detachment to the jSUhanumx^ 
an Indian nation two hundred and fifty leagues 
from the capitaL I take advantage of the op- 
portunity of the King's (hips, which will fail for 
France at the end of the year; and I write 
to you by duplicates, that if one Ihip be takeu^ 
you may get the letter by the other. When I 
(hall be informed of the manners of* the nations 
which I fhall pa& through, and which aie fitua^ 
ted to the eaft bf New Orleans^ I fliall deferibc 
that country to you, which is reckoned very fine 
and very good. 

Jit Ne^OtieanSy thi roih 
. ^fNcvmbtr 1758, ^ 



I-E T^ 
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L E T" T E R XIV. 

To the fame. 

The Author departs from New Orleans for the 
AIHbamons, His Navigation on the Lake Pont* 
chartrain. $hort Vefcription of Mobile, 




SIR, 

JLcft New Orleans on the fourteenth of 
Pccember, according to M. de Kerle* 
rec^s orders, and fet out for the jffli- 
hamons. I faded from the litdc creek of 5/. Jew^ 
which is fitiiated in the lake Pontchartrmn. 
There is a portage of about a quarter of a mile 
from New Orleans to this creek *, which is about 
two leagues long ; the winds were favourable to 
us, and on the twentieth of December 1 arrived 

at 



.'^ Bi^ouct a fmall inl^t where tl^e tide ^oes up. 
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at the bay and fort oi Mobile^ which is fifty 
leagues dHla^ from the capital. 

The Mohik xtas formerly the chief fcttlement 
\vk L/mfiana^ and the rcfidence of the governor, 
mrdmnaieur^ and of the chief officers. The fu- 
perior council held its fittings there likewife. 

There is a pretty regular fort^ capaWe of re- 
fiftijig a whole army of Indians •, but EuropcM 
troops could foon take it. It is fituatedt>n a 
bay where the tide comes up ; and between twa 
lirersy one of which is fmall, and is called the 
river of, the ChaSiams^ the other is more confi* 
derable than the Seine before RoHerij is catted 
Mobile river, and rifes in the Apciaf^him moun* 
tatn^; it is the rehdez*vous of all the Indians 
who live to the eaftward. They come there to 
jreceive the prefents which the King annually diA 
tributes to them by his governor. The foil 
about Afo^7i? is gravelly, however, the cattle 
Tucceeds exceedingly well there, and inultiplie$ 
very much. The inhabitants are very laborious, 
'and trade with the Spaniards; they go to the 
'fort of Tenfacc^^ which is near Mobikj and get 
fait beef, wild fowl, maize, rice, and other eat« 
^abfcn ffom thence. The intebitants of Mhile 
Jikewife carry on a trade with tar. As to the 

: fur- 
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far-trade with the Indians, ^ officers carrf k 
on exclulively of all others, concrarjr to the 
King's intention. 

About this place, there are white and red 
bays * and wild chcrry*trc« f. There are IBte- 
wife white and red oedars:^ ; the latter is voy 
fine, and very good for inlaid work •, its fmell 
«pels infefts, and the wood indeed is incOTrup- 
iSMt. There are feveral forts ctf trees in the fo- 
relte bereaboyts, which 2rt unknown inEurc^, 
and fome which abound with a gum^ like tttt^ 
pcntinc. There are Itkewife cyprefles § of fiidi 
« file, diat the Indians make piraguas out of 
one piece, which can contain fixcy ri^ito. 

Before the French came mto LmJkfWi the 
Indisuas confirud^ed thek boats ih^fae &llowii^ 

manner 

^ The bays are probably the Launu afii^uAiis hmn^ yitm^ 
have white flowers ; and the Lauras Borhonia Linn, whic)l 
has red flower-cops, and black or purple befties. F. 

, t Thewi;id cherries of this coHnUygro«ri|Lclafic»B, and 
there, are chiefly three kinds of them growing in Americ^ 
lOE* Frttnns Vtf^nianay Cianadenjisy and Lufitanicaf Linn. 

X The red cedar \%,iO^Jumftrus Vir^niufm liwm. and % 
White cedar is the Cuprejus i^h^^oides Linn. 

^ Or cedar S4 
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sMi&ier. They wew to the batftis of .fiwnc ri- 
tBfrSf winch are very numerous i» this vaft rf ^ 
^Ofi^ and ifhich by their rapidity te^ up by* 
the root$ the trees which ftand on their bank;. 
They took thd^ dimen&omr foi leagth and 
l])feadthy aod accordingly chole fiach a tree as 
tfiey w^jBed i after which they kt fire to ic^ andi 
as the tree bwfl^ on they icraped away the lire 
coals with a flint or an arrow ; and having fuffi^ 
ckmif hollowed it out, they fet it aflodt. T&ey 
ai« very well fkilled in condttiSirtg tbcfc Ik^ 
v*€^fels upon their l^ikes and rivers. They ^»^/ 
ploy them in time oi war» a^d like^fe kitd* 
them with the furs and dried flefli which, tliqr 
bring back from their hunts. 

Their inftruments and their weapons we» 
nude in the following manrtet,: they cbofe a. 
young tree for that purpole, in which theyl 
m^e an incifion with a flint* .or pebbfe as- 
Iharp as a razor, and they put a ftone cut in. 
form of a hatchet into the incifion ; therefore, 
a^ ^he tree grew up, it enchafed the (bone, which 
by that means became infeparablc from it,, anit 
^y afterwards cut it off in order ta make ufet 
qf it ; d^ieir laAces and their darts were made in 
the Ikne manner. They had clubs of a very 
tiard wood. 

As 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



224 TRAVELS thuouch 

As to their infbrumcnts of agriculture, thtf 
only made ufe of the bones of animab, or of 
fpades of a very hard wood. The groimd 
thtougho\^t jinerka is very fruitful j the grafi 
there grows high and clofe ^ and after the ffoft 
has drkd it up, the Indians fet fire to it ; then 
they dig the ground with their fpades, fow it, 
and reap thr^ months after their crops. 

They plant maize, millet, beans, and other 
leguminous plants, potatoes, piftachios, and 
water-melons •, gourds are likewife very common 
there, and the Fre'nch inhabitants call them gi- 
rmonds. 

Their kitchen-utenfils were dilhes and pots of 
earthen ware, and deep wooden difhes. They 
made cups of calebafhes, and fpoons ♦ of the 
horns of wild oxen, which they cut through the 
middle, and form into the proper fhape by 
means ^f fire. 

- As foon as we fhall have got ready the provi- 
ilons fyv our voyage, and for the garrifon of the' 
iibrt, we Ihall fet out, M. Aubert and myfelf in 
a bo^t armed with foldiers and Mobik Indians, 

whom 

♦ Which they call Mkouem. 
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whom wc have hired to row during the voy* 



age. 



M.Aubert^ though he is adjutant of the fort 
at Mobile^ has been appointed,, by M, de Kerle- 
recy to command Fort Toulcujh at the JMamcnsy 
^ which is contrary to the King's order, forbid- 
ding all majors and adjutants to do other func- 
tions than thofe of the place they belong to. 

If any fhips arrive, from Europe, I fhall per- 
Tiaps receive letters from you. M. de Felky who 
ccMnmatids here, will be fo kind as to fend tKem 
to mc with the firft convoy. 



I am, SI R, &c. 



Jf Mobile^ the (>ih of 
, January 1759. 



Vol. I. Q LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

To thi pim. 

The Author fets out from Mobile for the AUiba- 
mons. Jbefcription of thi Manners of this Na- 
tion. Their Way of funifhing Adultery. 

SIR, 

K^WFi AM at laft arrived at Fort Touloufe 
<& I <5 among the Allibatnons. I have Hbetti 
K^J^^JCiy fifty days a-coming; ^caUFe, taking 
boat in the rainy fcafon, the water in the river 
was often fwelled to twelve or fifteen feet j this 
fudden increafe was caufed by the heavy rains, 
which are frequent hereabouts, and by the high 
hills that run along this river. ^ 

We have been obliged to work hard againlt 

' the rapidity of the current, and there were 

days during which we fcarcely ad^nced a 
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kague. It k impbffible to fail, on account of 
the woods, the hills^ and turnings of the river ^ 
and therefore we could do no otberwife than go 
along the fliwes. One day I had the misfortune 
to fee my boat hemmed in by the branches of a 
tree * that was fet under Water t we were be- 
nighted in this diftgreeable fituation, and obli* 
ged to wait for the break of day. But as this 
river rifes and falls by the floods I found my*^ 
felf now quite in the air in my boat We were 
twentjt^five leagues from the mouth of the river^ 
imd the Mobilian favages that accompanied me, 
comforted me by the ^ope that the next tide 
would fet me a-fk)at ag^in ; and really the tide 
mounting up the river from Mobik bay delivcrai 
us from our uncomfortable fituation. You fee 
by this, dear Sir, what a difference it makes iq 
navigating an European and an America^' river* 

M. 4^ert fell fi(Jc on the way^ and I prevajii* 
ed on him to ftay at Mobile ^hr the recovery of 
-his health ; and fo he came from thence hither 
on horfeback, by eroding th^ firewoods, which 



^ There are hereabouts cedaf-trees of fo prodigioas a fize» 
that ten men can fcarcely clafp them ; which eaiily accounts 
4br the goodnefs and fertility of the coimtFy, g|i(i te$^^ t^is 
iu climate is one of the moi healthy^ 
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arc very,thin, M. de Montberaui is to giw hm* 
up the 'xammand o£ this^ poft by order of the 
governor, after having, inftrufted him during 
three months, of its fituation, eftvirons, and 
many other ^articles. This latter gentlf^m^n* 
has a Jbigh xcputation aitiong the Indiana of thi;a 
country^ who call him the ynan of vahur^]\. q^ 
Utitharo. ,He was remarkable for the fpirite;^ 
fpccchcs which he delivered, in z. manner an4-: 
logous to the way of thinkfng of thefe natioijSf 
Xhis 6£&cer had a quarrel with the Jefuits, a^d 
therefore afked to be recalled ; and was fiacceed- 
ed by M. Auhert^ the brother of Father Auhrt^ 
a Jefuit miflionary in Louifianu. M. Mantbtrauf 
is a declared enemy to ?hefe miflionaries. Whilft 
Father Le Rot was, at AlUbdmons^ he wrote to the 
governor to difcrcdit this officer, to whom the 
foldier who was to carry the letter delivered it. 
The commander faw after this the Jefuit, who 
ihewed him many civilities, according to the 
political principles of thefe good fathers,: The 
officer aflced him, whether he had written fomen 
thing againft him. The Jefuit, not fufpcftbg 
-his letter to be in the officer's hand, afTured him 
by all that was facred h*^ had ftot. Then M. 

Montberaut 



w **»w f^ 43^ ^^e bp6ther of the Count (de Montauti who feo- 
longed to the houfehold of due Danphin. 
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Mbn^tkerauf called Father Le Rot ^n impoftor and 
a cheat, produced the letter, and fixed ir at the 
gatfe of the fort, giving" it in charge to the fen- 
tinePto tike cafe of it ;' and fince that time 

there were no Jefuits among the AlUbamons. 

■f 

.'- Whilft I am here going'to fpcak of the Mi- 
•iWnons^ I Ihall have an opportunity to treat like- 
wife of the T^ajkikis^ ihtOSafliepas^ the Tonkas ., th^ 
^mj^tas^ the Abekas^ xhtTalapoaflias^ the Conjha* 
kis^ and the Pakan^j whofe manners are all near- 
ly related to one another. All thefe nations put 
together can raife about four thoufahd warriors. 
They are all well-fhaped men, live commonly 
klohgthe" river fides, and no fooner are you arri- 
ved among thefe well-behaved men, whofe wo- 
men are of the fame character, and for the greater 
part beautiful, but they come to receive you at 
th^ lai^ng-place, fliaking hands with you, and 
prefenting you with the calumet. After hav- 
ing fmoaked, they afk from you the caufe of 
your coming, and ^^the time you fpent on the 
road ; what ftay you intend to make among 
them, whether you have a wife and children *. 

■ They 
' » ■ 1 1 1 I 

'' '^^ The politencfs of the Indians goes even fo far as to offer 
to the Europeans their girls, and for that purpofe the -chief? 

0^3 fpenk 
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They likcwifc inquire the particulars of the Uri^ 
^n Canada^ and* a(k how the King their father 
dpes. They then bring you a dMh made of 
maize or Indian corn, which they co^rfely potindit 
?nd boil in water, generally togeti^r with foflic 
, venifon *. They likewife ferve up bread made 
of the flour ^ the fame com^ baked in hot ^es, 
roafted yov|i^ turkics, broiled venifon, p«» 
cakes baked with nut-oil, chefnuts when in fea- 
(on, boiled with bears grcafe or oil, roebuefes 
tongues, together with hen and turtle f eggs. 

The foil of Louifiam rclbnble?, in' the lower 
parts of the colony, that of Eg^t after the Nile 
has overflown the country ; it is excellent, and 
chiefly fe in the country of the natipns I now 
^cak of. 

The melons are here proc}igtoa% lai|^|. foU 
of juice, ^nd in great pjpnty r the W4ter-nidQns 

arc 

ipeak the next jnprnirtg i}i the following manner in the vil- 
lage : Young men and warriors, ^o not be foolilh, love the 
mafter of life ; Jjant for the fupport of the French, wte 
bring us our wants : ai^d yOu young girls, do not be hard- 
h.carxed, nor ungrateful with yo^p body m rt^ftH to* th^ 
white, warriors, for to get their blood ; .by this allia&ce w« 
ftiJ^I get wit like them, and be re/pedled by our enemies, 

t This is called Sagamith f Sea-tortoifcj 
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are fcf deKdous, that they are given to the- lick 
to qtiench their thirft during the burning fits of ^ 
the fever. Potatoes are plentiful here 5 and the 
Europeans are very fond of this kind of root, 
yAiS&i taftes like chefnuts roafted in hot afhcs. 

^he Indians are generally contented with one 
wifisj erf whom they are jealous to excels. When 
M. Indian 4ies at a village where he has no wife, . 
he hires a girl ft>r a n%ht or two, as he pleafes, 
aad-h^ parents never have any objection to it ; 
they concern themfelves very little about their 
giris, fily^g their bodies are free : the Indian-girls 
do hot abufe this liberty ; and they find it their 
intcreft to keep up an appearance'of modefly, in 
dder co> engage their lovers to aflc them inrmar- 
riage : but in regard to wives the Indians main- 
tain, that they have fold their liberty by marry- 
ing, ^agd that they.muft not be ferved by other 
ipea than their hufbands. The men keep* the 
privilege of having feveral wives, and they can 
leave them whenever they pleafe ; but this 
feidom happens. When a woman is caught in 
adultery, the Icaft punifhment is being repudia- 
ted. The hufband then leaves the hut ; and if 
they have any children, he takes the boys, and 
.4jrtl33^ife the girls ; Ihe muft remain a widow for 

-K'- ' one year j but he can marry again immediately. 

^''" , Ct4 He 
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He caa lilcevyife ta^e. his .wife^ag^m, ^^hcrpj^Di^^ 
Ihe ,mufl: not enter on a fc<:Qnd iparri^e,<toP ,a 
>yhol}eyear bepaft. -., ;. ; 

Thamarnajge of the Indian? is ;quite ,fiqjfflc» 
as I have already obferved j the mutual confent 
of the parties is the only ^ tie whjch joi^^ th^* 
The future Jaufband makps, ft)nip priefcWsirf'jSir^ 
and yidpals in the I]ut pf His bride's f^their.i if 
they be received, afeftivalis;iiaade, to^vyh^thithe- 
whole; yilt^g;e is invited •; ' aftqr the ^lea]^ the fefe; 
ploit? of the new hulb^ai^'s' a{>ceftors are fuiig^,- 
a^nd a.,dance enfucs, . ^l^jji^^fX day qw pf ,4ie 
oldeft men in fhe village, pcdcn;s the hxtds, to 
tjie relations of her hufband .\ .and thus the whole 
Qereniony of marriage js ponclyded. All thrlnr . 
diansjdeduGe their lineagp^ffoph'thQ ,w:OQ!ien>-;^^ 
lodging that they niay bje fure of their Qrigin'On 
t^t Tide, and accordingly qf their luvifigA^eip 
inother's blood in their yeins i; Ipjyt ^that clainniog. 
tjigir defcefit from thp nieq was uncertain. . The 
great warriors and the. .beft hyAtfnP^i^ chyfetbc 
prettieft. girls ; the others have oply th^ir.nefirfe, 
and all the ugly ones left. The girls, knovr^ 
ing that they cannot be\miftrefles of their hearts 
after they are married, know how to difpofe of 
them to the greateft advantage : for when once 
ihey have a hufband, all coquetry mu|l. ccafe» 

r thev 
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they niuft apply thcmfclvcs to thjeir duties in 
their hcHifes, fuch as preparing thdr hufbands, 
meals, dreffing the (kins, making Ihoes, fpin* 
nitig the wool "of the wild oxen, and making- 
lit^ balkets in which they are very well {killed 
to'd induftriotis. • : .. 

' ■ ' •' ' -^ . . . •* -;■. ^ .•-: r 
i'-The manner of punifliing theinfidelity of their 
wl^S is^ 'jfeHb*s: the hufband muftfirftbe 
perffeftly conviftWd^of his life's milbefiavidui5 
by his own ^yes, and then fhe is watched by his 
jetations and her Own. 'The hvilband is then no 
kinger allowed to keep his wife^ though he 
fliould wifti it; becaufe the Indians f^y, that/iif 
is -unworthy and beneath a true man to live with 
a wife who has failed fo eflentially in her duty to 
him. In this cafe, the hufband goes to the Ca* 
aquiy and tdl^'hirtt his ftory. Th^ chief im- 
mediately ordtrs fbme people to g<^ dhd Cut little 
pitches, ^nd kll ke<6p a profound fccret. The 
(Jhief then gives orders for a grand dance, which: 
every man, wor&aft, boy, and girl in the village 
is obliged to attend, unlefs-they will expofe 
themfcves to be fined j but there are hardly ever 
any abfent : in the midft of the dance the guiltf . 
woman is extended on the floor, and beaten on 
the back and ftopiach without mercy, and her 
fcdjucer undergoes :the fame ceremony.' 

When 
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ardaiicm oo ea^^fide^ coi?i^ ^d lays^ ftick 
a crofs the crimiruls and the executioners. Tl^ 
mpmcnt thcx ceafe ta beat -, h^t thw tk? h«f- 
l^and come$ aad cut$ oflf all bis wife's hair ck^ 
to her head *, and reproaches her in prefence 
of all the people, that is, he reprcfents to l^er 
kow fim^ ibp.has. 4^ac yrrong. to ^ « flwr bad 
(J^m^wtb him^ thftt be h* d ki her i«^wh for m>* 
J^i^gt bitf that fmcc fte had however trgi9l^;ref- 
i ifd, ftie wiigbt mjw go with her fcdu^er ; wbofc 
l^ir they likfwife cut on his f^reheadt and tfll 
/him, pointing to his pardhaour, There> that is 
;tby wife. ^ He is at liberty to ^larry her that in-' 
ft ant, \but h?. pmft gp tp ^juk in am^iier viU 
kige. 

, Wheo a i^amecj woimw del|*«lhc;B * marrfed 
Hian, ti^ vf^rmn m^t ipp^f *n*ong litem- 
fehres c^kJ^ with ^ ftkk ©f #J5^ grm'stefig^, aisi 
g9 to the crifiw^ wpfuaP, whoo) tbef teat 
without lan^ericy, which i^i^m grent nwth »id 
kiughier tmokg^ the ypiJng people ^ the women 
iiKHjJd JWi ih^ g^iJty w^fltc^ if ithe me» i^d not 
featch a^y j^ iiidif ^t ' :; 

' *4^Jiyfic, 

. . * The Indian women have Jong hair in trefles. 
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Pliffic^ W3f, bant^g md fifiiiog are the bnl]^ 
arts which the Indians are ambitious of kircwbgi 
They educate their children very hardy, and. 
lAedce them bsUhe and Cwim 10 v¥wm time at 
daiFp^break ; which done the yooog men cooM of 
tbtrif own accord befof e their dtief warrior, wte) 
hclds a fpeech to them, telling them never to 
&ar the water; thst thef m$^ beparfuedb^ 
their enemies ; and that if th^y mt tahea diey 
are burnt alive -, that they tnuft ots this occa^on 
prove that they are true men, by uttetifig-M 
complaints *. 

When the harangiK is fins&ed, the chief k0r 
u^s dieir thighs, breafl 2uid back> in order to 
ufe them to p^n, and he then gives them great 
blows with leather ftraps -f-. Theyxxing rftea 
are then albwed to take place among the war^- 
rio* ; and when they have done fome great ac- 
tum in the wars, they are maa^ked with needles, 

* in 

'■ 'I ■ ' ft ' ; ■ ' ' ■ II I I ip ■ ■ _ ■ ■ 1 1 ' ■ III I 1 1 I 

* The Ftidians are obliged to fupport bad luck with heroic 
xamftwicy, *itt prdet that their val6ut may defcerid t6 their 
j^ofteitty. 

f Thefe leather ftraps arc x>f the breadth of three fingeri. 
The Indians ufe them for carr}d«g their bundles when they 
fc^ out on a journey. 
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in: the manner I liave explained to you when I 
fpoke of the SUnois. 

j.TJieir children whilft they fuck their mother's 
sniiky are daily bathed in cold water 4uring wiqf- 
ter 5 and when they, grow up^ the. earth is their 
bed. As the Indians love their xhildren v^ 
much,.; they accuftom them very early to fa- 
tigoe; and indeed as thdr whok body is naked, 
it. is no oK)re fenfible to the cold than the face 

aod hands, - 

* 

The old men, that cannot follow them, 
whenever they make a retreat, defire to be killed 
with clubs, both, to fpare thein the wretchednefs 
ofr/ ti <fccrepit cojodition, and to. aypid falling 
iuto the hands of their enemies, who would cer- 
tainly bum or eat thsm *, for the Indians in their 
wars kill men, women and infants at the bretft, 
yfhich together with, the ravages of the fmaU 
pox, is a caufe of the depopulation of America. 

It will not be amifs Sir, to obferve that 
it is merely an a<5l of humanity, on cer- 
tain occafiions when a fon puts an end to his fa-, 
ther's life. The Indians have a great veneration 
for their old men ; they regulate their condiift 
by their advice, for they undertake nothing 

• with- 
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without their confent. They likewifc take great 
care of the old men', and I have ken their chiefs. 
on theif retufn from a hunting party, before they. 
Ibared the game, lay afide the flxare of the ol4 
people, which is likewife appropriated to the u(e 
of widows and orphans, whofe hufbands and fa- 
thers have been killed in defence of their country. 
The Indians are very holpitable towards ftrangers 
with whom they are in peace, and kind to their 
allies and friends, but cruel and unmerciful to 
their enemies. They arc furprifed a:pd even 
fdandalized to fee a number of Elnglilhmen at 
New Or leans y drawn thither in time of war, 
for the fake of trading under the Ipecious pre*- 
tence of coming to exchange prifoners*. A 
cacique lately retutned from New Orleans freely 
owned to me, that he had a great mind to 
break their heads for killing the French in 
the north, that is, during the fiege of Quebec, 
and that he was tempted to take his revenge 
upon thofe that were at New Orleans. He 

added, 

*^ * Here our author inferts a long invedlive againft the Eng- 
liih who come in velTels to JJe^w Orleans with prifoners of 
war on board, which they offer to exchange, and that under 
this cloak, they get information . of the ftrength and iitii- 
ation of the colony, and buy up all the furs they can get, 
§ome allowance mufl be made for natiotinl preiadice ^ftd 
French pertnefs. F. 
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tddtd, that in his country they ipokc to their 
enemies with the club in thek hands, as feon as 
Mk hatchet is dug up*^ a j^hrafe which detKKes, 
that nobody ought to have any commerce or cor- 
refpondence with the enemy, dire^hjr or in- 
direftly, under any pretence whatfeever, after 
war is declared, unlefi he wffl prove a traitor 
to his country, and be punithed accordingly. 

WhcDt . pcaa is concluded tbfiiy bury the 
batchcfi: or the club under grounds %{ii%ibg 
itioreby that .aH their hatred iw^^ds thor «e- 
xmcs is bmicd in lAliwofi, th^t pfee hPirocs gf 
msar mc st m t&d> and thAt:&kAdOa^ ^ 
good oadccfta^d^ aj^e g?aw|i>g ngf in. between 
thfm and their s&fcndi^ ;ltke ib^ ivhite4o»<r» of 
cbeirtnrc of petce^, <wfcich is^thc-white Ibw^X 
that ought to fpread its br;;in<^s -^v^r tfee i^ffife 
gccwnd; )which h a inenaphpncSi jenp^esffioQ 
yfhkh means tbfi ^ound ^f .pe^ee* 

-^ 

The cacique 1 mentioned before, is called 
1tamathlemm§o^ 4md he 4s..iu£i:y warm in -th£ 
JFreneh intcreift. l-know th&t hchas fcomfertly 
rejected the preients which feme Engiiflimen 
v^'ould have loaded him widi» and he had a great 
mind to break their heads jor making him fuch 
a propoliUQ£u lie }f^t:^^ a dlvei: oiedal faitewd 

/ouod 
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round his neck by a fe^itlHr diong. He often 
told jne^ he would be huJn ;togeiiI|er with the 
image of !kis fatiier (that is, the king's portr^) 
which he wears on his brei^; and having d« 
wdys been faidiful to him he hoped to fhake 
hands idth him in the land of the ftmls, where 
he eiqseifbeid to fee him one day. After this wor* 
deqr jehief chad ifaewn me thtfe fine fehtimetm 
which ^parted fix)m his heart, J gave him a boc- 
de of bnmdy to drink the health of his father 
9nd xxskie. Such little Jouoiurs when given on 
proper occafions, have a great cfeft upon thcfe 
people ; thus they were greatly moved when I 
puHedx>flNtnyifiiiitand^ave it them in the name 
of thdr faher, telling them that htfmied them; 
becaufe be knew by means c^ t\^^^eukiHg fub^ 
/^nnr^*^ that his children were naked. 

Tkefe irations have no idea of the polkicat 
fyftems wMcb ate known>among the £uropeait 
(towers. In their opinion, the allies of a natioa 
ff!^ affift them, when thi^ are in war^ and irave 
flo cor^^^poadence with their encmits* i ^hyvie 
had fa h^fyg jandiferiotts conference wdikw^^Alh9if 
AGngOy who is a juggler and likewUe the cIudT 
of a diilrid among them, and pretends to have 

becft 
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been abufed by hiO^ttpmifli foldiers of the gar* 
irifon of P^w/2?^^:?Sfc Indian owned that he had 
formed a defign in' order to be.reyengcd of theln^ 
to make a: general incurfion with , his warriors 
into Florida^ to the very gates c^rPgnfacpU^ 
?rhte Indian would pay me a complimmt, and 
make me approve of his defign, by" telling me, 
that he* was partly ' drawn into it, becaufc the 
Spaniards lay-ftiU upon their mats*, i, e. they 
were at peace with the Englifli; whonfi they re- 
ceived into their , ports, xhdugh at that .time, they 
were our enemies, 

• ■ ' ■ .' ' ... f 

^ I anfwered this difcourfe of 'the Cacique ia 
c^prefs terms and fuch as were moft capable of 
0?^king him defift from his ent^rprize, as 1 was 
willing to ptfiysixyt a maflkcre.of the Spaniards, 
who were our allies and neighbours : accord- 
ing 1 fpokcto him in a manner analogous to 
the genius and charafter of thef nation. 

f ' AleKt Mingo^\iz\d I, prepare thy heart, open 
thy ears to hear the force of my words, for it 
will bring/back to thee thy* wits, which thou 
baft loft to-day^,-; .. * - 

:., I: tell thee, then that the grand chief fove- 

reign of the Spaniards^ who lives on the other 

- ^ fide 
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fide of the great falt-water lake, in the old 
World that fwarms with inhabitants is the bro^ 
thcr ♦ of the father of the red mto,- i. e. of 
the king of France^ and ^ccbfdingly, I muft 
fay, I difapprove very mtich of thy bold 
defiKn. I fairly declare to thee, that if thoU 
perfifteft in it, thou canft do no bttter than 
to begin mth breaking my head; The Ca-^ 
€iqtMs anfwcrcdj " Thy blqod is as dear to mc 

*' as my own -, befides, the French have never done 
** me any harm> and 1 am ready to give mj 

*' life for them ; thou canft ^ffurc our fiither of 

" that. Oh that I had the (peaking fubftance 

^* which thou haft, to let him know my words* 

** but no, 1 rather wi(h I had a hundred mouths 

" which he might hear f . '* 

After this proteftation of frieridlhip he give 
tne his Calumet ^ and when I had frhoked a little 
i returned it to him, as having made peace for 
the Spaniards jhj whom he pretended to have been 
ill-ufed y and as a ratification I gave him a bot« 
Vol* L R tie 

wi-— ■ ■ ' ' ' " " '' — ' " ■ '" 

* TKit tndkhs call thiir iillies bl-otliers, 

. f Some time kfter the author's <kipartUFe» the Indians of^ 

theie |)arts maflacred (bveral 'Engliihrnen, that were come 

within two leagues of fort Toulau/e^ where M* de Grand^Mai* 

ftifi^ then commanded^ who is now Major of the ti'oops at 

AVw OrUaniK 
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tie of the fiery water, thisit id oi brandjr^ layidgt 
this I give thee to clcai^ thy mou^ that it 
may not uttjer a^y more bad words againft tbe 
Spaniards our allien : and to (Ireogthea my di(«> 
cowfe I gave a great roll of tobmcO, for his 
wando^ t0 fmoke out of dlie great Caktmt of 
peace. After my harangue was at an end, At 
young people came one di^r afiodier to ^ueesse 
me by the hasid^ as^ a mark of friendflHp) whkK 
is cuftomary amoi^ them. 

I wi&ed, however, to pcrfuade this Cacique, 
who was piqued at the Spaniards^ who receive 
EnglHh velftls at Penfacola^ becaufc they are at 
peace : for he faid they came to inform thcm- 
felvcs of the fituation and ftrength of thefc 
coafts. 

By way of appeafing the Indian, I told him, 
that the governor daily waited for the arrival of 
a great piragua *, which Ihould bring him fome 
rf the Ipeaking fubftance, wherein the great 
chief of the Spaniards (hould order him to dig ijp 
the hatchet of war, and to lift up Ti^ club' 
againft the Englifh. 

.This' 

''* An European ihip. - . ., . 
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Tha diftDOorfe facisfied my CaciqiLe ; and as 
ht had (kank a good |>ortion of br ahdf , he was^ 
Tety ulkadve, and I took the op^rtunity of 
c^o^oning httn concerning the grudge he bore 
1^ Spaniards in Florida. He told nie> that be bad 
hard by tradition^ thai the firft wafrkfs of fir€ ^ 
wbdicatnr into this o^uotry itod committed hof«» 
lililks in it, and violated tb< law of nations ( 
aixl, that everftnctt that ^riod, thif ^ceftorrs of 
his. nation had always peoommendcditto thejr 
pofterity to revenge the blood which had b6<^ 
Qt^uftiy ihed. I told the juggling Caciqtje, that 
the Lord of Itfe had revenged them Sufficiently) 
by the death of Ferdinand Spto^ and almoft al^ 
his Warriors. 

I adddd» that they had no further reafon to 
hate: xbt Spaniards ; that Philip 11. grand chief of 
^ Sp^mmrdsj^ had difavowed all the mifchief 
ifrhich his generals had dfppic ia theie climates, as 
being contrary to his intentions. 

R a' I told 



* Hiftory inform as> that in i$44» Tordintmd Spto m^€ 
incurfions into this country; the Indians there, w&o had 
never feen any Europeans, called the Spaniards i^arridts of 
fii^e, becaufe they were armed^witk gtint an^ pUioIS': tK^ 
fttd^ tliat the cannon was thunder, and that it caufed the 
earth to tremble^ by killing people at a great diftance. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^44 TRAVELS TrtR6iroit 

I told this American prince part of the ftory 
bf Don Francis de Tcledoj viceroy t)f PerUj who. 
publicly hanged the pfefumptivc heir to the 
erown, and ordered all the princes of the royal 
family of the Tncas to be killed^ not even ex- 
cepting the Spaniards^ who from their mother's 
fide were dcfc«^d frowi MabuaUpa. JDoa 
Francis^ after fuch an execution, expeftcd 
to be raifed to the grcateft dignities, of 
the (feite on his return to Spain; but he was 
Very HI received by the grand chief of the na* 
tion. Who ordered hini with a harfh voice to get 
out of his prefence, faying^ I have ik^is^ 
pointed thee to be the executioner of princ^^ 
but to ferve me and afllft the unhappy. . Thcfe 
words ftruck the viceroy dumb, and caufed 
him fuch an illriefs that he died a few days 
after. The fame king caufed the death of 
One of his minifters that had imposed upon 
him, merely by faying the word H^Mij 
which in the Indian language,* Signifies, 
fVhat^ doft thou lye? The Cacique very 
gravely replied, " But if the grand chief 
*« of the men oF~fire, appeared, as thou 
" fayeft, fo angry at the viceroy, on account 
*' of the cruelties which he had com- 
• •Emitted- againft his will) why did he nQt put 
^ ; ** him 
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** him in the frame * ? or why did he not cut off 
*' his head, and fend it back to Peru ? This 
^ example of feverity and juftice would in part 
** have fatisfied the people whom this general 
•^ had iU-treated, by hanging on a'gibbfct, like 
^^ a thief, the heir of a great empire, who de? 
" pended only from the Lord of Uf$^ or the Sur 
*^ preme Being. Thus we red men, whom the 
** Europeans call favages and barbarians would 
** adV towards the wicked and the murderers, 
^' who ought to be treated like the fierceft beafts 
*^ of the foreft/* 

I again replied to this Indian chief in the fol- 
lowing terms, *' Thou muft know that the 
" grand chiefs of the white men that live in the 
" old country, are defpotic and abfolute, and 
** that when they driye from their prefencc their 
** generals or warriors, who have abufcd their fub- 
" jefts without caufe, this affront is much more 
" fcniibly fe}t by thofe proud chiefs, who are 
" hated by the Great Spirit^ or by God, on ac- 
^^ count of their mifdeeds, than the punifhment 
R 3 •* of 



^ A puniihmept which the Indians adjudge to thofe that 
hav^ committed cruelties^ and are taken at war: th^are put 
into a kind of frame, compofed of two pofts> and a po)e 
laid acrofs them, and burnt alive. 
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^* of the frame, or a hundred blows with the 
*♦ club iipon the head, would be by a red 
»man.'* 

At la0: I fucceeded in foftening the hsLi^ 
tred whidi thefe people had conceircd againft 
the SpaniardSy and I imagine every hbftilc int^n-p 
ticm is fuppreffed now 5 for my explication W4^ 
very fatisfaAory to my juggler. 

. I believe I have already obfervcd to you, that 
the Indians are very fenfible of injuries, and that 
they generally reniiember thofe that have out- 
raged them when they are in liquor, I h^veofr 
ten been the mediator in order to terminate the 
quarrels between two Indians ; I told them 

• that they ought to live together as good bro- 
thers, forget the paft, and employ tfeeirce«rage 
in the common defence of their country only, I 
further affured them that if they did hdt give 
ear to my words, the ^reaf Spirit would be difr 
pleafed with tbeo>, aqd make their crops of 

• maize fail, The Indian women ran quickly to 
me, whenever any two were ready to fight, 
.that I might judge betw^n them, and I always 
^id all J cpuld to, reconcile the parties ; which 
pleafpd tht women i^ry niuch, who have ootbiftg 
^^'i)d about ifheip, byt the name which people 

give 
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give them, and whofe featxires are very regular. 
In a wiHrdy in this new world,, as weU as in the 
old, that lovely fex is born to peculate and 
not to deftroy. 

What I have ilill to fay of this nation is {o 
ample, that I am obliged to divide it ; I (hall, 
therefore referve their mourning and theiip fune- 
ral cuftoms for another letter.' 

I am, S I H, Sec. &c. 

\4iifong the AlUbamons the 
2Uhof j^l lyS^. 



R4 LET. 
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LETTER 



XVL 



To the fame. 

Mourning and Manner of burying the Dead among the 
Allibamons ; JuJHce done to the Chevalier d'Er- 
lieviUe, for a Soldier killed by a young Indian .• 
their Religion •, their Means of catching the Roe^ 
buck and th^ wild Turkies. 



SIR, 

J^X^^HE day before ycfterday I receive^ 
5^ T fln one of yoi^r letters, which informs me 
1^;^ ^;Jg that you arc in good health, ar^d that 
you continue to give me marks of your remem-: 
brancc of me. In my pxecedipg letter, I fpoke 
to, you of the marriage of the Indians ; I iDball 
now proceed to defcribc their mourning. When 
a grand chief of the nation dies, this mourning 
confifts in not Y^afhing nor combing themfclves •, 
the men daub their whole body with foot, mixe4 
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up with bear's 6il; and in a word, they re- 
nounce all forts of dlverfions. When a woman 
lofcs her hulband,ihe is obliged to b^ in mourn- 
jng for a whole year, and to lay afide ^1 her 
Ornanicnts. 

All the Jltihamom drink the Caff!ne*i this is 
the leaf of a little tree, which is very fhady ; 
the leaf is about thi lize of a farthing, but den- 
tated on its margins. They tokft thefe leaves 
as we do coffee, and drink the infufion of them, 
with great ceremony* When this direutic po-. 
tion is prepared, the young people go to prefent 
it in calebafhes formed into cups, to the chiefs 
and warriors, that is the honourables, and af- 
terwards to the odier warriors^ according to 
tljeir rank and degree. The feme order is ob- 
served when they prefent the Calumet to fmokc 
out of: whilft you drink they howl as loud as 
they can, and diminilh the fourid gradually; 
when you have ceafcd drinking, they take their 
breath, and when ybu drink again, they fet up 
their howls again. Thefe forts of orgies fome- 
times laftfrom fix in the morning to two o'clock 

in 



♦ This is the Priuos glaher of Lianaeus. Sp. pi. p. 471^ 
and Cajfen^ v&a Fhridanorum, Catciby^i Carol, a. t. 57. 
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in the afiernooji. The Indijuw find no incon- 
vcAicncies frono this potion, to whi^h they at- 
tribute many virtues, and return it witho\it any 
effort. 

The women hever drink of this beverage, 
which is only made for the warriors. In fuch 
aflemblies, where they are never admitted, the 
Indians tell their news and deliberate on politic 
cal affairs, cohterning peace or war. However 
the Chevalier £Emeville^ (ays that he faw a wo- 
man, who was the grand chiePs wife, go in^ 
becaufe ibe was a female warrior, and had a 
quick, penetrating mind. Her opinion fome- 
times prevailed in the conclufion of treaties. 

The Mibamom love the French very muclj^ -^ 
there is an agreement on both fides, that if a 
frenchman kills one of the Indians^ he muft die, 
and the fame if an Indian kills a Frenchman ; the 
lad accident happened whilft the'Chevalier di'Er- 
neviUe commanded the fort at the Altibamom ; a 
young Indian ihot a foldicr of the garrifon, and 
difappeared immediately. As the officer did not 
Igjow where the criminal was, he applied to the 
chiefs of the nation, faying, they muft do him 
juftice. They anfwercd, that the young man 
had tak?n rpfuge with another nation ; the Che- 

• vaUtr 
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.valitr ^Ertmlk did not put up with this exqufe ; 
he told them that the dead man called for ven- 
geance, and that blood ought to be avenged by 
blood, as is their expreflion ; that the murderer 
had a motlier, and that ftie ought to fufFer in his 
ftead. They anfwered, that flie had not killed 
the man •, but the officer replied, that he fpoke 
like the red man, who when fomcbody killed a 
pcrfoo of their nation, and they had not juftice 
done them for it, were revenged upon fome 
pcrfon of the nation of the murderer. He 
laftly reprcfented it to them, that in order to 
keep the good underftanding between the white 
and the red men, they ought not to oppofe the 
4>uni(hipent of the criniinal. They offered him 
a great quantity of furs, and even horfes loaded 
with booty. This officer who is known for his 
^eal in preferring the king's intereft to his own, 
^d the honour of the nation to his fortune, re- 
fufcd all thefe prefents. He added, that he had 
not been able to fleep fince the death of his 
warrior, who called every night to him, avenge 
iky bko4* The poor Indians, feeing they could 
not moye him* held a council and feht but eight 
men, conduced by a young chief of the war- 
riors. He went immediately with hjs men to 
]the murderer's mother, and told her that fince 
l^er fon was noj to be founds fhe muft die in his 

ftead. 
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ftead. The poor woman fuffered hcrfelf to be 
Jed away, and was all in tears; her relations 
followed her with very fad countenances •, one of 
them feeing there was no pardon to be hoped 

for, faid to the chief of the troop, " A^ mo- 
^* ther-tn-law dies through courage^ asjhe has not 
" firuck the hlow!^ He propofed they fliould 
wait whiift he went to fetch the murderer \ he 
aAually brought him into the aflembly, where 
the Chevalier d^Ernevilk wjts, and faid. See, 
there is the guilty man, do what you pleafe with 
him. The officer anfwered, that they ought to 
do him juftice ; and they immediately killed 
bim f . 

Juftice 

* Thus the Indians execute juftice ; there is no need of 
^rawrog up cafes ; all thefe forms are unknown ; the lawis» 
that he who has killed muft be killed again, unlefs it be 
by accident, as in a drunkennefs, in a fit of madnefs, or ia 
their ^xercifes, 

f The relation of this ftory, is by no means favourable 
to the French. They aded upon a barbarous and cruel 
principle, by bringing the mother of the guilty rijan 
to a punishment which ihe did not deferve ; and had not her 
ion on this occaiion preferred filial duty to felf-prcfcrvation, 
the French Chevalier would have committed an inhmhan 
a^ion, by infiicting death on ax^ innocent pef(bn. The i^ 

dians 
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j^uftice being thus done, the chief harangued 
the young people, and recommended it very 
ftrongly to them, to keep their hands from the 

French^ 

'■^^ "-^ ■ ^ . . . . ^ 

dians a£l upon principle, by avenging the ^ath of didr 
countrymen upon. any other perfon of the nation to whidk 
the murderer belongs i for, on account of their confined ideas^ 
and ignorance^ tkey think the fame conititution and manners 
take place among the Europeans^ as are ufual among them- 
iblves ; and aS they look uport theii* Whole nation as a body of 
brethren, bhd a fingle family^ they arc, therefore, of <^i* 
nion that all the Europeans muft be anfwerable for the death 
of one of their brethren. But as the Europeans boaft to b^ 
civilized, infhruded and ChrifUans, they ought to a& a^ 
cording to the principles of their religion; the knowledge 
-and iniirudlioa they ehj6y, aiid thrfr Owtt cbnfKtudon ; 
all thefe oblige di^m to fhew the Indians^ by their examplci 
the fuperiority of their religion, knowledge and conftitutiion s 
make them fenfible, that if they a^d like Indians they would 
comxnit an open injuftice ; and to enforce the^ return of 
iiich a£Uons in iimilar cafeS. The Europeans inflead of iii* 
ftilling principles of humanity into the mitids of the pbolr 
Indians, very frequently fcandalize ihem by their ilncharit^ 
ble and barbarous manners ; and thus the high refinements of 
Our manners^ our boafted civilization* om-^ prid*^ founded 
upon the fuperiority of our knowledge, and that real great 
advantage of being inib-u£led in a religion founded upon 
reaion and charity^ inftead of bringing our immortal mindS 
to that pitch of excellence they are capable of, according 
to the true intention of thefe advanugcs, prove only oujr 
deep corruption, and the wilful depravity of our hearts, an4 
i may fay, the barbarity of our manners, F* 
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Princktf and adlded, that as often- as they thoeld 
liofe tbeiu fenfes and kill otir pdc^jfe,, they would 
doAifi die fame juftice again. 

The Chevalier ^Ei^mvUU held a fpeech to the 
aiSintbly in his turii^ and made the nation a pre-^ 
ftnt \o*ich the governor bad lent him. The In- 
dians gave him the great calumet of peace to- 
fmoke, all the foldiers and French inhabitants 
likewife fmoked it, in fign of a general amneftyj 
jrf&erwawb tbey 6swk the Cajfme^ which is the 
potTon of the ^c^Ue v^o^ i. ei die potion of ob** : 
livion and peace. 

Since that tirfle this nation has never offended" 
n^, TkU'JManMm of&red^ in ifij,it to build 
vpeh'tliffi? jgimriMJ^ and at! dietr eac^niiei a £ort^ 
which was afnerwjtj^* crife* F^rt- f^lt^e, *id 
they introduced the Frenth tnte it. M. de Bivn^ 
ville^. who w^s then governor,, went to take pofi 
ieffiotarof kria th€ IQtig% nanoe ^. 

They 

II ' r --T -^-' ' ••■ •*"'*' "•»■■■■ rr*-"^ T"^ 

♦"This governor lis in fucS gf^atrfeflVeiH with* them, tM 
they aWays mention him in thdy harangues. tlK name is 
fb deeply graved in the Kearfs of theife gGFCJ3'ItlidJatt5> that hfe 
memory will alwa^is be dear to tiieiti. As' foon' at they faw 
rXRt they inquired after him j TinfWertd; that he wa^ at the 
^at village, or Paris ^ in good healthy #ith which they 
were highly pleafed* * - . 
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They Qcveur wofQldpemnctte Jli^/>Jka>*d6ktRi 
tike V tfafff pa^fr no regard to the nssn^oics of thft 
King of England's every Cacique or chief af'd 
village thinks himfelf a fovcrcign, who only die- 
p^bcb i;qpca the ik£{/for tjf Itfiy ortke Gr^a^ $^/- 
rif^ . ' : ~ . . -> 

. . • .; . t 

. The JlSiamms kanre caUed their coixntry xhsx 
white ^atMjy^ or lafid €£ peaee *r ^lid cepq& oq 
then* mats, thati^^ tk^ attack no hdj^ ; ^ick ts 
& kind of ^legorp by whack thsy feem to tc&, ali 
the nations oa earth, thso the^imurdeiing faatehct 
1^ buried, and that they may come to trade wi^h 
dvetxi In faibcy« ' - 

The fo^wihfg W aii;ha;rangue which I heard 
(me of the chiefs^ of this nation hokl : ^ Young 
^ m^ n and wari^iors^ do noc difrtgard the Afi& 
^^er af Ufi j the (ky is bltte^ the fun^ is wiek* 
•* out fpocs, the weather i& fair,^ the ground is 
*' white, every thing is quiet on the face of the 
** earth, and the blood of men ought not to be' 
•* fpik on it. Wc'm«(l beg the ipiriifof peace 
^ to preferve it pure and Ipotleft among the laa^ 
•*^ tions that furround us. We ought only to 
^ fpend our time in makiflg war with tygcr^^,- 
^ bears, wolves^, ftags, and roe-bucks, in order 
5' to have their Ckins^ with which we may tra<fc 
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^^ wtdi the Europeans, who will briog us what 
'^ we want^ in order to maintain our women and 
_« children/' 

The Americans iti gfcneiijilliav^e no knowledge 
of letters. The art of writing is unknown to 
them. They arc furprifed to fee that one can 
conyerfe with another at a ^at diftance by^ 
' papery and they look upon the miffive letters 
with admii'atiDnfc When they are trufted with 
letters, they bring them very exaftly to the per-' 
fons they are directed to ; and though it ihould 
cain ever fo hard, and they had a great many 
rivers to pafi^ thofe letters are never wettedt 
The AlUbamons trade with the French^ Engli/h^ and 
SfoHtarcUy but they do not Iqve the latter muCh^ 
they make W«r upon them fooner than upon 
any other nadon, on account of their cruelties 
towards the Memans ; their memory is admira^ 
ble, they always remember the wrong which is 
done to them* 

Thdfe whom 1 . i$t^ oi hefe acknowledge a 
Supreme Being, wjK>m they c^U Soulbieche. I 
«flqed them what they thought of the other 
world; and they ^ anfwered, that if they have 
not taken another . man*^ wife, or if they have 
tut robbed nor. killed any one during their life^ 

they 
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they fhall go after their death into a very fertile 
country j V? here they fhall want neither wives 
nor proper places /or hunting, and that every 
thing will be eafy to them there ; but that on thd 
contrary, if they have behaved themfclvcs fool- 
ifhly, siftd discarded the great Sjiirit, they will 
come into a barren land fUU of thorns and 
briars, where there will be rto hunting, ^nd no 
wives- This ik all I have been able to leara 
concerning the belief of thcfe people of dnothet 
life. 

The AHihafHons bury their dead in a fitting po- 
fture ; in order to juftify this cuflom they fay, 
that man is upright, and has his head turned to- 
wards heaven, which is to be his habitation. 
They give to them a calumet, and foihe tobacco 
to fmoke^ that they may make peace with the 
inhabitants of the other world. If the cOfpfe be 
of a warrior, he is buried with his arms, which 
are a miriketj fome powder and bullets, a qui- 
ver full of ari^ws, a bow, and an hatchet or club ; 
and befides thefe a mirror *, and fome vermilion 
with . which they may drefs themfelves in the 
other world* 

Vol. L S When 

* The young Indians are never without a littl^ hatchet or 
3 mirror hung-^i their wrift. 
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• When a rxjan kilk himfelf, either in defpau^ 
or in ,a ficknefs, he 1$ deprived of burial, and 
thrown into the river, hccaufe he is lookec^up* 
on as a coward. 

I have already faixj, that the Indibns muft fup- 
port misfortunes with heroic conftaiicy. Their 
enthufiafm prompts then? to mak;e longs of death 
when they are taken prHbners, and dcftined to 
be burnt j on fuch an occafion an Indian iays : 
" I fear neither death nor fire, make me fufier 
" ever fo much, becaufe my nation will revenge 
*' my death." This occafions his enemies d|her 
to accelerate his fate, or fometimes adop^ h\m^ 
faying he is a man of courage. 

When there is a difturber of public peace 
amongft them, the old men fpea}c to km. thus^s 
" Thou art at liberty to go away ; but ranem- 
'' ber^ that if thou art killed, the nation fliall 
** difown thee 5 we fliall not weep jfor thee, nor 
" avenge thy death." So irregulv ^ Ufe is pu- 
nifhed with the greateft contempt among theie 
people, as among all others *. 

The 

'^ Theyoimgiyliaasibmetimes maMe iaio tht ««igk- 
bouring villages,, and cany off the women ; thefe kinds pf 

rapes 
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' The Indians generally fct but a Wcrhtwig to- 
»wards the end of Odober. Thie JUihamons go 
fixty, eighty, andfometimes an hundred leagues 
from their villages, and they take their v^ole fa- 
milies with. them into their piraguas: they do 
not return till March, which is the time of low- 
ing tlieir corn-grounds. They bring "badk many 

" furs, and ,a great quality of dried /lelh. When 
they ^rie returned into their villages, they regale 
their friends, and make prefents to the Old men, 
who hav<e not been ^ble to go with them, and , 
have kept in the huts during the jtime of the 
great hunt* 

Thefe nations have lingular methods of catch- 
ing the roe^deer ; an Indian takes the head of a 
roe-buck, anddries.it; he then carries it with 
him into the woods, where he covers his back 
with the Ikin of this animal, he puts his hand 
into the neck of the dried head, taking care tcJ 
put little hoops under the (kin to k^ep it firm on 
the hand ; he then kneels down, and in that at- 
S a : .titude,^ 



jrapes occafion the wars anmug iheiifftttnt tabts j $dt they 
fight not for knd, having^n^re.of ^t ^m^ they cw^iiUi- 
vate* It is a capital crime among the^Indi^s to carry off 
another man's wife; if it is the Cacique's wife, the whole 
nation is4>bligcd to avenge the affront offered to their ckitrj^ 
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titudc, mimicking the voice of thcfc creatures, 
he (hews the head 5 the roc-deer are deceived by 
it, and come very near the hunters, who axe 
fure to kill them. 

There are Indians who, ty means of this ftra- 
tagem, have deftroyed four hundred roe-deer in 
one winter^s hunting. They employ very riigh 
tfie fame trick to get the Wild tiirkies in the 
woods •, fome of them put the fkins of thefe 
birds on their fkouiders, and on the heads a bit 
ot fcarlct or other red .cloth, which is agitated 
by the wind, and whilft the birds look at them, 
their comrades kill them with arrows -, they do 
not ufe fire-arms, for fear of frightening them, 
and whilft there are any turkies on a tree, they 
continue to fiioot them with great diexterfty; 
thefe birds are commonly foolifli enough to ex- 
pert the return of their fellows who fell down.; 
the Indians have often treated me with thefe 
birds, and 1 found them excellent during au- 
tumrn 

The Indians are likewife very dextrous fifhef- 
ftieni ; they neither employ hboks nor nets ; they 
take, reeds, which arc very common along the 
fides of rivers^ dry them near the fire, or in the 
fun-^fhine, fh^rptn one end like a dart, and faff- 
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cn a cord made of tfee bark of a tree, to the 
other end 9 - when they are upon the lakes in 
their canoes, they throw this dart ot harpoon 
into the water at the fifh, and draw it up again 
by means of the cord ; others fhoot the fifli with 
a bow and arrows, and when they have wounded 
a fifh, it comes to the furface of the water. 

Before I have done widi the jMhamons^ I 
ihould not forget fo tell you, that in JuLy^ when 
their harveft begins, they have a great ftaft. 
That folemn day they pafs without eating; they 
light a new fire forphyfic, as they cdl it, or jug- 
gling^ after which they take a purge; and c^er 
to their Mdnitou the firftlings of their fruit : 
they finilh the day in religious dances. . 

This nation has iikewife jugglers or quacks ; 

I ftiall relate to you a vcfVy drdll adventut^ which 

happened to mq with oiie of them. As I was 

gpiog up the mcr of jSliiamons^ a quack and 

juggler came to (cttm-mth kveml liidians,' 

^ men:and. won\en. ife:a(ked flir fome brandy, 

I gave him a bottle full of it^^ which- he drank 

with his companions. He afked me for fome 

more," but I told him I had no more; he would 

not believe me, and feeing tl^ he *cpuld ^ot 

get any^ thing, he thought he would intimidate 

S3 me. 
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me, hf telling, mc he was a ihagician, and would 
pra£^f(f ' phj!^;^ ^gAin& nie, if I gave him na 
t^randy v i* e^: he womW erti:hant my boat^ fo 
that it couidxHOt proicepA. ' 1 %o\d him I feared, 
him nflt J t^at I w^s *• phyfigian myfel£- This 
tford.aftpniJhcd my ^\?erfary> - . • \ 

This pretended magician told me to fhew him 
. the eSe6te'*Sf my art^iil/aofwered, fiiak he ought 
to bi^iii^ t^iH he replied thatdb flioufd da k be^ 
ingr^ftf8*>g^^i> 9i lai^^ after mahy debates, I 
l^glP ;$a -sa^k^ ridJcutou? gelkires, and.Io<dced 
Intoa bq^i whieh; tfee jpgyer, imderfbuod no- 
t^flg ^.i. I' bid himo^etire, and leave ifie afcne, 
i^ beiftg ikft: cwftom df the jugglers, <bf ivWch 
means they.<?Qnc:cal. tbcir.impoftuce^^ from the 
other Indians* I had the ikin of a tyger-cat, 
the fleih^fii(^ k^hts q£ wbieh had been:^extdu5led 
tbrpjigh.^ri tiiv^ifioh in -tibe neck ^ I gwei this 
fkin to the In^iafl qWick4.;teUjng himi tp rd^e 
IDS, fight, .and:,make,#fe <;ret6ure go atout, He 
^nfwefed, that hp cjoiqjd not^o ic^ i foe^ faid I^ 
thqu^gfian^re npVi^e in this art, I fhaH-per- 
forra^t.^ ; ;,, v -.: • '•^- ' '"■■.- '>'^ . " 

• : . ' ^ "^^^ 

* This is an exprefTion which the Indians majce ufe of, 4^- 
po^Ag the applicadon of thdf 'fUght-of-hand tricks, an<^ 
griq*a«?C5 Jujfijftded for to nialie tl^eir •countrymen believe A^ 
they aje magicians pr conjurorsj* 
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I muftprevioufly inform ybu, that, inmylafl: 
iroyage, f brought with ttio from France enamelled 
^ycsr, -whkh pctfe6i\y imitated the natural eyes ; 
a thilig which the Iftdian^'^here had never feen ; 
Ifaftened them with the refm of firs, in the? 
|>Iace of th&fe which Wef6 wanting in the fl<in, 
into which I afterwards put and confined a li- 
ving fquirrel, with its head towards the neck of 
the fyger-cat ; a foldier whom I had inftnifted 
"wa^ quite ffeady with i club ; every thing being 
thus prepared, I opened the door of the cabin, 
and the Indians advanced, with the juggler or 
i|uack do£tor at thefr head. I held the cat in 
ihy arms, an4 the fquirrel jumped about in it, 
whiA immediately furprlfed my prctehded ma- 
gician ; he cried out that I was a true ph^ician 
or forterer, becaufe I had brought to life, refto- 
red to fight, and made dead cats walk. When 
' the other Indians had well confidcred it in my 
arms, I let it go on the ground, pricking the 
fquirrel with a pin, which made it run with the 
cat's Ikin towards the fpe£tators, who thought 
it would devour them ; they went backwards, 
and the women, through a natural fear, ran 
from my. boat, declaring that I was a forcerer. 
I then ran to my tyger-cat, fceming to be vcr 
/y angry with it, I quickly took out the fquirrel 
and the glafs-eyes, then pi*elling the teeth in the 
34 cat's 
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cap?s head againft my ftoiji^h, I cried out al if 
^he creature had bit me, flinging it on thi ground 
immediately } the foldier whom | had arpied 
with a club, fti;ikes at the rqviycd tygex-cat, in 
order to Jfill it for haying revolted againft its; 
mafter^ and fpr having beea willing to attack 
re^ men, who w^re our frie;ids and allie$. 

After this comic fcene, I gavg th? ^in to the 
Jndian juggler, and defircd him to n^ake it re-- 
vivc as I h^d done. He owned, that my art; 
was ahoye the reach of his. I then bid* him en-, 
chant my boat to prevent its going on ; but he* 
anfwered, that one phyfician againft ajiother 
could do nothing; that I was his matter ir^the 
^rt, and he an ignorant fellow *. All the fa- 

yages, 

* The I^di^is repofe a gi^eat confidence in dieir doftors ; 
tjie juggler's hut is covered with furs, with which he covers 
and drefTes himfelf. |ie go^s in quite naked, and begins 
with pronouncing fome words which no body understands ; 
they are, as he fays, to invoke the Spirit ; after that he 
rifes, cries, agitates himfelf, appears quite frantie, and 
gets into a profound fiveat f/ 

The hut (hakes, and the fpeclators believe it is done 
through- the prefence of the Spirit ; the language which he 
fpeaks on this occafion, has nothing in common witli the or^ 
dinary Indian language ; it is nothing but the ravings of a 

hot 



h 
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vagcs who were out upon the winter hunt along 
the river, brought me previfions of roe-deer 
and turkiesy that I might begin again to play 
off my trick; but for fear of being difcovercd> 
and to prefer vc my reputation, I faid I coul4 

not 



hot iihagination, which thefb quacks have impofed upoii 
their countryman as a divine lanjg^uage ; thus the mo^ cun* 
n}ag people have always deceived the J^fb 

+ The heathen nations in the Ruffian empire have exaMy 
fuch jugglers or conjurors as are here defciibed. In the gOr 
vernment ofCazan are the Tcheremiffh^ tht ^cltuwa/kes^ and- 
the Wotiaksf three nations ; the firft of which call their con- 
jqfofs Mufltattj the fecond Yommas or Tymmns, and the tWrd 
fona or Tuno ; they are of both iexes, and make |he fam^ 
grimaces as thefe American jugglers. In Siberia the Tun--, 
gufiy the Ta^uiff and Ae By rati, call their conjurors SAa^ 
mans, and they perform the fame tricks, and makemanf' 
a])tic gedures at their pretended cpnjui^tioi|3. Their dreft 
is pn thefe occaiions likewife very remarkable, fopietim^ 
ornamented with the fangs and talons, of beafts an4 ^^ds oC 
prey, fometimes hung with fuch a terrible quantity of fcve- 
i-al pieces of iron, as will both make the robe very heavy, 
and caufe a great rattling noife at the lead motion of the 
conjuror's body^ The more we go e^ in. Siieria, Ac more 
common |s this kind of conjurors, and the more drildng is . 
the Ukcneis between the favagc inhabitants of North Ammca^ 
and the favage Nomadic nations of the north-eaft parts of 
JJiut Some more hints^ of this fimilanty are pointed out in 
a note to KalnCs Travels intq Nortl^ America^ vol* IH. 
p. 126. F. " 
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not rdo it ov«-;9gaifi, left, (pme ow o£ th^m 
Ihojild be devoured by the revived ojeature, and 
the better to convince them, I fhcwed them the 
HKurks of the animal's tpeth .Ptf my ftomach. 
They thefi approved very much of what I had 
faid) and thanked me for int^refting myfelf fo 
much for them^ as to expofe myfelf gcneroufly 
to prevent the furious revived tyger-cat from 
killing theif women and children; theyadded> 
that I had dono well to reduce it to its lifelefs 
Aate, in order to make it an example to others, 
btcaufe ft was j3tn evil fpirit ; thefe poor people 
ivg^rd the Fxench as fupematural mem 

It is iometimcs dangerous to be a doftor ; for 
i? fome one dies among the Indians, they attri- 
bute his, death to the phyfic, and not to the in- 
ciHi^le\difp©fitioft» of the patient ;^ thejiefore I 
wotildl never advife any body to abufe the ere- 
dltfky of thcfe'people. I likewife told them, that 
Iince I had beeil t^itten I had abjUrated the office 
of'aji^agicia^i, a^d that I knew no other phyfi-. 
ciap'.tha»rthe M^ernf.Ufe^ whofe aid tl^y ought 
to impforo5 that' he^ was as much the father of 
the rcA men as of the white men, who are their ' 
dder brothers. 

The 
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The pretended rcflifrc6Kan of my tyger-cat, 
however, gave me great repumion among tkc 
quacks or jugglers o£ this coantry, and even 
anrong thofe of Spanish Florida^ whofe natural 
curiofity led them to pay me a viik ; they joint- 
ed the Allibamons doftors, and- begged me txii 
perform the fame, piece of le^rdemahi which I- 
Ijad done on my voyage : I told them, 1 was* 
fbrry that I couW not fatisfy their xuiiafity, bt^ 
caufe I had ft ruck the.poft * j/howerery that I 
might not /end them away difcontented, I told 
them, that\thrir prcfrnccjwayviiy agreeable to 
me, that die Grand Chiefs at the French and^^che' 
father of the Indians was conteniwi with chciij 
nation, and with them in particular ; that the 
do^fs having more knO-Wlfed^thart tfce oth*s,. 
both* intlieart of curing the fick, and- in tBeif 
z^ar tdwai^^iiifp5!*ing their caiffltrymen with^fr^ 
delity and ili(tedfli1'p for the French, it was ori 
that confid^fation 1 coftte onf purpofe to bring- 
them -a \pre(erit,c which was*' the word of thciir 
jfi^heriv andth^t M. y*^<ff^/^1?aa ordclrs ffdm th«ip 
^ov^i^nior t^ divide it among theffn. 

, I fiirthcr iold them; that! » I w^glid tti gi?t* 
acquainted with them^ and to cofive^fe with- 

them> 

* The Indian manner of fvvearing is to ftrike againft a poll- 
with a club, 
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them, I wifhcd they would tell me their proper 
nftmes« As thcfe peof^e are neither baptifed 
noar circumcifcd, they commonly take t hename 
of fome animal, fuch as be^r, wolf, fox, &c. 
The gravity which I afFedted, in order to com- 
mand the refpe£t of thefe Indian dofbors, made 
them aflc me, whether I wrote their names in or- 
der, to give an account of them to their father, 
by means of the fpeaking paper ? to which I 
anfwered, that it \ras for that very purpofe. 

When I hid written down their names, I 
feitoetimes niade ufe of them in x>rder to pafs for 
atfoctune-rtelkn 

I ftiut myfelf up in.the hut of oReof thedocr 
tors, and a foldier, p whofn I h^ told the 
cumber of le^ter^ wWfh compofed.each nanie, 
put his hand o;^ the Ihoulder of the juggler, 
lUid^with a little ro4ftruckhiin as many times as 
thw were letters: in , his rname-, I b^H^ within 
^Uy guefled what man my fqldi^r .Uid bis hands, 
upon ; and fo on with all the reft. They couldj. 
not comprehend how I could guefs fo well with- 
out fijeing them, and they owned that it wont 
beyon4 their im^ination. 

The 
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The &eur GodeaUj chief fuigeoa and keeper 
of the magazine at the fort of AUibamdnSy had al-, 
ready before me pr^difed phyfic in the prcfericc 
of the Indians, who were looking at a little 
phial full of mercury j after looking at it with 
^attention^ they told him they wilhcdto have it. 
He faid he would give it them, but that he 
.wanted the phial ; he poured out the quickfilver 
immediately on the ground, and bid them uke 
it up; they could never do it, for it rolkd 
away on all fides 5 the aftoniflied favages called 
it a fpirit which divided itfelf into feveral parts, 
which bejng^cpUeaed togethe;- formed only one 
body \ but their aftonilhment was much greater 
when the Sieur Godeau took up all the mercury 
with a card, and put in the phial again, in their 
prefence, which none pf them had been able to 
do. This furgeon did more, he poured ^j«^- 
fortis upon it, which diffolVfed it, arid made it 
difappear entirely ; fince that time the Indians 
have revered him as a great dodon 

M. de Montheraut has put the command of the 
fort of the Altibamons into the hands of M. Au- 
herty who is adjutant of the fort Mobile. I take 
the liberty to write to the governor, in order to 
reprcfent it to him with all refpeft, that being 
the fenior officer of that gentleman, I could not 

ftand 



Digitized by LjOOOIC 



270 TRAVELS THR617GH 

ftand here \inder his orders; that hcf might not 
be further obliged to do any fcrvicefii foreign to 
his iiindion *, rfic King's order concernmg that 
particular bciBg very explicit ; that as our infti- 
tudon is founded upon honour, I fhould think 
I w<Mald derogate from that ij^ich I had acqui- 
red in the King's fervice, if !4id not make the 
4>bfervations of a fc^ier, whofe zeal for the fer- 
vice he knows 5 ' that it was very natural for me 
to think, that by this confideration he would 
think hinjfelf obliged to let mc enjoy the emolu- 
ments annexed to my place, otherwife I fliould 
beg him to recall me to New OrkanSy that I 
might feize the firft opportiinity 6f fettihg out 
for Europe, where I Ihould have the pleaftire of 
affuring you that I am, S I JR, &c. 

AttheMibamons^ the %d 
of May 1759. 

P. S. I 



* I muft, however, do M. Auhert jnftice; ,hjB ias Ind 
Ihe command of the fort at the Allibanwns to my jprejudice^ 
\vx I muft praife the re^jard he has had for me, in ofFering 
io4ivide the audiority, and to live upon -die footing of a 
fijend with me. 
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P." S. 1 have forgot to memion tt) you a vific 
which the emperor of the Kawytas has paid iHs >^ 
fome time after M. de Montberauf% departure* . 
As we had advice of it by a courier, i wait to 
meet his Indian majefly in onder to receive him 
at iavctt diftance from the fort. ^1 had pofted 
ibme foJktiers, who fired tbeir muflcets by way 
of figtud to die gunners tp fite the cannon ac 
the moment^ when the prince (kould put his hsnd 
in mine * : he was nw^unted on a Spanifli horfc^ 
with an £ngli& Addle, and vrith a houfing of a 
tyger's fkin^. 

This emperor marched gravely at the head of 
his atfiend wt5 ; I could Iwdly keep fiQrn laiigh- 
ing, on ieeii^ tall weU . Hfij^e naked men, 
painted with all kinds of colours, ibilow each 
other in a file, according to their rank, like io 
many Capuchift friars. 

The Indian prince appeared enr^tureci with 
the honours that were jfcewn him; he had 

" nqver 

■■ I " ) I ■ I r I , i , r 

* The Indians are i^thofit comptjoveots «id c^mioaic^ 
they laugh at our bo\V5» or method of i*alut^i^ With th« 
body bent, and the fbo( advanced ^rmxi.% or ^^trcated 
backwards. 

t American leopard. -•^'OiW^Ji^ - 
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never feen cannons^ and called them great 
mufkets^ 



Ht wctre on his he^d a creft of black pldiiicS % 
his 'coat was fcarlet, with EngUjh cufFs on it, 
aqd bcfet with tinfel lace ; he had neither waift- 
coat nor breeches^ but only an apron made of a 
bit of fcarlet eloth^ which was taken up be-^ 
tween the thighs and fattened to his git-dle* Un- 
der his coat he had a white linen Ihirt; -his feet 
were covered with a kind of buflcins, df tanned 
roe-deer Ikins, which were died yellow. As te 
was a young man, of eighteen or nineteen yearss 
did, his nation had appointed a noble and wile 
old man as a regent ; he held a fpeech in his fo^ 
verdgn's name* and he ptefented the (ialUmet of 
peace to M. Auherty who told hint after the firft 
compliments were over, that he fbouH go to reft, 
it being the cuftom among the Indians, npt to 
fpeak of political affairs till the next day, in or- 
der to have time to make reflcftions. 

The Sieur Lauhhie^ the king's interpreter, 
tranflated the difcourfe of the regent, who like- 
wife afted as the emperor^s chancellor, ; he did 
toot fail to call to mind the great fervices which 
his late ftthtr had done to the French, arid thae 

them. 
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the foil had alwiys been willing to come to fee 
thenif in order to renew the friehdftlip, which 
had never ccafed to exift; between hi§ patipn and 
ours, and to fmok^ the fame caluraiet with 
them. 

It is triie, his jpredeceflbif always was in viola-* 
bty attached to M. de 6ienviUe^ .and the. latter^ 
granted that Clique the title of 'emperor on 

Mat account.' 

« 

. The gover4lor Rkewifc cjjefired to bring all the 
tribes of Mtihfnons tp acl^?K>wledge the emperor" 
ds their grand chief; 6ut they refufed it;%ing^' 
that it was quite fufficient that evet*y vill^e was 
fubjefted to a chief: in a word, thcfy would 
diange nothing in their form of govern^ 
ipcnt. 

iThe emperor, his regent, his chief of waf 
or general, his dpftor or juggler* and his hired 
lervant appeared at ten o'clock in th^ morning 
before our commander, where we all were 
dreffed in our uniforms in order to compofe a 
kind of court for him. As to the e9iperor, his 
iixiperi^ habit wk% tas better this day than 
that of his attendantsj for they all were 

Vol* L T drcfled 
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drefled ts Adam was in the terreftrial para- 

difc *. 

Tills young prince had a noble fhapc, and a 
handfome appearance; he was fpiightly and 
graceful ; during his ftay here he has been 
treated at the king's cxpence. . As he was ,of 
my (ize, the governor of the fort begged me" to 
give him a blue coat, and a gold laced waift- 
coat, a haf with plumes, and a fhirt with laced 
ruffles. • 

M. j&hrt likewife made foriie trifling prefchts 
jto this American prince, and to the officers oF 
his court, at the kingV e)^pericc, and fent diem 
home very well fatisfied. ^ _ 

Thcirxountry is fituateid between Carolina and 
Eajl Florida^ eallward of Mobile ; thefe people 
have never been conquered by the Sfaniard^y wJ?o 
are become their declared enemies. The Empe- 
ror always dined at M/i&^^r/'s' table; with hia 
regent. The Others had not the fame honour 

done 



'^ The coat which the emperor liad on when he artiVrf! ac 
the Ailibamons, h:k^ been given him by a capt^m in tht 
king of Great-Britain's army. He la|d i% by on this public * 
day, through political views, and in order to get one frpm 
the French. 
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^onc them, in orckr to infpire them with-st 
greater regai'd {ot ^.French officers^ IcnwH 
tell yoUj.thit tte fon of tbat noble Kav^ta^ 
whom the Frerich had. honoured with the pam- , 
pous title of emperor, w^ very much at a lofs 
the. firft - time he dined wkh tis. ; for he had ne- 
ver made ufe of a. fork before; therefore he 
looked at! us very, attentively, in order to imi-^ 
tate our way of eating. . His regciit had liot the 
fame patience, he took the breaft and back bone 
of W tiirk^ and lM"oke* it with his fingers, fay- 
ing, that the Mj/?^. c^/(/"^ had made them be- 
fore the knives and forks were made^ 

Towards the end of the repaft *e had a 
little farce with the Jiired ftrvant of the Empe- 
ror, who flood behind his Indian majefty dur- 
ing dinner; this fellow obferving that we eat 
muftard with our boiled nrie^ aflced M. ie Bou- 
din what it was that we fcemed to reliih fo 
much ; as this offiber fpe^ks the lar^us^e of the 
nation, having lived fort;y years among them, ^ 
he anfwered, that the French were by no means 
covetous of what they poffeflcd -, the Indian 
immediately took afpoonful of muftard, which 
being very ftrong, forced him to make many 
ridiculous contortions, which made his^ mafter 
|)urft out laughing ; his fervant was far from 
T 2 laughing 
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laughing •, for he thought he was poifpncd;! M- 
^ubm ordered a bottle of brandy to. be: broii]^t 
and bid him take a good dratigfa^ aiToring him 
4hat he would be cur^ imm^atdy. 

The Kawytas «e very i?cfertedr . : towaidt 
ftrangcrs in matters. of Religion ^ they never 
fpeak in public till they have rcflefljed fuffici* 
cntly on' what they are .^ing to lay. 

Thefc.peopi^ annually hold a geaerai aflbmWy . 
in die principal village of their nation ; there is 
a great hut for that purpofe, in whichicvcry one 
takes place according to his rank, and has a right 
to fpeak in his turn»*i according to his age, abi- 
liri^sz-wifdom, and the fcrviccs he has done his- 
country* 

The grand chief of tte. tribe opens the fefilon. 
ty a fpeech, which concerns the hiftory or tra*- 
dition of their country -, he tells. the military tu^ 
ploits of his anceftors, who have diftingyiflied' 
themfelves in defence of their country,, exhort- 
ing his fubjeds to imitate their virtues, in fup- 
portmg the wants and miferies of human Itfe 

with 



* The Indians difapprovc of the European haWt of ipcak- 
ing all toge^er in an ancmbl)v. ' . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LOUISIANA. 277 

with patience, and above all^ without complain- 
ing againft the Great Sj^irit^ who is the Lord of 
the life of every being here on earth ; and in en- 
during adverfity with courage, and laftly in fa- 
crificing every thing to the love of their country 
and of liberty •, it beingt a thoufand times more 
glorious to die as a man, than to live as a vile 
flave. 

• The chief having ceafed fpeaking, the oldeft 
among the nobles rifes, falutcs his Sovereign, 
and harangues with his body naked to his gir- 
dle ; he is all over in a fweat, on account of 
the heat which his aftion and declamation throws 
him into y his geftures are natural, and his me- 
taphors explain his mind : he perfuades his au- 
dience into a belief of all that he fays, by his 
eloquence, and the excellence of his difcourfe. 
Nothing is more edifying than thefe al&mblies 5 
you hear no prattling, no indecency, no ill- 
rimed applaufe and no immoderate laughter 
there. The young men are very rcferved and 
attentive to hear the words of the old men, be- 
ing perfuaded that it is for their good. 



T 3 L E T- 
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LETTER XVII, 

To the fame. 

The Author leaves -the AUibamons. His Naviga- 
tion in the River of Tombekbe. How he ef- 
capes the voraciottfnefs of an Alligator. He meets 
with a Party of revolted Chaftaws, ancl brings 
them to their Duty again. He returns to 
Mobile. 

SIR, 

K)l^y^7k N S T E A I? of an anf^er to tl^e letter 
^ I <S> which I had wrote to the governor, I 
j^){(^^ received an order at the AUibamons %o 
po to Mobile, and ferve there under the orders 
of M. de Velky the king's lieutenant in that 
place ; thus in (lead of going to France as I had 
fold you, I have got orders to command a con^ 
yoy of provifions and ammunition tp the fort 
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Tombekbey which is fi'tuated on a river of the fame 
name, this ftation is about ten legues from tlie 
nation of ChaSiaws^ I have followed my inftruc- 
tions with the greateft exaftnefs, and to the en- 
tire fatisfaftion of my fuperiors ; the, letters 
and certificate which I can Ihew up, are proofs 
of it. 

I left Mobile on the 20th of Auguft 1759, 
with three boats, in which were foldiers and 
Mobile Indians : the latter offer themfelves to 
help the French in rowing, for fome trifle or 
other which is given them. 

You embark in the river Mobile^ and after go- 
ing up about fifteen leagues, you come to a place 
Cd\[tdi\2L Fourche (i. e. the fork) that is the junc- 
ture of two rivers which fall into the Mobile^ 
viz. the river •of Jllibamonf and the river Tom- 
lekbe-y I entered into the laft on the 27 th of Au- 
guft, in order to go up to the fort ; * wc were in 
the fine feafon, and I had chofen a very proper 
place for a camp on the banks of a river j the 
Indians having had good fuccefs in filhing there- 
abouts, made me a prcfent of a barbeU a fi(h 
of about four feet long, which they commonly 
dry^ The weather being fair, I did not chufe 
to pitch my tent, but only fat down by myfelf 
T 4 upon 
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ppon a kind of plat-form covered with green 
fods, which overlooked the rivcxTf thinking that 
place the moft convenient for reftiqg : I fpread 
the bear's ikin taken in my pretended govern-? 
jnent, and wrapped myfelf up in my tent, cover- 
ing my face with it, becaufe the vapours at night 
are dangerous in this feafgn j this little nicety 
was near cofting very dear to me as you 
fliallfee. ^ 

I had put my fifh at my fbet, left it.fhould 
be ftolen j but it happened wxufc. I had al- 
ready flept for a whole hour very quietly, for 
the inhabitants of thefe parts are our allies and 
friends, when all of a fudden, I found myfelf 
carried away by an extraordinary force, I awoke 
immediately, believing fome one was playing mc 
a trick ; I affvire you I never was more fright-r 
ened, and I bclive that a thing of left confe- 
quence will often hav? the fame effed; I 
thought the devil was carrying me off. I called 
for help, and the people believed that I was 
dreaming, or a vifionary-, but how great was 
my furprife when- I awoke. I faw an alligatop 
^ (crocodile) of above twenty feet long * •, he was 

com^ 

♦ His iize ft-ightened me, and I was likewife infefted witl^ 
t}}e bad fmell of n^ulk which that aninjal carries with it. 
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come out of the river'iti the calm of nighj, and 
voracious as thefe creatures are, being attraftcdi 
by the barbel which lay at my feet, he greedily 
fc& i^oa it, and carrying it to the riv?r he took 
flip along by the corner of the tent in which I 
|iad wrapt ttiyf^^ up* I had time enough left 
to get out of ijc at the border of the precipice; 
and (o efcaped with the fright. I oniy faved the 
bear's Ikin, which I never leave now. This 
ifcry, plain as it is, may pa(s for a prodigjr 
#mong thofe who love the marvellous. 

The CoUap^0S and Wanchas^ two little In- 
dian i>ati0Hs, which live atiove i^ew Orleans^ 
ftght with the crocodiles, or alligators, in the Wa- 
^r in the f<!>llQ\ying manner. 

One takes a piece of h^rd wood, or of irott^ 
and Iharpens it at both ends ; he takes hold of k 
in the middle, ftini fwims with that one arm eK^ 
tended. The alligator advances with his mouth 
open, m order to dcyour the arm of the Indian, 
^ho thrufts in bis hand in which ihe holds the 
piece of wood, and the alligator pierces both 
his jaws through with it, can neither open nor 
0)Ut his mouth again, and is brought on fhore, 
by jhc Indian 5 tl^ey often take this diverfion ; 

and 
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and the negroes of Guinea or of Senegal do the 
fame. 

After going up about Rxty leagues between 
forefts and mountains which confine the rivef, 
we (net with fuch low water, that we went 
obliged to unload all the good^,, and hide them 
in the woods ; I only left the provifions and am- 
munition in the boat, and gave them all my at- 
tention. I never was in a more difagreeable fi- 
tuation ^ we were obliged to draw the boats for 
upwards of fifteen leagues ; Fput myfelf at the 
head of the foMiers and Indians, and drew at 
.the cord, in order to fet them an example. 
You may judge of my uneafinefs, if you will 
confider that during, this piece of work, it would 
have been eafy to defeat and to plunder us. I 
xnet a party of revolted ChaSlawSy going to the 
Englifh ; I exhorted them to return •, they 
crofTed the river in a place, called in their lan- 
guage TaJkaUmffas^ which fignifies the white 
mountain * s their chief, whofe name is Mingo 
HowmaSj had the infolence to pretend he could 
oblige me to give him brandy ; he even was au- 
dacious enough to lift his hatchet over my head. 

On 



• It IS a kind of marie or chalk which would be of great 
value in Europe. 
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On this occafion, I told him I was a true man^ 
that i feared not death, that I had given up my 
body *, and was willing to die, being perfuaded 
that if he killed me and rgy warriors, who 
were bi|t f^w, the grand chief of the French, 
beyond the great lake, would revenge my blood 
. pn their nafton, by (ending as many warriors 
there, ^ th^re gre leaves on the trees, 

Thefe men were furprifed at my refolution-, 
they faid, *' That I was a man of valour ; that I 
*' made them recover their wits which they had 
^? loft in forming the deteftable defign of leaving 
" their father's hand, but that they hoj^d I 
^' would' forget what was paft, becaufe I was 
t' very good/* At the end of this harangue, 
they prefented the calumet of peace to me, 
which I accepted on condition that I fliould 
fmpke with ^ new fire out of it, to fignifyan 
eternal oblivion pf what had paft, and a reno- 
vation of the alliance with the ChaSawSy chil- 
dren of the grand chief of the French. To 
convince them that I would forget the paft, I 
told them . that the fire would be produced of 
itfclf. 



In 



P J hat is, devoted myfelf to die for my country. 
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In my laft voyage from JRrance I took with 
tnc a little phial of phofphorus j I put feme of 
this powder into the calumet of peace, and 
looked up to th^iky in pronouticing fome words 
addrefled to the 'Great Spirit ^ in the mean time 
the phofphorus being expofed to the air, fet fire to 
the tobacco, which fui^ifed, riot o«ily the In- 
dians, but even the Frenchmen who were with 
me, becaufe they had never fcen the experiment 
tried with this powden 

After this myfterious ceremony, I made thefe 
people prefents of Tome European trifles, an4 
tgave their diief a bottle df brandy, for it is 
cudomary among the Indians, that when you 
treat with them, you muft ^ive fomething to 
confirm your words. Then they all ihook hands 
with me, and went back to their village, 
They told me, they were afliamed of their 
fooHlh conduit, and we feparated, fatisfied wid^ 
each othen 

Some tin^ after thisadventure> the raiiis were 
<b frequent, that they fwelled the water in th^ 
river very much. 

As I had difpatched an Indian to M* de Cka^ 
heru governor of Fort ^ombekie^ he fent me- a 

detachment 
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detachment commanded by Kf. de Chbaretj a ve-«^ / 
ry fk^vd officer, who was of great fervicc to mc 
on this occafion^ by bringing me re&efhments 
for my foldiers, who hadr hardly any provifions' 
kft. 

Our Kiropean coxcombs, • wJio* carry mirrors^ 
toilets; ni^t-gowns, &c. with them, would be 
looked upon as women by the Indians, andnoc 
as chiefs of the warriors : they would not diftini-- 
guilh themfelves in thofe campaigns, where they 
muft endure the exceflive heats of the fummer, 
and the rigours of winter, lie on the bare ground, 
and expofe themfelveS to all thfe changes of wea- . 
ther, in order not to be furprifed by the Indians* 
Ts/b.Braddocky general of New England in 1755, 
made- the fatal citperimwit, when he came to 
take For^ du ^ene •, he was maflacred with his 
whole army at fomc diftance from that place, 
by a fmall number of Prench, and fome faithful 
Indians j led by brave Canadian and European^ 
ofEeerSj who did wonders of bravery in this 
aftion. 

At laft i happily arrived at 'Fort Tomhekhe ott 
xht 25th of September, after going a hundred 
leagues by water, without feeing a fingle habita- 
tion. Every night we are obliged to camp in the 

woods. 
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woods upon the banks of the river ; but the ' 
gneateft inconvenience are xhtMu/kities or Ma- 
rif^oms, a kind of gnats which are infupportable ^ 
in Louijiima. In order to be friee from them, we 
put gieat reeds into the ground, and bent them .. 
over like arches ; we then covered them with a 
linen tdtorfi, and laid down a beai^s ikin as a 
matrafs. All the .voyages made by people of 
the colony are. done, in the fame manaer by wa-. ' 
teiv ' 

After going on ftore to camp, the cwximand* .. 
ing officer ihould always tfik^ pare to appoint a . 
gu^rd, and to place fen tineb in the woods to 
prevent furprifes. The ojfRc^^ ought always to 
be very careful in chufing an advantageous fitu-/ 
ation for his camp, fuch as anJOe or .a cape. 

If the Sieur D * f *. had uken thefe precau- 
tions, when he was fen t to the lUinois by M. i^ 
Bienville^ in 1735, with a boat laden with gun-, 
powder, in order to carry on the war with the,. 
Chickjawsy he would not have been furprifed, as 
he was, by a party of warriors of that nation. 
It may be afferted, that the negleft of that offi- 
cer has been no lefs fatal to us, than the mean- 
nefs, ignorance, and avidity of the governor of 
the fort of the Natchcs j this boat laden with 

powder. 
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powder, being taken hj tht Chickfa^vSj ferved 
them to carry on the war againft us for above 
thirty years, and caufed the death of mauy^ 
brave men, and the lofs of many millions of , 
money to the king. 

The following is, in a few words, the man-, 
ner in which M. D * * * Was furprifed and ta- 
ken prifbner. One day when it blew a norfh^^ 
wind, he was obliged to bring his boat to the 
fhorc, and fo encamped thereon, in ^rder to, 
wait for better winds. He went out hunting, 
and his foldiefs did the fame in imitation of - 
their chief 5 h\xt the Ckickfawsj who had follow- > 
ed and Watched them for a long while, took the* 
boat with the gun-powder, and made all the 
Ibldiers in it prifoners. When M.I)'^** re- 
turned from hunting, he was inverted and taken- 
as his foldiers had been •, but the Indians, con- 
tented with their capture, and having loft none 
of their people, granted them their lives ; M, 
D * * * had the good luck to efcape, and re-^ 
turned to New Orleans. 

When one is on a journey, he fhould always ' 
have an Indian fcout to go before him, both for 
the fake of reconnoitring the enemy or prevent- 
ing furprifes, and likwife for finding out game. 
'^ If 
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It happened to me as I Was g6frfg up tht river- 
dt tombekbey that I was in want of provifions, 
bbt Proviacncc fupplied it viflbly. The In- 
dians, who- arr like ferrets in^ the wc*6ds, came' 
to give me advice that they had liiadfe 'a good' 
difcovery ; they found the neft of a great eagle, 
called the rsyaJ^agk * ; as the tree 6h which this 
•.: ' """ ' ^ '' '• * 'heft' 



♦ The eagl^ her^ called* 4^ r^ i^rf^l^ iif^^Ulh- A*> 
GoUen Ea^Ie, Fenn. Br, ZooL p» 6i . tab^ A. lUid in 8yo vol^i, . 
p. 121. Faleochryfaetos, Litin, and. Le grand aigle royaJ,^ 
Pkthchcs enlttmn(es\ tab. 410. Ml-; Peiinant relates,' froiii" 
5«i]fi'a Miftory oF Kerry, <' That a poor iA& in that coiratjr^ 
" g^ acomfoi^b|e iubfi&jnfsB-fojHrfilnllj^ dntli^t 
**nier of famine,, out of an eagle's xieft^ by r^bb^grJthQCftr' 
*• ^lets of the |bod the^ old ones" brought." This laibiae, 
meafure confirms our a^thor^s account, M. Buffon, ^ in his . 
IS^. natureUe des otfeauxy i2mo. edit. vol. i. jp. 117.. at*' 
tacks M. &2JSrnv#; fdrhavingrelated theaccoSnt'hegot from ' 
a friend, ^whc^fkuni ihtn firmg tagUfi t^^hkMnd-in a ne/ft ' 
/xi^ hei'w£en. fnva rods. M. Je Buffont tho6gh a gr«?at natiit^ 
ral hiftorian, is frequently fubje^ to li^ve his p^uliar ospf'\ 
nions, which hr defends againft all fa6^ proving die c^ip- , 
trary : and, by his eloquence, he explains away the ftrong- 
eft arguments ; and invalidates even fads, in fo n^uch, that 
their ftrengjUi in proving againft hint d\^^ndles quite away. 
Our authorhad no peculiar Q{^nipn to favour ; he muft haN^ i 
known the bird^ which is not unconunon in France, an^ ; 
may be feen in the meuageries of the King and the nobility, 
and in various cabinets ; and therefore I tHink our author's 

account 
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heft w^s pliccd, wds a very tall one, they came 
for hatchets to cut it down ; they virere indeed 
AvcU paid for their troubkj for: they found a 
great quantity of^ganae of all kinds in the neft; 
fuch as fawns, rabbets^ wild tiorkies* grous-^ 
partridges, and wood-pigeons, there were four 
,eaglet§ in it, already pretty ftroftg -, thefe the In- 
dians took for. thenifelves, to the great forrow 
of dicir parents^ who would have picked out 
their eyes, if the Indians had not been ^med 
wich muflcets •, the jioi^' birds were quite furious, 
and the eagle is very juftly called the king of 
the birds on account of his intrepidity, but the 
balls did not fpare their ifcakhcbed majefties, who 
Vot, I. U fell 

: ■,rf;, .ii. m — ".■■i-.i ; iVi AUi ">.. ?.v;. '>■;' id', L u\i]u, ^ , 

accouftt a ftrohg proof agailift M. Bujghn*^ opinion, that the 
g(dden eagie has nd mc^ than two ^agkts, ftldom three^ 
'never four. This will be a waxning to all naturajifls, not 
toG^mach to rely upon the adertions of that Ffonch natural 
hii^orian, who,, with all his abilides, indulges too much 
^his opinions, in fpite of fads that are ajj^ft him. I 
know and ^acknowledge the merit of thii able ibologitt, blit 
is his fiae language, the £ne printii the vanity of the 
*Freacb nation, and the prcfent fafhionable taftc, hare pr^ 
cured 'him a hi^h reputation, it is no more than natural dx^t 
his authority fhould be deci(ive with many» who like rather 
iiglit Jummtr-rcaiing^ than the keavxnefs of a trilical difcuf- 
ildh in natural hiftoi^. I therefore though t^ that fuch a 
4iiAt might be ferviceable to thofe whom M. 4i Buffon wo«Id 
icwry a-ftray by his florid ftyljei F. 
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ftll the viiftiras of parental love. The;. Indiana 
told me^ that the gfeat Spirit fent us thck^pro^ 
vifions; indeed it was to be looked upon:^ a 
fMonna lent by Providence^ ivhich iavoured us 
in thcfc defarts, ^ 

I have received news here from New OrJ^m^ 
from whence my friends write, that etery thing 
is in great ronfulion there, on account bf m 
Bngiifli (hip which is arrived from Jifmaica.MVL 
fmuggling veflbl, oomm^ly called thercaostiMT- 
iirhpen « \ 

This ihip is called: th«s 2VM commanded by 
C^tain DiaS'AriaSj ' a Jew, born an . £i%lifh 

. &l^ea. The Ordonmfcur having, found, that it 
ought to be coc^fcatfd ^<:ording to ^e jorders 
of the marine, hasvfeized it for th^. Kii^'j*. ac- 
count*^ M. de^BtUdJk^ who is fort f;^^, and 
the govefnor^^ locum tehens^ has been rdqucftctftb 
aflift with the military for that purpofe ; but M. 
de KerUrec returning from Mobile^ has fuipended 
M. de BelUifle in the performance of lios func- 
^ns ; th^t governor afterwards has had M. di 
Rochemor^s fccretary taken up at dirce d^dtJfck 
in the morning, by a detachment of foi^ers, 
who, after breaking the doors and windows, 

.idraggcd him out of bed, and put him <m.boand 

a.v^ 
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a veflel, the deftiriatidri of which remains t!h- 
Ituovxi : upon i)xh H- de kachemor^ hgis feiK ix> 
the miniii:^, Monfieur dejf6hta$elkj tOff^v^Mt 
in the fuperior cotinciL 

When I Ihall be better ihformed of all that 
has happened there, I ihall impart it to you ; I 
write to the governor to grant me my recall to 
NtUf Orleans. 

I am, SI R^ &c. 

4t tomhekhi^ the i^ih^f 
,Septetn^er tj$^. 
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fn»; XI8C n 39C)^ r*. }^58C.|«~5^ )8CX r*| 
lnuN^ )sc^ InunI )e()BCkjNf imSiul n^ Siul 

LETTER XVIIL 

To the Same, 

Defcrtption of the Country of the Cbaftaws. Their 
tVars ; their Way of treating their Sick ; their 
Superjiitfon ; their Commerce ; their Plays of 
Exercife. Country of the Tchicachas or Chick- 
faws, our Enemies. 

S I R, 

j^lSCM"]^ Thought of fetting out from hence iiv 
Q I S two days, but the defire of knowing 
kJfiCSBCjrf the moft warlike and moft numerous 
nation of Louifiana made me change my mind \ I 
employ my leifure hours to defcribe what I have 
feen and heard of them. The ChaSaws are en- 
tirely the friends of the French *, they have given 
proofs of it under the governnient of M. Perrier^ 
when they were made ufe of to punifli the Nat- 

ehes 
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t^ who mafl&cred the Fr^h that were fettlad 
aifiong them. The court likewife annualiy 
makes them prefents to keep them in our intereft. 
This nation can bring four thoufand warriors in- 
to the ficW, who would march with pleafure. It 
would be very eafy, if it was managed as care- 
fully as it ought to be, to make them fing their 
longs of war, and ftir them up to • revenge us 
againft the Englijhy who are committing hoftili- 
ties in our pofleffidns in Canada ; thefe people 
might on occafion ferve us to great advantage, 
if they made incurfions into the Britilh colonics, 
cfpcciaily the provinces of Georgia and Carolina^ 
which are quite empty, aH their troops and the 
national militia having been fent to the liege of 
Quebec. Many brave officers of this colony, 
who fpeak the language of the Indians, fuch as 
M. de Rouvilky du Ttjfenetj and others, are eager 
to head fome parties of this nation, who could 
deftroy the crops oS our enemies, would pillage 
and burn their habitations, and give the alarm 
even to the walls of Charks-ttmn^ which might 
make a diverfion in favour of Canada. 

The CkaSlaws love, war, and are acquainted 
with ftratagems. They never fight in order, or 
ftand their grotmd, they only harrafs and teaze 
their enemies much, without being cowards -, 

y 3 fo^ 
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^ when they tcm& » dc^c ti)ga#taM% ^l^i^ 
figte very co(6Uy, Sc^mc of their >^wnai j^ % 
fattd of their ][itifi>ands i9 t& go if^to. ufae^ n^ 
iwiih them, Tbey ftand by their fides in t&a 
bittle» wiih a qmver fuU of arrows^ stad encou« 
rage . tbem concinu^ly by telling idi/eai^ !;ti)eyi 
ought not to fear their enemies^ but 4m at i^f 
msn* 

The Okaaaw$ are ycry, ftiperftitioyj^s jrtrhe^ 
t;hey gp to war they copfolt their MemiNi^'^ ^\m 
i^ carried by the clil«f% Tlwy always expofc. him 
to that fide wh^re tbey aye lo go towards. Jhe «c^ 
my, ap4 place im^ warriors as fenivid$ rduo<| 
Ikkn, They have fuQJi a veneuaMoo for him*< tfcaa 
jhey 4o net cat till the shief hi« give© him &ft 
Irisflwre, 

Duripg theepm%i>ianc(? of the wari tihty ftbey 
thf ir chief very ex^Jy ^ Ibut. as fopn aft they 1^7 
turn, they only cqnfider hifti j^cording tei the 
liberality witb which hf: fii%>of^ of hift pro* 
perty. 

It is 1^ cpftpm among, fchem^ that 'tfrhea the 
fhief Qf a party pf warrior^f has .got booty fyom 
fhf enemy, he muft diftribut* tt'ts> the ^yarriors, 
afjKi to the relatione of thofc wj»> have been kill- 
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Ai'in battle, ia^er, as^hey fay, to dry up theiP 
tears. The chief keeps nothing for himfclfj ck^ 
cept the honour of being the fupport of the na? 
tidrt. 

Intereft, which is the caufe of fo many crimes 
in thp old world, is unknown in the new world \ 
it is not without reaibn that the Cuba Indiani 
fatd^ Gold is die true God of the Spaniards, and 
we vaxA give it them in order to have peace. In 
Jbnerica we do not fee any of thofe men, whon) 
we C'dXiftewiges^ kill th^ir brothers in cool blood, 
or mdce ufe of falfe witnefles to undo them, in 
order to get their eftates. Thofe intrigues are 
unknown there, which are made ufe of to ac^ 
quire riches, by means unworthy of a human 
being. No wife poifons her hufband there, a« 
is done in Europe, in order to marry again^ 
There 4tre no women lafcivious or audacious 
enough, publicly to declare the impotence of 
their hufbands, as the European women do^ 
nor does any Cacique's wife get her hufband 
flrangled, as that Neapolitan princcfs did with 
,^icr*s, bccaufe he would not fatisfy her brutal 
paifion; iio girls there dcftroy their own off- 
fpri6g» io Vdcr to appear chafle in the eyes of 
ms^. The In^M; ^vomen abhor the CJiriftian 
girjswho fidlintojbat cafe-, they oppofe the 
y i). fxerccll: 
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fierceft wild bcaih to thenpi^ bccaiif^ tfaeyialfit 
great care of their young. 

If the chief 9f a party of Cka&awf doe$ .pot 
fuccecd in the war which he has undertaken, he 
lofes all his credit ; nobody has any truflL in his 
Command, and he is obliged to s:omc idow0 to 
the rank of a mere warrior. However, admire 
the variety of opinions among the difl^rent nir 
tions. It is no ihame, if> attjong thef? warlike 
people, a man turns his back upon the enemy. 
This defertion is attributed to a bad dream ; if 
the chief of a great party, having dreaint that 
he will lofe feme men, tells, his w^riprs that he 
has had a bad dreanni, they return imnacdiately 
.to their village ; as foon as they arrive there, 
they have rccourfe to phyfic, i. €. to juggler's 
tricks, which they employ on all occafions ; 
then they march towards the.eaemy^ and if they 
meet him, they kill five or £x of his men, and 
come home as content as if they had fubd^^cd ^. 
great empire. 

A general who (hould gain a vidory witlji- the 
lofs of many of his men, would be ill received 
by them •, becaufe they do not value a vidory 
when it is bought with the bloefd of ch^ir frienda 

and relappn^: thei;: chiefs arC'dwavs careful tft 

*■' *...... „ , ^ ^ ^ . ', 

prefers'e 
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pttfyrve their warriors, and never attack the ene- 
my unlefs they are fure of an eafy viaory, cither 
pn account of their numbers, or their advantage-. 
Qys lituatiOn ; but a^ their adverfflries are like-, 
wife cunning, and evade all the fnares that arc 
laid for them, it depends tl^n upon fuperior 
fineffe; therefore they hide themfelves in the 
twx)ds in day-time, and only walk at night ; if 
they ar^ not difcovered, they attack by break 
of day. As they are generally in a woody coun- 
try, he that goes firft fometimes carries a very' 
thick bufli befdre him, and as: they all follow 
each other in a file, the laft hides the marks of 
fihcir feet, by putting the leaves on the ground 
on which they went in order again, fo as to 
leave no veftiges that might betray them. 

The chief things by which they difcover their 
enemies arc the fmoke of their fires, which 
^ey can fmcU to a very great diftance, and their 
tracks or footfteJ)s, which they can diftinguifh 
in an incredible manner. One day an Indian 
■fhewed me, in a place where I had feen nothing, 
the footftepis of fome Frenchmen^ Indians^ and 
Negroes^ and the time when they had gone that 
way % I own that this knowledge is amazing : it 
inay well be faid, that when the Indians apply 
to any finglc things they excel in it. 
^' ' " ^ Their 
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Thtir art of war conffils, as y^ fee, in vlgl? 
Itnce^ attention to prevent forprife^ and m 4CU 
tack the enemy unprepared, in patienee aif^ 
ftrengtb t5 fupport hunger, thirft, the HgotHf 
of the weather, and the labours and. fatigues \t^ 
ftparable from war. 

He that has done a &ie a&ion carries tiie 
Icalp of hb dead enemy aa a trophy^ and gets 
the mark of it made on his boljr, then I^ 
BN>uriis for him, and during that dme, whkb 
hdh a month, he muft not cosnb himfelf ; ami 
when his head itches, he is only allowed to fo-atcb 
it with a little rod, which he ties ix) his wrifl: ^ 
idKit purpofe. 

The Chactofws and their wives are very mt- , 
cksmly^ living chkfly in places at a.diftance from 
rivers. They have no kind of religjpus fervice^ 
they live without troubling their he^ds with fur 
turity, and however believe that they have an 
immortal IbuK They have a great veneration 
for their dead, whom they do not bury. When ^ 
Cha3avs dies, his corpfe is expofed upon a bior, 
made on purpofe, of cyprefs. bark^ andpku^ 
on four pofts fifteen feet high. When thp 
worms have confumed all the. flefe, the whole 
family aflembles •, Ibmc one difinembers the (k^, 

Ipton, 
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ImMy and {ducks off aU the mvifcks, t)erp«fr 
and ten4(»i9 than ftill retmk $ they bury them 
Md depofit thjs iaones in a eheft, alto* colouring 
iJie head wtdi .vcrmiliioii. Hie >d«tioiw weep 
dwing this cercmofiy^ whidv is followed by ^ 
feaft, with which thofe friends are treated whti 
come to pay their compliments of condolence ; 
after that, the remains of their late relation are - 
jbaought tp thp common bwyiftg growid, and 
|mt in the jpiace where his asiceftor's bones were 
dcpofited. During the performance of thefc 
fed ceremonies, a deep fiteitce is obferved, they 
neither fing nor d^nce, and evtry one goes 
hooae weeping. 

In the fif ft days of November they celebrate! 
it great ftaft, which they caU the feaft of the 
dead, or of the ibuts; all the iamilies th^n go 
to the burying-groynd, and with tears in their 
eyes vifit thechefts which ccmtain the relics of 
relations, and when they return, they gire a 
^at treat, which finifhes the feaft« 

jft may be faid in praife of thefe -^)i»m^tf«/, 
jhat the friendfliip fubfxfting among, the relations, 
a thing uncommon in Europe^ is worthy of imi- 
tation. I have mentioned fome inftances of it ' 
|fhich excecjl thofc of antiquity. The mutual 

love 
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love of the Infant towards each other, iDcfinar 
them to aflift each other when they arc infirm* 
This fincerc love particularly fhcws itfclf in^the 
lail duties which they pay to their friends and re- 
lations by their tears and ^ief, ^even theil, when 
they exift no more. 

The Indians in general have a gpcat vene- 
ration for their dodors or jugglers, who are' 
real quacks, that itnpofe upon tlie people, and 
live handfo/nely at their expence. They have a 
great authority among the Indians^ and the latter, 
go to them upon every occalion for their adr 
vice; they confult them as oracles. When a 
ChaSlaw is fick, he gives all he has in order to 
be cured by them 5 but if the patient dies, his 
relatbns attribute his death to the phyfic, and 
not to his indifpofiuon ; and can confequently kill 
the dodor if they have a mind to do it * ; how- 
ever, this cafe fcarce ever happens, as they ge- 
nerally have an excufe at hand. Thefe dodors 
are, however, acquainted with feveral excellent 
plants for curing the difeafes common in their 

country; 



* There are, likewife, people in France^ who lay the 
death of their relations to the charge of t^ie phyfician, and 
refemble thi? Indians very much in j^eir .thoughts on tlus 

fjibjeft. 
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cocmtry v they know a certain remedy for the 
bite of rattle fnakes, and other poifonods 
animals. 

^ When ^Indians arc wounded with a b^ullet 

]0r an arrow, the doftors or jugglers begin with 

.lii^fki^ the wound of the patieat, and fpitting 

oyt th^ btood : they never bnploy lint^ or tents, 

ih their chirtigical operations ; but they have 

the powder of a root, which they blow into the 

-WiPund, to accelerate its fuppuration, aftd c4iey 

make ufe of another which dries and heals ijfj 

they preferve wounds from morafication, by 

bathing them with a decodion of fome roots, 

-which they kaow *. 

I When tliey ar^ tired and cxccIEveiy fatigued, 
after returning from awar; or ;froiti a htint, 
they ufe fweating in ftoves ^, as a rellorative. 

": : .. -./ .;: ' . -^ :'■- . - ' ; In 



^ M. ^ ^qfiu would have very mack obliged all the 
world, by making ufe of his influence over die Indians^ 
wllch he repeatedly meinioiis^. in oider to get from diem die 
knowledge of fuch plants as they emplc^ in dkeir feveral iSf^ 
eafes and aliments : this would have been really ufeful, and 
aproof of hishumaiiityandcitrioasin^Iries. F. 

f . Thefe ftoves are round hats,: bmit like ovens, in thv 
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la thefe bacbs tfaey boil 41 /cm of imedkittai 
and odoriferous he^bs, whofe dfesces and fiit^ 
rifing with the fteam of the water, eaixr kito 
the body of the affliAed perfon, and reftorcs his 
k>ft forces. This rcmodf u eqtwUy^goodfor 
abating and deOroyii^ aU kinds, of painSi '^f 
.courfe jott (pc no ^dian crfftfivd ^ddi tM g^'iAy 
the grave), and odier c&ftemperi ^vck we aft^ 
fulled to ip Eurc^^ but tihis may iikcwife bd 
attrikited. to their imqxmm bodily cvrerdfes. 
You jfee no ^ttcat Du&cioi bdiics dnere, lUir ^»fy 
great tuoioiucs under the dnn, facbas^he Pkd- 
^ontefe wcass. . . > .. \-..5 

The Cha6taws put a firm b^ief on. encbaotirs 
and magicians, and when they meet with ohc 
ftjKJi pieteodi^ jbr^srer^ itey CQtidfF Ifis^&ead 
* irithpitt ittly tarrcawnyi '-t'l r i!^ . u?. 

: I law an Indian of the nation of ChoQamSj 

who had lately been baptized ^as he hiul m> 

" luck 

immiimm ^ f %r '- "y ii I n il If - M il n _ I I I I I I i^iumw J 

.^4c public da^^; Yr/..:^-' - ^ '^ •'^'-j ■• - 

* In If 52> wh€»i? ^4!i^4fiAr^ I^iflBTM Initf *A<to 
Ihe others killed with a hatchet, becaufe he pretended to b^ 
tift tatoEm^ ^%e .odier ^£an^ tski4kite^ to Mni all A» 
; iiiiwfortftnes diat happen to their aatiion* 
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4ufk ¥1 shunting bke his companions, he hna« 
guied he wts bewitched j he went inunedutcty 
4K) Father Ijfevre the Jcfoit * who had conTcrtcd 
hioi, and told Kkn th^ his medicine or trick was 
good for nothing, becaufe fince he had pradifed 
it upon him, he could kill no flags or roe-deer; 
fee therefore deftred he would take off his en- 
chantment again* The Jrfuk, in order to avbid 
the refentment of this Indian, did as if he amu- 
hilated the baptifmal ceremony. Some time af- 
ter, this Jndiati killed a coe-decr, either hj ac^ 
cndem, or by his own (kill, ^od tfacks thought 
Jiimielf fteed from the enchantment, and was 
43onfient« 

The mind of this natiofi in general, iftlFery 
ipough and unpoUffaed, Though on^ tell$ |he«i 
tnrcr fo much of the myjftcrics of our rcMgiQi^, 
they always anfwer, that what we fry is above 
tJieir undcrftaoding. They have, befides^ very bad 
morals, moft of them being addifted to fodomy^ 
Thofe defiled men, wear lotig. hair, and a tittle 
, petticoat like the women, who defpife them veiy 
much* 

. r The 

* The Indians call the Jefuits the ipeA^ with die bHicIc 
robe $ they ^ fay that ihey are titbt l^e other mttk^ and'eiill 
"dvem wosne»V in dtri£oiiif 
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The ChaSlaws are vei^ aftive and mcrfy^ 
they have a play at ball, at which they arc vttf 
expert •, they invite the inhabitants of the neigh^ 
^bouring villages to it, exciting them by manjr 
fmart fayings. The men and women ailemble 
in their beft ornaments, they pafs the whole day 
in finging and dancing; they even dance 
all the night to the found oi the drum and 
chichikois. , 

The inhabitants of each village arc diflan- 
guilhed by a feparate fire^ which they light in 
the middle of a^cat meadow. The next dajr 
is that appointed for the match ; they agree upon 
a mark or aim about fixty yards off, and diftin- 
,gui(hed by two great poles, between which, the 
%^\\ is to pals. They generally cotint fixteen 
till the game is^rp." They are forty on each 
fide, arid every one has a battledoor in his hand, 
■about two feet and a half long, made iseiy 
nearly in the form qf ours, of walnut or chef- 
nut wood, and covered with roe-lkihs. 



An old man (lands in the middle of the plaoe 

appropriated to the play^ and throws up into the 

• air a ball of roe-(kins, rolled about each othen 

The players then run, and endeavour to ftrike 

the ball with their battledoors ; it is a pleafure to 

•fee 
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fee them run naked, painted with various c6^ 
lours, having a tyger^s tail fafteried behind, arid 
feathers on their heads and arms, which move 
n& they run^ and have a very odd effeft : they 
pufh and throw each other down ; he that has 
been expert enough to get the ball^ fends it to 
his party i thofe of the oppofite party run at 
him who has feized the ball; and fend it back to 
thqir fide I and thus they diipute it to each 
bther Ireciprocally^ with fuch an ardour, that 
they fometimes diflocate their fhoulders by it. 
The players ate never difpleafed j fon^ old men, 
who affxA at the play, become mediators, and 
determine^ that the play is only intended as a 
recreation, and not as an opportunity of quar- 
relling. The wagers are confiderable 5 the wo- 
men bet among themfelvesi 

When the players have given over, the wo- 
hicn aflemble among themfelves to revenge their 
hufbands who have loft the game. The brittle- 
do^r they make ufe of, differs from that of the 
meni in being bent ; they all art very aftivc, 
and run againft each other with extreme Iwift- 
nefs^ pufliing each other like the men^ they hav- 
ing the fame drefs^ except on thofe parts which 
modefty teaches them to cover. They only put 

Vob. L X rouge 
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Tciige on thcif cheeks; and vermHIion, irtfttid 
of powdcVj in their ham 

Aft« plar)rin|g wdl oh Both fid^ ilKtfie d«y 
long, evtery one retn-cs v«rith his glory or (hame, 
bat without riancour, ffroihifing to play ^^IglKn 
Another time as WHl as they can : thlis^lfte ift- 

^diam'ljbth mten and women, exercife theiftfelvts 
in Running •, they are liRe^fe ytrf fWift, for I 
haVe fcfen fonie rtm as feft as ftagi* 

■ ' • ■* 

' The dfildr^il exercife thertifeltes in ftiooti^g 
with a bow and arrows ibr prizes 5 he that ftoots 
beft, gets the prize of jiraife front an ^d min, 
who calU him an apprentice warrioni thcrs they * 
arie formed fay emulation, ivithout ctorporal pn- 
nifhment ; they^are very expert ]n fhootic^ with 
an inftrument made of reeds about feven feet 
long, into which they put a little arrow, fea- 
thered with the wool of a thiftle, and in aim- 
ing at an objeft, they* blow into the tube, and 
often hit the aim, and frequently kill little feirds 
with it. 

Alhioft all the aflemblles of the ChaHaws arc 
held in night-time. Though they are barbamis 
aiid ferocious, it is ndcefiary, in order to gain 
their confidence, to take great care to keep your 

promiles 
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p^ytMes te'tHemy without wfiick/ttey ^cat yod 
^ii^kh the greateft contempt, ptoiidlf ttlM^ yftti.* 
that' jroki ai^ a Irar, ail epithet '^^tfitfh thtlndiam 
Have gifeh to the prefect gdvarliol', i^>w4Ktt»i 
tjfiejr t:aJl C54r/i*#/ Mngbi he. fte: lyiogp 

Wfteii dit i;^dmerf irti i^H thttdy chdr hul^ 
b^ritJs abftairi from falt^ and from pOI=fc, feir fear, 
thofe arirneht$ might db hanri td their ^hiidveiu 
The Wortrert ntvef lie-^in in their huts ; they ga 
into the Woods to be deiivcrisdi wichQUC receiv- 
ing arty afliftahce; 

' As foon as they aire dfcfhr^ed, thiy wafli their 
in^antsi Thfe rtiothers apply a mafr of tarth - 
to . the * foreheads of their chiidren^ ^ mak* 
tfierti have fl^t headsj and as they get irior* 
ftrcrtgth thejr iiicreaife the bulk, it beimgA feeaiity 
among thefe people to have a flatheftd* liicy 
' ftcver fwaddle their tHildfen. 

They never wean their children till-thejr are 
difgufted with their mother's milk. I have ;fi^n 
ioime children grt)Wh trp fo as to be abte to tell 
i^e mother, fei ddwn, that Imff^frnkty and the 
mother immediately lit dawn. Their emetic is 
^made of recdSi ttiey put their chil(!fen' into itfo 
* ' ^' X 2 that 
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that their head lies three or four inches low^ 
.than the reft of the body, therefore you never 
fee any contraded or hump-backed people, 
amooigft them. The women leave the huts in 
their catamenia, which the Indians call nuurks 
of valour. During that time, they are obliged 
to prepare their own meat and drink, and they 
do not return among men, till they are tho- 
roughly purified. The Indians believe, that if 
they come near a woman in that ftate, they 
would fall fick, and that if they went to war af- 
ter it, they would have had hick. 

Though the Indians only value themfelves 
upon their origin from the fide of the women, 
y^t the„ latter are. not allowed to corred the 
boys ; they have only an authority over their 
daughters. If a mother ifaould ftrike her foQ, 
ihe would be reprimanded and ftruck again ; but 
if the boy difobcys her, Ihe muft bring him 
to an old man, who inflids a punifhment 
on him, and then throws fome freih water over 
his body. 

If a woman commits an infidelity, flie muft 
fafs through the meadaw^ i. e. all the young meo, 
and fopietimes even the old ones, fatisfy their 
brutality <m her, by turns. Such is the punilh* 
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mcnt of adultery amongvthe Cfcii^^m^. Some- 
times the guilty woman,, has the good luck, 
after this infamy, to find a mean fellow, who. 
takes her as his wife, under the pretence that 
flie muft be difgufted with a criminal condu6l, 
rfiat has drawn fuch a punifhmcnt on her, and 
that tkt wiH confequcptly behave better* for the 
future. Be this ^ k will, ihe is always 
looked upon as a. depraved and immorai wo- 
man. " : , 

Before J finifti my letter I muft fey a word of 
the Tchicachas^ or Ckickfaws. This nation is not 
fo numerous as the ChalStawSj but more terrible, . 
on account of their intrepidity. All the 
northern and fouthcrn Indian nations^ and even 
the French^ have attacked them, without ever 
being able to drive" them out of their country, 
which" ii the fineft and moft fruitful on the con- 
tinent; The CA/V^«?j are tall, well made, and 
of an unparalleled courage. In 1752 and 
1753, they attacked Mcff. Benoift and de Reggioj 
who comrtianded the convoys from the Illinois 
" ftadon^ defccnding the river Mffijippii thefe 
' Indians always choolelbme advantageous fitua- 
tion, to make an attack in, their moft common 
|)oft is at the rocks of Prudhomme^ the river be- 
X 3 ing 
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ing tkznow tber^, thqr cm ^annojr the bqais^ 

^rt^ch.have no decks., v •/ , *' . 

. It' k i>riicvtd that dic^fa^ 

Mougiln tod 4^ /^ J^itfr^rrfv !^fejfw6 officers, 

•though tiwyrucre tctj bnatye, fipH int^ inraiiit 

the topography pf :the 'COHotry they herein aj^ 

therefore, always to apply to that, in order tq 
avoid furprifes, or elfe he (hou|d always be or^ 
toef;<j^titfxyc;aftd'f>ifcp«i»l.v -: £{,. ;. 1 . r^.-.H 

::.;; , /; . .,..;. '^ /.> ,.. ^ . ' . ^. \ 

ifeefq; valiaiu W^fior^ ; -;^P#y l%ye ^ygy^.Ttra^fid 
rwihf^n?* ft!S^^%:p^fcdirii ftMr IWWtft-i : it ;, . 

•, V. :i:o:':".' . ::..ij Cj. _. .-. > ..,i /.^ . s ^ /» 

..^fe^tjjphf^y tka^rej^hft fafe^^^^ c^rya^i^giaii^/^ 

fame.^)id cfcianly.. .Wiben a ^S^Jo/kcfrhaskilleida 
. spo^Seet, 'he ^fe Jiis rfife whcrmboitti jit ^tes ; 
ihe \go6s (to fttctuit^jdrefib k^ jondifetYCsdtiup 
to her. hufhaixd: ;riffe wdmen toeirer. cat jpihh.ihc 
ixuet), 'iiisholKqfi'iueryrmdi&i^ito abottt"^ 
really lave themlbe^DScr iJm as^ jothsr aation. 

: /. The 
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The fchk4chas^ pr- Ckkl^sff^s^ on)y pui^i(h 
adi^Uery with whippic^g the, two offenders who 
ha^c been caught ia the/ad, m^kii^g them run 
p^Jced thrqugh the viUage j ^fter which the hut 
U^ r^pildjat^ his wife, 

after the inaflacre of the Frmchy the latterarmed 
ij) 1736 agaiinft, and ajttacked them, with 
^e united forces of the whole colony, but withr 
put iuccefs. 

M. d^Artaguette major and ^yerr^or for the 
king, in the country of the Illinois, cajme.to join 
M. de Bienville the governor of Louifiana \ he 
l^CQU^Kt hiip the troops pf the HUncis^f^x^ ^m 
ih^ ^r^f jjjrs . of Cm^dfi^ b,ut the ^rmy which 
th^t offiqer commapde^* was., furprifed apd dcr 
fpgted, becaufe he had beep, abajodonied by th^ 
^/^^j^,, who, were our allies. M. d'Attaguctt^ 
l^^jS^.takep, wifh f^ven oiR^ers, apd about tvventyr 
^ i^l^iffs ?ipd ifihabitants, by the Chicl^aws^ 
jyh9 burnt thcp alive ; amppg theoi was the 
Father Senat a Jefuit, who went with M, d'Ar- 
fa^efJ,^ ip the quality of chaplain. The detaij 
§f thi$ jtr^gbc frenc l>as been related by a ferjeant, 
qalled Louis Gamot^ who was a fpeftator of the 
f^d fate which his companions underwent j he 
X 4 K^as 
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refcrved to be burnt laft, buC he cfcapcd by an 
odd (Iratagcm. As he was acquainted with the 
language of the Indians^ he employed it on this 
oecaflon to utter inveSives againft them ; and 
getting lopfe, he threw all he found near him 
at their heads, faying, you are dogs, becaufe you 
have burnt my chiefs •, I will be burjit too, I fear 
neither fire nor death, for I am a true man, 
make me fuffcr much, becaufe I defire it. The 
Chickfmm^ feeing his refolution, looked upon 
him as an extraordinary fellow, and granted 
him his life \ he was afterwards ranfom^ by an 
Englijhman from Carolina^ and is now at Piarks^, 
toftm the capital of that colony. 

In another expedition againft the Tchicachas^ 
which was undertaken on the 26th of May in the 
feme year, and commanded by M. de BiewoiUe^ 
we had not any more fuccefs ; many brave offi- 
cers loft their lives in it, and the major-general 
of the army, and the adjutant received fuch 
dangerous wounds, that the laft died of them. 
1 have heard from the Chevalier de Ijicery who 
is of a Swifs offspring, that his father, who fcr- 
ved as captain in our troops, had been hfl this 
unlucky expedition; this officer has likewife 
told me the ftory of the Chevalier di Groudely 
who now belongs to the garrifon of Mebiky and 

commands 
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commands the Swtfs troop of the regiment qf . 
HahoiUy belonging to the fervicc of the marines; 
he ha4 thf n the command of a detachment of 
grenadiers of the jregimcnt of KarreTy in M. de 
Bienvillfs army againft the CMckfaws. 

In or4er %o abridge th^ account of thi? affair, 
I fhall only fay, that this officer, joining fidelity 
and bravery natural tp his nation, to the impe- 
tuofity of youth, receive4 five fliot in his body 
during the attack. As he remained on the field 
of battle after the retreat, he was juft going to 
|>ecome the pbjeft of the enemy's veng^aqce and 
fury, if feveral foldiers of his troop had not ge- 
peroufly cxpofed their lives to fave hjis, notr 
withftanding the balltf and arrows which were 
fcnt at, then^ from thp fort pf the Qickfaws, 
killed five of them one after another,^ 

However, one, without fearing the danger, 
returned to the field, and happily arrived in his 
troop carrying his officer on his (houlders. The 
chief furgeon qf the army tried all he knew to 
cure him, an4 the general, who values military 
merit, did not fail to give in an account of the 
officer's behaviour at court ; and M. de Mauris^ 
faSy in confideration of the wounds M. de Gron- 
del had rcppryed, granted Ijim an extraordinary 

grati- 
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fratificafion, tjil he could ffet, the crpfs of Si^^ 
<cuij. , . . , , , 

' Xh^ foldier * who laved him ^t the peril of his 
life, was immqiiaqely rpade ierjeaiK at xhe he?^ 
of his troop. You fee. Sir, hy this fliort ac- 
count, ^o^ worthy oi admiration that well-e^- 
bli/he^ fubordtnatiQfi rs,, artipng ;he, tropp^, <^ 
tht'Hehetic body, that ^re^^ inviobbly atjt^ch- 
c'^ to the lervi^e of our King, and 'how much 
^hofc that k^epit in force /eel ^he ha:ppy cffe^s 

of it. ' .^ ""' ' *"'.■ ". , . ' 

< " •r ."C ■ iwj *-: •' '>^' ,.' -^ ji v! : ij::\. v^.-'^u .c 

"The a^ljon of ihcfe foIdier3» >jiich jv^s realljr 
VnUierVic oner Veil deferVes that their names 
Ihould be frarifmitte^ to ppfterity. 

' , *.-,!• "1- '* '' S ' '* • ' ' ''♦- 

• ^Ih 1754," the Baron de Pvrneu^. impart^ed to 
me his intention of goingupoh a'diicovery into 
the weft of IuOu\ftanay , VP the MiJ[\^fti^ zvA 
'the fiver miffouris^ the fourcel of .which arc urv 
*kncvvn rb' us. 'This officeJL who is a Canadia»y 
lias the proper qualities for trndertaking fuch an 
ekjVeditioh ; But^the war which ,arofe hejtween 
Pf'ajtce m^'Eiiglandj on account of t|ie bounda- 



I -s 
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fics of phefe^vntfies, Ua^ been an, obftacle.Cp 

. I c^jaflbre'ypu, that I fhduld have been very 
liappy to ^cconjp^ny l^W^; J^.^h for the honour 
pf my King and for my. qwb fatisfaftion •, fojr, 
flotvri|;.hftgpdiog the fatig,upp j^nci,^an^ers J hax^ 
j3P(jtrgone in my vc^age^, I My? never be?p 
§ti%ufte4-^ -tired out of patience. Misfortunes 
jp;if? li];p;(ii:eafm$-, and I fe^ n5>thijn^ fo bappy^^s 
^|bc lif^.xaf ,a t;-^veller; ,h^,^q(v^.^ nev7 

iC}l^e<^Sajwhich .;nftri^cl and.a^pufe him at the 
fame time. His mind is cultiy^ed in an agree- 
able manner, he learns to read the great book of 
the .uuivei-fcp ^^^ch canrjptjb,^ read in a library, 
^wheret^lv^^j^rjeT^sipany f]^^ opiniqns, and 

,4orursi4^ii?f5,ja5S^tHon^^ atqu were in. my 
p|ace^ .^li^Yfould l^ve roofn to makephilofb- 
pl^icalir^fkftior>s. J am, S l.R, &c. 

^/ the fort of Tombekbey -t^e 
^othof September 1759. 



, J^. ^. Ji^ X q)fy, P<?r.^£^ ."PlP^ef with >n opr 
..pprtuf^ty^.pf ^/AVng tQ you this gpoS while, on 
aoqo^qt^jqf tl\(? ,wiir* J (haU add here an ab^raft 
conc^^^g lij^^fijlfcre^^^^ * have arifen be- 

tween 
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tween us and the ChaSfaws. Some time after 
the war with the 7'chikachas or Chickfaws^ the 
French had fome quarrels with a party of Chac- 
taw^j who followed the intereft of a priitce of 
their nation called the Red Skee, who was info- 
Icxit, and committed feveral hoftilities againft the 
French. M. de Faudreuil^ then governor of Lou- 

' ifianoy having heard of this action, and what 
gave occafion to it, immediately forbid all the 
French to go to that nation, and commanded 
them not to fell them any arms or ammunition^ 
in order to ftop thefe * commotions foon, and 

. without bloodfhed. ' 

The Marquis de Vaudreuily after thefe preciau- 
lions, fent to the fovei-eign of the nation, toin- 
cj^uire whether he wa^ angry with the French^ as 
the l^ed Shoe -, the fovereign anfwered, by means 
of the interpreter, that he was the. friend of the 
French ; that his general, meaning Prince Re4 
Shocy had loft his lenfes. 

After this anfwer, he got a prefent, but was 
much furprifed to find neither arms nor powder 
and (hot in it, at a time when he was ow friend 
as before. This proceeding, together with the 
prohibifion of felling th^m arms, "^hich they 
knew had been ilTued out, redoublod their aftd- 

ni(hmeat, 
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ni&mcnt, and brought them to an explication 
with the governor, who told them, that our 
people would riot ttcat ^hh them eoncemirig 
arnfis and ammunition, as lorig as the Red Shoe 
had not found his wits again ; becaufe, if they 
got powder,^ they coUld not help, being all bro* 
thers^ to give a Ihare of it to the warriors of 
captain or chief Red Shoe. This anfwer deter* 
mined them to {peak to the tribes thatinfulted 
us ; they tpld them, if they did not foon gO with 
the calumet to the French^ they themfelves 
would go to war againft thctti as febels. Thii 
threat made them aflc peace, aftd offer a repa- 
ration to t\it Fremhy who were not in a condition 
to fuilain a war againil fo numerous a nation. 

Thus M. de Vaudreuily as a wiff politician^ 
^ut a flop to this war, without expences to the 
ftate, and without expdfing a fingle nian •, it was 
M. ife Grand'prij a captain of our troops, who 
was charged with this important negociation ; the 
Marquis could not pitch upon a fitter pcrfon* 
M. de Grand'pre is a Canadian^ and ferves the 
King with zeal, bravery, and difintereftcdnefs, 
I was upon the point of going to ferve under 
him at Fort Tombekbe among the ChaSfaws^ 
when I firft arrived herein 1751. 

L E T- 
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. L E T t E R t\X. 

Trthe [ami, . ^ 

pie Author relurns to Mobik* RemarkabU MteniJt 
which happened in the Cat's Ifle. fri^ic Death 
J i^fth Sieur Duroux gi^ernor ef that yie^ 

S I R, 

Ff^fGKJ?? AM now. i?etume4 foom. my voyagR 
m I. ^ wp the river of fomiekbf. . 1 have ful- 
iC^^JKi filled this in^ortant^and troiiblefoine 
irtUfien, tt> the fatisfaaion of jpy lupcriors- Xp 
Waiting for my recal xq New Orleans^ my curiae 
fity led me to vifit the little iflescm the coaft ef 
Loai^anai, . ,/ 

The tfle of Maffacre was the firft where the 

ir^rA made any fettiements» It got its name 

becaufe the French^ when they landed there^ 

.found a great quantity of human' tkeletons 

bue 



/ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



t tJ \3 1 S I A k Ai ^t|^ 

but cbxiYd riot ^iftihgulih 'i^ket^if the^ WifA of 

^iSpaniards br tndmns. . * ', •' 

It Hai firice been C^fled thfe i)i?tt^/^AM tffc*. ft 
%ai peopled b^ degrees- tkey biriiPt tei^;aiiiifc^, 
^fdrt, afi(d' baVfadks^tfief^, * ' '' 

* It mtk x^ be el^xifolindiftd Vit^ith diait wlikH is nseatianttl 
in thi reladoii of the filft voyage bf th* Eaft India co»paiijf 
to the ifle oiMadagafcary which they called too precipitate^ 
ly the Dauphin^B illand. 

The au^or oftMs rtMoA-, i^hb #rc5te ih l66^, lbl<) had 
idone dmt fsD^e voyage^ agrees, .that the EngUfli ai^ Z>«^ 
.-^ho Wei-e already eftai^ifhed in India^ were the modeli 
.which M, de Colbert propofed to jmitate, and afterwards t© 
furpafs ; but all the projecb of Aat worthy rrilnifter jfai^vrM 
abdrtive, both by the iTOfpnidch^e aiid vanity JJecuKitr td' tf e 
'nation, "in^ by the inifm^n^igenlent of thofe i^rho mrcitt attk^ 
head of a&irs. - 

The fame author adds, that he oniy found there *' violent 
** and uhfkilfal tiien, ih diofen dMoers, incapable if tHeoc- 
** cupatioii theywere intended for; whereas ftheyon^to 
.** h^ve been' men above the coarfer paflions, with iio other 
." inclinations than for the good of their country, which 
♦• ought to be the rule by which everyone fhould be guided 
*' who wifhes to acquit hittifelf whh honcilr.'* 

• It feeitii tb ihe, thfet ^his tffefbl leflbA ihould be gratad ia^ 
to th« hearts of ail Aofe who ^o to our ^okbdt» i&tth foto 

"authtt-ity. .. • • i 
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In 17179 the entrance of the harbour was 
ttopped Qp by a prddigibus quantity of fancf^ 
colli^ted together by a hUrricancf ; the whole i(ie 
was almoft overflowed, and great numbers of 
cattle were drowned ; it was neceffary to feek 
another |k)rt, ahd thtychofe the ifle Surgerci 
which has fince been td\kA SH^ IJland ; it has a 
pretty good harbour. In 1722 M4 de Bienville 
'tranfported every one from thence to Nm Or- 
leansy and that place became the capital of Lcm^ 
JiaHd. 

Six leagues from the Sh^ IfianJt is the Cati 
Ifie^ ft) called on account of the number of wiM 
cats Which have been found there. This ifle i& 
only remarkable on account of the murders and 
tobberie^ which have been committed there du* 
ring the command of two officers^ who were fent 
thither by M. de Kj^lerit^ governor of Louifianai 

in 1757, he appointed the Sieur Duroiix ciiit^ 
commander of this ifle^ and gave him a detach^' 

mcrrt 

I have cho^ this piece of hifkdry as an example, whic& 
has a particular iiroilarity with what is feen every dzy in our 
colonies. There are, however, ^yemors and intendaats^ 
that mi^ act be confounded with tkofe who have got ibr- 
tanes'^^th rajHdity, and in ah odiotis manner, from 4^ jpit- 
Uic miferieii and from the blood of many unhappy people. 
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l^^im l?f troops f jrcM^ fk^ mmffih ^d ^^^ ^ 

The Sieur JDufoux was no foonef con^ rtntfev t 
than he looked upon himfelf as abfolute; he 
imm^4i^ly aiTuo^e^ j^e.r^I^t gf having f gar* 
cjen ipacJc hy the 4?ld^rs of the garttft>n i Jbf 
Jikewi^fe ^mj>k)yed them to tpa^e for hiffi liiq^ 
fra^^ ih4K w4 ,charcc^^ but |)c r^eyer pju^ 
them # anfl.U\ofc v^:f£firfed to fu^i^it to ji;hg^<? 
y^sxatjonj^ were faftencjd qiute t^cd to ^ trp^i 
^ i^xpofe^ to the infm^)Qrt^b)ip a^taiqks of the 
nf^ringpins .or g^ia^s. f^liis ^^ ihe p^niftrmepi 
w^^ jthe olficer p>ade tt^ Jpldf^s of his jgatri* 
fpn .luicjbsjrgp ; an i^wowhjr tpc^tcpffit, .^ex^^ 
pled even among barbarians^ 

The Sieur D^roux obliged them 4:0 ni^ke their 
br^d qf the flour faved fro|n th,e ytx^k of » 
Spani^ fhip, whi^h ywJaft on thecpgfl:; ^d 
fold for \ix$ own account the Klhg'3 flour, inr 
tended for^tlje ufe of the-prrifon. This re|:^at- 
ed b^ pfage from this co|flna,ander, dieternuneji 
fome Ibldiersto gp xs>-N^Orkms^ in ord^r ig 
jcpmplain to the goveraor^ to whom they flxaw- 
jed feme of \\i^ bad bread they wereibrceji tp ^^ 
fat ; but lyl. de Kerkr^c paid flo irq|ard to .th^ir 
jn^ft.reraopftranccs, and iSw tiieip i^cjc ^t ihp 

Vo;.. i. Y difcretion 
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difcretbn of their commander. Then thefe 

•wretches, fearing his refcntment, refolved to 

make an example of him, which they executed 

in ceremony. ' , 

One. day, when that officer was gone out a 
hunting in a neighbouring little iflc, the revolt- 
ed ttooj^ took their meafures for ^executing 
their plot, which was to murder the Sieiir 
Duroux. So ftrange a relblution could only be 
occafioned by their not having obtained the dc- 
fired juftice from the governor. If an officer 
fuperior to M.Durowfhzd been fent in his place, 
and the latter left to command as the fecond Vrf"- 
ficer, this misfortune would have been avoid- 
ed. 

As he returned from hunting, the fcntinel, 
perceiving the boat at fea, hoifted the French flag, 
upon which t^ garrifon took to arms, and went 
out into the held. The rebellious foldiers ad- 
vancing to the fhore with their corporal at their 
head, called to the boat by means of a fpej^- 
ing 'trunipct, according to cuftom^ the -Sieur 
Duroux anfwered, " Cvrnmaiider y he 1^)^, and 
as he fets his: foot on fliore, ^hc corporal givgs, 
the fignal, jind at the faipe inftant the foldiers 
fire, and their commander falls, pierced with 

. wounds ; 



^^ 



^ 
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^RTounds; the foldiers then ftripped him, and 
threw his corpfe into the fea. Such was the bu- 
rial and the punifhment of this petty tyfartt^ 
who was regretted by nobod/j for he had no 
other recommendation than that of the Sieur 
^hiton^ the governor's firft fecretary^ The fol- 
diers, become matters of the ifle, fet at liberty 
an inhabitant whofe name was Beaudnt^ who had 
been unjuftly imprifoned by the late command* 
cr. The Sicur Duroux had aflumed the privi-* 
leges of an admiral of France, and pretended to 
ihare with the foldiers and inhabitants all that 
they fliould favc of any veffel wrecked upon the 
Cats IJland \ and all that refufed to pay him his 
(hare were feverely puniflied, aS if they had 
committed fome great cHmc* This Was the 
crime of Beaudrot ; he was put irt irons becaufe 
he would not Ihare fome goods with the com- 
mander, which he had favcd from the wreck of 
a Spanijli (hip called the Situo'l^ which wa« 
wrecked on the ifle in 1758. 

The foldiers who had killed M* Durm^^ ha- 
ving afterwards pillaged the effeAs belonging" to 
the King in the Cafs IjUs took the inhabitant 
whom they had fet free, and obliged him to 
bring them into the road to the Englifh colony 
oi Carolina. When they arrived in the courttrjt 
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of a great Indian chief, whom theEuropeaw 
JiaVe ftilcd Emperor of the Kawytus^ they fcnt 
back Beattdrot with a certificate, which proved 
that he had bceij obliged to fcnrc them as a 

, guide. Part of.: this troop went tow^ds the 
Engli/h\ but thofc who remained among the In- 
dians, were foon feizcd by order of M. de A^tu^ 
bermi^' then governor of the fa-t at the JlUba^ 
)»fi»^>5^among this laft party was a ciorporal of 
the regiment of Hahoyly who, in order to avoid 

• being fawed afunder, as. is ufual among the 
Swifs, Idlkd himfclf with a knife, which to 
wore hung from his neck, as the Indiins do. 

M. de BiOudiH^ .an officer of the garrifon, wi$ 
fcnt with a derachnieat, in order to conduct the 
criminals to /Motile^ During this interval, the 
two fons oi Beaudret arrived at Mobile from New 
Orleans^ and broaght, without knowing it, aii 
order from the governor to M. deFelle^ vrho 
commanded at M?^//(p, for arrefting. their father; 
who was in his habitation with great fecurity; he 
returned to prifori without reludlance, notki^ow- 
ing that the deferters whom he had guided were 
taken, M. de VeUe tranfinitted the criminals to 
ifyw Orleans^ where a court-martial was held to 
judge them. 

Beaudrot 
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Meaudrot rfie inhabitant, forguHing the mur- 
derers of the governor of Cats^ IJk^ was fenten*- 
ced to be broke upon the wheel, ^d his corpfe 
to be thrown into the i*iver 5 which was accord^ 
ingly executed % a foldier fuficred the fame pu- 
nilhment, and a Swifs was fawed alive . through 
the middle of his body. 

When one reflefts upon the f^te of the unhap- . 
py Beaudrot^ it is eafily perceived that he wa§ 
ju^ed contrary to form, and by military men, 
Vho were ignorant of civil and criminal laws, as 
he could nbt have deferved the cruel punifliment 
which he underwent. If politics require that 
Tor preferving public fafety, no crime fliould be 
left unpunifhed, juftice demands in favour of 
humanity, that the judge fliould always be more 
afraid of punifhing too much th^ too little, 
according to the axiom, // is better to let an hun- 
dred guilty men efcape^ than to punijh one ftngle in- 
nocent man^ 

If the man ought to be punifhed jn order to 
ferve as an example, according to this law, the 
punifhrrient might have been mitigated in fa- 
vour of his wife and four children, whom his 
death threw into the greateft defolation ; among 
th§ fpur f hildreo Wt:? a girl of an admirable 

Y 3 figure, 
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figure, who was admired in the whole colony 
for her beauty, and ftill more for her virtue ; 
this charming Creole, and the reft of the family, 
are retired into an habitation far from the corri^ 
merce of men, to lament the de?th of their unr 
happy father, • . : : - 

This unhappy man had been fuccefsfuUy em-^ 
. ployed in fome important negociations with the 
Indians^ with whom he was in high eftccm. He 
fpoke rheir language, and, from experience, ii? 
knew the fituation <rf the qoyntry as well as 
^hemfelves. He had like wife an extraordinary 
bodily ftreng^h. All thefe qualities had fo far 
gained hi|n the efteem and friendfhip of the 
ChaSlaws, who had adopted him into their na- 
tion, that they would certainly have revolted on 
his account, had not M. de Velle ^ wifely taken 
care to keep his fmprifonment and execution 
froip coming to their knowlgdg?. 

After the tragic death of the Sieur Duroux^ 
M. de Kerkrec fixed upon the Sxtuvde Qui—r^ 
to f^ccfed to the command of the Cats IJland. 

That 

** TJ^is officer knows that nation perfedly well, liaviiig 
been governor of Tombekbe for feveral years ; the Indian^ 
pfteemed him much on account of his bravery and <li^?^t«f^^r 
cd bpJiayioi|rj 
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That ofRcci' fet out from New Orleans in 1758, 
with a garrifon compofcd of foldiers and inhabi- 
tants of the capital ; but the inhabitants were 
all vagrants, whom the magiftrates fcnt in their 
own ftead, with the governor's confcnt, for the 
fcrvice of the place. 

Thefe vagabonds ftaye^ in the Cats IJU as 
long as thofp citizens paid tbeni> whofe bufine& 
it was to guard the place. You may^well ima- 
gine;, that a body of fuch troops, who are not 
a}^n^ely. relieved in their poils, according to 
the rule of fcrvice, take opportunities to lay 
fchcmes for dcferting, as it has happened in 
many Ib^ns of jL^»^^im. 

In M^ch 1759 there appeared, in, fight of 
this ifland, a thitc-mafted fliip, belonging to 
M. St. Criq^ a merchant, who had bought her 
at the Havannah \ her cargo confided in fugar, 
coffee, taffias, cables, and fome warlike (lores. 
The crew were merely Spanilh failors, who 
abandoned Captain St. Crij upon the coaft of 
Louifiana near Balift ; this obliged him to em- 
bark in his long-boat, with a few men who re- 
mained with him. He arrived at New OrkanSy 
and addreffed himfelf to M. de Belk-Ifiey fort- 
m^jor and commander during the governor's 
y 4 abfence; 
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abCwefej h€ begged tKsF dIBfcer td glv6^ fitn^ pcor 

WfiicH fco(ii4 Pftlf bt fofl^ c^ tfiS c6aft 6f tJtfe Gdu 

M. i^ Belk'Ifle gave the Jteaf */i 09f m }ii- 
telligent ferjcant and ten foldiers, to navigate 
hU Ibip I at dtc finic tkfle lie wk^t to the Sieur 
. C^u^; M That ff tfcfe ft^ <^r« Mkl fiei^ His 
" ftajtioii, he ftioiild irwrfitcjikeljf ^Riee a gti*d 
<* on h€f, and for bid^ uftctei- p4iii irf ^^Ih tJMtt 
<^' nothiTig ihouid be anloaded dlilr »f jtt^^^ with- 
** out the (cottfacit of ^ S^w ftr^ ^^i^ tfie pth- 
f * |)rf«or ^ and l»ftty> th«t he (hiftild ttbt Sxl 
^* to conform to the <jfdm ^rf fte Silig^ mirmfe, 
" fpecifted'iapder the title 5A//^r^ri/* &c, Un- 
Jiajipily for ite Scoi: 5Sr,€hry ihie fedii^W tf M. if 
Bdle-]^ tame |bd late^ the Skur <^ €^^ k^d 
already tdken bare to haw the ctrgo tf tfe Aip 
f3nlOa4ed by the fd^ers. ahd ii]Mi»tifcit$^ whp 
h\A it iii tl^ ne^hbodring &hds » f]^ t^ til 
tJie newBaiy ^rcqilifidns to co?cr rtis trick, 
TSfe Sieur 5a pih^ arrive4 at i^ OtU |fe, J>ttt 
dw; oiajot^s fetter ptao thje. c^rMttdert km^, 
md then went inifo his ftip ^h hi$ pseoplt fit dr- 
der to fcarch hqr^ but pctceim^ tfefi:-4Hj hKd 
forgotten ftis pockbt-b©ok, m whkh hfe Itad tfie 
J5UI of bdirig, he left her ttm^dmelyi aftkj , 

^ent 
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¥tni oil fltore to fetch it : a happy accident of 
Provictence ! he was but jutt c6me oh ffioit, 
*vhen hb ftip fodcJenly took fire, and burnt with 
^uch fierceneft, that threfe men wfio wer^ in the 
lield l^erfe btirnt ta death : th<? others only cfca- 
p6d by tfcrcitrttg thertifehres into the fea, arid 
l^a*irtihkohihbrt* ■ 



•o 



Hie Stew «». CHf eowpfiiifted to yL.deKerk- 
Ttc \ but after a long delay, the govethor oBRged . 
the captain to terminate his quarrel with the 
^Sfetir'^C**-, the latter gluing the formet the 
, ftrm of 1 500 Hvres. This cotrrtrlander bfeing ft- 
t^Mtd te New Orleans, gave hirtifelf up to fuch 
dcbaufeficrlei-, th^ he fcattcklli236d the Whole cblo- 

ny. 

> • At the time when the Sieur St. Criq reclaimed his (hip 

'svhh M. de Beil-IJlej and received his orders addrefled to M. 

^G-^— , to take care of dit prcfervation of th^ cargo, the 

%,govemdr of % Cats Tfit wrotfe to M. dt BeUe-Ifle hirafelf : 

^' Thai^ <m fach a d^^ a ihip vvith three mails was lofl in 

" fight ojf his ftation* and he having made figns without xt- 

*• ceiving any anfwer, he took it to belong to the enem,y, 

^ ** who kej)^ his men in clofe quarters ; that he having arm- 

*^«4tk^ bujat belonging to his ftation, and going into it 

^ /' witb all Jiis |)eQple, after getting jao anfwer upon a fc- 

" peated fi|;nal, came oi> bo^d the fhip, but found no living 

'• foul in her, and the cargo taken out of her ; he only 

** fouild aH:;ut Cable upon the deck, and faw that the ihip 

,'« lyas borpd fof twenty-fix gu^is. 
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ny. When he hid confumcd all that he had 
gained by his iniquitous praftices, he went on 
board a Dutch ihip from Curafaoj a colony be- 
longing to that republic. The opinions are di- 
vided upon the clandeftine evafion of this offi- 
cer *, fome believe, that he efc2q)ed in^ order to 
avoid the punifhtnents which his crimes deii^r- 
ved -, others think he was charged' with papers 
to court from the governor : the cveDt will de- 
termine this. 

It is fufficiently proved by this reftitution of 
1500 livres on the part of the Sieur de C-— , 
that this commander had pillaged the ihip of 
Captain St. Cri^y getting 60,000 livres by it, 
according to his own confeflion to the Sieur la 
PerUere^ who fuccecded him in the government 
of Cats IJland. He has however efcaped the, ca- 
pital punifliment which this piracy deferved*. 
For the quoted order lays, *' That all who ftiall 
** endanger the life of fliipwrecked perfons, and* 
*^ lay hands upon their goods, fliall be punilhed 
*' with death." This crime is fo enormous, 
that, though one were not a Chriftian, iiatur^ 

religion 



* The Sieur <//? C—, hoping to enjoy the fruits of his 
iniquity in France, died there as he had lived, that is, ^ 
a debauch, by adecrceof Providence^ 
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religion engages us to affift the unhappy in time 
of danger* Such were the officers in whom 
the governor o{ Louifiana put confidence. 



We have juft received advice, that a party of 
warriors of the nation of CherokeeSy, commanded 
by their chief of wkr called JVolfy have taken 
the fort London belonging to Great Britain, and 
that the Englifli governor of it, M. Dameryy has 
been killed by the Indians, who have put earth 
in his mouth,, faying. You dog, fince you arc 
fo very greedy of earth; be fatisfied and gorged 
with it ; tfaey have done the fame to others. 

If I do not fet out for Frfncii I Ihall write to 
you from New Orleans^ concerning the difcord 
between the two chiefs of the colony, M. de 
Kerlerec the governor, and M. de ^heinort the 
crdonnateur., I am, 3 I R^ &c. 

S 4t Fort Mobile, the lo/A ^ 
0f January 1760. \ 



LET- 



/ \^'>^.. 



i 
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LETTER Xix. 
f» tb€ fornix • 

'i%e Jtitk^r goes to New Orleans. €au^ ^ tbs 

• Tfouiles which agiMc that Place, fttoviag 

ROiaion cf M. de BeUe-IfkV Cf^ihity amwg 

the Attakapas. Curious Animals and falutary 

Simples H ^ met with in Loii^^aM. 

SIR, 

?f j^^?*? H A V E fo much news to communi- 
^ I ^ nic^te to you, that I know iiot where ^ 
jj^;^^^ to begin : I wrote to you fronj Tom- 
bekbe^ that every thing was in confulion hi the 
capital ; intieed every body talks of quarrels and 
divifions ; avidity and intereft are every where 
lightmg the torch of difcord. As I neither have, 
nor will have, any part in all thefe quarrels, and 
as I cannot fatisfy my zeal for the king's fcf vice 
in this colony, where every thing is in diforder, 

I have 
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I ihave m>t ceafed to deidand leave to retuim to 
France. The moft faithful fubjciSas^ wh© wttl 
do their duty, are contradided and difgraced, 
and their aeal is rewarded with the mofl: cruel 
perfecudoru« ]&it without enquiring minucelf 
ioto die luffi^riRgs (^ a cnunnber of brsve officers, 
molt of tthem ftill aHve, I ihall only fpeak «f 
thofe which IVL de Bdlenffit hts undergone. This 
'worthy officer^ ip^^iofe probity and linquefiionaibie 
condud have :gainedhim the goodwill atidcf' 
teem of all worthy men, ^and cfpecially of the 
general officers, fuch as M. de Perier^ M. de Bien- 
Vilie^ and the Marquis de Vmtireuil^ &c. well de- 
fiarvcs tJiftt I ihovld tell his ftory to you, having 
hf^d it ^^om himfelf with all its circun> 
ftances. 

I ihall give yc^ an account of what has hap* 
pcried during theforty-five years which he ferved 
the kidg in this colony *. I fhall fay nqihifig^but 

truth, 

* 'iht hiftory of M. de B^^Ifle, Chevalier of tke to^\ 
military osder of Sk Lcuis^ Major of Ne^w Orkanst and wlio 
has formerly ferved as Major General of the troops. of the 
marine in Louifiana^ has been inferted in a Relation ofLmi- 
fiana printed at Paris in 1758. The author of it left the co- 
lony in 1733, has forgotten the moi^intereftingcirciiin^ancest 
and the fads he has mentioned^ have:been difowned by M. 
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truth, though fome circumftances may ^p^aT 
very wondrous. 

As I know the goodncfs of your heart, I aoi 
fure you will pity the unhappy fate of this po^r 
officer •, great fouls are not afliamcd to Ihcw tha«: 
they are touched by the nfiisfortui^s of others : 
even the Indians fay, that he who is not fenfible 
to the fbflferings of his brothers, is unworthy of 
bearing the name of a man, and that he ought 
to be avoided as the pcft of focicty. 

. In ijig^ M. de Crozat put LauiSana into the 
hands of the Weft India company, who fenc 
a thpufand men to people it. M. deBdl^IJle cm* 
barked in one of their ftiips at port POrienl^ 
with fome other officers and volunteers, for the 
new colony. The winds and currents carried 
the fhip to the bay of St. Bernard in the Mex- 
ican gulph The captain imt his boat on / 
ihorejn order to fetch water. M. deBeUe-IJle 
and four of his companions weiit mto the boat 
with the captains confcnt. Whilft the boat re- 
turned to the fliip, the officers went a hunting r . 
the boat came on Ihore ag^in, and having takent 

i» 

«— — Mi I I tmmmmmmmm ii H i im^— — — — Mi^ 

de BeOe'IJlt\iymk\ii my relation is an^a8itra£l of a maatt* 
(cript memoir, wriuen by that officer's own liand* 
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in the neceffary provifion of frefh water, re- 
turned on board without the young officers, who 
were not yet returned. 

The captain is impatient, weighs anchor and 
lets fail, leaving the five paflcngqrs on ihore. 
Their agitation and anxiety, when they re- 
turned to the (hore and found the boat and fhip 
gone, may well be imagined. Thus being aban- 
doned in an unknown country, they erred for a 
long time upon the defart coaft, having the fea 
on one fide, and a country inhabited by a nation 
of cannibals on the other. They did not ven- 
ture to quit the marfliy fliores of the fea ; they 
were in fuch defpair of finding a remedy for 
their misfortunes that they knew not what to 
do : this alone was capable to make them lofe 
their fenfes ; and then the thought of falling 
into the hands of cannibals,, troubled the ima- 
gination of thefeyoung Europeans. They went 
along the Ihore in the miftaken opinion, that the 
Ihip was gone to the weft, imploring divine 
mercy, and complaining of. their unhappy fate. 
They lived upon infeds and herbs, not knowing 
whether they were good or bad 5 what was moft 
troublefome to them was the abundance of gn^ts 
in that placed as they had nothing to defend 
themfelves againft them. They continued fe- 
' vcral 
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veral days in this fituation, M* di Belk-Ifffi h^ 
taken a young dog from the fbip, which WJI» 
very fond of him. His compani9n$^wcrc pftc^ 
tempted to kill him; their hunger was ex- 
treme : M. de Belle-IJU%?i^t the dog tip to thea|^ 
but would not kill it iiimfclf ; one of his cQtnr 
paniqns fcized the dog ; but I>e was io we^, 
that as he was goif^g to ilrike wit^ the lmi£e| 
the dcg efcaped^ ran into the woqds, a^d waf 
not fccn ^ain. The four unhfg:rpy pfficci^.difiil 
with hunger one after aoothcr, in fight pf M* 
dc BeUe-Ifle^ who did all he could to djg 4;hqD) 
graven in the ear|h, or rather jn t|ie fand, wif|i: 
his own hands, to preferve their fad remain 
from the voracioufnefe of wild beafts : \^ p^ 
this tribute to human nature in iighing over its 
mifcries, nothing but the ftrength of -his conlli^ 
tution could make him furvive then^. Jfie ws^ 
refolute enough, in order to fubfift, ^o eat the 
worms which be found in rotten wood. Spriie 
days after the death of his cQtpraiies, h<,faw y?t 
a diftance his dog holdiqg fome^ing \n hi? 
mouth •, he called hjni, the creaf^ufe caro^ -fp 
him fawning, and with great demonftr^tjioos qf 
joy, threw at his feet an opoj]^m.\ tl^ dog 
bawled^ as if he. would fay^ I bring thee fomfi^ 
;hing to fupport .life. The oppffujAS are gp^J 
e^tiug, and pf the fize of a fuckiag pg* M^ 

- • dc 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



* L o tl 1 1 lA N A* zrr 

^ Bdl^lfii^ having no other company than hit 
dog, looked about for food every vrticrc. At 
night he always made a little irttfetichmcnt at 
the foot of a tree, in order to fheltcr himfelf 
againft the wild beafts. One day a tygcr ♦ 
came near the place, wh^5c he flept -, his dog 
•watched by his fide, he faw the tygcr, and ran 
at it with a prodigious howL M^ it Beik-^ 
awoke^ and haftened to his affiftance ; the tyger 
let the dog loofe, but had wounded him : his 
mafter was obliged to kill him, left he fliould 
Qarn mad, and afterwards he eat him. Then 
beihg left alone ia this defart place, he fell on 
bis knees^ lifted up his hands to heaven, and 
thanked the Almighty for preferving him till 
J50W \ and refigning himftlf to Providence he- 
went into the country in order to feek for men. 
He foon found foot-ftqjs, and followed them 
to the banks of a river, where finding a piragua^ 
he crofles the jiver in it. On the oppofite ihofe 
were (bme Tndmns^ drying human flefli and fifh v 
they were of the nation of the yUtakapas^^ 
Vol. I. Z they 

« By this ttiiift always be underftood the American tyger, 
*^ i. e. the brcwn cat of P. Sjnopjis of ^uad* p. 179, *nd tho 
Cugacu^a of Pijo and MargroFue in their Nmt. Hifi* BraJH* 

+ This name figniiies men-eaters among the American na- 
tions. 
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they went towards M. de BeUe^Tjle^ whom they 
took for a ghoft,^ becaufe he was lean ; he 
pointed to his niouth, and made figns of" being 
hungry. The Indians would not kill him be- 
caufe he was exceffively lean ; they offered him 
fome human flefli, but he preferred fifli, of 
which he eat greedily^ The Indians looked at 
this cloathed man, dripped him naked and di- 
vided his cloaths among themfelves •, they then . 
carried him to their village in order to fatt«i 
him. There he had the good fortune to beconic 
the dog ^ of an old widpw. He recovered his 
flrength gradually ; but was extremely fad, 
confta^ntly apprehending, that his hods would 
facrifice him to their falfe deities, and afterwards 
make a feaft of his flefh ; his imagination was 
always ftruck with the terrible fight of the feafb 
which thofe barbarians made of the flefh of their 
fatteft prifoners of war, which I cannot help 
fhijddering at, whilft I relate it. He always ex- 
pefted' to receive a blow with the club, as foon 
as he Ihould be fat. The Indians held a coun- 
cil, 

tions. When they take an enemy in the wars, they make a ^ 
great feaft and eat his flefh. They commcmly live upon fifhj|P 
and drink the Cajpne, They can fpeak by figns, and hold 
long pantomime converfations. 

* An exprcffion wRich fignifies/^vf. 
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^il, in which they rpfolved that it wauld be 
fhameful and cowardly tb fcill a nteri, that did 
not come- to them to do any hafm, btit to de-^ 
fnand their hofpitallty * in confequencc of this 
refolution, he reniained a flavfe bf the widow* 
The fiift days of his flavery, though it was not 
a heavy one, werd very dilagreeable tohim, be- 
caiife he was obliged* to take cafe of the little 
childreii of thcle meri-t?ater5;, ^ftd to carry them 
on his flioulders, which was very troublefome to 
him ; for he was naked like them^ having no 
mere cloaths than wer^ fuflicient to make his 
naked nefs lefs indetent ; but the widow above- 
hientioned) having taken himundef her projec- 
tion, he was better* treated in the fequcL 

As M. de Bdl-lfie Wa^ young arid ftrong, he 
^acquitted himfelf very well of his funftions a5 
a flave, and even gained the good graces of his 
iniftrefs fo much, that fhe adopted him, and he 
was then fet at liberty, and looked upon as one 
belonging to the nation. He foon learnt the 
manner of converfing in pantomimes, and the 
art of ufing the bow and arrows as well as they 
could do it* They took him into the wars, 
where he fhe wed them his dexterity^ by killiirg 
one of their enemies with an arrow in their pr9- 
fence, he was then acknowledged a true warrior. 
Z'a An- 
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Another Indian having killed a roebuck, they dri- 
ed the flcfli of the. man and the roe, to make ufc 
of it as provifions on their expeditions. One day 
as they were walking, M. deBelk-IJle being hun- 
gry, aflccd for fomething to eat. An Indian 
gave him fome human flcfh, faying it was of thp 
roe-buck. M. de Belk-^ eat of it without 
knowing the cheat ; and ^he Indian afterwards 
faW to him : Formerly thou didft make difficulty^ 
but now thou canjl i^t t^an^s fi^fh as well as our- 
fehes : at thefe words M. de Belle-lfie threw up 
all he had eaten. 

► About two years after his captivity, fome de- 
puties arrived at the Attakapas^ from a nation 
who fent them the calumet of peace. A kind 
providential care! This nation lived in New 
Mexico^ and were the neighbours of the Natchi- 
toches^ where M. dcHuchfiros de Saint Denis com- 
manded, whQ was beloved and refpeded by the 
deputies of this nation, though they lived on 
Spanifli ground. After attentively confidcring 
M. de Belk'IJk^ they told the Attakapas^ that io 
the country from whence they came, there were 
white men like him : the Attakapas faid I^ was 
a dogy whom they had found towards the great 
iake, where his comrades were ftarved to death i 
riiat they had brought him to their habitations, 

where 
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•where a wcwiian had made- him her flavf • that 
they had taken him to war againft a nation 
which they conquered in* a battle, and that he 
. had diftrnguiflied himielf on that occafion, and 
ihewed them bis fkiU in fending an arrow, which 
killed, one of their adverfaries ; that -they had 
for that reafon adoptted him, and received him 
as a warrior. 

This ofiicerv wKo heard their Convcrfatioii, 
did as if hp took no notice of it •, and immedi- 
ately conceived the idea of returning to his 
country : he took onf of the Indian deputies a- 
p^rts and qiieftioned hinpi much about the white 
ni^ be had feen.. l/L. de BtUe-Ifie had luckily 
preferved his commiflion in a box; he jnade 
fome ink with foot, and wrote with a crow-quill 
the following words : " Tb thi firfi chief of the 
^' white men. I am fuch and fuch a perfon, aban- 
*^ doned at the bay qt St. Bernard -^ my comrades 
" died of hunger and wretchedaefs before my 
" face, and I am captive at the Jttdkapas.'* 
This unhappy officer gave his commiHidn to the 
Indian, telling him it was fome fpeaking paper; 
thaty by prefenting it to the chief of the French in 
bis country, he would be well received. The 
Indian believed, that this letter had fome^ng 
^ivine in it, becaufe it was to fpeak for him to 
Z,3 the 
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the ^Mth^ His countrymen warned to take It 
from him ; but he cfcapcd by fwimmiflg flcrofs 
4 river •, and left he ihould wet the letter, he 
held it up ia the air. This Indian^ after a jour- 
ney of one hundred and i fifty leagues, arrived 
at the' NaUki^ochfs * J an Indian nation.- THe 
French commander there at that time being M. 
Uucheros de St. De::iSj an officer cxf diflindion, 
known for having made the firft journey over 
land from Lcuifia^a to MexicP:, where he married 
the Spanifh governor's niece. The. Indian gave 
him M. ii BtJle^lJl^% letter, and M. de St. Denis 
received him very well, and made him many 
prcfentsj after which, this officer began to cry 
after the nianner of the Indians, who aiked what 
ailed him ? He anfwered, he wept for his bro* 
ther who was a captive among the Atiakap^s. 
As M. de Saint Denis \yas in great efteem with 
the nations about him, the Indian whO' broftight 
the letter promifed to 'fetch M- de Belle- Ifley and 
fome other Indians joined him. 

M. de Saint Denis gave them forpp fhirts and a 
hat for M. de Belle-IJle^ and they fet • out imme- 
diately, ten in number, on horfeb^ck, and arm- 



f A llation near Mexico. There is a fcttlemcnt of Ipdians 
pX\ the Ri*viere Rouge, or Red-river. 
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cd with guns ; promifihg*to M. de Saint Dms to 
return in two maons time with his brother upon » 
horfe, which they led with them. 

On arriving at the Juakapas, they difGharged 
their fire-arms feveral times, the e:feplofian of 
which the other Indians took to be thunder : 
they gave M. de Belle IJle the letter of M. de Saint 
Denisy^ which mentioned, that he had pothing to 
fear with thofe Indians, and that he rejoiced be- 
forehand that he fhould fee hkn. The joy which 
this letter gave to the officer is inexpreffible ; 
however he feared that the Attakapas would op- 
pofe his departure. But the chief of the depu* 
tation madfe him get quickly on horfeback, and 
went off with his whole troop. Tht Attakapas 
being frightened with the report of the mufkets; 
did not venture to fay any thing, and the woman 
who had adopted M. de BeUi-IJjle Ihed tears. 
Thus this officer efcaped from a captivity, which 
might otherwife have lafted as* long as his life. - 

The Indian who carried off M. de Belk-IJle was 
as proud as Hernando Cortez when he conquered 
Montezuma^ the iaft emperor of Mexico. They 
arrived at the Natchitoches^ biit did not find M. 
de Saint Denis there ; for he was gone to Biloxis^ 
Z 4 whicl) 
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which ivas theyci ^e chief place of Lau^Ha^ 
Jf0w Orleans being. nQt yet built. 

M. dVrvillicrs^ who commanded at the JV^/- 
fhitOf:hi^An M^Sainf Denies abfencc, fcnt M. (k 
BdU-yii and his efcort to M. ds Bmvilky then 
governor erf" L^ui/s^na* That general embraced 
him, beipg happy to fc? him, and Kbcnilly re^ 
warded his delivei^ecs* Every one compliment- 
ed him on his efcape from this captivity ; M. 4p 
^uHville gave him a fuit of cloaths. 

This officer has finqq been very ufcful to the 
governor, by his knowledge of the <:«ftom$ of 
the Attaka^as^ whom the Spaniards of New Me- 
i^/V^ CQvld never fubduC) as they have^dOt^c witk 
the othfW" nations of their empire- 

M. de Bknvilk fcnt a prcfent to the 4^tak^^ ' 
and another to the widow who had adopted and 
protefted M. de BelU-JJlc. 

Thefe people^ who did not ejjpe^ this genero- 
iity from the governor^ fcnt ambaHadors * to hinqi 
tp thank him, and to make an alliance with the 

French. 

f The chief of the embafly addreiTed the following fpcech 
to M. de Bi^tpuille, which M. de BeJle- J/kinttTprcted; <<My 

• ' " fadjcr, 
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French. M. de Belle-IJle's miftfefs attended in 
perfon ; fince this period the French have always 
been humanely treated by the Attakapas^ who 
have at their defire left off the barbarous cuftom 
of eating human flefh. 

When the Attakapas came to T^ew Orleans^ 
they were well received by all the French^ in* 
gratitude of the reception M. de Belk-IJle had met 
with among them ; for without them, he would 
have undergone the* unhappy fate of his compa- 
jiions. 

M. de Bienville fometimes procured himfelf the 
diverfion of a pantomime ^ith thefe cannibals, 
by means of M. de BeUe-IJle^ who, as their pu- 
pil, converfed with them by geftures. The Ai^ 
takapaszx^ armed with bows and very great ar- 
rows ; they cultivate maize, as the other North 

American 



** father, the wl»t« jnan, whom thoy fecft here, is thy flefii 
<< and blood, he* was united to us by adoption. His bothers 
*< were ftarved to death, if my nation had fbjind them fooner, 
** they would live ftill and enjoy the fame prerogative." 

The hofpitality ihcwn to M. ^ Mk-ljk by the Jtiakafmst 
convinced us, that we muft regard their cruelty only .as a 
fault of education,' atid that nature has planted fentiments of 
^manity in their breaft. 
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American nations dp. This part of the world is 
of fuch an extent, that it has not yet been pof- 
lible to become acquainted with all the nations 
in it, nor with its limits. 

In 1759, M. de Marigni de MandeviUe*y an 
officer of diftinftion, formed the defign, .with 
the confent of the governor of Louifiana^ of ma- 
king new di^fcoveries towards the ifle of Baryta- 
riaj of which we know the coafts but very im- 
perfedly : with this intent he made a general 
map of the colony. ' This officer has difcovere^ 
this unknown country at his own expence, with 
jbdtfatigable zeal, which charaft^ri^* a worthy 
citizen, who is always occupied for the glory of 
his prince, and the enlargement of his poffef. 
fions, 

I have endeavoured, in my preceding letters, 
to give you an abridgment of the hiftory of the 
country, from the time of its difcovery till npw, 
and an idea of the fituation of its commerce, and 
likewife of every thing that feemed inftruftive 
and amufing to me. I do not believe I have 
omitted any thing material, I (hall now finifh 

our 



* See the Memoirs of this ofl^ccr, priijted at Paris, by 
Quillaume De/prh^ in the rue S, Jicfuis 17^5. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LOUISIANA. 34f 

ouf correfpondetice by fonie obfcfVaiiotts on the 
natural hiftory of this colony, of. which you 
could learn nothing from the fpecial relatioi\s 
that are pubHfhed. You muft know then. Sir, 
that all the fruit-trees which have been tranf- 
pojted thither from iB«r^^ fucceed very well 
th^r^^ M. Fazende^ one of the fupeVior council 
of LoHtfiana^ has brought a fig-treie from Pro- ■ 
vence^ the figs of which are excellent ; as this 
tree is propagated by layers, it richly fupplies 
all the habitations with them; .Among th^ fruit 
peculiar to this cojuntry, , there is one called a 
battledoe, itfeas thefigure and taftc of a pickled 
cucumber. This fruits is very common about 
M^iiley and it is very refrcQiing. 

The piakmin'e i$ a kind of medlar, called cu- 
goufie by the: Indians -, this fruit, which is no 
bigger than the European medlar, is. yellow and 
red like an apricot ; it is a very good aftringent, 
and an excellent remedy to flop the dyfentery^ 
and bloody flux. The Indians make bread of 
it, in the form of ginger-bread, and dry it for 
their long voyages *. 

The 
b. I " ■ ' ■ * I I ■ 1 1 III ..III II 

r ■ [ 

* The piakmine has yet another^ virtue; take a quantity of 
its ifeed$, pound them, then infufe frefo water upon them, 

which 
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• The yafmiM fruit has the form and colour of 
a kmon ; it is odoriferous, and taftes like Banian 
figs s it ieeds refemble beai;^ \ they are a poifon 
to hogs 4;. 

Hiere iare a number of orange and peach tree$; 
and both the oranges and peaches ai^ fo- com^* 
mon in this cotony, that they are left under the 
trees to rot. 

There are apple-trees and plum-trees 9 and 
whole forcfts of walnut-trees v of which there js 
a whits kind or the Mu^y and another black ; 
both kinds bear nuts ; they are as in Europe of 
different goodnels for eating 5 there arc Jikewife 
fome walnuts as big as the fift, but they are bit- 
ter, having very thick and hard ifliells. There 
is a tree which bears a fxxxit ciihA' pacannies ; th^ 
are obloijg like almonds, and more delicious : 

tj-te 

■ I II II ■■ ■ ■ I _ l !■ I I I I 1^ I H I II I ^ I II .J J l U M I 

which miift ftaiMl upon ^ija twchty-foar hours ; ftrain the 
water through a cloth and keep it in a bottle. When you arc 
attacked with the gravel, drink a glafs full of the infu£on 
fafting, and continue to do it till you arc cured f. * 

f This is perhaps the periimon, Jh/jfj^fros Virginians 
Linn. F. 

% This plant fecms to he ^c of thip vaiious kinds of 4«w4', 
which grow over all the warmer parts of North-Amtrica* F. 
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die Indians make an oil of it, to ieafbn their ^« 
gamiUy with. 

It is a circumftance worthy of admiration, to 
fee the providence of the Creator, who has 
planted fuch a number of fruit-tries of various 
kinds in this part of the new world* There arc 
thoufands of curious animals^ knpwn before nei* 
ther by their 0iape nor by their name, and of 
which men <^,ihe preceding ages have not evea 
bad an idea. 

There are red and likewife white bays ; the lat-* 
ter bears a white flower Uke a tulip-, it is an ex- 
ceeding bufliy tree, and would be an ornament 
to the gardens of European monarchs : the In- 
dians call it the tree of peace *. 

N«r the banks of <-rivcrs there ar« vines, 
which climb fo high along the trees, that when 
the grapes are taken off, they can ofc^n make a 
whole barrel full of wine from a fingle ftock. 
Thefc vines grow without cultivation, and 
the wine that is tnade of them is very 

harfh 



* This is probably eidicx the tuUftree^ liriodendron tuUpi'- 
fera, Linn, or the laurus teJti'vaHs. Linn. F. 
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hatfh*. There are many mulberry-trees ^ irt 
the woods, and th(sir berries are very fweet ^therdf 
are likewife feme that always keep the figure 
of fhrubs, and their berries are made ufe of for 
jellies. 

There is a tree in the woods full of fpirics of 
fix inches in length; its wood is fo hard, that 
it makes the edge* of the hatchets * blunt, and 
fometimes breaks them. The Indians, by 
means of fire, make mortars of it to crufh their 
maize in. This tree bears pods about a foot 
long like caffia ; the fruit they contain is gum- 
my and flicking, having feveral feeds Hke beans. 
It is an excellent' laxative, and the Indians take 
it as a purge. 

There arc rcfinous trees (fuch as pines, &c.) 
in the woods, which produce refin and tar ; 
there are likewife many trees, from which a kind 
of gum like terpentine runs down* 

There 



* The American foreds have three kinds of vines ; the 
*%)itu labrufca^ *vulpinay^ and arborea^ Linn< And this, here 
mentioned^ feems to be the laft. F. 

f The morus rubra Linn, is the mulberry-tree, known to 
grow in North America, F. - * 
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There is a Ihrub which we call drier j or the ' 
wax-tree, and it refembtes an olive-tree. It 
bears little berries like jqniper, they are melted 
in water % and give a kind of wax for candles ; 
this wax is of a fine green, and has an aromatic 
fmell. The Sieur Alexandre^ a furgeon and che- 
mift, is the firft that difcovered it here. The 
academy of Sciences gave him a penfion for this 
difcovery. He has Jikewife found the method 
of bleaching it, as we do bees wax in Europe. 

WhilftI was in Louifiana^ the inhabitants got 
from Si. Domingo plants of fugar-canes, in order 
to make plantations q£ them. M. Dubreuily who 
commands the militia of citizens, was the firfl: 
planter that built a fugar-mill at New Orleans. 

. It is known, that fugar is. made of the juice 
of a reed or caoe, which is propagated by lay- 
ers •, it grows tall and thick, in proportion to the 
goodnefs of the foil. The canes have joints at 
certain diftances v when thefe arc ripe, which is 
cafily known by the yellow hue which they get, 
they are cut.above the firft joint, which has no 
juice •, the leaves on both fides are plucked off; 

the 



• Boiling water. The tree is the;, candleberry myrtle,, 
myrica cerifera. Linn. F. 
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tW ca^s gre ntade up iato bundje$, and bfrought 
to the mill, wiiere they zxt cruflied between two 
^n^oodcn cylinders, covered with fteel. A ne^po 
puts the canes between the cylindera, whkh 
prefs all the juice out, which is received in a 
great hollow, from whence it goes through a 
leaden pipe into a reservoir, which kads it ioGo 
tie place where the ovena are^ which ere defti- 
md to boil it in great boikrs. When the juice 
is refined, it i« pojored iii«) another boUcr ; it 
muft be continually ftirred, and boiled till it has 
a proper confiftency ; ^ukl when the fugar is ^ot 
to the firft Hate of perfe&ion, it is put into 
fornos (^ earthen ware, in order tx> be refined ; 
it aoquites the fecond degree of pcr&dbn by the 
opening being conrettd.witb day ta prevent the 
air from ading upon the fugar, and that it may 
not harden too much before it is refined by the 
feparauosi of fynap^ and mekdles^ 

It is with the fcum of fxipLt tfaflt they mike 
t»ffi4 Qr kiil-deviL This liquor is prepared as 
brandy b in France -^ and goes through the ftilL 
The Mi^opeans mjlmeiim prefer it to brandy £>r 
quring of wounda. They iUoe^^ make rum 
with it. 



In 
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' In the coumry of thc'Illinois tKere is aUtd* 
fhrubi about thrfec feet high, wWch bears a 
fruit of the fize of a fmdl apple, and of the 
tafte of citrons. The woods there likewife con- 
tain chefnuts, and hazel-nuts of the fanie kin^ 
as in Frame. 

' Ltnuijaka abptinds with good fitiiplcs ; aniong 
them is the ginjtng^ the root cf which is an 
excellent rcfforatire, jainp, rhubarhy fnaki- 
roQt^ farfapurillay and 5/, Jnhifs wott^^ of 
which they make an excellent oil for healing 
of wounds. The following is the Indian doc- 
tor's method of making the oil. They take an 
earthen pot, and put the flowers of St. John's 
wort in it, and fome bear's oil above it 5 the 
pot or vafe is well ftoppcd up^ and expofed to 
• Vol. L A a the 
' ' j7' — • ' ; -; 

^ Ginfimg is the plant fo much in requed in China ; it if 
Panax quinque/oliump Linn, See Ofbeck's Voy. to China» 
Vol. i. p. 222. andKalm's t^ravels into North America, vol. 
iii. p. 1 14. ahd Catelby's Nat. Hift. of Citollna, app. 1. 16. 
■ ■> ■ Jaiaf is the MimhtUs of Linnasufs, there a|^ fcveral fpe- 
cieu of {t.^-^'^^Rhuharb is the Rheum Linn, but probably not 
the true one.-^ — •^Snakt^oot^ perhaps the Pefygala Senega, 

Linn* or elfe an jir^olochia. Sarfaparilla, Smilax far/a* 

Panita^ Linn.— St» John^s wort, Hypericum, Linn, there 
are many plants of this genus in North America ; and it it 
among the dfjtderata of the bqtanift tb know ivhas j^e^es ai« 
eaajployed for medicinal ufes*. F. *•, 
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the morning fuh ^ the heit concentrated in ihe 
vafc turns the oil of a red colour, andgi^csit 
an agreeable fmcll, which cures and purifies all 
kijids of wounds. There arc even plants which 
have the virtue of ferving as counter-pcufbns ; 
but it is a rare and precious gift to man to know 
them, and to know how to make a proper ufe 
of them .; the Creator has not granted this know- 
ledge to all men. There are numerous fimples 
proper for cleanfing the mals' of blood, and of 
^ich the Indians have a peculiar knowledge. 

There are forefts of /(^itfrar trees .*, the wood 
of which is ufed.in phyfic, tind for dying 5 thctc 
is likewife xht copal tree -f-, whofe gum is aft ex- 
tellent balfam, equal in goodncfs to the balfam 
of Peru •, the animals which are wounded by 
hunters, cure themfelves by rubbing a^ainft th# 
tree from which this balfam ejtfudes, wMch 
has an aromatic fmell. The tndiahs have in 
their huts bitter gourds and calabaftics, of which 
latter they make a peftoral fyrup ; maiden-hair j 
which is a good peroral medicine, and the caf- 

My 

' - , ' ' ' 'I ' ■ " V 

'^ SaiTafras-tree grows all over North America, it is Lou- 
rusfajfafrasi Linn. 

- ■ t '<lofal trde grows only in the fcuthern part -of North 
America, Rhus copallinum^ Linn. 
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Jkii which U a good dluretiq *. Whcii the 
jdtafcAts ftrong, it excitel a. kind of con^ulfidns ; 
^hich, howev^, Ccafe imnnediately. The Jlli^ 
Jmmon Indiana call it the limner of valour. The 
natives of America value their fimples more than 
all the gold of Memo and Perii. 

You find Teveral forts of curJous anknals il) 
Lm^/moi which are unknown in Europe. 

The wild ctoc is very large and ftrong ; thci 

French and the Indians make various ufcs erf it 5 

thef eat its fle&y which ihey fait . or dry % they 

make coverings of its hide. The wild bull i3 

covered with a very fine wool, with which they 

iiaake good matraffes •, of its tallow they make 

candles, and its pizzles afford cords to the In*' 

. dian bows. The Indians work its hofns, and 

^ake them into mieouens or fpoons^ and into 

.pomler-'horns* 

A a 2 The 



* Bittef gourds, Colo^uh/n, Cucumis colocjnthii, Linn«-^ 
Calabalhes, Cucurhita lagenaria^ Linn. — Maiden-hair, Adi^ 
antum pidatum^ Linn, grows all over North America^ froiti 
Canada down to Virginia^ and is much eileemed as a medi' 
cinal herb. See Kalm^s Trav. to North Amcr. vol. iii. p* 
113.— Caffinc IS the Prinos glahevj Linn., mentioned ill 
Lf tter XVI. p. 249. jF* 
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The wild ox has a bunch or hump on its 
back * like a camel. It has long hair on the 
-head like a goat, and wool on its body like 
fheep, which the Indian women fpin intp 
threads. 

On going towards the head of the river M/^ 
fiuris^ you find all forts of wild beafts. The 
wild goats and their young ones are very com* 
mon at certain feafons-f. Thefe animals are 
very lively and pretty ; the females have double 
burrows or ringlets to their horns, and are not io 
big as ours : the French, that eat of them have 
aflured me, that the young venifon was a3 good 

as 



* The hump is fituated on the ihoulders. The animal ha^ 
been defcribed by Linnaus under the name of Bos hi/on, and. 
drawn by Catejby in his fiat, Hift. of Car6lina^ app. t. 20. 
and in Mr. Pennant'* s Synopfis of ^adrupeds^ p. 8. t. II. f. 2. F. 

f This animal feems to be of the antelope kind, perhaps 
the Temamafama of Hernandex^ an animal i^ich hitherto has 
not been noticed by our zoologies. It feems not to be an 
animal belonging to the goat kind, on account of the double 
ringlets or cornichons mentioned by the author. Tills would 
be perhaps a new animal ; and however it be, it will defenre 
the attention of our natural hiHorians. And as the EngllA 
dominions now extend to the river Miffifippi, it would cer- 
tainly b^ worth while to defcribc the animals upon that river, 
and thofe that fall into it. F. 
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as the Ik0^ mutton. As the Indians of thefe piuts 
do not ufe our mufkets, they kill them with aiv 
rows \ for thefe animals feed in the moimtains, 
and when they are wounded they cannot. climb 
fo eafily, and by that means the Indians catch 
them. 

The hunters have- likewifc told me, that they 
had found a large kind of eagle in the woods, 
of the ^cies called the royal eagle *. 

I think It my duty to mention to you the fia- 
gular manner in which the Indians hunt and take 
thefe birds, which the northern nations efteem 
very much, ■ becaufe they adorn their calumets 
of peace with eagle's feathers, which they call 
feathers of valour. 

This kind of hunting is referred for the di- 
verfion of old warriors, as it requires no exercife. 
The old man who intends to take eagles, firft of 
aU examines the places which afe moft frequent- 
ed by them ; after that, he brings jSefh, the en- 
trails of animals or dtad fnakes to thofe fpots, 
and faftens thefe baits to forae fixed wood. The 
A a 3 firft 

* The royal eagle is tlieFaico CAty/aetos, Linn, or gcUen ea- 
^&,Penn. Br. Zool. fol. 6i. ub. A. &in 8vo vol. i. p.121. F. 
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fnA eag^ tba£ comes Actt eats of it» gi^wj; f%» 
^liai: with die place, :aod attra&s others pjf hijs 
«%ttdm thich^, chat greedily difp^te th^ pref 
eimk each other. Thetithe (dd ipeja dig^ ^ l^iiad 
«»f mhi ^ hollow at the top of the ^1 ^ h^ 
makes a chimney or vent to it which h^^opp 
Vp with a bundle of fagots, on which he place? 
th*- baits : he fu&rs the bird to eat its fill 5 then 
^ pots his hand$4 jwhich be h^ wrapt jbQ a Ijitlc 
fack of leather thi*pugh fonac ftraw^WKkr tfep 
faggots 5 takes hold of the eagle's legs, pulls it 
-Aiwn, wraps it in :hiK axrhidfl, md io kills it. • 
if he is lucky ^nrnt^ i%Q take five cr fiit««f tbe«i, 
lie is ccmteAt, becaufl^the ^safhem-ar^ mlti^ticte 
^ tride throughout Nrifh^Jlmmiia.^ Wl^^my 
of hunting is npt v^ry . troiibWbitic : ihc baits 
are taken together by the old. maa's cbildnrf^ 
and thp women fend him vidluals, 

Youlifcewife fee 'bares* and mhitir i)dai«irho£p 
^in is ¥ery fine ahd idft.*^' The ^ga7'c£ Louig- 
;inadifierfrom thoife^of Afnc£taad Soiitb ^itK> 

. ;r., .• rica^ 

■ " ■ * ■' " ■■<>>»■■ m ii iJ iiii » i » nm i M »* >fui i i ' 

fpt p. 105. to differ froin the European ones ; (6 that is im- 
proper to think the American ones to be the fame F. 

t T^ ^'hite benr'her? i3||ptU)ncd, ealinot }^ thp jmtt Po- 
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jrica, bccaufe they have no fpots. J They take 
the roc-deer as cats do mice. As to the tygir- 
tats.% they kill the wild oxen in the following 
manner. They gct*upon a tree, in a little path 
where the oxen are ufed to go to the river -, and 
as they come by, the tyger-cats fall upon the 
Hecks of the oxen, bite throu^ their throats and 
A a 4 kill 



lar bear^ Pe^n. Synn. Quad. p. 192. to ^o. f. i. as this lat- 
ffit is onl/ to be met with in the moft frigid parts of oqr 
globe ; and the foft hair here mentioned will not admit to 
think of die pdar bear^ whole bair is like briflles. The com-^ 
mon black bear is ibniedmes found quite white in Siberia, 
«fid dierelbre it is not iia|irobaUe.that fo«ie of tbe£e white 
j»i^rs are found in the interior pares pf North Amirica. Beildes 
this, I find it neceffary, here to obferve, that the black Fir* 
gittia hear feems to me to ]^e a Q}ecies diiFerent from our Eu- 
ropean bears, my rcafons for this opinion are thefe : Jtrjt^ 
the European bear has never fe black a coat as t)^ yirginian, 
Jjtc^iully^ the fnout of the Virginian is longer, and the he%i 
^alkr ^an in our Europeaj^ ones ; /A/nag;, the European 
^ar is mote dumfy tl^^ the Virginia. F. 

X The NortH American tyger is the CugtuUara cf Marg- 
grave, or the it'owM Cut* Pinn^SyM* fuad. p. 179. In 
jSoiith Amecica h is ixsimf^f\y l^rce on account of the heat 
of the climate, and miftakenly Called a lion. F, 

§ The American tyger*cat is the pich<m dufud mentioned in 
' fCatm's^ra'velsf'VoL 3. p, 275, and Penn. Syn> fuad. Cay en- 
pe C^. p. 182. 
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kill them; their ftrength and their horils ap« 
rendered ufelefs by thb treachery. 

J'hp wood rat or hdioH-rat is pf the fizp <>f a^ 

JEurdpean G^t j its head is like the head pf a fox^ 

ir has feet like a monkeyi and the taiji of a rat.*" 

This animal is very curious ; I pnce killed a fe^ 

fn;^c that had fcven young ones ; what is moft 

furprifing is to fee them all ftick fait to the teats, 

where they grow, and continue till they are abte 

to run about •, then they drop into a xnfmbrane 

(that forms a pouch : thofe young ones which I 

faw. were ^ bjg as npw-bora mice i nature \\2^ 

furniihed the female with this popch under the 

belly, which is covered wi;h hair, as a retreat for 

her young ones, when they are purfued, by 

means of which the rnothef can fave tliem and 

carry then) off. Their fliefli taftes like that of a 

fucking pig I their hair is whitifli, and they have 

lil^wifc a down or wool like the beaver. This 

pretended rat, lives in the woods upon the feeds 

of beech-trees, upon chcfouts, walnuts, and 

acorns^ J haye o^en eaten of tfaem on my 

voyages : their fat is very white and fine ; ^ fine 

pomatum or unguent is made of it for the Her 

morrhoids. 

Here 

• This is the Virgmian O^um. Fenn. Sjn, quad^ p» 
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Were is likewife an animal, tvhich they call the 
wood-cat ; it is of the fize of a fox, and nothing 
but its tail is like that of a cat. This creatur6 
is very fond of oyfters •, it refembles a marmot 
jn its figure; and may be tamed like adog, . 
licking and fawning upon its mailer, whom it 
follows every where •, it ;akes its food with its 
paws, like a monkey, I believe thefc were the 
dumb dogs which thi Spaniards found, wheii they 

difcoveted the Antilles or Caribee iflands,* 

.* -• ' . ' ' . 

There are four forts of lquirrei$;in Louifianas 
large, black, red, :grey, and little ones of the 
fize of little rats ; the latter are called, flying 
fquirtels, on account of a membrane which join^ 
their four legs, and which they extend in jump* 
ing from one tree to another.-}-"^ '' ' 

; tllmFrmeh and the Indi4m hm€^h^n:Xc\^ mc 
that the fnakes have the pow^ of faj^in^ting 

fquim 

t Tkis animal &ers; caHed weod-cs^ is cofiimdi) all over the 
Biitiih. colonies in Amisrica, and known by tke n^mc of Rac^ 
soofii jfce Penn Syn. quad, p. 199. Urfus lu/cus. Linn, and 
JCalm's Travels into North America, voL'i. t.* 2. p. 96^ 
2o8- F. 

f Black fquimJ, fdurui niger. Linn.-f-rcd fyxiTrd/ciurus 
ftriatui. Linn.-' grey 'fiiniirel,*'^/»r*/ ttneteks. Linn.— -flying 
iquirrel^ fciurus *volaifSf linn. F. 
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iquUrdsj this I wUhcd to fee with my own eyes. 
I cannot avoid communicating; n)y obfervations 
on this fubject to you. I was once hunting u 
the Mnois, in a wood which a^boynded witfi 
hwelputs, which 13 a very nice food for fquirrejf ^ 
dicy wore likewifc very plentiful there ^ I heard 
^pon a tree, under which I ftpo^ ^be fad cry of 
a fquirrel which fecmpd frightcnecj ^ I di4 not 
|cnow what ailed it; at laft I perceived a feajkc 
hung oyer a branch 0^ the tfee^ looking upAs^grdii. 
waiting for its prey ; and the unhappy fquirrel, 
^ter leaping. frhm branch to brancfa> ieil into |j^e 
jnouth of the Inakc, wb|cfc fwalfowod k, / ; 

Wifhout e^uering into a phylicfl detail, I im^ 
^jbe the lquif4:d Wfts fgdfeinatcd by the fpake w 
the following maaner* The antipathy p( xkp 
iijuirrel, makes it look upon the fnakc as fattened 
to tfaciree^ ^hcfn it fees k thlas iiftmoveable^land 
liung upon a brafidhi therefore inKead of-^rt^ 
-h^arking that it is only a fnare, laid by its advcr- 
• 4afy, k jump s fmm 4»raAck ^ bModb., ^mit vwm. 
*to inftik (^ fnake 5 when by jumping rouiid the 
'reptile, the latter fees it near chough to datt up- 
on^ feizc and fwallow it.f Many authors 

pretend 

f TM« i«>y^i.ftgcJMO*is e^p^ic^io^, >ut it fujppgfes, 
•^IM: ;V£e.q>^ atlrib^eljojthe fc^iurgl i^cer feelings, than ani- 

9i ^^^ 
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pretend that the fnakes have an atiraflivc 
power. 

The cunnnig of fnakes is admirable ; I have 
fcen feme, which perceiving that I looked at 
tliem, did not ftir at all, in order to make me 
believe they were not there, and always conti- 
nued in the fame attitude ; but as foon as I went 
afide to get a flick or (lone to crufh thek* heads, 
the fnakes made off and 1 did not find them 
again when I retufned. This is, an experiment 
f have often made in the defarts which I have 
gone through, and where tliefe animals are 
common. • f 

There arc many forts of them, of .which the 
moft remarkable i$ the rattle-fnakej having foqr or 
jive round bones,, at the end pf the tail, which 
make a kind of npife by rubbing againft one ano- 
ther, fimilar to the Jioife of a child's rattle. The 
Jndian women poundTthis rattle and fwallow it 
when they are going to lye-in, becaufe they pre- 
tend that they can by its affiftance bring forth 
without pain. The fat of the rattle-fnake makes 



mab if^ genpiai w<l%ui^s in particular have ; anothier me^ 
thod to acco.um &r t]|j(y>]:rtexid94 f^rcination, fee in Kalm^^ 
Tra<i'els I. p, 31^. note. F * 
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an excellent unguent for the rheumatic paind ; 
this unguent penetrates into the body, to the very 
bones. 

It is generally believed that the nunfibcr of 
Vfrtfkrds iti the rattle cncrcafes with the age of tbe 
jToake*, I have feen fome rattle-fnakes fo big, as 
to be able to cat a whole roe-deer, by funking ,it 
Iktle by little, ]\ 

. There }s anpther kindof fcrpent, whjch they 
call the whipper,/£W^«^r ; it is red on t)ie belljr 
^nd black on the back i it 13 fometimes about 
twenty feet long^ and when it finds any body ia 
the water, it twines round him fo violently as to 
take aw4y bis Ijre^th, ^u^d drown hxtti;^ 

^fhat fnal^e which i^ called the .whijikr is 
about two feet long, but is fo mu?h*rpore daq- 
gerousjbecaufe it is c^ot (p eafily feen, beiqg very 
little 5 fo tf^at the IridiapVand negroes often tread 
upon and are bitten by it: it has. a prodigious wide 
fnouth ^nd lyhen ang;ry, i^ whillles at a terrible 
, . ! '\ \ jate. 



* Thjs fnakc is rcprcfcntc4 by Cote^nauJuft^ rf Caroh 
n. 46. It might be called coluber erythrogafier^ for Catefby 
calls it the copper- belUed-fnake\ The circumftaiice here mea* 
tioned, relative to its twifting round people in the water, 
and its cfiormous Ace are both new. F*. 
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rate, and therefore the Indians call him horhuy^ 
that b, whiftkr. During my. voyage to Toikbek* 
he J a whiftkr hidden under the leaves, bit a fol-' 
dier of my detachment, who trod upon its tail ; 
the foidier was barefoot, and the fnake was ib 
angry that it got hold of his big toe and would 
not let go i?s hold. I was very uneafy and forry 
to fee this foidier expofed to perifh he being my 
interpreter; I applied to an Indian dodor w1k> 
accklentallywent by the place, where we wercw 
He took a powder out of a little fack, and blew 
it through a tutyr upon the fiiake*s head, which 
died inftantly \\ he put another powder upon the 
wound, which prevented the poifon from taking 
its eflfed; he likewife gave fome of it in watw 
to the patient, who was quite well after. I re- 
oMnpenfed this juggler very handfomely ; I wifli- 
ed likewife to know his fecret, but he would not 
teach it me, and aftcd like a quack telling me 
haughtily that the matter of life had communi- 
cated it to him alone.* 

The 



* It is highly probable that this powder, was of the root 

or whole plant of the ariftolocfda anguicida a Mexi<:an plant, 

which probably grows likewife in Louifiana^ and according 

'to Dr. Jacquin is an infallible remedy againft the fnakes, for 

thefc animals arc adually fefciaated and even killed by it. I^ 
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Th^re are very large and lotigcfoc^iUj 6r aSiga^ 
iars in fome pam of the river Mifijippi $ they wtt 
^ carnivorous^ that if they find a man aflee^ on 
ihe land, they carry Wm into the wat^ and de-^ , 
vour him, though they arc elfe very cowardly, 
and run off as foon aa one walks towards tt^m i * 
it feldom happens^ ikat they eat i, man, becau& 
it is fb eafy to dcape from them % they purfue 
thc^c that fly from them, and are very formi- 
Aible in the water. The all^ator is the moft 
korrid animal in nature and I cannot without 
horror remember that which hfui almoft carried 
ttie into the river of tmbikhe^ I thought I faw 
the devil juft comt out of hell, and I believe he 
tould not be better reprefented thatt under that 
hideous form -, its back is covered wkh impenetra- 
ble 



Carthagcna the Indians chew the root of tilts Arift$htkHlt 
and roix its juice with the faliva ; if one drop of this mix- 
ture is put into the fnake's mouth, it inebriates it, and you 
may handle the fnake as you pleafe ; if two or three drops 
are forced in ; and they reach the fnake's ilomach, convul* 
iions immediatly enfue, and the reptile dies. The Indian 
, who fhewed Dr. Jacquin this method, likewife informed him 
that he had been thrice bit by fnakes, and had always cured 
the wound by uling the Artftoloclda both internally and ex- 
ternally. The plant, itfclf has {o naufeous a fmell, that i( 
is always avoided by fnakes, and caufes, when chewed, 
vomiting even to men. See Jacquin's i£ft. SeIeA> Stirp* 
America^, p. 232. t^ 144, F, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



L O U I S I A N A. jgj 

bfe fcalcs, aimoft as ftrong as oy Iter-lhells, refitting 
die force of a ball from a muflcet. It is difficult 
to hurt an aUigator any where except in the eye* 
They are numerous in the red river : they ^^ 
torpid during the cold weather, and lie in thc- 
mud* with their mouihi open, into which the 
fifli enter as into a fbnnel, and can neither ad- 
vance nor go back. The Indians then get upon 
iheii' backs and kill th€m by ftriking their heads 
with hatchets, ahd this is a kind of diverfion fbf 
them. 

Here are likewife frogs of aii extraordinary 
lize, whofe croaking exceeds the roaring of a 
bull, bn my voyage from Mobile to New Or- 
leans, I touched at the Horn Ifland and found a 
ihcll fifli there, which the Indiahs call NaninateU^ 
which means Sea Spider ; it was petrified. Its 
outward covering confifted of a more Ihining 
varnifh than* the Chinefe ; its eyes were petrified 
and hard as diamonds. This fhell fiih is of the 

Ike 



* This ctrcumftaace .of the aHcgatcM'^s being torpid dar- 
ing winter, is quite new, and very rematrkabte for nataral his- 
torians. It feems almoft all the clais of animals called amfii- 
Ma, by Dr. Linnatusf when found in cold climates, groW tor- 
pid dmag wiater. F. 
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fize and figure of a barber's bafon tuhned'upfid^ 
4own, and has a very (harp tail about ten inches 
long, and they fay it is dangerous to be dung 
by it*; . ^ 

'^^ The higher parts of LouifiOHacwt^n bearers 
and others 5 the Indians fay that thefc beavers 
have been expelled by their brethren frqm Cana-^ 
day becaofe they were too lazy to join yith 
them in conflrufting the habitations which thofe 
animals make in common, and the dikes, to zU 
ter the bed of rivers, all which they contrive and 
execute with great art and induftry. 

The Karancroy a bird of prey, is of the (hape 
and fize of a turkey f, and the moft voracious 

bird 



• This (hell-fiih is now in ihe Marquis de Marignfs cabi- 
net of Natural Curiofities. 

This rare animal is nothing clfe than the kirijr's craS, 
common in the feas ail round America and the Weft^Indies \ 
mmocttks Pdjfphemui. Linn. Thefe animals arc employed in 
New-York to feed pigs with, and the ingenious gentleman^ 
who communicated this mnaFk^ addt, fomedmes it is eAtea 
even by the two legged p^. F. 

t Hence it is called Turkey Buzzard hy Catefby^ Cafot 
I. t. 6. — It is the Carrion Fulture, Foriler'^ N* Amer. Ani> 
jaalsy p. 8. and Fukur Aura, lAnu. 
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l)ird^iti€vrr^Wa$<ilnQKm 1 it fi>Uow$ Ibc huimM 
and likewife the convoys that travel to thtfirdif* 
fercnt ftations. They wait in flights, like ra- 
:vefts, for the deeAttiprtent ; tod thcnr they ttidm6 
land eat greedily all thw has bcai l^fcnathwci 
lafter ^i^hialt they go^ "tai towards tbe^^'l^ 
ci^pr iTbey m Af»d coi^esf diiirnfcai. 
*hers are jblack, «*a'lhe"^ft downy feaftiersiiwb- 
dtr the witigs, hav^ the quiditjr of fti^|»il%tfo 
bipod* •^' 

The Flmin^a is of the fame &tc^ tte«niiof 
its wings is bltqk^ the) back^ white^ • and the 

belly fltfft^e-coloUred^^* : •. * r 

Th^tt are; ftares .of two kinds ;, thd Iwft »ik 
of the fijse of the European ones : they dte'fo 
common that a hundred df thefn alt; often killed 
at one fhot ; they aro very good to eat but- the 

, inhabitants are obliged to guar4 th^iricro^s of 
maize and rice, which otherwife would .beea« 

* tirely eaten u{x by* ti^le birdsi thoyafi^ u black 
as jet, and haVe Cfeetipo^the wttig#^»fihet>right 
red; thdir^fcath^^ts*^^NMral>jf'«nfc,itnt^«^^^ 
Vol. I. *B b wear 

* Flamingo, Phxmcoptirui ruber, Linn. - . 
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mnr ihttfi, ahd &VMigi^ tt^- their dMie* ^ 
didB*» 

Here are p^rots and pamrfceets^ aod fior 
jays in glratabuiidtuice : in the country of the 
MfgmU there arc magpie^j only diflfereac 
£pQkn thfe European jcmes by their pluofiaccw 
-their* Uac^ aiKl wbil)e colours being fliaded; 
ihe JfidiaQft inahe orMMnts Ibr their tew of 
thenu 

jhe eyes are taktfiiif^yth the beauty of nature 

j^iaiSft«d l^ art; here flie afipeara as flic cao^ 

from the hands of the Qr^afOf^ befoie the fall 

of mam The ear of the traveller is enchanted 

>y the ibngs 6f die faird$» and efpecialty thofe 

.^of the tO^ckitg birdS) which are fond of being 

ju his company^ and ieeih formed bi> purpofe 

to m^e him 6>ig|tt the fatigues and t<ediou&e& 

lef. the jotMiry. Indeed as loon as the mocking 

.bird p^i^eives a man, he perches nesur him, and 

: fm^ ytry agrebablf , flying from phne to place ^ 

. aod in a wpiii^ d^ Irfrd is iniiktitable ; it fettks 

,.^ the K^ ef a tree^vand moeks or misnics all 

v.. * the 

' ,1 ■ ■■■■ 1 ; > I , , 

' *^iefe arc fte red^tmnged^am or maize ihitves mentioned 
and drawn in KthCs Travels^ Vol. II. p. 7^. Orhlus phctni- 
cius. Linn. . ' 
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IbeTotiier' :bir|s^ beiikewife khttacdi the itiew-^ 
bg of a cat. The motkiitg bird ibmclinQM 
^ome^ to the towns arid hoiifes, and appears en-^ 
fehiinted and ple^fed when one plays on any 
inftrument and even joins the concert } it ii of 
the fize of a ftare^ and of a blui/k grey colour i 
' if IS eafily tamed,- ^ fiOcWl youtt^ »< ^ 

* 1(^i^j»ebof a%^ighiblueii^^ 
Ml ^e thitKat ie i»-di? a^ fine md^ and^h th<i 
back of a gold green colour, it fings vary finely 
and is of the (ize of a cailary bird -f* 

l9troat bhck,- and a tireff of feaith«ft tfn ins 
head^ its UH Is ftroft| ahd i«d ; it Is i ll^d t)f 
•fparroWj which is very fond of men, and tomes 
to the fize of a lark, but whtfttes during {whtndt 
Hkeabtock-biid:^. ... 

B b 2 thi 



Jir 1 / I | - - 11 ^- Tf'S i ' nt i -"f i| - , , , ,|i| (^ 



* Mocking bird, Turdus Orpheus Linn. Kalm's Travds, 
VoLILp.90. F. 

^ Popi h the male of ^ Emienxa Ciris liiifL known by 
the name of painted Finch* F; 

X Cardinal bird^is the toxia CdrJinaliSi Linn* F. 
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- The Biji9p is islue mkied with purple Jmi of 
the fiztt of i»-finnct *. i :^'V . > : ':. ^ 

; ThctgoWi^nch is quite ydlow^ wH]iSh?|i??, 

...;.j Vj.^ i-....! ' *_> ! ,* . ! ; : ' = 

There h m Wr4^ih?y; ' Cft^ the ^frk^Kj \>^ 
caufe it is varied with many colours, and an- 
other crffcd iii# S^:f^ beuufe i^is.re4 4«i4Wac i 
the l4ft titrefi fpctica QPly)C«m«.t9ij^ij?^^ 

The humming bird is no bigger than a large 
))0etk,^'paiiitedwi;ti many bright aiyl Ring- 
ing colovrjii it Kvc^ upop fh<^ lwcctjjuj99 of 
^frenr as bees do ; it^ Jie^ is madi? (^ ^'Very 
fine cotton pr woolly ^bft^npe, aix4 fufequted 
on .^be branch of a tree :^. /There are num^r- 
lefs unknown birds, which would make:t]^e ^c- 
co^nt too long. 

I have feen butterflies of great beauty; I 
found two on my voyages (that hav%been eatch 

... , up 

^ >. - c ^ , 

* Biihop, Tanaffra^EpifiopUflMm. _ ' ,- ' * 

f Gcddfinchy Fringitta trtflis^ Lian. 

X Humming bird, Trockilus Coluiris, Linn. 
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I never beheld any thing more magnilic^nf V ^ 
feemed as^if the author of nature had been 
pleafcd to' throw upbti their vKup %t fihtfi%Ad 
mofr vivid colours ; the fineft and ][)tii%ft^gbM^ 
appeared mixed ambiig n:he othef cclodri "vnth^ 
admirable iymmctry. 

•^ Theft 'Buttctflite' were probabff ckrtitSWtl^i^ 
Akanzaihf a fudden*;ftorW; fbr itf t3ii ^JibleJ 
^acef'o?^ia thoufaridikgtft^ \Aifc^ f ^«f|^ 
thfbu^;;f haVe nevVibufld-^^^^^^ 
defired*f6mc Indians; c^tfte Ofages' nkixSni^ho 
Iive^e3ft'thi''tn1nes &FSt. ^BMeSo^ftti 

m the country where they were to be foulia,*tlic 
inhabitants were yery ftrocious^ ^d had nacrply 

fMfbJ*hf 6Y' men! '^ ^^-v-^t . : : y.<y4 ^^T 

mdtt cdrious are thofe which perch on treesVliav- 
In^-prettf ftron g claws at ^i\^ end uf their 
palmated toes ; th^ttiU^iliiUitriiifteA^Kil'Ihore 
trees which lean over rivers or lakes, and when 
thglf^y6^g^6»e^^^; 
water immediately, 
are (haded with tKe fibaft^otfburs i^^HheoQiiild Has 
a creft upon its^hfad^ 
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; Qa;i)ff} bfiol(S of mm therf 4f9 ^^^ <^e4- 

Thp Pelican, which d^e inhabitants of the 

pQuc|) hf ii4s yii4ef. 1^s> . throat, . is as while 
«p4^^iww ** * fwan, its bill >.»b()iit twelve 
ifchei ififi^i %h^ make mi^fs cf jts^flgq, ^pA 
pr«^^«*e ttic i»»ft^,< indigo :Wf|l|i iff. ^ 
This, pfti^ i9 ma4e iro^ ^ F^^^: ^i<i%r9#) 

W irppon-bin s, iwTOigibiii i^V^i^^_ 

an if0^ecary*s iitftnunent ib called irher«is 
Uk^iff a lHr4 c«|le().<^^(f«^;i^ wM ^ is 

... ' :*4'»«I^ 



/ 



Fw^ North. Aa. 4nio>a]«| p.. 1^ 

t • ■ ■ * * 

* 
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1^ n»tt3?r, it W9ui4 fi99M}rP whole vermes } | 
Ifsure tjjjs ^jfC^U «? «#ff Ifiwnpcl couptrym? li, M. 
Jiff ^o» and iV>|vi|!^^%j1!^Hjiv:PiM»4ert;;yktn 
.^ viA wofl;. I wii^ jp^^ Qify bf co^ficiit.Wt^ 

I airi,' STHJ Bcc.' •' ^ 
Jt f^XkUjfiu the ijl 



P, ^. Befoi« I .{XMiclMde ipy }(Rter IJbaj^ 
(pn^ jtO Jou t>f two .precious , pb^ts ia 
X^^Ufkii which «« ^e £idig» ^ ^hf 
iCi?//«r. -,, -. . 

. In4igo is t f>laii; jrefemJbUng the ^rff^of^Ge-^ 
9^/ia ve^ fniich* A kind o£ |t f s ;§iow^|g i^ 

hiUs aod near wopi^* T^^ w{iich i^ ct4ciieac^ 
;s l>JrQMS!it ffom 4ie Weft Indi^ 
iar? mo j^rops of it every y«ar. |t gpo^s t» ^ 
Jteigbt (rf two feet apd a half. Wbejii it k^n9^ 
iit is fuu ^nd l»Y)]U|^t inft) the place ii4iei«,>k^ 
$0 rot; this is a baiiding twenty feet high» 
without walls; but only fupportol by goA^ 
][n it they n>ake three troughs^ one above an- 
B b 4 other 
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«ochet; the^ Ib^vuft is mi^ fo, that the i^ater 
St camairtu, «uyr ftwoutof it, aiuTout^tf-tbte 
buikfing.. The recimd- ftih<S9 on Ae-pBgc of 
this,- (6 that the virjtor -it cdntains falb Sitt iSk 
firft,^^«<i the thind ii <fi%<ift(i in thfe fartit^j^krt- 
ner w«h regard to th^ fecoiMl.^-'TB*^**ft^feO 
^aves are pijt iinotlic ^pp^moflt trough-, with 
f certain quantity of water, and muft putrify in 
it. The man who is at the head oPtliSf^'TOafKir 
f^dure examines the indigo froai tim^ to "<ime^ 
and when he feet it is time to empty this trough, 
he turns the cock, and the water runs into the 
fecdnd troiigb j there is a^ prbper ti^e ^wRich 
muft^be weH obfer^ed fot dbing thb 8f>cAii^h^ 
for if the i^Unt remaitis too IcJhg iA rfhs^^tffrefy- 
fng place, the Ijjdigo beconaes black. ^ 

• -AfJfbon-asthc water is inthe feftortd tWugh, 
4t ii beateh til! flife ckyeftctt thinks It fofficicrit • 
tt'fe^uftfihdfliaBjt-by whV^^^^ feizc 

tl^foiti' i*e trtrc mom<^- -meh the Water has 
ticiiT^weJf'^teti,'- it is'fcft th fcttfe r'tlieindigo 
IbritiJ 4 kiHd of ledtm&iVatilhe bottoitn 6^ thfe 
eridgh; tft^ - water aboye^lt ttiuft hivrtinie to 
be^ifie- clear, aiici' i^ afterwards i4r5C*A dk 
by tlnefans of fcvtral cocfts placed abote eaA 
pyfeef, '.*•'.:•.' '' ' ••'- '' ' 
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s».3m 9iti%a is *^ ifiabrb W Jtkewifcl^End 

rtis?il'b rprtad.¥tfj^fi;i>o:i^ 

%j{tl !'<vi-i tnjt f:i::piW t: */ ::r,to 5:L nl v.:.:^:n4j:> 

lit ^.ipij^ piiptf rgrw up: a>^ are. wanted ^ h; 

pf the foiji, vhich ought to be light ; in .tl>9 
, Well India iflands they have four crops a-year, 
^11 MCt&^m^f: ckec^rcat;'beat,:>baitcinrX(zir[^;f<i 
thesjiL cafan^lhftvb a&Qwe dir^ r ^ ^^eiiodigo in:^e 
lathee :^Ela<K>klilQi3Rr|fe ixM ^ gSbd fil •'. l t )m 



1 






The ponon^lbaib it Ao: biggtr: tban^ a jx>% 
bulb, but fpreads mona; : It dqdfe-Hbt {mettilSb 
well in ftrong or rich grounds as in others ; there- 
Hole Hba£ oinikkrh ^oves^ in Lmtct Lads/tandWin- 
&rior{ki{gEX>dBe& ^^iH^t^ which'is tuktyateS in 
jdhe hi^er parts ofrtliat pravihce."*nr': . r ■ ;-> 
^: • . : "-jI /;./.:)'o;> : -^ !ii^^^ *:''} ii'^ ■ r.i « -j-iT 

' i ' Mefji fi< 001 * ijlj I ' JU 'i j I ■ w ail wiij lo ^tuoi A a» v 

lA^oK^o^i is t{ie Sopkora tiniiiiria^ Linn. ; which» with a 
proper management^ is iaid to afford as good indigo as the 
' cefchpatcd Anil of the Indies and Egypt. F, 
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IV oKttiB ^ dM ^ttAkq^ » of the ^pickt 
called white ^Qttmcffiitti. Ic ^ nricheis 4^ 
iiie4K>rlb toog ft tbr fil^eoMon^ JMt ttii 
haiveRm<f«f wlmibdMrfiiNr. -indeants^^t 
of >a tfi^elf gfiqi» «iid^refem)>le ^^nagt ^r^ 
much i the flower is of t p^ryalhMRr^ itm fte€ 
contained in the capfole is Uad:, and oral like 
ftlddney-beanz tt*V:c0iMMcdy'yi )<ifiich 

grounds cs «e noc yec fit fyfi l^kitea W 
fMT Indigdi for 1^ Utwrfaqutf«s4MgMMt 
ca** i" '.'.' . ■ - " -'-' 

The&mlxircatjdowa |o lihe gumnd^Miy 
tikD or thme j^ears, faeoMfib* diey fif It fa|»r» 
^ more after ir. S^ ^Ifl of chrflwwriittiigei 
into an acumtnttcdcapfiik, <tf the fiie ef a pi- 
fipon's e|^ ffWi At firft) then' lRMPt% ^illd « 
kftatooft faiadct dry and brittle. 

WhM the cottM it dpe» *^ Jieit4^ 4be 4m 
m^Sff» it^i^aod; )lie capfule tiiat jsofiiained it 
opens in three jorfour pkces with a litt% noife 
Then it muft be gathered quickly, lefr it Ihovhl 
be loft. Each capfule contauns five, fix, orfc-* 
venietds, ^4he(iMofpfafei ^ht^eoMon^ks 
4;o^iMint tod 4t is thorefiMe difficpk to get the 
leeds out| esKtM 2ft time and wteh ^^oe ; ^ 
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tkk iK9&m^ homeftt^ tuny j^mrt lunre been 



I IitTC DOt moMomd tobacca to you; it is 
likdy that it b a nmw of the couatiyt becaufe 
the tradkipn^of thrXndiauis, w t)ieir #»r^/ ward^ 
telU us, that they hare always employed it lo 
fmoke in their calomets c^ peace. I Ihall a>n« 
elude with an obfervatiofi that has already been 
^nade, and which it is good to repeat, vH fornix 
hQiyyV^^fjKtmmm^ ThccUiMteofZM^ 
ifianst^ mis\». hjHy ptrtf i>f tltet «puiitryt |^ve 
f €^i^ t» hutitfKr^ {hit it would JiQtJbe clUSCfilt 

tmly $ia iifi^l coi^tpinptiep. 



, ■* Tine {>«!9p^ i»^j:?8UQr ix>1(N9m», v and in Chin|i, ( 
jAoy 99 ii^ftnimeat wluch fep^tes thej^di JEroiB Ae wttev 

..." . _■. - -^ ,^..:i- .J : 



LET- 



'^: 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^^ X K A X ]^L:B iTitfouiH 




L E T T E R im. ^' 

.\,. ; ^ * .To the fmc. ,,,,,, ,^ ..;: ^ 

^It^i^dnr^mki P^pulaticn^fAn^iiHt ^ ^4hat Con- 
' ifgteni has tfotiein utftiHo^n^ ^^ ^\MnckfU$\ ii 
fiifhS' that it is 49nneilid pnth Afla i^tiie ^t of 
i{ Taerifl^, fi^m^^tt^du&the-I^plfffiif^rp^ 

i» America. -v.' ;'- :':;'^; : -*-: ; r. ^:. 

3 I R. _^_ 

F'^)J(*^ Expcft to^fct out for France very foon ^ 
Ig 'i S ahd r tak^ advantas^f an opp'<)rtun}- 
%My!kM ^y ^hact offej^ncf write tQ ycjjj^ J>e|br? J 
leave this part of the w9iy. ijilce^ving you 
an idea of the manncts, tuftoms, and o|hhe hi* 
ftory of the people with whoni I have bfien du* 
ripg my voyages, I do notJJiiiiirc ^cdfed bet-r 



tcr coiiclude my narr^ti^e, thafl pywl|rcfiec- 



'i. 
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tipm cm the popijlati6n of this immeofe corni* 
ficnt; 15«| riiis mMter.iS/fo obfeurc, that we 
cAoaotL now Batter oarfdvcs to clear it up t ma-^ 
ny learned writers Ijiaf^rdrq^dy attem^tjed CO 
throw light vpon'/t, but they have not fucceed% 
ed *. qiodcriji philofophy has end^^youfed, mtk 
%$i Vitik (tweft, t;o d(^?f^ ^vantages from k^ 
and its rei9f^l9g^.:^nd op^ttm^^haire not Aven 
IjeeOi ^ble \o Ijsdac^ weak geniufcs, j 

By refikiSUng «tcntively upon the old writer$> 

cvery^ thing fcem^ to convjnoe us, that 4BMrm 

was not entirely unknown to them. DioH^us 

Siculus feems to have fpoken of it with precifioa 

enough : Father Laffiieau quotes a paflage from 

that hiftor:lmtH and adds his reflexions to qkar 

it vip. The phffmciaHSy if ^e oiay believe ilt^ 

Greek ^Uthor^. after fending feveral colonies up- 

<m th^ coaQ; of thq M^sditerraneaa, being enriciv 

ed by their trade, did not go far beyond the c9t 

iymos of Herc«?lesi that vaft and unknown 

ocean, which they difcovered on coming throu^ 

the ftreights of Qihraltar^ infj^red them with'i 

' kind of horror, whidi they furmoiuited oi^ly by 

degrees : fbme bold navigators ycntured out upr 

Qt\ the ocean $ifterward$ ; but failing along the 

coaft of Africa^ a violent tempeft, of ieveri^i 

day% duration, carried them to an ifle of very 

great 
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gNUcxtsn^ it i gtvdt dtfbAMir te theittrethfaftii 
At th«it return ihe^ i»iM« tttf re*^ to fpeak ef 
Aeb^ difeovcff , they«(Abellifli«ddidt jc^dcHMn^ 
irttH «il the fiaioni fftntitftf to trAtetlers <^ aUl 
coiitKries, And M iH tiifi«i. Wh«fr the J^rht^ 
aLm bttiiM the ttaUkti U the fed; thef wef8 
tWflKng to Make «<ftttkmcAt theitv ^t th« 
Ckf/hag;tiliSw b^M % iNUing ChM ^ii* Coun« 
trytneo, attra£ted I^'What Wtt i^d- 6f thb Iftfld^ 
Aoitld leave their country in order to fettle 
there i they VkcW^ coiifidercd this ftew-difco- 
Wred country as a laft refowrcfc for themlehres, 
In cafe fome dlfiftet Aould have oTcrtumed theit 
ctnpirc; 

i?o this paffag^ df^Diod^ms Skulks^ fdkhti 
LSffkeaa aidch Me of Paupiffias. ^h\i Writ^ Wil 
inquiring, whether there wfcre aay (btyfsi due 
^ufhiMus^ who W^ borh m tarta^ ^6^ hifiH 
dHiti in ft voyage ctf hls^ he had beeii carried fey 
A ftorm to the cxtrferiiitiis of tile ocieair. Where 
be had ffeen fever&i ides, wl^h tfief f^ilots^eaHed 
Saljrides. The people that inhabited them were 
trf a ^ colour, and hid tails f the flfitors trem- 
-bled, And endeavoured to avoid therh j buttHe 
dmtrary winds forced them to eomc titsr the 
'Ihore ; the favagcs inveftcd the vcflfel^^ and chfc 
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Father Laffiteai^t refle&ion will appear veiy 
j)i^ to you, <' The defcr^[»lip& <^ chcfe iiUnd* 
"^tn^" fays lie» "« ptffeaiy fits to the C^iilfe% 
^r who ware inalters of the ilntiUcs^ comm^al^ 
:^.cal^ the Gkt^ iflan49> out of moft of 
;^^ which they have been ^q)ell^ l^ the Eaior 
y poaas in thefe latter times. The comfkmm 
*!^ of diefe people it very red^ and it is Aacmftlijr 
y fo) it being leg ^ t!k& of the dimacc^ 
^* than of che smi^ii^ion of the mothers, whoi^ 
^^ finding the red c<^ttr beautiful, trai^fmii: it 
^^ to their chUdren ^ ; th^eir flcfli is. lilcewile am- 
,^ ficially vwdf fW chcy pa^t .di^oTdv^ e'Tjny 
** day widi r^^ which ferves ^ead of ^eWoi- 
^^ Uoft to them, and appear as ^ as blood by 
^ it. As to what concerns the im^tnacioa of 
^ ^ failofSi who thought they bi^h^ latyftt 
«^ it only was ^e «ff<^^ ^ fear, ,ihal madd them 

'VcAe 



^ E9«ryoiMW^iMk%gr6e with thejefitil itp4i Ht^if- 
^ of the nfother'ft iaiigiiiatioki ott thdr chiUies; the ifif- 
fin'tnt colours of men from the feveral parts of tkt woHd, offet 
maEhy more dificultier. AH that iias l^en writteh on^the 
tiAgttt htg not ex^laih^ dii^ plleft6iiieiion ; )ktik Who xi^e 

(teQii2ed}t bxtheunioaofihwfalcaiifes* 
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•* take farfe tailaviW- rekl 6«e«, j ::^feteft all ftt 
** barbarous nations of AmmeS ^VtfW tWs ormi* 
*^ meat, cfpecially when they went to war." 

The firtvilarity wfcich has been obfepvcd to%x* 
ift between thc^ mdnoers of 'HciVeiS^ Ainmcan na- 
tions, and th^b^d/fome bftfie oMift'-natidi-'on 
our contiiWnt, 'ftemfs to demonftr^te that tills 
country wasnoti^nfctwwn in anfcicfit times, irid 
chiefly proVW that the known -61' old- piaSrtsfjV- 
niftied the riiw one \^irh'tae«; 'tfcf^f co\ild that 
' fimilarity be expbiried, iif this''had*'W)t ha|)pfen- 
^d ? How great a refetnbknce ■ is tliere • in tfic 
' religion, nrwinners^ and cuftoms of the ludtani^ 
with thofe of fome ancient nations. Thefe de- 
tails will ftlways'deftroy moft df the^bld fyftierns 
which have been ftarted on the -|)opulation of 
America. If they were a colony of people efca- 
ped from the deh}ge,' the univeffaKty of whicTi 
is in ^in c6ntefted, they wouM have brought 
^ anti-diUivian buftoms into America. TKofe- na- 
tions* that were born after this dreadful punifli* 
ment, do they feiembleTfieir andSftori 'ffKf'Weffe 
buried under the floods i Vtfi have not7Ct light 
"enough upon this ftibjeft to make a juft compi- 
' rifonj we'can anfwer nothing to thofe who la^^ 
. That the AlmgHty. hMi^ wH^h fowcd plants and 
fruits Ui allf^ti.^ the *9)crldy mtU^ likewife $U4c 
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men there. An ingenious phfafe is not always i 
f eafon : no one difputes this power of the Crea- 
tor ; but he has been pleafed to teach us hiin- 
felf, that it was h6t his will td people the world 
fo^ and that he giV^e exiftence to two creatures,- 
who were the origiri of the whole human race. 



•o 



All thefe opinions reft upon the cbiirfe 
that men muft have taiken,' in order to come 
from the old world to the ticw ; and it is upon 
this diifficulty thit moft authors found their wri- 
tings. A more exafl and exterifive knowledge 
oftmt glbbe would annihilate all thefe difficul- 
ties* It is very probable, that there is apaffdgc 
tvhich ^inites Afia to JHurica ; I have already 
&id fomething of it to you, in ipeakiitg of the 
elephants bones found in orie of the (Countries I 
have gone through : this is not a rie^ opinion ; 
this cortjefture has been madie? long ago^ •* Am- 
** r/V/?,** fays Father i^/^^«, ** can be come at 
** in different places, and accordingly it may 
" have been peopled froni all fides ; this is be- 
•* yond a doubt ; it is but at a little diftance 
•* from the fouthern unknown countries ; and 
*• in the north, Greenland, which is perhaps con- 
** tiguous to this new contineiit, is not faf from 
^* Laplandi Thofe parts oi Afia which bound it 
** towards the land of YeJ'o^ probably make but 
Vol. L C <; " on^ • 



# 
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" one continent with, or are only at a littk di- 
*' ftance from Jmerica^ if the ftreights that arc 
" fuppofcd to be there go to the Tatarian fea : 
** the ocean which furrounds America alpiofl: cn- 
*' tirely, is lire wed with iflcs, both in the nor- 
^' thern and fouthern feas. Men may have gone 
*' from ifle to ifle, either by fliipwreck or by 
** mere chance/* 

This author alledges many reafons to prove, 
thztNorth America joins to Tartary, or to fome 
country contiguous to it ; the following is a ver^ 
fingular one : You know that ginfengis priginal- 
ly a native of the Mantcheoux ^drtary^ the Chinefe 
or Tartarian name of it fignifies, the thighs of a 
man. The Americans^ who were long acquaint- 
ed with it, and made ufe of it, called it garel- 
cgueny which has the fame fignification. If A- 
merica did not join to ^artary^ or if the latter 
had not peopled the firft, how could their re-, 
fpeftive inhabitants give names of the fSune fig- 
nification to the fame plant ? I do not Ipeak 
here of etymologies of words that have been 
corrupted, and which are only found by forcings 
them ; their fignification is here in queftion. 

Captain William Rogers looks up<m it as very, 
• probable, that iomi Tariirians paflcd over into 

America; 
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Americu: he obfetvcs, that the Ihips which aiu' 
tiually go from the Philippines to Mexico^ are ob* 
liged to fteer to the northward, in order to meet 
witji favourable winds, thofe which rife between 
the tropics being always contrary to them. He 
adds, that after paffing forty-tWo degrees of 
north Jatitudie, failors often meet with fands and 
fliallowsi which feem to indicate that they are 
neai" fome coafts. He imagines^ that thefe coafts 
might well be fome contineiit unknown tofiuro- 
peOHSf an4 uniting California with Japan yhwt 
Oxovld they not rather be the coafts of Kamtchaf^ 
ka^ or of that new country to the caft difcovere4 
by Captain Bering ? 

To thefe obfervations I Ihall add an abftraft 
of a relation, publilhed in the Msrcure Galofit 
for November 171 1. I fhall quote the faft^ 
without making any refledions to confirm or con^- 
tradift it j the author pretends to have got it ouf 
of a manufcript found in Canada. 

Ten men refolved to go out upon difcpverics^ 
with a view %q get riches ^ they embarked irt 
thrcQ canoes, and went up the river Miffifippii 
AhcT a |iong voyage, they found another fiver 
wWcK flowed to the fouth-fouth-weft *, they car' 
ried their canpes to jit, and continued th^ir na^ 
C c 2 viga^ipnj 
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vigadon % feme time after, they tftxvti m » 
country which exteftded two hundtvd leagoes^ 
and was inhabited by a mmon who^ caBed them^ 
&hres JS^cmmia. 

The Frtnchtnep (for dbe ten traveitcfis were 
of that nation) fbtmd mocb gold with tbefe 
people. Their kiiag pfetended tO' deduce hi^ 
origin from MBtUemma-^ Us. name was J^/uh- 
S4Vfv and he kept aikanding anziy of an hundred 
tboufand men in time of peaces 'JhcEJiaamia 
women, were nrhite as the Earop^m women ; they^ 
9nd the men of that i^on Iiad Imig ears, to 
which they fattened gold rings. One erf" thdr 
diftinftions was, to let their nails grow : poly- 
gamy was permitted among them 5 they did not 
pay any attention to their daughtiersj who lired 
in the greateft liberty, without anyone to watch 
over their condu<ft Their country proAaccd to- 
bacco, various fruits, fome common to Eurvpc 
and India^ and fome that were peculiar to it ; 
the rivers abounded with fifli ; their forefts were 
full of game of every kind, ^nd contained "aiho^^ 
all a great number of parrots. The capita! was 
fituated at fix kagues from the river, which Aey 
called iW^, Goldm river. They valtted goM 
fo little, that they permitted ^t French to tdfcc 
as'much as they pleafed with them ; you may 

coa- 
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conceive, that they ma<3e a good ufeof thispCT- 
mtffion ; each of them took for his ftiare two 
hundred and forty pounds weight of gold. Their 
mines were in the mountains, from whence they 
brought the gold upon rivulets, which were dry 
during one fcafon of the year. 

Thefe people traded With a nation very diftant 
from them ; and in order to make the Fremh 
fenfible of it, they told them, that it required 
fix months to make the voyage. The adventur 
rers happened to be with the Efcaanibas at the 
time when their caravan fet out to trade with 
thofe ftrangers ; it confifted of three hundred 
oxen loaded with gold \ an equal number of 
men, armed with lances, bows, arrows, and a 
kind of daggers, condufted and watched them : 
they brought back, in exchax^e for their gold, 
ibme iron, fteel, lances, and other weapons. 

I cannot afcertain in what degree we may 
truft this account •, the adventurers conjeftured, 
that the diftant country whither the Mfiaaniias 
Went, was Japian ; in that c^e, there muft be a. 
commufiicataon between jI^ «nd jtmericq ; fomc 
Englifh writers, without attempting to dilpute 
the authenticity of this account, believe, that 
Ae favages went to trade with the inhabitants'of 
C c 3 Kamt- 
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Kamptchatka^ or of feme ifle or continent near 
that peninfula. This communication will never 
be well afcertained whilft it remains undifcover- 
cd *. Conjefturcs explain nothing ; they give 
probabilities, but go no further : however^ be 
it as it will, it is very probable that fuch a com- 
munication exifts : fuppoCng there are ftreights 
that divide thefe two great parts of the world, 
they cannot have prevented men from penetra- 
ting out of one into the other, by crofling thofe 
ftreights. We muft hope^ that the ignorance 
.in which we are at prefent will not laft for ever ; 
the difcoveries which men fhall endeavour to 
make in the great fouthern or Pacific ocean, will 
give us more li^ht on this fubjeft -f-. If, after 

jnaking 

' * The modem geographical difcoveries, and eQ>ecially 
thofe^nadeby the Rufiiansy fuftciently evince, that the fea 
entirely divides Jfia horn America ; there can be no doubt 
neither of JapatC^ being an ille, and unoonn^dled with the 
continent of America ; it is true, however, that the fea whicji 
divides Afi^ from America near Cape Tchukfld^ is Very nar • 
row, and not a fufHcient obilade to the migration of the na- 
^ons that inhabit the nordi-eaii parts of Siberia into Ameii^ 
ca ; for a further hint concerning tl^e population of that vaft 
^continent, fee Kalm^s Travels fa ^ortk America^ VoL iu» 
p. 125. &c. F. 

f When thefe letters were gone to prefs, I heard that d^ 
Engiifli had dirco\ered ten iHands in that ocean* There is. 
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making voyages that way, fome ftreights be 
really ficmnd, it is no rcafon why they ftiould al- 
ways have been there : earthquakes may have 
divided the ifthmus or neck of land which com 
bined the two continents ; many authors attri- 
bute the ftreights of Gibraltar to the fame kind 
ot evint: the Mediterranean, they iay, - had 
formerly no communication with the Atlantic j 
many pretend, that Great Britain was joined to 
France *j now the fea feparates Dover and Calais: 
why cannot this be the cafe with Jfi^ ^^^ -/fw^- 
rica likewife ? 

The time in which the population of America 
was commenced, is as obfcure and indetermi- 
nate as the manner in which it was peopled ; eve- 
ry thing which is difficult to penetrate excites 
the curiofity of men ; they wifh to fee fomething 
new, and to fpeak of it, and frequently they 
C c 4 give 

Ml account of* it in the voyage of Commodore ^&yr»», who 
has been ib much talked of, and has proved the exigence of 
giantty ' #hic;h was blindly believed by the ancients, rejected 
as chiinen^ by the moderns, and now confirmed by new 
difcoTCries. The next voyage which the Englifh will make 
that way, will furnifh us with more minute accounts ; others 
will be encouraged to imitate them, and a perfe^ knowledge 
of the South Sea will clear up the. difficulties concerning the 
jun^on of AJia and Ammca, 
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give us their own phi^eriiral ioaaginatioos an 
ipmething real. Among the fipgular ppii|ion$ 
which this (Ubjcift h^ given rife to, I fhall ;menT 
tion that of Marc Lefcarbot^ in hi§ Hiftory of 
New France-^ Father fjifiteau fhalJL ftill be my 
guide on this occalion^ and from his wodc on 
the nunners of the laya^ Jmerkans^ I IJiaU 
take what I have to fay on this m^t(Bf. ?' Lifr 
^.' carbot has not fcrupled to advance very pofir 
*^ tively, and in a manner that goes b^yonH con- 
*' jedure, that Noah was not unaqquaimedwitb 
*' the weftern continent, (where Lefciii^iift'. W4^ 
" born^ i and that at leaft he knew it by fame. 
*' Thatj having lived three hundre4 and ^ty 
V years af|er the deluge, he himfelf had takpa 
" care to people, or rather to re-peopljc that 
*' cour^try : that, being a good workinan, afui 
** an excellent pilot, and being charged t;o rc- 
" pair the defolation of the earth, he^qsjaybe 
*^ fuppofed to have condu<fled his children thi- 
*' ther i and it may have been as eafy to hi© XS> 
*' have gone through the ftreights of Gibraltar to 
** New France,^ Cape Verd^ and Brazily ^ it .was 
" to his cl^ildren to go and fettle in Jafan^ or 
'^ as it was to himfetf to comjB from the iiwun- 
" tains of Armenia into Italy ^ where he founded 
f the Janiculum upon the banks of the Tiber ^ if 
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^\mt j»99 q*4it th« »?»Hinte given by profane 



^ wwtjw/* 



I doubt ^Iv^tlier it is necc0ary to go back to 
?fhfkj to ^9^ tke peripd of the population of 
^^merica*^ if, ^ is very prc^able, the Tartars 
w^nt ovqr into that continent, it mufl: have hapr 
pened in the following times : a fet of people, 
who are not numerous, do not cafily leave the 
vaft ioxmtj fhey inl^abit j . %\itj do nor fg fppn 
lendi^vour p feparate from (ach other; thejp 
continuje together, till, |by having multiplied too 
much, they fpread more^. or till feme other cif- 
<cumftiMipea. force thegi to leave tji^ir native 
countfy : fuch refeirches arc of little importance^ 
they are mere matters of curio^^ ^nd the diffi^ 
culty of ratifying that ought i;^ prevent men. 
from employliig their time in them* AU that 
qan bie aflerted with certaimy is, xYm America 
^ms to have been inhabdo^. op^y of late. 

pQwilly ^ap Engj^iih Vfrij{ifx^ meptions,, in his 
Hiftpiy of fP^ales^ that, in the year 1 170, there 
was a war in th^ country for the rfucoeflion to 
the ^one, a^ the deatkof PriDp^QwenGwith 
netlh A b^ard took the crown fiom the legi- 
timate (jhildrep; one of the latter^ whofcnamQ 
^as J^tadoc^ embarked in order to make n^ w di& 

coveries ^ 
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covcries ; direding his courfe to the wcftwarf^ 
he came to a country the fertility and beauty of 
Uirhich were amazing. As this country, was with- 
out inhabitants, Modoc fettled in it; Hakluit 
aflfures us, that he made two or three voyages to 
England to fetch inhabitants, who, upon the 
account he gave them of that fine country, went 
to fettle with him. 

'The Englifli believe, that this ptince difco* 
vcred Virginia. Peter Martyr fcems to give a 
proof of it, when he feys, that the nations of 
Virginia^ and thofe of Guaiimala^ celebrate the 
memory of one of their ancient heroes, whom 
they call Madec. Several modern travellers have 
f6und Ancient Bridlh words ufed* by the Nerih 
iVmerkan fiBtions. The celebrated Englilh. Bi» 
Aop Nicholfin bcli^cs, that the Welch language 
has formed a confiderable part of. the languages 
of the jimeriean - iiidons *, there are antiquaries 
who pretend, that the Spaniards got their double 
or guttural / (U) from the Am&icansy who, ac- 
cording- tt> the Engliih, muft have got it from 
the Welch. I fiiould never have dorie^ if I were 
to mention all their reafohings to prove the voy- 
age of the IVdch Prince Madoc. The Dutch 
brought a bird, with a white head, from the 
ftreights of MageUany which the natives called 

Penguin i 
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Penguin-^ this word is an old Welch one, arid 
fignifies whitehead', from hence they conclude, 
that the natives originall came from Wales ^. 

The Engli/h are not the only people, who, ac- 
cording to our hifjtorical ropiances, went to/f^e^ 
rica and fettled there : Bayer pretends, that the 
Normans were the firft Europeans who venture^ 
to fail to that couiitry. 

Doftor Lfichner afferts that a Bohemian of a 
diftinguiihcd family went to Br4fily and difco^ 
vered the ftraights of Magellan^ before Columbus 
went to the New World; this Bohemian "W» 
Called Martin f. Many German writers who 

. _, fe^m 



^ This, however^ is a wrong fuppofitiioii ; for it appears^ 
that the bird in queftion has a black and not a white heads 
but its name is Spanifli, and iignifietsa &t hkd^ the Pemgum 
ur rather /*/»|t^» being very fat. p. . 

f Our author mifiajcet the name of this man fi>r that of 
his coundy : he was called Martin Bikaim, a native of H/i* 
renbirg in Germany; his father was a noble ienatpr of that 
city : after fludjring mathjematicsy and e^)eciall}r afbonomy 
and geography, under die great mathematician Joannts Re^ 
giomontanus, he went tO the Ntthrlandsf then governed by 
the Princefs IfahtHa, 4^ughter to Johnl. pf Portugal; he 
there obtained the conunand of a ihip, fitted out for. the 
^urpofe of making difcQveries : he fet i^ in 1460, and, 

failing 
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ieem to wilh that America fhould bear his name 
preferably to that oi Jmerico VefpucHj have fbl« 
lowed this opinion. 

Whether thefc traditions arc adopted or tt^ 
jeded, whether they are fabulous or true, it re- 
mains inconteftible that the Americans have the 
fame origin with us ^ among all their errors, they 
have preferved fpme ideas that have a great fimi-^ 
larity with thofe, which have been tranfmicted to 
PS by writing : I ihall meiitior^ tQ you a pijecc of 
^ai) Eogliib difierution on the population of 

»i I > ■ [ I ' ■ ; ■■ I " I' J i I ." ' ' ' ' 

^ng to the weftward £r& met with the iflc of ^^4/ one of 
the Azorety all which iilaiuis were afterwards called the Fle^ 
'tnijh ifles from the firft inhabitants, which Martin ^ehaim 
"Brought thither. He then returned, ^d obtained two fhips, 
.with which he cruized in the atlantic for fomc time, and at 
1^ difcotwred :^ fourtih jmuh of the world, aad even went 
at far as the fbwght»>.JM»w called ^trmt^^ tf M^^elUmi he 
laid down all his diicoveries in a fea chart, \ii^ch he pre>* 
fented to king Alfhonfus the fifth, of Portugal. This flcetch 
afterwards fell into the hands of Chrifiopher Columbus^ a G#- 
W9efe who was 2XLishon\ and firfl inspired him with a deHre 
of Vifiting thofb uhkiiown countries. ' When he undertook 
the voyage^ he always follbwed the fame courfe which Mar^ 
tin Behaim had laid down on his chart, and performed th^ 
iroyage in as ihort a time as is done now* In the noble fa^ 
mily of Behaim at Nuicnberg, they ftiU prefcrve among other 
curiofities a globe drawn with a pen, and coloured by that 
able navigator, in which all his difcoveries are marked. P» 
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Jtmmca^ in whtcfr many Amerkan opinions are 
coMeacd, which owe their origin to the tniths 
prcferved by Mo/es. ** The Peruvians believe, 
•• that there formcriy was a dduge, by which 
^ dSl the inhabitants of their comittent perilhed^ 
*♦ a frw excepted, who retired into caverns at 
•* the tt^ of the highcft mountains, and whole 
^ defendants filled the earth with inhabitants 
** again. Some ideas, little different from 
•*^Aefe have been received by the natives of 
*^ Hifpaniclaj accordir^ to what GmeUi Carreri 
*• relates. The old hiftories of Mexico likewife 
^^ mention an univerfal deluge, by which all 
** men, one man and woman excepted, perifhed^ 
•* Thefc two people, according to the Mexitms^ 
^ had numerous defcendants ; but all their chil- 
** dren were dumb, ritl a pigeon endowed them 
" with the power of §)eech ; thtfy add, that the 
" primitive language of the immediate de- 
*• fcendSants of the couple who fiirvived the de- 
*• luge, was lJ)Kt into fo many dialefts, that it 
** was impoffible for them to underftand each 
** other ; wi^ich after obliging them to feparatc, 
** contributed to make them people the different 
*' countries of the earths Some American na- 
•* tions have a tradition, that aU men derive 
** their origin from four women, which agrees 
*^ pretty wcU with the Mofaic hiftory, which 

" makes 
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*^ makes all the nations defcend from Noah and 
^ his three fons. All thefe traditions manifeftl/ 
^^ihew, that t\it Americam are defendants of 
^^ Noah^ and that various accounts of the Mo-' 
^faic hiftory are even come down to them. 
** This is fufficierit to overthrow the ftrange fyf- 
*^ tem which attributes anceftors to the Americans 
•* anterior to Adam!* 

Does ;iot this quotation anfwer all the argu- 
ments of thofe fyftematic writers, who will give 
us the fruits of their abfurd imagination as ^ 
truths ? Where could the Americans get thcfe 
notions, if they were not all poilerior to the de- 
luge, and defcended from nadons that had prer. 
ferved the tradition ? It is eafy to explain, that 
by length of time, hj the ignorance and the 
mutability of the Indians^ they have immerfcd 
true fafts, which were conmiitted to their me- 
mory, in fables. The want of monuments, 
charafters or letters to write down thofe events, 
certainly impairs the purity of tradition; as 
fbon as it is tranfmitted by word of mouth from 
father to fon, it muft be much changed after 
paffing through fo many generations. 

The wars which the Indians ever carried on 
among themfelvcsj have contributed greatly to 

hinder 
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hinder population ; their fmall number has cer- 
tainly been the caufe of the nomadic life they 
lead } they ran through the woods in order to 
fearch for game^ and fettled in all the places 
where they found food in abundance, leaving 
them again in orderto go further, whenever it 
b^an to fail them. 

If they were more numerous their wants 
would Increafe ; it would become more difficult 
to provide food for them all ; this difficulty 
would open their minds, give them new ideas : 
they woul^*feel that it was neceffary to provide 
a fubfiftence more independent from mere 
chance; the fruits which the earth produces^ 
would teach them to multiply them by cultiya* 
rion ; they would lee all the ufcs of thefe pro- 
du&ions, think of am)ropriating them to them- 
felves, and fucceed in.it ; in fome places we fee 
them already cultivate maize, they would foon 
cultivate other corn ; one kind of knowledge 
would lead to another : they wpuld fettle in the 
country which they had cultivated, and be no 
longer fuch vagabonds as there are now. 

The fettlement of the Europeans in the nor- 
thern parts has engaged many of thefe nations 
to come and fettle in their neighbourhood in 

order 
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order to get that afliftance from' tfaem which 
they want ; the dcfirc which the Europeans Ihew 
of poflcfling their furs and the eafe with which 
they can obtain brandy and fire-arms in exchange 
for them, often excite them to go through the 
woods and hunt in the extent of two hundred 
leagues around, in order to get thofc things, 
which become real wants to them ; thus they 
are only apparently fixed ; they preferve their 
love for a rambling life, and the period of their 
civilization feems as yet very diftant ; perhaps 
they will deftroy each other before they come 
to it. 

This is all that cart be afleff ted with probabi- 
lity on tKe population of Jmerica-^ my letter 
would be too long, if I would Only mention a 
hundredth part of \yhat Jms been faid on this 
fubjeft. The fyftems aiiii contrary opinions 
which have been long publifhed, would make 
confiderable volumes ; I have endeavoured to 
confine myfelf to curious obfervations ; thofe 
who think the Tartars have chiefly furnifhed 
America with inhabitants, feem to have hit the 
true opinion ; you cannot believe how great 
the refemblance of the Indian manners is to thofe 
of the ancient Scythians^; it is found in their 
religious ceremonies, their cuffoms and in their 

food. 
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food. Hornius is full of charafteriftics, that 
may fatisfy your curiofity in this refpeft, and I 
(iefire you to read him^ 

I fhall now quit all thefe difcuflions whiche 
ought to finifh the account of my voyages, and 
Ihall fpeak of another fubjeft, more ufcful to' 
the human race, in regard to which obfer- 
vation and experience fuffice to inftru6t us. 

As it is the natural defire of man to live longy 
1 hope it will not be foreign to my purpofe, to 
ftiew in a few words, how one may preferve lifp 
and live long in America. 

I fhall therefore finifh my letter by a fmall dif- 
fertation on the method of managing one's 
health. I remember to have read, in the HoU 
land Gazette of the 3d of April 1687, that Fre- 
derick GualduSy a noble Venetian, has preferved 
his life to the age of four hundred years 5 it is 
pretended, that he was pofTefTed of the univer- 
fal medicine. He left Venice the 7th of March 
16865 having his picture with him painted by 
TitioHj who was then already dead an hundred 
and thirty years. I am fure you will agree with 
me in faying, that exercife ^nd fobriety procure 
a perfect health. The nations of America Knew* 

Vol. I. P d neither 
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neither wine nor brandy two himdi^ and fixtjr 
years ago, when the Europeans came 16 thcito \ 
they lived, as I have already faid, on the flefh 
of wild beafts dried, roafted, or boiled with , 
Tiiaize pounded in a mortar made of fomc hard 
wood. This food is wholefome, and makes a 
very good chyle. I have lived about two months 
upon thefc viftuals, going up the riVerM?^/fe 
with the hdtans, and can afHrm, that I never 
enjoyed my health better in my life than at that 
time. Of all Latin proverbs, this Is the bell : 

Phres guk occidit^ quam glddks. 

Voluptiioufneft and intemperance in eating and 
drinking, dcftroy more men than the fword* 
Therefore one ought to fM-efcribe to himfelf a 
proper regimen of life, cfpecially in^ the hot 
countries of America. ^ 

Firft of all, great care muft be takai to be 
accuftomed to the climate by degrees, and toab- 
ftain from eating all kinds of fruit, and drinking 
all forts pf liquors, till the body is ufed to it. 
People who are very replete with blood, mtay be 
bled from time to time, to prevent an apoplexy* 
A gentle purge will fometimes do well; tiie 

bumii^ 
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burning heat of the fun muft be avpided, ai^d 
the air at night likewife« 

When one has drunk too much wine, it is ne- 
^ teilary to take four things ^ fuch as lemotr, 
which is very common there •, by this njeans you 
iviU neither find yourfclves ill, nor be overaimc 
by the vapours which commonly follow. If the 
quantity of liquor which has been drank heats 
the body, fome refrefhing aliments muft be ta- 
taken, but every thing that increafcs heat muft 
be avoided : fpirituous liquors fliould be drank as 
little as pofiible, for they burn the blood, and 
cafily caufe a hot fever. 

When you have eaten too much, ftrong li- 
quors are good to ftrengthen the ftomach, and 
, help digeflion ; but if, on the contrary, it hap- 
pens that you are heated by drinking too much*, 
they would prove very dangerous. Thofe v^rho 
are too much addicted to debauchery are almoft 
always tormented with bad dreams, which fa- 
tigue them fo much as almoft to trouble their 
D d 2 mind^ 



♦ It ought to be remarked, that, finpe the Americans have 
4iaQk wjot and birandy, they have like us fhortened their 
4ay«» 
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mind, bccaufc the fumes of the wine, witlj, 
which their l?ody is filled, fucccffively excite 
their imagination. It is known by experience^ 
that fobcr perfons, and thofe efpecially who 
drink water, fleep quietly, their flcep being neir 
ther too flight nor too heavy. It appears, from 
the fecond chapter of the Life of JpoUmiuSy 
written by PhilqftratuSj that at Athens thofe who 
were afflided with bad dreams applied to the 
priefts of the falfe deities, in order to be rid of 
them ; they ordered them to abflrain from wine 
for three or four days ; . this cleared their imagi- 
nation, and produced a cure, which they attri- 
buted to their gods. 

If, after taking too much food, you archea^ 
vy, and your members fatigued, fo that toQ 
great, an abundance of nutritive juice occafions 
a plenitude in the whole body, and makes you 
tired -, I believe that, in imitation of the Indians^ 
fweating is an infallible remedy, when the natu- 
ral heat is aflifted with an exterior one ; this re- 
medy is infallible, provided it be applied at the 
firft appearance of the diftemper ; the Europeans j 
in order to perfpire well, get between two blan- 
kets, and remain there covered up, the face 
excepted \ they do not get up till they hav« 
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.fweated well, and about an hour after the whole 
perfpiration is performed. If this method of 
fweating is continued daring fomfe days^ you' 
find yourfelf fo much eafed, that your ftrengtfa 
and appetite return, and you are furprifed to fee 
yourfelf fo light and , fo nimble j for by the per-. 

' fpiration all the vifcera are perfedtly cleared of 
all their fuperfluities, without pain or anyvio^ 
lence done to nature, which the ordinary medi* 
jcines cannot do. In order to be healthy, thii 
pught to be done thrice' in the year, viz. in 
fpring, autumn, and ia winter. ^ 

My conclufion is, that diet, perfpiration, and 
fweating compofe an univcrfal medicine. 

I'herefore I lay, that nature ihould direft ys 
jn all things j from her wc mua learn the true 
means of preferving health, which Ihe orders i|s 
to do upon pain of the grfeateft evils, and even 
of death. I have already told you, that the 
frequent exercifes of the Indians oi North Atneri- 
ca^ fuch as dancing, playing at ball, hunting, 
fifliing, andfighfing, increafe their natural heat 
fo much, that it drives all the fuperfluities out of 
fheir bodies by perfpiration. Why do the pe^- 

fants 
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iaots lire kmgt and «re koildiy, wkhout die 
afliftance of phyficians ! The perpetual labour 
they ^ue employed in Jceeps them i> ; exercife 
|>revents their kaowing ^he gout, gravel, an(l 
other inlirmittes, to which the richer people in 
BuTipt zxt fubjeft, on account of the refined 
tafte of their .tablea» aftd becaufe they oiake no 
more ufeof their kgs than old infirm XDea. I 
h^ve known fotne, who, like Moiiere's Malsde 
imaginain^ fHled their ilomach with as many 
drugs as an apothecary's fliop. 

It has been obferved, in the hot countries of 
'^merica^ that the young Etfro^am die fooner 
there than the old ones; bccaujfe the> former 
imprudently eat all forts of fruit, whicH ; caufe 
them a dyfentery ; therefore it is neceflary to 
eat very little of them, till the body is accuftom- 
cd to the climate, after which, at the expiran 
lion dfzjesLVf this will caufe tio farther incon- 
vcnicndes^ 

By obferving thcfe precautions, I wiH war- 
rant, that people will Kve longer in thts^part of 
the world than in the old one; There are 
nfw n»ny people alive in Louifiana^ who have 
|>e€n' there ever fince hs firft fettlcment. Ifaw 

a planter 
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a planter called Graveline^ hged one hundred 
and eighteen years, who came hither with M. 
d^IberviUe^ in 1698; he ferved ivL. Canada as a 
foldier for about thirty years, in th# reign of 
Lcmis the Fourteenth. 



I am, S l^Mi_ 



^«i of the First Volume* 
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